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PREFACE 


HE moft exa& truth pervades the rela+ 

_ tion contained in the following fheets. 
The reader will here find none of thofe fic- 
tions, which are amufing no doubt, but by 
which the mind is rather injured than bene- 
fited. The author was not fufficiently verfed | 
in the arts and fciences, nor had he fufficient 
time to devote to curiofity or pleafure, to 
avail himfelf of all thofe circumftances in 
which it might have been in his power to 
enrich us with new difcoveries. Geography 
alone has gained fomething, by the certain 
accounts this traveller gives us of the courfe 
of | the Niger, and of the northern coaft of 


a _ Africa, 
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Africa, a country before. almoft utterly un- 
known. | 
Notwithftanding the unheard-of fufferings - 
undergone by this worthy man, in his differ- 
ent travels, he is ftill eagerly defirous of re- 
turning to the interior parts of Africa, there 
to make difcoveries. which he thinks would be 
highly ufeful to commerce and natural hif- 
tory. Since his return he has employed 
| every moment in the acquirement of a know- 
ledgeof geography, botany, aftronomy, &c. 
in the hope of once more travelling through 
countries where he-experienced fo many mif- 
fortunes ; but whither, neverthelefs, he ar- 
dently wifhes to return: as his circumftances 
will not permit him to undertake it at his 
own expence; he takes the liberty of addref- 
fing the following refle&ions to government. 
A tafte for difcoveries in every way is the 
chara@eriftic of an enlightened age. One of 
the kinds of knowledge of the moft ufeful 
acquirement is inconteftably that of the globe 
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we inhabit; it is perhaps the only one that 
we can ever hope of carrying to perfection ; 
for it confifts only of pofitive things, and not- 
withftanding the multitude of thofe things 
their number is limited. | | 
_. There are parts of Europe lefs known to 
our men of fcience than feveral parts of Afia 
and America. As to Africa,’ which is at fo 
{mall a diftance from us, we hear it fpoken 
of from our infancy, and yet we are. hardly 
acquainted with its coafts. 

The difficulty of penetrating into fome of 
the inland parts has not reprefled the efforts, 
nor damped the zeal of feveral travellers. 

Mefirs. Sparman, Gordon, Paterfon, Le Vail- 
| lant, Maffon, Bruce, and a few others, have 
already afforded, and will yet afford to Eu- 
rope, aftonifhed at their courage, new infor- 
mation concerning people, till their time 
fufpedted of cruelty, though perhaps , the 
gentleft in the univerfe. But their knowledge | 
did pot extend beyond the Caffres, the Hot- 

a2 ..,/ jotentots, 
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tentots, andthe Abyffinians, whofe territories 
are but a very inconfiderable portion of the 
immenfe countries of Africa. BY 

All the interior part, which is filled in our 
maps with the vague word defert, or by the 
names of pretended nations, that probably ne- 
ver exifted, deferves, perhaps, as much as 
the reft, the honour of being vifited by Euro- 
ropean travellers, 

The French government might, at pre- 
fent, at very little expence, fet on foot fome 
of the moft important refearches that have 
ever yet been undertaken on land. 

The following are the obftacles to be over- 
come, to infure the fuccefs of the enterprize. 

1. The unhealthinefs of the climate. 

2. The pretended ferocious difpofition of 
the inhabitants., 

3. The ignorance of the Arabic tongue. : 

4. The dreadful fatigues of fuch a journey. 

5. The difficulty of conveying the different 
inftruments, abfolutely neceflary to make 
ufeful obfervations, 


6. The 
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6. The uniting in one or two perfons the 
variety of knowledge, without which the ex- 
pedition would be almoft ufelefs. 

7. The indifpenfable charges. 

Ifthe author of the travels here offered to 
the public, were chofen to put the plan he 
_ propofes in execution, the four firft obftacles 
would be removed in regard to him; for, t 
It is proved that he can bear the climate, 
- having been a flave in the defert, and efcaped 
its baneful effets. 2. He is accuftomed to 
the manners and cuftoms of the people, who 
fo far from being ferocious, are the beft peo- 
plein the univerfe, when one knows how to 
conform to their way of life. Befides, having 
been the Emperor of Morocco’s flave, his 
perfon is facred in the eyes of the numerous 
nations,who, far as well as near, acknowledge 
_ that fovereign as their lord paramount. He is 
perfonally acquainted with the reigning Empes | 
ror, and the Siri#, or Great Saint, whofe {pi- 
ritual power extends indifcriminately to. all 
the Mahometans of the defert, and to whom 
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they pay unbounded refpe&t and deference. 
Letters of recommendation from thefe two 
great perfonages, which he is fure of ob- 
taining, would infure the fafety of his perfon 
from Mogador to Egypt. . 3. During his 
flavery, and ftay in Africa, M. Saugnier learned 
‘Arabic enough to fpeak it fluently. 4. He 
has croffed on foot all that part of the defert, 
_ confined between the Niger and Cape Nun ; 
and-fince that time has never been on horfe- 
back or in a carriage, as much from tafte as 
through economy, He cannot therefore dread 
fa of whatever kind it be. 

It would not. be extremely difficult to re- 
move the fifth obftacle, in a country where 
there are as many camels as inhabitants. Thus 
the {mall number of inftruments indifpenfably 
_neceflary to take altitudes, and draw plans, 
might be eafily conveyed on the backs of thefe 
animals. | 

Ifa very fcrupulous regard be not had to 
the fixth article, M. Saugnier flatters himfelf 
he howls be able to juftify the confidence 

that 
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that might be repofedin him. Originally intend= 
ed for the church, he received atolerably good 
education; and having fince his return affidu- 
oufly ftudied whatever might be ufeful to him 
in fach a journey, he would be. capable of 
making good obfervations in almoft all the ef- 
fential matters that regard a traveller. 

No apprehenfion need be entertained as to 
the laft article; for the expence is next to 
nothing in a country where one goes almoit 
naked, and where there are no other means 
of travelling but with the caravans, among 
people who have not even an idea of luxury, 
and who confine the neceflaries of life with- 
in very narrow bounds. ‘Thirty thoufand 
livres at moft, would fuffice for an expedition 
of about four years, which M. Saugnier 
would undertake with a friend, who, having 
been his companion in flavery, is as much ac- 
cuftomed to fatigue as himfelf. The only 
recompence he would afk, would be a penfion 


of a thoufand crowns, fhould he be fortunate 
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| enough to return from 1 À dangerous ag enter+ 
| prize. 

TI he plan propofed i is, to go to Morocco, Bae | 
to procure the neceflary recommendations, 
and then to proceed to Senegal, and from 
thence to T'ombut, up the ftream of the Ni- 
gers; from that city M. Saugnier could under- 
take one or other of two journies which have 
never been attempted by any European, and 
which would afford information abfolutely 
novel, concerning nations whofe very exift- 
ence is unknown to us. ‘The firft would be 
to repair from Tombut to Abyflinia, either by 
travelling through Bilidulgerid, or by vifiting 
and afcertaining the fource of the Niger, as 
Mr. Bruce did that of the Nile; the fecond 
would be to go from Tombut to Mofambique, 
after having paffed through the very heart of 
Africa. Perhaps it would be poffible to efta- 
blifh a recular trade from that coaft to Sene- 
gal, and to make immenfe gain in thofe vaft 
countries where gold is the moft abundant 
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THE COAST OF AFRICA. 


FIRST VOYAGE. | 
TO SENEGAL. 


HE defire of recolleéting my paft mis-" 
_ fortunes, and the various fituations into 
which the circumftances of my life have led 
mé, joined to the folicitations of feveral of — 
my friends, who, having interefted. them- 
felves in my diftrefs, were defirous of being © 
more particularly acquainted with the cuf- 
toms of the people I lived among, have made 
me take the refolution of drawing up memoirs 
of the events of my life.. It will not be diffi- 
cult to judge of the impoffibility I labour un- 
der of fully anfwering the expectations of 
thofe who fhall read this work, if they will 
but deign to confider that feveral years at 
Dh 1  Jeaft 
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leaft of ftay and ftudy are neceflary to know 
all the cuftoms of a people. A flave in one 
country, and a traveller concerned in trade 
in another, I remained there but a fhort time, 
in the utter want of every thing neceflary to 
make juft obfervations. I only fpeak then of 
what I have feen and done, without affirm- 
ing that the fame cuftoms prevail all over the 
country. If I have not the fatisfaétion of an- 
fwering the expectations of thofe who fhall 
read thefe memoirs, I {hall have at leaft the 
certitude of advancing nothing but what is 
true, in fpite of the teftimony of feveral cele- 
brated writers, who have inculcated fale no- 
tions in their accounts of Senegal and the 
neighbouring places; no doubt becaufe they 
a. not an opportunity of travelling through 
the country themfelves. 

By the time I had completed my fhuidies, i 
had attained the age of twenty-one. Having 
no turn for the ecclefiaftical profeflion, I was 
exceedingly puzzled to know what line of 
life I fhould purfue. This was at the time 
my parents were endeavouring to fettle one 
- of my brothers, who bought a grocer’s ftock 
in trade at a very eafy rate. I ftaid with him 
- on condition of paying my board, worked 

| hard, 
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hard, and after a year’s apprenticefhip, found 
myfelf capable of earning wages in other 
fhops at Paris. I paffed feven sets with dif. 
_ ferent grocers. 

Without fortune to fettle in the world, the 
circumftances of my parents having fuffered 
from their eafinefs in regard to my brother, 
who had not fucceeded in trade, and reduced 
to the neceffity either of embracing the eccle- 
fiaftical profeflion, or of remaining a long 
time fhopman, I came to the refolution of 
trying my fortune in the colonies, as foon as 
a favourable opportunity fhould prefent itfelf. 
It offered foon, and I foon found two bro- 
thers of my own country, who had ei 

fettling at Senegal. 

The 1 manner in which they announced their 
defign to me, the fair idea they had formed 
of the moft deteftable country in the univerfe, 
which they only knew from the falfe repre- 
fentations of Meffrs. Adanfon and Dumanet, 
the little hope I entertained of fettling in the 
world in a manner fuitable to the condition of 
my family, the love of novelty, the flatter- 
ing hope of making a rapid and brilliant for- 
tune, my want of experience, my diflike to 

| B 2 | my 
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my bufinefs, every thing in fhort concurred 
to make me join them in their fchemes. 

I was in want of money for the voyage. 
‘Had I made known my intention to my pa- 
rents it would have been the fureft means 
of obtaining nothing ; IT was therefore obliged 
to diffemble, and entered into treaty for a 
grocer’s {tock in trade. My family thought 
the matter certain, and advanced the firft 


fums neceffary for my pretended ‘enterprife. 


This was the only money I could obtain. | 
More had indeed been promifed me, but one 
of my brothers, a prieft of the community of 
St. Medard, and my fecret enemy, becaufe I 
did not fhew him that refpect, which, in his 
quality of prieft, he faid, he had a right to ex- 
act, difcovered a part of my defigns. He 
gave information to my parents, and, while 
thinking to hurt me, really did me a fervice, 
for I was refuted what had at firft been pro- 

mifed me to complete my eftablifhment. 
Notwithftanding a difappointment fo preju- 
dicial to my hopes, my two countrymen 
éarneftly excited me to purfue my project.’ 
They were deftitute of fortune, and were 
without money for-the firft expenfes of the 
voyage 5 
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voyage ; they knew that I underftood the 
commerce of drugs and grocery, as well as 
diftillation, and hoped that my knowledge 
would fill up the void left in our defigns by 
the fmallnefs of my ftock of money. The 
name of thefe young men was Floquet ; they 
were fons of a tanner, of Wailly in Picardy, 
and died both of them in Senegal. 

The Marquis de Beccaria, of a Swifs fa- 
mily, fecond captain of the African battalion, 
was waiting at Nantz, to embark on board: 
the Catherine, a fhip belonging to M. Aubry 
de la Foffe, the head of a commercial houfe 
in Senegal. This officer made a verbal agree= 
ment for our paflage with M. Aubry, at the 
rate of three hundred livres each; and as 
foon as the fhip was ready to fail we fet off 
for Nantz. We were hardly arrived, when 
. the elder of my travelling companions repaired 
to the houfe of M. Aubry, who éafly per- 
ceived that it was our intention to fettle at 
Senegal ; he was confequently afraid of a 
Competition in the colony, prejudicial to the 
interefts of his houfe, a reafon which induced 
him to afk a thoufand livres for the paflage 
of each of us, without permitting us to take 
any thing on board but our trunks. 

| Brg Conditions 
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Conditions fo hard, and fo little expected, 
made us adopt another mode of proceeding. 
We ftaid about a fortnight at Nantz without 
well knowing on what to determine; but 
having at length learned that fhips were fre- 
quently fitted out at Bourdeaux for Senegal, 
we repaired thither in hopes of being more 
favourably treated. We travelled on foot, 
ferving as an efcort to the carriages loaded 
with our merchandife and baggage. At Ro- | 
thelle we fhipped them on board a Bourdeaux 
-hoy, and continued our journey by land. 
‘We were fo totally unacquainted with the 
dangers of the fea, that we did not even take 
the precaution of having our effects infured, 
and paffed three weeks at Bourdeaux in the 
oreateft uneafinefs, At length the whole 
arrived, to our great fatisfaétion, for we had 
not a change of cloaths, and had nearly 
reached the bottom of our purfe, | 

The next day we went to the exchange to 
introduce ourfelves to the merchants, and 
there we learned the arrival of the Count de 
«Repentigny, brigadier of the King’s armies, 
formerly colonel of the regiment of Guada- 
loupe, and fince appointed governor of the. 
French pofleffions in Africa. We went to. 

| fee 
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fee him. ‘That worthy officer approved our 
intentions, promifed us his fupport, and fa- 
cilitated the paflage of my two friends on 
board the King’s veffel the Bayonnoite, fitted 
out to convey him to his government, and 
commanded by the Marquis de la Jaille. To 
afk a place for a third paflenger would have 
been an impofition on the complaifance of the 
latter gentleman. I therefore waited’ on M. 
Lanafpeze, who was fitting out at the fame 
moment to carry provifions and warlike ftores 
to Senegal. He had already three paffengers 
on the King’s account, and could not receive 
me on board for want of room. Iwas on the 
point of returning to Paris, and of abandoning 
my enterprize, when the Chevalier de Fref- 
nel, a gentleman of Picardy, received orders 
to remain in France. His vacant place on 
board the Deux Amies procured me the la- 
mentable advantage of embarking with’a part 
of my venture. | | 
I went on board the 19th of December, 
1783. ‘The fhip was ef about three hundred 
tons burthen, was Dutch built, and com- 
manded by Captain Carfin. | 
_ We were detained ten days in the river by 
contrary winds; the eleventh we failed in- 
B4 company 
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company with the Bayonnoife, but loft fight 
of her in the dufk of the evening. On our 
approach to Cape Finifterre we met with ter- 
rible gales of wind, which obliged us to lay 
too for five fucceflive days. ‘There was a talk 
on, board of putting into fome neighbouring 
port, but the wind having abated we again 
made fail. 

‘The night of the ath of Gard 1784, 
the captain, worn out, with fatigue, and fee- 
ing that we ffeered our courfe, and that the 
weather was to be depended upon, left the 
care of his watch to his lieutenant, a young 
man who owed his appointment to his in- 
-tereft, and of the extent of whofe abilities 
he was ignorant, 

The giddy youth, who had as yet only 
ferved two years on board the King’s fhip, 
dazzled with the idea of commanding a 
watch, let the hélmfman fteer as he pleafed. 
The captain, awakened by a fhock the fhip 
received, ran upon deck, faw where the mif- 
chief arofe, and remedied it with admirable 
prefence of mind. The weather was ftill fine, 
every thing was repaired as well as circum- 
 flances would admit,. and we continued our 
courfe without any appearance of danger, 


The 
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: The captain was every day at great pains to 
inftrua his lieutenant ; and notwithftanding 
he knew his inexperience, yet either withing 
to improve him at all hazards, or thinking 
we had no longer any danger to run, or aétu- 
ated by fome other motive, it was never pof- 
fible to divine, he ftill left him in the care of 
his watch. 

On the night of the 14th, the mate, who 
was the owner’s fon, taking the lieutenant’s 
watch, perceived the land, we were then at 
moft at three leagues diftance, and running 
for it with the wind abaft.. One hour later, 
and not a foul would have been faved. . The 
lofty mountains which prefented themfelves 
to our view, were taken by all the crew for 
Mogadore, where there are none at all : fatal 
experience however made us but too certain 
that they were thofe of Vel de Non. 

This new fault of the lieutenant, who took 
no notice of his feeing the land, did not open 
the captain’s eyes as to the danger to which 
he expofed us all, by intrufting him with the 
care of the watch. The crew began to mur- 
mur, and feveral failors, no ftrangers to thofe 
feas, faid plainly that we were running to our 
ruin, as indeed it happened on the 17th of 


January, 
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January, at four o’clock in the morning, juft 
after the lieutenant’s watch had been relieved, 
without any one’s having feen the land. 

Every experienced captain knows that the © 
currents always fet towards the Coaft of 
Africa, that there are long banks of fand 
which runa great way out to fea, that in the 
morning and evening it is difficult to diftin- 
guifh them from the water ; that in fhort, in 
many places, it is impoffible to fee the land 
at the diftance of three leagues ; thefe reafons 
and the built of the fhip, owing to which fhe 
neceffarily made more lee-way than French 
vefiels fhould have, induced us to keep fur- 
ther out, efpecially as we had made the land 
only two days before. 

The terrible fhock occafioned by our ftrik- 
ing on the fand-bank, brought us all out of 
our cabins. Nothing could be diftinguifhed, 
horrible cries were heard on every fide, and 
the failors ran about the deck, without know- 
ing whither they were going. One laid hold 
oft a hen-coop, and ob of the rigging, 
while the fea broke entirely over us; the 
_ darknefs of the night, the dreadful roaring 
of the waves, our officers’ ignorance of the 
place where they had run the fhip aground, 

; and 
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and death before our eyes, every thing in 
fhort robbed us of our recollection, and drove 
us to defpair. 

Our fhip, however, being Taal built, 
made very little water, and it-would have been 
eafy to let go an anchor, to lighten, and to fet 
her afloat, but nobody thought of fo fimple 
an expedient, which would have faved us all. 
We refigned ourfelves to the will of the 5u- 
preme Being, and waited for day, without | 
coming to any refolution. 

About half after five the fhip, beat by the 
breakers, which followed one another incef- 
fantly, made a great deal of water, and the 
danger appeared more urgent. The boat- 
fwain perceiving that the continued upright; _ 
and withing to keep her in that pofition, cut 
away the mafts, we then laboured to lighten 
the veflel, that fhe might drive nearer and 
nearer to the fhore. : 
_ About feven o’clock the captain put a {top 
to all work that we might come to fome kind 
of refolution in fuch unfortunate circum- 
ftances. Nobody knew where we were. 
Some aflerted that. we were afhore on one of 
the Canary Iflands, and others on the Coaft 
of Africa. Being recovered however from 

our 
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our firft fright, our whole attention was - 
turned to ihe fafeft means of reaching the land, 
whatever it might be. | 

We were more than a quarter of a league 
from it, nor could we diftinguifh any et 
on the fhore; this however did not prevent 
M, Decham, the mafter’s mate, a native of 
Bourdeaux, only nineteen years old, but of a 
bold and intrepid difpofition, from leaping | 
into the fea. He tied the * deepfea-line round 
his waiit, that it might ferve him to tow a. 
fomewhat thicker rope afhore, that would 
have been a great afliftance to us, in cafe of 
the thip’s .g going to pieces. | 

The rocks among which this young man 
was obliged to fwim, made him let go the 
line; fo eae his courage was of no it to us. 
Overcome with fatigue and cold, he fheltered 
himfelf from the wind in a cafk that the fea 
had already carried to the beach. . 

Scarcely was he in it, when we faw an 
animal running along the fea-fide, which our 
fear ee into a tiger; it was a dog, 
belonging to fome Moors, who. foon steel 
made their appearance. The people known 


* Line for founding in deep waters 
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in Europe by the general name of Moors, 
compofe however feveral nations; thofe 
whom we perceived are the defcendants of 
the wandering Arabs, and of the Portugefe 
fugitives, who took refuge in Zaara when 
the fherifs made themfelves mafters of the 
three kingdoms of Barbary; they are known 
in Africa by the general appellation of Nar. 


Thofe who occupy the country where we, 


were wrecked, are called Mongcarts: they 
are only governed by chiefs of hordes, and 
acknowledge no fovereign but the Emperor 
of Morocco, to whom however they pay no 
tribute, and whofe very laws they do not 
obferve; thofe who inhabit the country to- 
wards Cape Blanco, and on the banks of the 
Niger, are known by feveral names, and have 
their own princes; the moft confiderable are 
the King of the Blacnars*, and the King of 
the Trafnarst. 

Thefe people are miferably poor, deftitute 
of every thing, and live only upon what they 
can find or fteal. The earth they inhabit 
not fupplying their wants, they eagerly feize 


* Jn 1786 the name of the reigning king was Halicon. 
+ His name was Admet-Modtar, 


every 
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every thing that féems likely to fatisfy ther. 
They came running down in crowds to the 
fea-fide, and bellowing in the moft dreadful 
manner. 

| On hearing their cries the est hed De- 
cham left his cafk, and throwing himfelf into | 
the fea, attempted to {wim back to the fhip ; 
but he was foon ftopped by the Moors, who 
leaped im after him. They dragged him to 
the beach, ftripped him of his ate: and led 
him to the top of the hill. Standing all on thee 
fore part of the fhip, we ftretched out our 
arms towards them, and implored their mercy, 
as if they could have heard us. Our weak 
voices did not reach them, nor did they even 
feem to pay attention to our geftures.  By- 
the help of our glaffes we faw them make a 
hole in the fand, put the wretched Decham 
in it, and cover him entirely. 

Two men guarded him, and the others re- 
turned to the beach; part of them leaping 
into the fea, and fwimming towards the vef- 
fel, while the reft were employed in picking 
up the fragments of the cafks we had thrown 
over An They then kindled them, ran 
to fetch Decham, carried him between four, 
and expofed him to the fire. Sometimes 


they 
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they fufpended him by the feet, fometimes 
they held him tranfverfely, and handed him 
from one to another. New mountaineers 
coming down took the place of the firft, who 
began to dance round the fire with horrid 
cries. At this moment we gave him up for 
loft, our frighted imagination making us re- 
gard as the height of inhumanity in this 
people, what was no more than the figns of 
their pity and fenfibility. 

Our failors, little accuftomed to a fight of 
this nature, fancied they had killed and eaten 
him; feveral even affirmed that they had 
feen him torn to pieces. It was in vain we 
told them that no cannibals exifted on thofe 
coafts, nothing could make them change 
their idea. | | | 

Neither the orders of the officers, nor of 
the captain himfelf, were any longer liftened 
to. They imagined that the favages would 
be bold enough to come on board, and were 
determined, they faid, to fight to the laft 
extremity. , 

Finding that no reafons could prevail upon 
the crew to lighten the veflel, which the 
waves drove towards the coaft, I went upon 
deck, offering money to any body that would 

; take 
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take it. A bag of twelve hundred livres, that 
Thad received from M. Follie, was emptied 
in a moment. Although they were cer- 
tain that if they faved their lives, this money 
would be of no ufe to them, yet it ferved to 
draw them out of the kind of lethargy into 
which they were funk. <A part of them bu- 
fied themielves again in lightning the veffel, 
while the others put the arms in order. They 
were fcarcely prepared, when the captain or- 
dered every body to leave off work. His defign 
was to repair to the beach in parties, well~ 
armed. | 

Two. {wivels loaded with lanpridge fhot 
were put into the barge; we holed it out by 
main ftrength, and four failors got into it, 

fully refolved to make a defperate dns We 
were perfuaded that thefe people feeing them 
armed, would not dare to attack ‘ed : 
we thought befides that our fwivels were more 
than fufficient to keep them off; luckily how- 
ever our project proved ineffe&tual. Our 
meafurés had been. ill taken, the barge over- 
fet, and our people were fortunate cee to 
get on board again, by the help of a we 
inftantly threw out. 


This event did not make us abandon our 
idea 5 
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idea; the lé boat repained and we re- 
folved to alé ufe of it to execute the fame 
projet. Working with the greateft ardour to 
get it over the fide, we exhaufted our {trength,. 
and were obliged to take fome refrefhment. 
‘This was what faved us. Reflection made 
us perceive the danger, to which we were fo 
wantonly expofing ourfelves. The idea of 
laying a deck over the long-boat, came into 
_ the head of one of us, ME we believed it to 
be of eafy execution. . Our captain thinking 
we were wrecked upon Cape Non, hoped by 
thefe means to reach the Canary Iflands. 
Others faid it would be eafier to reach Sene- 
gal, on account of the winds that prevail in 
thofe latitudes. This latter opinion was the 
beft, and would have been followed: We fet 
to work, but without fuccefs, being only 
able to nail on a few planks. After infinite 
pains in hoifting out the boat, we moored it 
alongfide with ftout ropes, for fear it fhould 
meet with the fame fate as our barge. We 
then put on board provifions, money, arms, 
and our moft valuable effects; but however 
wifely our meafures were taken, we were 
once more difappointed in our hopes. 


LE is The 
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The fea-ran fo high that we were obliged 
to get out again. dt was with great regret 
that we left our long-boat. Soon after one 
of the ropes. by which it was moored break- 

ing, it dafhed violently againft the fhip’s fide. 
In fpite of the danger it was moored anew ; 
but as it was all over leaks, and as it was im- 
poflible to hoift it in, we were reduced to 
the fad neceflity of letting it go altogether. 

It was hardly upon the beach when the 
Moors came down. They laid hands on 
every thing it contained, hauled it over the 
fand by main ftrength, and fet it on -fire. 
This aétion appeared as cruel to us as what 
we thought they had done to our wretched 
fellow in misfortune. Ignorant of their laws 
and cuftoms,. we only idee of their actions 
by what our aftonifhed imagination led us to 
believe. We did not know that thefe people 
‘are bound to deftroy whatever their habits of 
life render of no ufe, Simple as it was, this 
action converted our courage into me 
dency. 

Our fhip dd vaderd but little, and ee 
perceptibly from the fea. She beat towards 
the middie, the deck was loofened, and at 

every 
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every wave that came we thought fhe would 
have parted. On the other hand, the danger 
to which we imagined we fhould expofe 
ourfelves, even if we had the good fortune 
to reach the fhore, feemed ftill more terrible. 
Our fpirits gave way to thefe reflections, and 
defpondency and confternation were pictured 
in every countenance. Wi 
The cooper, a bold fellow, andan excellent 
fwimmer, foon recalled us from our fad re- 
fleétions. ‘* Friends,” faid he to his fellow 
failors, ‘ we muft perifh here, or fall into 
the hands of thofe people ; there is no other 
alternative, and my incertitude as to the fate. 
that awaits me is more dreadful than death 
itfelf. Iam going to {wim afhore. Obferve 
well what ty ag with me. If they do not 
kill me I will make you a fignal; but at all 
events } ade have the confolation of dying 
before you.’ | | 
We were all aftonifhed at his refolution, 
and nobody thought of ftopping him. He 
leaped into the fea; more than twenty Moors 
fwam to meet him, affifted him in getting 
to the beach, {tripped him of his fhirt, ex- 
pofed him to the fire, as they had Decham, 
UE danced 
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danced round him, and at laft conveyed him ~ 
out of our fight, without any of us being able 
to decide whether va had killed him or 
faved his life. 

The captain, who to ail appearance had ill 
preferved his recolle&tion, now loft all pre- 
fence of mind. He believed he had feen him 
torn to pieces, and no longer thought ofany | 
thing but the readieft way to die. His defign 
was to blow up the fhip, and feveral thoufand 
weight of powder in the magazine rendered it 
of eafy execution. He fent for us all upon 
deck, and exhorted us to meet our fate; not 
withing however to die without revenge, he . 
made preparations for firing upon the multi- 
tude that covered the beach. ‘To draw them — 
thither in greater numbers, and to be fure of 
doing greater execution, we threw every 
Eine dE the moft value into the fea. He was 
deceived in his expeétation, for the Moors, 
informed by our two fellow-fufferers that we 
were Frenchmen, and remembering the lofs 
they had met with at the wreck of two fhips 
of the fame nation, fufpeëted a part of the 
plot that was laid againit them. They re-, 


tired from the beach without attending to 
| “the 
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the objects the fea carried thither, kindled 
great fires upon the top of the hill, and gave 
way to all the emotions of joy the fight of fo 
rich a prize excited in their hearts. 

Fruftrated in his hopes, and unwilling to 
fall alive into the hands of the favages, the 
captain again aflembled the crew, and exhorted 
them to blow up the veffel. Although the 
officers: were of the contrary opinion, we 
fhould all have perifhed but forthe courage of 
M. Bardon, fecond lieutenant of the African 
battalion. With his drawn fword, and feconded 
by the officers, he threatened to cut down 
the firft who fhould dare approach the magas 
zine. 

What a ih contradiction is there in a 
mis of men, efpecially when in danger ! 
They all wanted to die, and yet there was 
not one bold enough to rufh upon the fword 
of M. Bardon! The crew retired to the | 
fore part of the fhip, while with M. Follie, a 
cabin-boy, and a landfman, I watched over 
the conduct of the captain, who feemed to 
have adopted our opinion. :He thanked us 
for our refiftance, and begged us to forgive 
the weaknefs ofa moment. About midnight 

C 3 he 
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he threw himfelf upon his bed, waked about 


two o'clock, came upon deck, and: was) fo 
frighted at the fires and dances of the Moors, 
that he determined to put an end to his ex 
iftence. He took care not to acquaint us 
with his defign, lay down on his bed, ad- 
dreffed a prayer to Heaven, and leaning down 
his head, difcharged two piftols in his mouth, 
We hafted to him, and thought him dead, 
but he had miffed the vital parts ; the furgeon 
immediately dreffed his wounds, and he was 
prevented from making a new attempt me 
his life. 

-. The horrid fight exhibited by his Serial 
* countenance, de far from difcouraging the 
crew, only ferved to confirm each: ” us in 
our peter of efcaping from the wreck ; feve- 

, for fear the Moors. fhould afcribe his 
sat to 4s, propofed tying a fwivel round 
his waift, and throwing. him into the fea; 
but this barbarous advice was rejected. 

As foon as the day began to dawn, the 
mate affembled all hands on deck, and we fet 
about making a raft, but warned by the 
Jaft evening’s exper ience, we refolved to wait 
or the ebb tide. 

Mecs 
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About eleven o’clock, the Moors, no longer 
perceiving any thing ftir upon deck, came 
fwimming off, with. the intention of boarding 
the seit Direted by their cries, we 
threw out ropes to them, and took them 
aboard. Without anfwering, or troubling 
themfelves about our queftions, they attended 
to nothing but the plunder, the word Mo- 
rocco being the only one we heard. 

Deprived of the affiftance we expected from 
their arrival, and in hafte-to reach the land, 
fince they were growing more numerous 
than ourfelves, we got the raft into the wa- 
ter about two o’clock. Only ten could find 
room upon it. The violence of the furf 
wafhed off four of them, and M. Bardon, the 
officer of the African battalion was drowned ; 
fuch was the fad fate of him, who, the even- 
ing before, had faved us all. T'wo others, one 
of whom was M. Follie, were feafonably fuc- 
coured by the Moors, who jumped overboard, 
and carried them fenfelefs to the beach. The 
mate, who was the fourth, returned to the 
fhips The other fix, among whom was the 
Captain, were fcarcely afhore, when the 
BIOGES conducted them to an eminence where: 

& 4 there 
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there was a little fire, and after having ftrip- 
ped them, left them there. No more than 
eleven remained on board. We began a new 
raft with the greateft diligence; it was foon 
ready, and though of little folidity, afforded 
room for five perfons. Four faved themfelves 
. without accident, the fifth was affifted by.a 
Moor, who was on his return with: what he 
had plundered in the fhip. 

‘Six of us were left behind, without the pof- 
ibility of making another. raft, the. gteat 
number of Moors bufied in plundering, ren- 
dering it impracticable. We therefore refolved 
to avail ourfelves of the bundles they. were 
throwing into the fea, tovhold faft by: them, 
and by thefe means to get afhore. I was the 
firft to adventure, and the good fuccefs I met 
with encouraged the raie to 0 follow may eX~= 
ample. | pani 
About fix o’clock we were all ni on 
the hill, round a great fire. The Moors left 
us there half an hour, and then having exa- 
mined us, as is cuftomary with flaves, made us 
all get up, and conducted us about half a league 
up the country. There they divided; one 
_ half returned towards the beach, and we were 
left 
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left the fad. wtrieliés of the difputes of the 


~ reft to know to whom we fhould belong.. 

- Seeing them rufh upon us with their fabres 
drawn, we did not well know what to think; 
we were naked and unarmed; nor had we as 
yet perceived our two fellows in misfortune, 
who had fwam to the fhore.on the preceding 
evening. We all believed the laft moments of 
our dés at hand, and’ inftinétively took flight, | 
with the intention of preferving it a few mi- 
nutes longer, 

A blot conflict followed for she poflef- 
fion of our perfons, all: of them attempting. 
to lay hold of us. Several of our people were 
defperately wounded, and I myfelf had the 
misfortune to be {topped by two Moors, al- 
moft at the fame inftant. He who had touched 
me firft pretended I was his ; fuch was the © 
law ; but his adverfary, too cruel to hear rea- 
fon, endeavoured to fettle the difpute by my 
death. 

I parried the flab he made at me, and had 
only two fingers hurt by the poignard ; this 
a&tion coft him his life; he was not quick 
enough in putting himfelf on his guard againit 
my true mastiry who, having ie Gis his 

dagger | 
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dagger in his hand, mis him breathlefs at hig 
ft | | | 

The Moor to whofe lot I fell, then led me 
to the place where were his brothers, his 
wives, and his flaves. The fire they applied 
to my wound, to ftanch the blood, ftopped, 
at the fame time, the progrefs of the poifon. 
Plants, dipped in turtle-oil, were afterwards 
wrapped round my hand, and ere long . exe 
perienced the moft perfe&cure. : 

Let any one figure to himfelf, if poffible; 
the fad fituation sf a man, who, having never 
been accuftomed to travel, found himfelf fud= 
denly {tripped of his cloaths, dying of hunger; 
and furrounded by barbarians, whom he look- 
ed upon as his executioners. Death, which 
at the moment of our fhipwreck was pictured 
in my imagination in the moft dreadful co: 
ours, no longer wore fo frightful an appear- 
ance. Although I was refolved to bear every 
thing to preferve my wretched exiftence, I 
looked on the excefs of my fufferings with the 
greateft indifference. My misfortune was 
too great for me to feel it. I thought that 
every moment was to be the laft of my life, 
Refigned to the Supreme will, I waited with= 
_ out 
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out inguietude for the fatal ftroke, and con - 
fidered it as the happy period of my woes. _ 

The difputes of the Moors about the moft 
trifling matter that excited their cupidity, and | 
the blows and ftabs they dealt on one another, — 
made me. believe they were facrificing my 
wretched fellows in misfortune to their fury. 
I had feen two of my countrymen knocked 
down by my fide; L'thought they had been 
killed, and I no longer gave any faith tothe 
hiftorians who have defcribed the manners of 
thefe people. I believed them tobe cannibals. I 
was féparated from my countrymen, I was 
furrounded by a fcore or two of Moors, and 
I fancied that we had been fhared in this man- 
ner to ferve for their family repafts. The — 
ftones brought to fupport the fire, the fag- 
gots, and the fragments of cafks piled up near 
the {pot where I was detained, feemed fo many 
inftruments of the torments referved for me. 
In this perfuafion I once more recommended 
my foul to God, and when my prayer was 
ever, waited quietly for death, and looked up- 
on what I thought the preparation for it 
without difmay. My tranquillity however 
was not philofophy, but rather an entire con- 
: : fidence 
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fidence’ in the mercy of the Divinity. The 
drefling put upon my wound did not remove 
this fatal idea. 

The dances, and the cruel joy of the women 
who furrounded me, and plucked out my 
hair, rather out of curiofity than a mifchievous 
defign, and who, without thinking of cover- 
ing me, rejoiced at having me among them, 
all concurred to confirm me in my opinion. 
It was at length difpelled, when I. beheld 
them take a pleafure in  feeing me drink the 
milk that was offered me about ten o’clock in 
the evening. I paffed however a moft mife- 
rable night, a prey to a thoufand heart-break- 
ing reflections, {tretched out naked upon the 
fand, and expofed to all the inclemency of the’ 
air. : | pq ail eck; Y. 
The Mongearts, or Arabs of Zaara, were 
the only ones who happened to be upon the 
fea-fide at the time we» were wrecked, but 
they did not enjoy: the whole ‘of: our :fpoils. 
They were obliged to fhare them with the 
Moors at Bilidulgerid, a warlike and, well- 
armed nation, known in’ the country by the 
‘appellation of Monfeleminés. It was to an Arab 
of this latter nation, that I belonged. ; ton » w 


The 
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The following day our matters pérmitted us 
all to aflemble upon the beach. Such of our 
party as belonged to the Mongearts had been 
treated with the utmoft humanity. Some 
had fkins to cover them, and others apparel 
that their mafters had plundered from the 
wreck. As to thofe who belonged to the 
Monfelemines, they were all naked like my- 
felf, nor had they been better treated. 

This diverfity of manners in fuch neigh- 
bouring nations, made me believe, that with- 
out doubt my companions had been better — 
treated by the Mongearts, merely becaufe that 
people was accuftomed to fee Europeans in 
the river of Senegal, and at Portendie, and I 
confequently imagined that if I could belong 
to them I fhould certainly be carried to the 
former of thofe places. | 

This idea, true or falfe, made me form the 
project of efcaping, fhould it be in my power, 
from the place where my mafter kept his 
wives and flaves. ‘The little or no attention 
that was paid to me, induced me, about nine. 
in the morning, to make for the interior part of 
the country, without knowing whither I was 
going. 


T had 


zo VOYAGES TO THE 

I had hardly proceed half a league when I 
was met by a party of Moors, who made mé 
quicken my pace, and conducted me to their 
tents, where I faw an abundance of goats and 
camels. ‘They gave me milk as foon as I ar- 
rived, and covered me with 5 ag goat- — 
fewed together. : 

Although I was much fatigued, and had 

paffed two nights without flew! it was in vain 
to think of repofe. ‘I was obliged to walk all 
day long. ‘Towards night we ftopped, and TI 
paffed it moft peacefully, although i ignore to 
the inclemency of the night-air. 
‘ Scarcely was the fun er when the camels 
were again ready for the route. A Moor 
made me get up behind him, and I continued 
to travel in this way without knowing whi- 
ther I was going, having left all the rao of 
the crew by the fea-fide. 

. About three o’clock I arrived at other sions 
where I refted from the fatigues of the fore- 
going days. 1 ftaid there however only 
two more, for on the third, three naked, but 
well-armed Arabs, dragged me away in a 
fouthern direétion. We had croffed feveral 
rivers, when, after a march of fixteen days, 


ee 
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they ftopped, without daring to conduct me 
any further. 

- On the firft day my Geist were see 
by my blood; but the Arabs having drawn 
out the thorns, having fcraped the anne of 
my feet with their daggers, and plaiftered 
them over with tar and fand, I walked on 

without further pain or difficulty. 

. Their intention was to fell me to the thips 
that come to Senegal, to buy gum, and every: 
_day they repeated to me in Arabick, Sous fous 
ou cannefeine Gaderdome; which, as | after- 
wards learned, fignifies, you will foon be at 
Senegal. . But the war which then raged be- 
tween the princes of thofe cantons, hindered 
them from executing their defigns. 

We pañled three days in a foreft of gum- 
trees. ‘he utter impoffibility of their felling 
me at Senegal obliging them to return by the 
way they came, we fet off again, and after 
thirty days continual walking, I arrived at 
my mafter’s tent*. He had iden long re- 


_* That is to fay, the way backwards and forwards took up 
thirty days, and as thefe two journies may be confidered as 
one, the whole route was performed in thirty-four. 
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turned from the plunder of the fhip, and had 
been obliged. on account of his flocks to res 
move towards that part of the defert that fe- 
parates the territory of the Monfelemines from 
that of the Mongearts. My food during this 
laborious march confifted of nothing but milk 
_ mixed with camel’s urine, and a little barley- 
meal or millet, which they ftir upin brackifh 
water, whenever they have the good fortune 
to meet with any. | 
It would be impoffible to defcribe all my 

 fufferings in fo long a journey. I fhould have 
infallibly funk under them if Ihad not pof- — 
fefled a good conftitution, and had I not all. 
my life been accuftomed to fatigue. As often: 
as they pronounced the word Gaderdome, 
though ] did not underftand it, I felt my fatigue 
alleviated. ‘Their manner of {peaking to me: 
of that place made me regard it as the period: 
ofmy misfortunes ; but when they mentioned 
it no more, I thought with reafon that my. 

fufferings would be long. 

They made me ERG by fhewing me 
their mufkets, that they fhould be killed if 
they went that way. The truth was, that’ 
they w were under no fuch apprehenfion, but” 
- they 
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they were afraid left they fhould be reed of 
their prize, and did not chufe to run the rifk | 
of lofing the profit they hoped to derive from 
the Gules of my perfon. 

_ In the defert very excellent land is to be 
met with, which, if cultivated, would doubt- 
lefs produce all the neceffaries of life. We 
found there an abundance of truffles, that + 
ate with an high relifh, the Moors, in whofe 
company I was, often procuring them for me. 
Being accuftomed to live on milk, they con- 
tented themfelves with that of our camels, 
and chearfully denied themfelves thofe roots 
on my account. I had no complaint to make 
of my conduétors ; they treated me with hu- 
manity, and, as faras lay in their power, pro- 
cured me whatever feemed to gah me the 
moft. . 

I was fo fincerely attached to them, that it 
was not without regret I faw them fet off the 
day after our arrival; nor did I ever fee them 
again. During the journey, when we {topped 
in the evening, they went themfelves in queft 
of wood for the night, and left me to take care 
of the camels and baggage; nay, very often, 
when they ee iheired. I was too much fatigued, 


D they 
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they halted two or three hours Es the fet- 
ting of the fun. 

The horde to which I belonged, was com- 
pofed of fifty-two tents, sie ce all together, 
fometimes divided, according as the conveni- 
ence of pafturage required. ‘Thefe tents are 
made of ablack and ftout ftuff, woven of 
oat’s and camel’s hair, and about eighteen 
inches wide; they are fewed together, and 
two crofs fticks fupport the tent. All their 


furniture confits of fome ftraw ropes for their — 


cattle, an earthen pot to warm their milk, or 
boil their meat, a ladle, a mat, a knife, a pike, 
and a great ftone, which ferves them as à 


hammer to drive in the pins of the tent. Con= 
tented in their indigence, and ftrangers to ar- 


tificial wants, thefe people live in perfect tran- 
quillity. The men pafs their time in hunting, 
and keeping their flocks, the women in fpin- 


ning, and drefling their victuals. Both fexes 
alike wear goat-{kins, or (pagnes) when they 


can get Guined blues. 


The finery of the men confifts in the bit pi 


of their arms, fuch as daggers, fabres, and 

mufkets, and in a ftring of large white chryf- 

tal; as to that of the women, it confifts in 
; necklaces 


"2" 1 


’ 
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necklaces of amber, coral, or glafs beads of - 
every kind, in gold or filver ear-rings, ac- 
cording to the wealth of the née: and 
ina very ample Pagné, ofwhich one half is 
red:"" 

I paffed two days without being Bd upon 
to do any work ; on the third they fent me 
to fetch wood for the tent. For this purpofe 
an old cord was given me, and a child accom- 
panied me, to fhew me the LEA kind to 
take. 

- Although the whole country is covered with 
bufhes, thefe people are moft careful to pre- 
ferve them, never touching a green ftick. It 
very often took me two whole hours to feek 
for dead wood; and when my faggot was 
fufficient for the day’s dbnfaliptlon I carried 
it to the tent. | 

It is needlefs to defcant on what I fuffered 
from this work, eafy as it may appear. I 
pafled the whole day without any thing 
to cover me, and my naked fhoulders, lace- 
fated by my burthen, ufed to run down with 
blood. | 

Contented with my punétuality and affidus 


ity, in furnifhing the neceflary quantity of 
La wood, 
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wood, they next employed me in making but« 
ter. For this purpofe they put their milk in 
:a goat’s fkin, fufpend it on three fticks, and 
fhake it for about two hours. Such were my 
occupations during my ftay in this tent. : 
My matter having g met with an opportunity 
of difpofing of me, FA faw a barrel of meal, and 
an iron bar, about nine feet long given in ex- 
change for:my perfon : 1 do not rth whe- 
ther the purchafer gave any thing elfe. 
The following day, as foon as the fun arofe, 
we fet off, and walked for nine fucceffive 
days. It is the cuftom of all the people of 
Africa to begin their journey at fun-rife, and 
not to {top till it 1s about to fet. . In the day- 
time they eat nothing. but a fmall. wild: fruit 
refembling jujubes, (the juiube-tree) which 
is to be found every where. | 
| When we halted, I was.obliged, like the 
neoro-flaves, to go and fetch. verts to keep 
us warm during the night, and to protect us 
from the Peas and ete beatts that over- 
run the country. A little barley- -meal, mixed 
up with brackifh water, was then given me, 
and was my only food, when we met with no 
tentsion our Wayeosa ord Guida AP ee 
bsow <a All 
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- Alithefe people are hofpitable in the higheft 


degree. When a ftranger arrives they greet _ 
him with the falutation of friendfhip, and of- 
ten deny themfelves food, that un ii {up- 
ply his wants. 

Scarcely was I arrived among the Moors in 
rebellion againft the Emperor of Morocco, 
when I was fold. My new matter gave me 
no reft, fending me the very next day to keep 
his camels, the care of the goats being gene- 
rally entrufted to children. I pafled day after 
day in the midft of the mountains, entirely 
abandoned to my own reflections, and totally 
ignorant of the fate of my fellows in misfor- 
tune. 

The long journies I had performed had left 
me without an idea of the country I was in, 
and the hope of my deliverance began to de- 
fert me. I faw no period to my misfortunes ; 
they grew more and more intolerable; my 
ftrength perceptibly diminifhed, and every 
time I changed my matter I found myfelf 
worfe treated. | 

In the evening, on my return to the tent, 
plenty of camel’s milk was given me, but the 
unfrequeney of my meals, aia the poornefs 
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of this fare, would certainly never have fuf- 
ficed to keep up my ftrength, if I had not 
taken care, during the day, to feek for truf- 
fies, and other aa roots, which neceflity 
had made me acquainted with while on the : 
road with my firft conductors. 

I was fold again, my health being already 
impaired, and was conducted by my new 
mafter to his tent, where I did not remain 
long. Poorer than are the generality of people 
of that country, he carried me.to a neighbour- 
ing market, to endeavour to make fome pro- 
fit by my perfon. He there met with an 
Arab, who bought me for two young camels, 
and fold me at the market the day after. He. 
received money in exchange, how much I 
know not ; all 1 know is that he fet off highly 
fatisfied, fince he gave me about two pounds 
of dates, and a {mall piece of filver qu 
that I have kept to this day. : 

Throughout Zaara trade is only carried, on 
by barter. It was in this place that I faw 
money for the firft time. The fight of it re- 
vived my hopes, for I thought with; reafon 
that I was not far from a civilized ftate. The 
variety I obferved in commerce + made me ima- 

gine 
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gine that it would not be long before I fhould 
find the means of alleviating my diftrefs. I 
conceived the hope of fending information of 
my wretched fate to my family ; I expected my 
deliverance from their tendernefs ; and this 
idea made me fupport my fufferings with 
greater fortitude. 

_I learned by experience the truth of their 
opinion, who affirm that the more men are 
civilized, the more they are cruel. Every 
new mafter treated me worfe than the lait; 
and accordingly I was approaching the Mo- 
rocco dominions, where we fhould have had 
ftill more to fuffer, if we had been unfor- 
tunate enough to Leone to + one but the 
Emperor, 

* We fet off in the dufk of the evening, and 
took our way towards Cape Non. Four 
Arabs, who were at the market while the 
Moor was buying me, lay in wait for us when 
the night was coming on. They were only 
armed with their daggers, and as my matter 
knew them, he ads no diftruft of their in- 
tentions. Seeing one of them in the act of 
ftabbing him, I cried out; my mafter avoided 
the bides and fhot his adverfary dead. The 
| D 4 ‘others 
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others immediately attacked him; I ran to 
his affiftance, and with the help of my 
ftick ftretched one of them at his feet; and 
as he ftabbed him inftantly, the two others. 
fled. We took nothing but the daggers of 
the two that were killed, and continued our 
journey. Inftead of felling me, as was his 
intention, he turned me over to his brother, , 
one of the richeft individuals in the country.» 

‘That moment was the end of my fuffer- 
ings. I was obeyed by the negro flaves; the 
women gave me every thing I could defire ; 
“Thad no longer any work to do; and if I 
went out ith the cattle it was for my own 
amufement. | | 

We naturally affame fs manners 2306 the 
people among whom we live, however favage 
they may be; efpecially if there be no blows 
in the bargain. There was no kind of friend- 
fhip they did not fhew me; they endeavoured 
to attach me.to them; promifes, prefents; 
nothing was {pared ; they even offered me 
my mafter’s fifter. The Arabs of his horde 
looked upon me rather as their countryman 
than asa flave, often entertained me with fham | 
fights, and let me i in their nocturnal 
dances. . - I then 
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Tthen began to have fome knowledge of 
the Arabic, and clearly faw into their de- 
figns, but I made them underftand, by a va- 
riety of examples, that I fhould become defpi- 
cable‘even in their eyes, if I accepted their 
propofals. Seeing that my determination 
was not to be fhaken, they preffed me no 
longer. | 

The friendfhip they entertained for me then 
made them come to the refolution of con- 
-duéting me to Ha Laze, the chief of Glimi, 
that I might be conveyed, they faid, as foon 
as PÉMEIE) to the country fubject to the do- 
minion of the Emperor of Morocco. 

I remained eight days at his houfe without 
belonging to him; at length however he 
bought me. I cannot fay what made him 
pay for meat fo dear a rate, I only know, 
for I counted the money myfelf, that he pur- 
_chafed me for a hundred and fifty dollars, all 
in little pieces, of the value of ten fous. As 
thefe pieces were fifteen hundred in number, 
my matter and I counted them over two days 
running for fear of a miftake. | 

Spies not pleafed at the enormity of this 
fum ; ; I knew that he ‘had refufed to give a. 
ton andrea 


42 VOYAGES TO THE 


hundred dollars for M. Decham, and I ima- 
gined that he had not paid fo dear for me 
without the intention of rating my ME at - 
an exceflive price. | 
. Hal Laze had a houfe due in that coun- 
try, might well pafs for a fuperb palace. He 
had a great number of negroes, negrefles, 
horfes, cows, camels, and almoft every thing 
that is to be feen in our farm-houfes. He 
had been formerly at Paris, in the fuit of an 
embaffador of Morocco; reafons of difcontent, 
and the ftronger one of faving his head, had 
forced him to take the command of the Moors 
in rebellion againft the Emperor, and he re~ 
fitted the power of that prince by the force of 
arms. | 
He treated me well, exacted no ae from 

me, and gave me cloaths: I was now fhel- 
tered from the inclemency of the air, and had 
ftraw given me, of which I made a kind of 
bed. Late two meals a day. I had food in- 
deed in abundance, in fo much that almoft 
every day I fhared my dinner either with a 
failor of Provence, who happened. to be then 
at Glimi, or with M. Lanafpeze, our mate, 
and fon. of the owner. As on the markets 
Me days : 
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days I had often-fome of my countrymen to 
regale. I ufed to afk the women for victuals, 

and was never refufed. This treatment foon 

reftored me my ftrength. 

=. The French and Englifh Baia ge fettled 
at Mogadore, informed «of our misfortune by 
the different brokers their commerce obliged | 
them to difperfe about the country, fending 
to make propofals for our liberty, Bentahar, 
a Moor, who lodged at my mafter’s, bought 
me for a red. and eighty dollars. I was 
witnefs to the bargain, andargued myfelf con- 
cerning the price of my ranfom; nor did the 
Moor buy me but on the affurance I gave him 
* that he would be paid by the French mer- 
chants, the moment I fhould make myfelf 
known at Mogadore. 

This man got together at the fame time 
five of my companions, namely, M. Follie, a 
native of Paris, and officer of adminiftration 
in the colonies, whom he purchafed for two 
hundred and fifty dollars. . M. Decham, 
mafter’s mate, a native of Bourdeaux, and the 
firft who got afhore, coft him ninety-five dol- 
lars: The boatfwain and two failors were 
fold for only eighty-five, or ninety each. 

From 
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From the moment I left the wreck till my 
arrival at Glimi, the principal city of Cape 
Non, I was ignorant of the fate of the reft of 
the crew. | gr 
M. Lanafpeze, our mate, was in the fame 
place, but left free from all conftraint by his 
matters. He was not bought, though I can- 
not conceive what motive could prevent Ben- 
tahar from entering into treaty for his ran- 
fom As foon as he heard of my arrival he 
came to fee mé, and found me inthe outward 
court-yard. He looked like a walking fpec- 
tre. At firft I did not recolle& him, nor did 
he remember me; tanned by the fun, wear-_ 
wg our hair and beards like the Moors, and 
dreffed in their fafhion, there was nothing 
furprifing in our being fo much altered. In 
a few moments however we were in one 
another’s arms. ~ Our words died away upor- 
our lips, but the tears that trickled down our 
cheeks expreffed the warmth of our fenti- 
ments. We pañled the whole day together, 
and related our fufferings to each other with 
fatisfaction. 1 

As he told me M. Follie was in the fame 
town with us, I fet off immediately, accom- : 
| panied 
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panied by hihi and feveral Moors, and re- 
paired to the place where he was detained. 
M. Follie belonged to:a cruel Moor, who 
treated him with the oreateft barbarity ; he 
flept upon the hard ground, and was denied 
the fmalleft liberty... Little accuftomed to fa- 
tigue, he was covered with fores, the confe- 
quence of the blows given him by the Moors, 
to force him to walk beyond his ftrength. 
… There was in the fame place a failor of Pro- 
vence, belonging to our fhip, who was claimed 
by no matter: ; he lived fometimes with one, 
fometimes with another, nobody giving him 
the leaft moleftation. Bentahar was in hopes 
he would fet off with us, and thought he 
fhould have him without a ranfom; but 
the very day of our departure he was removed 
up the country, without our knowing what 
became. of him. . He loft his liberty by his 
own fault; in keeping for ever. with the 
Moors. No doubt he found himfelf obliged 
to remain at the very moment it would cae 
been the moft ealy for him to obtain his li- 
berty. 

I learned from my fellow- flaves that they 
* had all been uneafy as to my fate; that fe- 
| veral 
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veral perfons infifted they had feen me killed ; 
that this general perfuafion of the crew had 
induced them to acquaint the French conful 
with my death; that they had as yet no in- 
formation refpecting thofe who had fol. 
lowed their mafters to the fouth of Africa; 
that as to themfelves they had met with hor- 
rible treatment; that they had been forced 
by hard blows to unload the fhip; that they - 
had been obliged to grind corn, fetch wood, © 
and tend cattle; and that they were cruelly 
beat for the fmalleft fault, without even know- — 
ing they had done amifs. The wounds with 
which they were covered but too well con- 
firmed the truth of their recital. 

While they congratulated me on having 
efcaped fuch rigorous treatment, they told me. 
that the Moors, after fighting to know who 
fhould be our matters, had at length fet fire to 
the wreck ; that feveral Arabs had been killed 
by fplinters from the fhip, from whence they 
had not taken out the powder ;* that many of 
our people had been wounded; and that the’ 
captain, after having lived twelve days with’ 
no fuftenance but a little brandy, had beën 


Se on the head upon the beach. Per-- . 
haps 
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haps the report of his fate was as ill-founded - 
as that of mine, for M. Follie was the only 
one of all the crew who certified his death, 
nobody elfe knowing any thing of the matter. 

The city of Glimi is the firft place where 
we met with Jews: they are very numerous 
there, as well as in all the towns between 
that place and St. Croix, almoft all the trade 
that is carried on paffing through their hands. 
The Mahometans of thefe cantons treat them 
_ like flaves. Cruel as was the Arab, M. Fol- 
lie’s mafter, and however determined in his 
enmity to the Chriftians, he told that gentle- 
man to fuffer nothing from the Jews, who 
had gone his halves in the purchafe. 

When M.Follie lived with the Jew I ufed to 
go and fee him without any referve, accompa- 
nied, it is true, by Moors attached to the in- 
terefts of my mafter; nor did the Jew ever 
dare to refufe M. Follie leave to go out and 
walk with me. The Moors that accompanied 
me were furprifed we fhould afk it, and gave 
meto underftand that he might go out when 
he pleafed, and that they would beat the 
Jew, if he dared to offer him the {malleft 
affront. RON ut 3 
kh The 
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The Jew of Glimi, whofe name was Good 
Jacob, had received orders from Meffis. Ca- 
baner and Depra to affift us; the letter im- 
ported that he might fpend two hundred 
ounces of filver to fupply our wants. We 
did not know that by the word ounce is un- 
derftood in Barbary, a little piece of money of 
about the value of ten /ows, and as the letter 
was written in French and Arabic, I per- 
fuaded my mafter that two hundred dollars 
were the fum the Jew was ordered to fpend 
on our account. I put a mufket ball in one 
{cale, and in the other {mall pieces of money 
till they amounted to the fame weight. In- 
duced by this reprefentation, theArabs obliged 
the Jew to drefs us all in the Moorith fafhion. 

. Our miftake was of the greateft ufe to us, 

and guarded us againft the exceflive cold on. 
the fummit of Mount Atlas, which we were 
obliged to crofs, and which is at ou times 
ré, with fnow. | 

My fhare of the expenfe aeibuated to toa 
fifteen dollars and a half. M. Follie, M. La-. 
nafpeze, and myfelf, werethe only three who 
had Moorifh cloaks. As to the reft-of the 


crew nothing was given them but hacks.. 


The 
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The reuif is a large cloak, without a feam, 
made of goats and camels hair, and proof 
againft the rain; the ufual price is twenty- 
two ounces, but it was chargedin our account 
at forty. The haick is nothing but a woollen 
blanket, four ells and a half long, and five 
quarters wide, which in that country cofts. 
only feven or eight ounces. The Jew made 
us pay twenty. 
M. Lanafpeze not des able to fet off gah 
us, gave me, at the moment of our departure, 
nine ee d’ors in gold, his watch-chain, and 
a {eal of the fame metal, which he had had the 
good fortune to conceal from the obfervation 
of his matters. 
_ He held this little parcel in his hands at 

the time he was ftripped, and afterwards 
took care to hide it in the fand. When he | 
was allowed to take an old pair of breeches, 
he put it in his pocket, and had kept it there 
ever fince. On my arrival at Mogadore I de- 
livered the whole to M. Cruel and Co. 
merchants in that town. 

Six of us being got together, i dote care: of 
Bentahar, an Arab; connected with the honfe | 
of the Englifh merchants, we fet off for Mo- 

E gadore, 
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gadore, tranfported with joy. The dread of 
being furprifed by the wandering Arabs, who 
would have carried us off anew, and dragged 


us to the mountains, obliged our conduétors | 


to travel by night, and in this manner we pro- 
ceeded as far as St. Croix, called dgader by the 
Arabs. ) , 

We were five days on the road between 
Glimi and St. Croix: at about half a league 
from the former place we crofled a fmall 
ftream of very clear water, and leaving the road 
that feemed much frequented, we repaired to 
a large houfe on the plain, from whence we 
proceeded by night to a very thick foreft. _ 

The next day we went to the houfe of 

fome Jews, fituated on a hill, there we pafled 
thenight, and from thence we entered defiles, 
running parallel to the fea. This day’s jour- 
_ ney was very fevere, on account of the bad 
roads, obftruéted by woods and mountains. 

At about eight leagues from St. Croix we 
forded a fmall river, and found hard by an 
old houfe built in the French manner; it-is 
~ now abandoned. 


At half a league at moft from this houfe 


-exift the ruins of atown, the name of which 
we 
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we could not learn, but its fituation and ex- 
tent prove that it was once a confiderable 
place. From thence we defcended to well 
cultivated plains that led us to the fea-fide, 
and then, on camels, crofled the river that 
waters the walls of St. Croix. 
The Moors of that place make fifhing al- 
moft their whole occupation; their barks are 
built like large prrogues, and are hauled afhore 
every day. | 

On our arrival at St. dr each Chriftian 
was obliged to pay five mou/ouns, which make 
about five /ous in French money. ‘That town 
contains nothing remarkable. It was for- 
merly one of the moft commercial of all Bar- 
bary; but it is now almoft in ruins, and 
only defended by a miferable fort, with twelve 
pieces of cannon, and even they are unfer- 
_viceable. | 

We flept near a fountain, he srk of the 
Portuguefe, who were once in poffeffion of 
the country. From thence we continued our 
journey without accident, not with{tanding the 
difficulty of roads cut through the ua and 
the precipices and forefts of the Atlas moun- 
 tains, the chain of which begins at St. Groix de. 
Barbarie. 
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The Englifh merchants to whom we were 
addreffed, gave us a very good reception, 
and conducted us to the French houfe of 
Meffrs. Cabanes and Depras. We found on 
‘our arrival there the moft {atisfactory letters 
from M. Mure, the French vice-conful, re- 
fiding at Sallee. The goodnefs of his heart 
was pictured in them; and without difcover- 
ing to us the means he was employing to re- 
deem us from flavery, he left us in the full 
perfuafion that he had nothing fo much at 
heart as our deliverance. 

The city of Mogadore, fo called A the 
Chriftians, fram the name of a fmall ifland, 
which is fituated to the fouth of it, and in 
which confifts the goodnefs of the harbour, 1s 
only known to the Arabs by that of Souera. 
It isa new town, and the only place where. 
the Chriftians have full liberty of trade. It 
runs out into the fea on a rock, and is fur- 
‘rounded by fand on every fide; towards the 
harbour it has three {trong batteries for its de- 
fence, the principal one of four and MO 
twenty-four pounders. 

The care of thefe batteries is intrufted to 
about two hundred and fifty French renega- 

| does, 
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does, all in the pay of the Emperor. The 
town is inhabited by Chriftians of every na- 
tion, by Jews, to whom the emperor advances 
_a capital, and by Moors, engaged in trade. 
It is the beft fortified and moft commercial 
of the whole empire of Morocco. The Chrif- 
tians have two priefts there of the Spanith 
, miffion, and are unmolefted in the exercite of 
their religion. 

A great trade was formerly carried on at St. 
_ Croix de Barbarie, but the reigning Emperor, 
the founder of Mogadore, ordered the mer- 
chants to remove to the latter town, and St. 
Croix is now a defert. | | 

I am ignorant of the motive that prevents 
the French from giving their real names to 
the towns of this country. Every thing in 
that regard is totally changed. St. Croix is 
only known to the Arabs by the name of 
Agader, Mogadore by that of Souera, and fo 
on. The name given to thofe cities in France 
not being known in the country, the French 
Manaliors who vifit Barbary, often find them- 
felves very much embarrafled. | 
. The Governor of Mogadore, informed of 
our arrival, {ent for usto his houfe. He isa 

Es man 


$4 VOYAGES TO THE: 


man of a mild and affable difpofition, can nei- 
ther write nor read, and owes his elevation to 
the poft he holds, to the fignal marks of 
bravery he fhewed, in the prefence of the 
Emperor. He had our names takén down by 
~ the talbes, or Mahometan priefts, and fent off 
a courier immediately, to informthe Emperor 
of our arrival. : 

That prince, on hearing the news, fell into 
a dreadful fit of rage. Two months before 
he had given the moft pofitive orders to the 
governors of the provinces in the vicinity of 
the defert, to ufe their utmoft endeavours to 
extricate us from the hands of the wandering 
Arabs. 
Exceedingly jealous of his authority, he 
thought this affair an attack upon it; nor 
could he bear the idea of Chriftians being 
more readily obeyed, in his own dominions, 
than himfelf. He broke out into threats, 
condemned to death the Arab, whom the 
_ Enghfth had fent to our afliftance, wrote to 
the merchants in the fevereft terms, threaten- 
ing to burn alive the firft perfon who, from 
that time, fhould dare to interfere in the re- 
demption of a captive, of any nation whatever, 


The 
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The captains of all the fhips in the road were 
forbid to receive us; a ftrict watch was kept 
over us, nor were we fuffered to go to any 
diftance from the city. * 

Bentahar, having received mel informa- 
tion of the Eeiiperns s defigns, and of the fen- 
tence of death pronounced againft him, faved 
his life and his fortune, by a hafty retreat to 
the people who had kept us in flavery. 

A few prefents, dexteroufly adminiftered to 
the favourite Sultanas, foon difpelled the an- 
ger of the Prince. He was made to underftand 
| that we had not been bought by the mer- 
chants, but that our penne, informed of 
our misfortunes, had fent them the neceflary 
fums of money ; and that, ignorant of hislaws 
and will, we might ourfelves, without mean- 
ing to offend him, have entered into treaty for 
our ranfom. | 

He yielded to thefe reafons, but he was de 
termined to have us in his power; in confe- 
quence of which the Governor of Mogadore, 
on the 15th of May, fent for us to the public 
{quare. There, by order of his mafter, he 
repaid the French merchants the money they 
advanced for our deliverance. He told them 

oe that 
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that the Emperor pardoned them, as well as 
the Arab, whom they had employed to put 
an end to our diftrefs; he then delivered us 
into their hands, after having made known 
ta the people that we belonged to the Em- 
peror. 

We were free but an inftant before, and we 
now faw ourfelves again reduced to flavery 3 
we were not however required to work. The 
manner in which we were received by the 
governor, the refpeét fhewn us by the Moors, 
the liberty we were left at to go where we. 
| pleafed, the accounts we hcärd: of the reft of 
the crew, every thing in fhort contributed to 
reftore tranquility to our minds. 

It was then that we received our firft Frénok 
drefles. A coat, waiftcoat, and breeches of 
blue cloth, three fhirts, two handkerchiefs, a 
filk cravat, a hat, a night-cap, and two pair 
of thoes, were given to each of us; an ex- 
penfe that might amount to thirty- fix dollars 
a- piece. £ 
‘We had been told that the ee s fon, 
the Governor of Teroudan, had advanced to- 
wards Cape Non, at the head of an army of 
eight thoufand men. His orders were to get 
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_ the French, either by money or by force. 
We conceived hopes that this enterprize 
would be attended with fuccefs; but the — 
French merchants were of a different opinion. 
They told us that the delay in the execution 
of the Emperor’s orders is folely occafioned 
by the avarice of that prince. He generally 
employs the Jews to advance the necefiary 
money, and does not reimburfe them. He 
thinks them but too happy to have an oppor- 
tunity of obeying him at the expenfe of their 
fortune, and from thence arifes the tardinefs 
with which the individuals of that nation are 
fure to proceed. 
On the fifteenth of June, about ten in the 
morning, we received orders to fet off for 
Morocco. A numerous caravan ferving as 
an efcort to the royal treafure, arifing from 
the cuftoms paid by foreign fhips that put in 
at Mogadore, infured the fafety of our arrival. 
The French and Englifh merchants were 
the only perfons that came to take leave of 
us; they left us with tears ftanding in their 
eyes, and promifed us all the affiftance in their : 
power, in cafe we fhould not be able-to obtain 
our freedom from the Emperor, 
Saw <i | The 
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The journey from Mogadore to Morocco 
was not laborious; in quality of the Empe- 
ror’s flaves a mule was given to each of us, 
not without great difpleafure on the part of the 
Moors to whom they belonged.. The fove- 
reign never pays; and thefe people were 
obliged to follow us to Morocco, inftead of 
felling their commodities at Mogadore. 

The Jew, the Emperor’s principal fcribe, 
had orders to fupply our wants. In the even- 
ing, on our arrival, the wretch wanted to 
oblige us to unload the camels, fetch wood, 
&c. but the Alcaide, who commanded the ça. 
ravan, perceiving it, ordered the Moors to 
take care of us, ill treated the Jews, and 
forbad them to follow the caravan, of which: 
they availed themfelves for the fafety of their 
merchandize, at lefs than half a league dif. 
tance. 

We arrived at Morocco on the 2oth of June, 
about two o’clock, much fatigued by the heat 
that had killed three Jews, and four camels. 
The Alcaide wifhed on our arrival to conduét 
us to the Emperor; but that prince had fet 
off in the morning at the head of an army of 
twelve thoufand men, to punifh the rebels, 

who 
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who had beat his lieutenant, and taken refuge 
on Mount Atlas. ‘The Emperor not being at 
Morocco, we were intrufted to the care of the 
priefts of the Spanifh miflion, who had a con- 
vent in the quarter of the Jews. 
The prior, replete with that pride fo natu- 
-ral to his nation, treated us with infupportable 
haughtinefs. He highly extolled our good 
fortune in experiencing the kindnefs of his 
community, treated us rather like flaves than 
-Chriftians, and refufed us even the things of 
the firft neceffity, although M. Mure, our 
vice-conful, had fent him the money necei- 
fary for our wants. 

- Fortunately the Emperor’s abfence did not 
laft long. His prefence had reduced the re- 
bels to a fenfe of their duty ; he heard of our 
arrival, wifhed to fee us immediately, and on 
the 28th of June we had the happinefs of ap- 
pearing in his prefence. We defired it ar- 
dently, for whatever might have been the fate 
referved for us, we fhould, without doubt, 
have preferred it to remaining with the moft 
reverend fathers of the Spanifh ‘miflion. 

When we made our appearance at the M4/- 
fois, the Emperor was employed in exercifing 
his 
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his troops. He immediately put a ftop to 
the evolutions, ordered us to approach his per- 
fon, {poke to us with a kindnefs we little ex- 
pected, queftioned us concerning the names 
of the places in which we had been feparated 
from our fellows in misfortune, and about 
thofe of the matters to whom they belonged, 
and promifed to fend us in a fhort time to 
France. He’ enquired into the manner in 
which we were treated at the convent, and: 
on hearing our complaints, mtrufted us to the 
care of the Kailebes Bafha, making his head 
refponfible for fa thing that eight happen 
to us. ' 
At Morocco we found a landfman of the 
crew, who had been taken by the wandering 
Arabs for a man of a diftinguifhed family. 
‘They had conducted him to the Emperor’s: 
fon at Teroudan, who had fent him to his: 
father. | 
We remained diet ma in the city of 
Morocco, all the ial bitente fhewing us 
the greateft marks of kindnefs. The town 
is large, and populous; but ill-built ; the 
houtes are very low, and the ftreets very nar- 
row. There area number of {quares in which 


all bargains are made. | 
Being 
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Being the Emperor’s flaves, our perfons 
were held facred by the Moors; and accord- 
ingly we faw, without difficulty, every object © 
of curiofity in the capital Among the things 
we remarked, wasa very lofty tower, to the 
top of which a man can afcend on horfeback. 
It is to be feen at the diftance of ten leagues, 
although Morocco is fituated in a plain. 

On the sth of July, the Bafha having re- 
ceived orders to prepare his troops, we appeared 
again before the Emperor, who gave us our 
liberty, a piece of good fortune we were far 
from expecting. 

There was a talk of war with France ; the 
commercial houfe at Mogadore no longer 
hoifted the white flag; it was faid that “M 
French were determined to have fatisfa&ion 
for the infult offered to M. Chenier, conful at 
Sallee, whomthe Emperor had driven from 
his prefence in the rudeft manner. Meffrs. 
Cabanes and Depras, of Mogadore, were re- 
mitting all the money they could to France, 
and M. Royer, of Marfeilles, had juft taken 
fhipping for Europe, and abandoned his houfe. 

Thefe reafons, that feemed likely to prolong 
our fervitude, were no doubt thofe that haf- 

tened | 
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tened our liberty. The Emperor wifhed to 
make amends for his fault, and that might 
induce him not to detain us any longer; per- 
haps we might owe our deliverance to grati- 
tude; for news had juft been brought to Mo- 
rocco that two hundred Moors had been af- 
fifted by a veffel from Marfeilles, after having 
tried all the Italian and Mahometan ports in 
vain; that the affiftance of which they ftood 
in need had been every where refufed them ; 
that they would have died of want but for 
the affiftance of the Marfeilles fhip; and that 
they were then performing quarantine in that 
port, from whence they would fet off to re- 
turn to their own country, at the firft favour- 
able moment. _ ’ | 
However this might be, the Emperor hav- 
ing-ordered us a gratification of three dollars 
each, we fet off on the 5th, well mounted, 
and with an efcort of eight hundred foot and 

two hundred horfe. | 
The Moorifh foldiers took care to pitch our 
tent every day near that of the general. With 
this efcort we pafled through the greateft part 
of the cities of Barbary, our little army being 
every where augmented by frefh reinforce- 
| | ments. 
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ments. In every town it was received with ho- 
nour; the inhabitants of Azimor in particular 
diftinguifhing themfelves ; they came out half 
a league to meet us, exhibited a fham fight, 
and afforded us the moft interefting fpeétacle 

of the Moorifh manner of fighting. 

We found in that town a Marfeilles captain, 
who had turned renegado to efcape the in- 
fiction of five hundred aie to which he was 
fentenced, for having been fhipwrecked near 
this place. This law is the Emperor’s own, 
that prince pretending that it is impoffible for 
a fhip to run afhore on his coaft, unlefs it be 
done on purpofe. The captains alone who . 
are on their way to Barbary, are RU from 
this punifhment. 

We made fome ftay encamped before Azi- 
mor, where the Bafha levied three hundred 
men; he gave them about ten ounces each, 
and they joined our line of march. 

The fame day thefe troops were raifed we 
pafled the river of Lions, and encamped on 
the oppofite bank; we then proceeded: along 
the coaft, and faw on our way Darzbedda, 
Montforia, Fadal, and feveral other towns, 
which are nothing but ruins, and only known 


by the trade they carry on in corn, | 
On 
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On our approach to Rabate, the ground be- 
ing marked out for the encampment, and 
the Bafha having given his orders, he took his 
own particular guards, and delivered us to 
the governor of that place, who immediately 
fent advice of our arrival to M. dires the 
French vice-conful. 

That worthy and obliging Frenchman came 
to fee us. His BE was great when he 
heard the honours with hide we had been 
received in all the towns of Barbary. With- 
ing to take advantage of fuch a favourable mo- 
ment, and fearing fome change in the Em- 
peror’s fentiments, he ordered the neceflary 
matters to be prepared for our jeune and 
fent us of for Tangier. 

Rabate and Salé are two towns only fepa- 
rated by the river, and ufually confounded 
with one another. Rabate, where the French 
conful and the governor refide, is the moft 
confiderable ; they are both paved, and wete 
the firft we had met with that were. 

Rabate has a fupply of frefh water, by 
means of an aqueduct conftruéted by an Eng- 
lith engineer, which brings it from a fource 
at two leagues from the town. ‘There is in 
this place alfo a tower, like that of Morocco ; 

it 
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it ferves the inhabitants to difcover the fhips 
in the offing. : 

Sallee is a King’s port ; there were three 
fhips of eighteen guns in the river, and one on 
the ftocks, being “he greateft part of the na« 
_ val force of Mracko. | 

The efcort which had conduéted us to Ra- 
bate, having levied frefh troops, decamped to 
go to the attack of Oran; and we fet off on 
the 25th of July with new conduétors. 

The mules which M. Mure had taken care 
to provide for us, not being able to perform 
the journey, we left three of them at a little 
ruinous town, at about twenty leagues dif- 
tance, from Sallee, and continued our journey 
to Tangier, almoft always on foot. 

We arrived there on the 31ft, and were 
much better received by the Spanifh conful, to 
whom we were addrefled, than by the monks. 
of the miffion.He communicated the Emperor’s 
orders to the governor of the place, who faci- 
litated the means of our fetting off for Cadiz. 

The matter of the Spanifh ee who was 
come to Tangier to purchafe poultry and 
corn, fet fail about feven in the evening, and 
about eight in the morning we arrived at Ca- 
diz. 3 

F We 
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We hoifted our flag; the phyficians came 
on board to vifit us, and fent us to perform 
quarantine on board the Lazaretto, at two 
leagues diftance from the town. We were 
three days in this hulk, without being able to 
fet a foot on fhore. At length we difem- 
barked, and were placed in a kind of barn, 
where we were only fheltered from the rain. 

On the r1th of Auguft the phyficians came 
again to vifit us, gave us a bill of health, and 
we fet off for Cadiz. 

M. Boirel, the French vice-conful, received 
us well, fupplied the moft urgent of our 
wants, and bufied himfelf in the means of 
procuring us the moft fpeedy return to our 
native places. 

On the 28th of Auguft I embarked on board 
the St. Francois de Sales, of about two hun- 
dred tons burthen, commanded by Captain 
Sénécal of Dunkirk. Our paflage was long 
and dangerous, and while it lafted I fuffered 
. a good deal, having very little linen, and be- 
ing obliged to fleep on the fails and cables be- 
tween decks. At length we arrived at Oftend, 
on the 11th of October, after having been 


five days beating off the harbour. 
| | | The — 
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The 12th the captain conducted me to Dun- 
kirk, and delivered me up at the office for re- 
giftered feamen, (bureau de claffes.) The 
commiflary infpeéted my pafsport on the r3th ; 
on the 14th I fet off from Dunkirk, and af- 
ter being obliged to make fome ftay at Lifle 
for want of ftrength, arrived at St, Quentin, 
the 21{t of October, 1784. 


The various digreffions that occur in thefe 
memoirs, not ane to furnifh a jut idea of 
the manners and re of the countries T. 
have fpoken of, I have thought it would not 
be altogether ufelefs to give a few further no- 
tions at the people, among whom I made 


- fome ftay. 
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EVERY body knows that the people 
who inhabit Barbary, as far as the Niger, are 
an affemblage of various nations. The Moors 
occupy the three kingdoms of Suz, Fez, and 
Morocco. That part of Bilidulgerid that is 
wathed by the Atlantic Ocean is fnibieed by. 

pee the 
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the native Arabs,’ and by the fugitive Moors 


from the empire of Morocco, too enlightened 
to remain under the dominion of a matter, 


. who rules over his people with abfolute fway, 


and who makes his fafety and happinefs con- 
fift in the mifery of his fubjeéts. This mixture 
forms one and the fame nation, known indif- 
criminately by the appellation of Monfele- 
mines. 

Zaara, as far asthe Niger, contains a va- 
tiety of wandering nations, all proceeding 
from Arabs, Moors, and fugitive Portuguefe, 
who took refuge there when the family of the 
Sherifs made themfelves matters of the three 
kingdoms of Barbary. All thefe people bear in- 
difcriminately the names of Nars, Moors, or 


Arabs. They are fubdivided into various na- 


tions, of which the moft confiderable are the 
Mongearts, Trafars, and Bracnars. | 
The firft of thefe three denominations is 
a term of contempt among the people who 
furround them ; no doubt becaufe thofe who 
bear it, lefs verfed than their neighbours in 
the ufe of arms, are in general occupied by | 
the care and the feeding of their cattle ; while 
the Monfelemines, on the contrary, though 
fhepherds 


COAST OF AFRICA. 69 


fhepherds alfo, are warriors toa man. Thefe 
latter, accuftomed to murder and pillage, 
take advantage of their fuperiority and num- 
bers to opprefs the former, who are always 
rendered but too wretched by the fierility of 
the country they inhabit. Their climate, little 
tempting to an invader, ferves them, it is true, 
as a barrier; but in the months of Auguft, 
September, and O&tober, when the overflow- 
ing of the plains obliges them to take refuge 
in the mountains, they are almoft {ure of be- 
coming the victims of their neighbours, who 
dise them without fcruple, although they 
profefs the fame religion. 
Thecauié ‘of his nation’s diftrefs might 
alfo be afcribed to another reafon ; I mean to 
that of religion. When the Sherifs made 
themfelves mafters of the three kingdoms of 
Barbary, the Portuguefe inhabitants of the 
towns evacuated them, and fought an afylum 
in their native land; but the country people 
had not this advantage within their reach. 
The greater number, to preferve their lives, 
abjured the Chriftian religion, and were allowed 
to remain in the country; while thofe who 
would not embrace Mahometanifm were put | 
Era EU PO 
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to the fword without mercy. Notwithftand- 
ing the change in their religion, it was ftill 
remembered that thefe people had been Chrif- 
tians. The conquerors loaded them with 
inceffant infalts ; plundered their property; 
carried off their wives, ravifhed their daugh- 
ters, and behaved with the utmoft cruelty. 

To efcape from fuch tyranny they took re- 
fuge in the defert, and finding there fome 
wretched hordes of flothful Arabs, were foon 
incorporated into one and the fame nation. 
The habit of plundering thefe poor. people has 
been handed down from generation to genera- 
tion, and unfortunately is sil but too much 
the practice. 

I will not {peak here of the peas or of 
the Bracnars, any more than of the other na- 
tions {cattered about on the northern banks of 
the Niger. Such information would too near- 
ly relate to commerce, of which I referve a 
fuccinét. mention for the moment when I fhall 
treat of the Moorifh and Negro races, who 
carry on the trade of Senegal, no hiftorian 
having as yet given certain accounts of them. 

It is not poffible that a people, for ever 
wandenng ng, and fugitive, and compoied of a 

mixture 
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mixture of various nations, that does not even 
form a diftinét and feparate body, fhould do 
otherwife than adopt a part of the ufages and 
fuperftition of their neighbours, whatever may 
be their way of thinking: they have how- 
ever only the name and appearance of Maho- 
metans. The principles of the natural reli- 
gion are obfervable in their cuftoms, and evi- 
dent in almoft all their actions. | 

Religion, according to thefe people, is Ma- 
hometanifm in allits purity. They offer up 
prayers three times a day, fometimes oftener ; 
but they are never pronounced in public, un- 
lefs when a Mahometan prieft is with the 
horde, who feldom comes but upon account 
of the children’s education. Then all the 
Arabs aflemble at the hour of prayer, place 
themfelves in a line, turn to the eaft, and, 
wanting water in the defert, rub their face 
and arms with fand, while the prieft recites 
-aloud the general prayer ; it is the fame as 
that which is rehearfed by the public crier on 
the mofques in the civilifed countries. 

The priefts are employed in travelling about 
the country to inftrucé the children. There 
is nothing like force in their education. The 

| F 4 Arabs 
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Arabs of the defert are even ignorant of the 
cuftom of conftraining wills. | 

The little boys meet in the morning of their 
own accord, at the place of inftruction, which 
_isto them a place of recreation, They go 
there with a {mall board infcribed with the 
Arabic characters, and a few maxims of the 
Koran. The biggeft, and the beft informed, 
receive their leflons direétly from the priefts, 
and afterwards communicate them to their 
fellows. 

‘The children themfelves teach one ano- 
ther to read; nor are they ever corrected. 
It would be a crime to beat a child, who, ac- 
cording to the received ideas, has not fufhi- 
cient reafon to diftinguifh good from evil. 

This opinion induces thefe people to hold 
the fame conduét in regard to thofe who have 
the misfortune to be ill-treated by nature. 
The deaf, the dumb,’and the mad, enjoy the 
fame privileges; they are confidered as beings 
already fo unfortunate from their fituation, 
that theirdefires are fatisfied with a blind com- 
plaifance. This cuftom is invariable among 
‘all the Mahometans. 

x o difference exifts among the civilized na- 
' tions, 
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tions, unlefs it be in refpeét to the age at which 
achild may be fubjected to correction. In the 
defert it is never allowed at all. Nature, left 
to herfelf and the force of example, are the 
only education in.a country where the fame 
principles and fame errors are common to all. 
If the child gets tired of the places of public 
inftrution, he quits them at pleafure, and 
without feeling conftraint, or hearing reproach, 
-goes and employs himielf in tending his fa- 
ther’s flocks: and accordingly there are ies 
few among them who can read. 

Thofe As perfevere in the ftudy of the Ko. 
ran are made priefts, after having paft an ex- 
amination before the learned alder: and enjoy 
the greateft public confideration. They have 
no need of cattle, thofe of the nation being 
their’s, they find their rt ie 
WHERE: LV 

It is generally at feven or sue years of age 
that children undergo the painful operation of 
circumcifion. Their head is alfo fhaved, no- 
thing being left but four locks of hair, one of 
which is cut off ina meeting of the family, at 
each remarkable aétion performed by the 
child. | 
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If, at the age of twelve or thirteen, he kill 
a wild boar, or other beaft of prey, that fhould 
fall upon his flock, he lofes one of his locks, 
If, in the paflage of a river, a camel be car- 
ried away by the ftream, and he fave it by 
fwimming to its afliftance, another is cut off. 
If he kill a lion, a tiger, or a warrior of an 
hoftile nation, in a furprife or an attack, he 
is confidered as a man, and his head is entirely 
fhaved. 

Seldom does an Arab reach the age of 
twenty, without having deferved this honour, 
for as they are afhamed of being treated like 
children, they expofe themfelves to the greateft 
dangers to obtain it. 

Their knowledge, their wants, and pe 
laws, being very circumfcribed, it is not fur- 
prifing that the children fhould talk with the 
men, and keep up a regular converfation. 
Age and experience are of no ufe where there 
is no need of much information to attain a 
perfect knowledge of the cuftoms of their na- 
tions ;. hence arifes that boldnefs, that va- 
lour, andthat temerity, which fo well become — 
a man, and which no people poflefs in fo 
high a degree as thefe favages, 


The 
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The laws of hofpitality are sh Pel in Za- 
ara, in the largeft fenfeof the word. Scarcely 
does a perv appear before the tents, 
when the frit perfon who perceives him, 
points out the tent to which he is to go. If 
the mafter be not there, the wife or the flave 
advances to meet him, ftops him at twenty 
paces diftance, and brings him a draught of 
milk for his refrefhment. His camels are 
then unloaded, his effects are ranged around 
him, a mat, of which the owner deprives 
himfelf, is given him, with whatever elfe is 
neceflary to guard him from the injuries of the 
air. | 
His arms are taken and depofited near thofe 
of the matter of the tent, either that they may 
not fuffer from the dew, or to guard againft 
ill intentions on the part of a man unknown. 
A repaft is then prepared for him. If there 
be nothing in the tent, as often happens, fome 
victuals are {fpeedily procured from the neigh- 
bouring ones. The traveller is always fure 
of having fomething, for rather than let him 
want, his hofts would go without a fupper 
themfelves. _ / | | 

The duties of hofpitality are fo great, and 

| {0 
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fo much refpected, that fhould an enemy 
have wounded, or even killed the mafter of a 
tent, would there meet witha facred and 
inviolable afylum, although furrounded by 
thofe who muft naturally defire his ruin. 
The tent of the chief is always the one 
pointed out. But as his gains are not greater 
than thofe of the reft,; he could not, if cuf- 
tom had not provided for it, entertain at his 
expenfe, all the ftrangers that happen to 
pais; nor could he fupport himfelf and his 
flaves, fince he is for ever occupied by the af- > 
fairs of his horde. Every tent contributes to 
his ftock of provifions. Each individual ge- 
nerally furnifhing him two pounds of ground 
barley per week, which is a great advantage to 
him, efpecially when he happens to have few 
travellers to entertain. As the richeft in cattle 
is generally chofen for chief, he has plenty of 
ate but in cafe of need he would obtain a 
fupply any where. 
Different from the other Arabs, Hé neigh- 
bours, the Mongearts, trouble nobody on the 
{core of religion. The only one they do not 
tolerate is the Jewifh ; no doubt on account 
of their anceftors’ prejudices, who followed 
the 
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the cuftoms of the Portuguefe. None of the 
Hebrew nation is found among them; and if 
a Jew had the misfortune to enter their ter- 
ritory, and to be taken there, he would to a 
certainty be burnt alive. It is very eafy to 
know them by their faces, and by the diftinc- 
tive drefs they are obliged towear throughout 
the whole extent of Barbary, where they are 
in great numbers, 

Infinite refpect is paid to all old men, what- 
ever be their family. They enioy the fame 
prerogatives as the priefts, and equal confidera- 
tion with them and the Arabs who have had 
the good fortune to vifit the tomb of Maho- 
met at Mecca. 

The latter are diftinguifhed “ the appella- 
tion of Sidi, which fignifies mafter, while 
the reft of the nation only bear the diftin@ive 
names they received at their birth. If it hap- 
pen that two individuals of the fame family 
have the fame name, they are diftinguifhed 
by that of their father ; for inftance, the Em- 
peror of Morocco’s true name is Mohammet, 
but as he might be confounded with many 
other Moors, who bear that name, he is gene- 
rally called Ben Abdella. 

The. 
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The old men, as wellas the chiefs of hordes; 
are the judges of the nation. They take cog- 
nizance of all differences, the pain of death 


being the only one they cannot pronounce. 


. An affémbly of feveral chiefs of the horde is 


neceflary for that purpofe ; and as the accufed 
has generally a number of friends, it feldom 
happens that he undergoes a capital punifh- 
ment. ‘The old men pronounce judgment 
without appeal, and their decifions are inftantly 


. executed. 


A war between two nations feldom hap- 


pens: the different families deftroy one ano- 


ther faft enough in their inteftine broils ; 5 
however when ee people are obliged to take 
refuge on the Atlas Mountains to naif the bad 


feafon, they aflemble in the greateft numbers 


poffible, and march in military ordef : fhep- 


. herds or warriors (thefe words are fynoni- 


mous) every man able to bear arms is armed, 


and advances bravely to battle. They choofe — 


chiefs to command them, and gat them the 


I 


moft implicit obedience. 


The expedition being finifhed, the chief has 


no longer any ie theitity but over his parti- | 


cular horde; for it 1s commonly from among 
the 
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the heads of hordes that the general is chofen. 
On the march, the captives and women drive 
the cattle, and are followed by the men in 
readinefs for ation. When the horfe, who 
are on the look out, perceive any thing, the 
whole caravan halts, and prepares for com- 
bat. | 

It is never bloody. If the aggreflors are 
the ftronger, they content themfelves with _ 
the plunder of the baggage; if they think 
their ftrength inferior, they do not attack at 
all. They encamp every night, and place 
centinels in the front, who call out’ to prove 
their vigilance.’ This method is not very 
prudent; but as their enemies do the fame, 
they diftinguifh one another from afar. I was 
much furprized at finding this cuftom prevail 
among the difciplined troops of the Emperor 

of Morocco. 

War is not the moft formidable fcourge that 
afflicts this nation; for there is always little 
blood fpilt in their battles. Much greater ra- 
vages are made by their private quarrels. They 
are all thieves; may theft is in a manner au- 
thorized by the laws. All that is neceffary to 
practife it with impunity, is to avoid profecu- 

| tion, 
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tion, by taking care not to be FENTE in the 
fact. It is true sf theft is feverely Sonithedl | 
if an Arab rob another of his own horde; but 
to be punifhed, he muft be detected at the very 
moment: 

Theft is only a crime in the 7 -time, at 
night it is authorized by law; no doubt by 
way of obliging them to take the greater care 
of their es If they could complain when 
robbed by night, they would be lefs upon 
their guard, and their herds would be more 
expofed to the voracity of the wild beafts that 
_ over-run the country. Obliged; on the con- 
trary, to be on their guard, even againft” 
their neighbours, they are always ready to re- 
pel the favage animals, which frequently come 
to attack their cattle. It is on this account : 
that in the evening the women and children 
take the greateft care to put in the tent alk 
fuch articles as might be carried off. 

If one of their ri or friends come 
to vifit them, they furroond him, and keep 
an eye on all his motions. The difficulty of 
taking any of the few things that can be car- 
ried away, without being feen, and the pu- 
nifhment that attends the crime, if deteéted, 
prevent robberies from being frequent. 


When 
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When arly thing-is ftolen unperceived it be: 
longs to the thief; in vain would the owner 
recognize his own property in his neighbour’s 
tent, he cannot reclaim it; it ceales to be 
his from the moment he ‘has been negligent 
inlits care: Hence arifes this peoples’ toits 
tion for rapine ;.they do not think they com- 
mit a crime, and only follow, ‘in this regard,’ 
a cuftom allowed by their laws.’ 

When an Arab is going to market, of on: 
his return from thence, if he do not take the 
ereateft care to keep his journey a fecret, he: 
is often attacked. : Neighbouring Arabs are 
defirous of profiting by his induftry, and as 
there âre-no: perfons in the country appointed 
to apprehend robbers, the hope of booty {purs 
them.on tothe attack. That they may have 
‘nothing to fear, they lay in wait, when the 
night 1s coming on, for him they mean to 
pillage. | 

Their intention is never to kill; they only 


endeavour to furprife, to difarm, and to make | 


themfelves mafters of every thing that comes 
‘jn their way. But it fometimes happens that 
the man they intend to plunder, being ac- 
quajuted with the cuftoms of ‘his country, 


ju rt G keeps. 
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keeps an attentive ear, ftands on his guard, 
fires upon his affailants at the firft motion he 
obferves, and then fights defperately with his 
dagger. The report of the mufket almoft al- 
ways brings out the neighbouring Arabs, 
who, in virtue of the laws of hofpitality, take 
the defence of the weaker fide. ‘They run up 
well armed, and then woe to the aggreflors, 
if they do not fave themfelves by a {peedy 
flight. 
te thefe cafes it little matters who falls ; the 
affair ends there; the dead man pafles for the 
agereflor; nor do the family ever feek for 
vengeance. ‘They content themfelves with- 
Lise the dead where they were killed, 
turning their heads to the eaft, and heaping 
up allthe ftones at hand upon their tomb. 
The chiefs of hordes are always the eldeft of 
their families. The difference of wealth is 
not confidered ; the chief often having feveral 
individuals at his houfe richer than himfelf, 
who neverthelefs obey him in every particular ; 
he is, properly {peaking, their King ; examines 
their difference with the old men, and judges 
without appeal. As to himfelf, he cannot be ~ 
tried, but ar the chiefs of feveral hordes af- 
{embled. 
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fembled. It ishis bufinefs to determine the 
{pots where the tents are to be pitched, the 
moment of departure, and the place where the 
caravan is to ftop. Ifthe pafturage do not fuf- 
fice for the herds of all the horde, it divides, and 
the chief affigns the ground for the different : 
encampments. They are very often compofed 
of no more than feven or eight tents, according 
to the quality of the ground they meet with: 

The tent of the chief is always the largeft 
and moft lofty, and is placed in the centre of | 
the divifions. When it is determined upon 
| to quit an encampment, which never happens 
till the pafture is exhaufted, the chief {ets off 
to choofe another {pot. | | 

In thefe removals the womeh alone do all 
the work, Early in the morning they fold 
up the tent, and load every thing upon the 
camels’ backs; they then move flowly on, 
that the cattle may have time to feed tpon 
the way: 

The negro flavés condué& the herds, the 
Women, and the camels; while the Arabs 
{cour the country in the front, to give fecu- 
rity tothe march. Some few remain behind, 
that in cafe a goat, a fheep, or a camel, fhould 
chance to ftray, they may recover, and lead 

| G2 AA: - 
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it back to its mafter. ‘The march in general 
does not exceed five or fix hours duration. 

It often happens indeed that the fpot af- 
figned for the pitching of the tents has been 
ill explored, and that other hordes have been 
lately encamped there; in this cafe they 
are obliged to fet off anew, and feek better 
fortune elfewhere. This happens moft com- 
monly in the feafon when water begins to 
fail. | | | 
As there is fcarcely any in Zaara, the inha- 
bitants are particularly careful to make great 
holes, from diftance to diftance, by way of 
colleéting the rain water, which, ftagnant 
and putrid as it is, is the only drink man or 
beaft can hope for. 

There are very few cows or oxen in the 
defert, except on the banks of the ' Niger; 
this is owing to the fearcity of water, for there 
is no want of pafture land. | 

The flocks and herds of the Mongearts are 
compofed of nothing but fheep, goats and ca- 
mels, all animals patient of thirft. Horfes are 
alfo very fcarce in thefe cantons, none but the 
poiefiors of numerous herds ‘being able to 
keep them, becaufe for want of water it'is nes 
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ceflary to? Have milk in fafficient abundance 
to give itthemto drink. Great care is taken 
to preferve the camel’s urine, both to mix with 
milk, and to wafh the different veffels in 
which they put their food. Deteftable as is this 
mixture of milk and urine, they are often re- 
duced to the ufe of it; hunger and thirft give 
a relifh to every thing ; multa cogit facere ne- 
ceffitas. | | 

The only workmen ufeful to this nb 
are blackfmiths or goldfmiths, as they may be 
called indifferently. The Mongearts not be- 
ing fufficiently laborious to apply themfelves 
to fuch occupations, thefe workmen: come 
from Bilidulgerid, and difperfe themfelves all 
over the different parts of the defert. Where- 
ever there are tents they are fureto find work, 

They are fed for nothing, and receive be: 
fides the hire for their labour.. They make 
trinkets for the women, {uch as ear-rings and 
bracelets, &c. mend the broken veflels, by 
rivetting them, and clean the arms. 

They are generally paid in fkins, goats and 
camels hair, or oftrich feathers, according 
to their agreement. Thofe who have:filver 
pay them a tenth part. of it’s weight for any 

G 3 thing 
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thing wrought out of that metal. On their 
return they fell what they have earned; four 
or five excurfions at moft enabling them to 
live afterwards at their eafe, in sens own 
country. 

The Mongearts, Leite ftand in need of 
other merchandife, fuch as fhoes, and articles 
ofdrefs, but they | have no artifans of their own 
nation. Wretched fandals are their only: ma- 
nufacture ; their other wants they fupply by 
going in caravans to Bilidulgerid, or to the 
Le a nation of Moors that inhabit the 
northern banks of the Niger. They give 4 
part of their cattle i in And) Ke 

Thofe whofe herds are alé fates 
for their fubfiftence, go without thefe articles 4 
goat-fkins, fewed together, ferve them as a 
drefs, and prote them from the viciflitudes 
of the feafons. — tif 

When they can procure the {tuff called 
| Guinea blues, for fhirts, they do not let flip 

_the opportunity ; it is the height of their 
finery ; ; but when that is not to be had they 
wear woollen ones ; having befides a haick, or 
kind of blanket, five ells long, and five quar- 
ters wide, and a cloak of camel’s hair, to 
DEA So 5 keep 
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keep off the dew or rain on the road, or dur- 
ing the night. 

“aie but the moft wealthy can procure 
this latter article ; the reft imitating it with 
goat-fkins, and wrapping a roll of linen, or 
other ftuff round their heads, in the form of a 
turban; this ufage is however only followed 
by the priefts, or thofe who have made a pil- 
grimage to Mecca. | 

They always carry a little leathern bag, fuf- 
pended from their neck, in which a put 
their tinder, their pipe, and their tobacco. 
Their. daggers are elegant; the hilt is always 
black, et inlaid with ivory; the blade is 
crooked, and fharp on either fide; the fheath 
is of brafs on one fide, and of filver on the 
other, and of very tolerable workmanfhip. 
They wear fabres when they can get them, 
and prefer thofe of Spanifh make. Their 
mufkets are always highly ornamented; the 
{tock is very {mall, and inlaid on every fide 
with ivory, and the barrel emboffed with 
brafs or filver, according to the opulence of 
the owner. There isa {pring to the lock, co- 
vering the priming, to prevent the piece from | 
going off, contrary to the intention of him 

| DE LUS who 
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who carries it. ‘The poor, who do not poféfs 
mufkets, wear daggers, made like the Flemith 
Knives, with leathern fheaths. They arm them- 
felves alfo with a thick ftick, to the end of 
‘which they fix a kind of iron wedge. This 
weapon is exceedingly dangerous at clofe quar- 
ters. Others carry zagays. In a word, the prin- 
cipal riches of an Arab, and his higheft gratifi- 


cations, are a handfome mufket and a good dag; . 


ger. He prefers them to neatnefs fr apparel ; 

fot as to drefs, it is indifferent to him, whether 
he be cloathed in Guinea blues, woollen ftuffs, 
or goat-kins. Their arms being their principal 
ornament, they take etree be care to put 
the mufkets in leathern bags, by way of keep- 
ing them in good order, and preferving them 
from the ruft. | Lip 
= Accuftomed to live on milk, and the‘corn 
they ‘procure from their neighbours, thefe 


people are entirely taken up with the care of. 


their cattle: agriculture is totally out of the 
‘queftion, and they are even fo flothful as not 
to provide their food till urged by hunger. 
‘Then perhaps it is not to be had, and they 
‘are obliged to be contented with milk, which, 
vey for tunately, i 18 always i in abundance. 


While 
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While the women are employed in houfe- 
hold affairs, the negroes and children of the 
Arabs tend the flocks. ‘They leave the tents 
about nine or ten in the morning, and do not 
return till the evening, the andrew of the 
Arabs who have no flaves taking care to carry 
victuals with them. The women would be 
beat, if they did not provide them with food. 
As to the negroes, they fet off fafting. It is 
true, that however favage be the country, they 
are fure of meeting with roots, fuch as truf- 
fies, and {weet potatoes, and with a red fruit, 
much fmaller than sujubes, but of the fame 
' tafte. Many other wild plants, that afford 
nourifhment are alfo to be met with. 

‘As tothe men, they go either to the places 
of ee of feveral hordes, or to the public 
markets, where they procure every thing 
they want for their houfehold, or for hunting; 
the game they are the fondeft of purfuing is 
the oftrich, becaufe it affords the moft food 
and profit: As horfes are indifpenfably necef- 
fairy for this fpecies of hunting, it is under- 
taken by horfemen alone, who go out twenty 
together, and ride againft the wind at about a 
Sania of a. league diftatieel behind one ano- 

ther. 
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ther. They rufh upon the animal as foon ag 
they perceive it. 

The oftrich, being unable to make ufe of 
it’s wings againit the wind, turns towards 
them, and eafily avoids the firft horfeman. 
If it’s agility fave it from the fecond and third, 
it is impoflible for it to efcape the reft. They 
feldom have recourfe totheir mufket to knock 
it down; a ftick, about two feet in length, 
fufficing to bring it to the ground. They 
then lofe no time in killing it, pluck out it’s 
feathers, divide them as well as the flefh, and 
retire each to his family, where they do not 
fail to regale themfelves with the produce of 
their fport. 

When a number of Mongearts have join- 
ed in an affociation for hunting, pillaging 
their enemies, or trade, they divide the booty 
or property acquired, into as many fhares as 
there are perfons to partake of it; then, to 
avoid all difpute, each putting fomething or 
other into the fkirt of a pague, mingle them 
together, and the firft child, woman, or 
ftranger, who happens to pafs, takes thefe 
effe€ts, which he knows nothing about, and 
lays one upon each fhare, Every one recog- 

iP nizes, 
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nizes his own, and happy is he who has the 
 Jargeft lot. This fimple and natural mode of 
divifion faves them an infinite number of dif- 
putes. The market-women in Brittany, fol- 
low the fame cuftom, and never have any 
contention about their fhares. 

When the tents are feparated by families, 
for the greater covenience of pafture, the men 
and boys, great and {mall, aflemble at the fet-. 
ting of the fun, on the hill the neareft at hand 
to their refpective herds, and there exercife 
 themfelvesin their different {ports of dexterity 
or ftrength, or join in a dance. Generally 
there are two or three negro muficians with 
them, who, with their favage mufic, excite 
their hearts to joy. They remain in thefe af- 
femblies till near midnight, when they retire 
to their tents to feek repofe. ; 

On Friday, their great feftival, feveral 
hordes affemble, and pafs the whole day in di- 
verfions of various kinds ; they ride races, ex- 
ercife themfelves in the ufe of arms, and emu- 
late one another in thefe public fports. 

It is in thefe affemblies that the moft pro- 
mifing youths diftinguifh themfelves. They 
attract the attention of all the fpeétators, and 

in 
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in {tate concerns the moft experienced are 
chofen to watch over the common weal. . It 
is alfo from among thefe young men that is 
{eleted-the advanced guard that marches be- 
fore the caravan in the rainy feafon. 

All the riches of the Mongearts confift in’ 
their herds, and accordingly they take the 
greateit care to preferve them. If a beaft be 
‘fick, every thing is done to cure it; no care 
is {pared ; it is even treated with more atten- 
tion than a man; but when it evidently ap- 
pears that there is no hope of faving it’s life, 
they kill and eat it: -If it be a camel, the 
neighbours are called in to partake of the re- _ 
vii if a goat, the inhabitants of the tent 
fuffice for it’s confumption. 

An animal that dies without fhedding blood 
is unclean. It’s throat muft be cut; hé per- 
fon who kills it turning to the eaft, and pro- 
nouncing beforehand the firft words of the ge- 
1eral prayer. 

An animal killed by a wild boar is unclean ; 
nor is it eaten although it’s blood has been 
fhed, becaufe the wild boar 1s itfelf an unclean 
beaft. That fpecies is fo numerous in the de- 
fert that they do more Dee than all the 

other 
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other wild beafts together. The Arabs kill 
as many as they can; but never tafte their 
flefh. | 

Whatever loffes an Arab may meet with, he 
is never heard to complain ;- he rifes fuperior 
to poverty, fupports hunger, thirft and fa- 
tigue, with patience, and his courage is proof 
againit every event. | God will have it fo, 
fays he; he employs, however, every means 
in his power to avert misfortune; and often 
expofes himfelf to the greateft dangers to Re 
cure matters of no real utility. 

When a father of a family dies, all the ef- 
fes in his tent are feized upon by the eldeft 
fon prefent at his deceafe. Gold; filver, 
trinkets, every thing difappears, and the ab- 
fent children have only an equal fhare in the 
divifion of the cattle and the flaves. The 
girls are entirely excluded from all parti- 
cipation, and take up their refidence with their : 
eldeft brother. | 

If the deceafed leave children in helplefs in- 
fancy, the, mother takes them with her to 
her fifter’s, if fhe have a fifter married; if 
not, to her own maternal roof. ‘The dead 
man’s poffeffions, however, are not loft; the 

| chief 
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chief of the horde takes care of them, and de- 
jivers them in equal portions to the heirs, as 
foon as they are old enough to manage their | 
own property. If an Arab die without male 
children, his wife returns to her relations, 
and his brother inherits his effects. 

The women are much more refpected 
among the Mongearts than among the neigh- 
bouring nations ; they are neverthelefs in 
a {tate of fubjeétion that nearly approaches 
flavery. They are obliged to prepare the 
food, to fpin the goats and camels hair, of 
which the tents are made, to milk the cattle, 
to pick up the neceflary fupply of wood for 
the night, and when the hour of repaft is 
come, that is to fay, the fetting of the fun, 
they wait upon their hufbands. ! 

All the freemen and flaves of the fame reli- 
gion eat together, the remains ferving for 
the women. Thofe who have negrefles are 
always idle, and have nothing to do but to 
give their orders; the greater number are in 
this predicament, none but the families who 
have fuftained loffes being deftitute of flaves, 
and hence it is that the women are almoftak 
ways unemployed. 


Althou oh 
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_ Although polygamy be authorifed by their 

religion, few Arabs however take more than 
one wife. ‘They repudiate her, it is true, at 
will, when fhe does not bear them boys, but 
then fhe is free to live with another man; but 
if, on the contrary, fhe have the good fortune 
to have one or more male children, her huf- 
band’s regard for her is inconceivable. She 
has no longer a divorce to fear, has an abfo- 
lute authority in the tent, and pafles her 
_ whole time in converfation, fleep, or dancing, 
as fhe thinks fit. The captive negrefles do 
all her work, and are no longer affifted in 
their labour by the Arab’s wife, who treats 
them on the contrary with the greateft Baath 
nefs and arrogance. 

When a Woman is not agreeable to her huf- 
band, or when he is difagreeable to her, they 
have it in their power to part. The forma- 
lity in this cafe confifts in the wife’s retiring 
to her parents. If the hufband be attached to 
her he goes thither in queft of her; but if 
fhe perfift in refufing to return fhe is free, 
and at liberty to marry another. If however 
fhe have had a child, efpecially a boy, the has 
not the fame privilege; in that cafe, if her 

retreat 
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retreat fhould laft more than'eight days, if 
might be punifhed with death. 

When a man beats his wife, it ts a fure fier 
that he is fincerely attached to her, and that 
he does not mean to part with her ; if he con 
tent himfelf with reproaches, the wife thinks 
herfelf defpifed, and infallibly retires to her 
parents. Hence it is that in the moft trifling 
difputes the women, are cruelly beaten : they 
prefer it to the complaints that the hufband 

might make to their parents; this proof be- 
ing the moft certain one of a man’s fondnefs 
for his wife. When a girl marries, fhe makes 
up her mind to fuch treatment, -deeming it 
much more fupportable than the Ra 2x 
fhe would otherwife experience from: her fa 
mily, in confequence of her Buena s com- 
plants. 

The wife brings no portion to her recs 
When a2 Mongeart is defirous of undertaking 
the care of a family, he pitches upon the girl 
that pleafes him the moft, and afks her of Ker 
father without further formalhty ; nor can the 
latter refufe her, unlefs the man who pretends 
to her hand, have done fomething contrary to 
thelaws of the nation. ‘The girls 15  conduëted by 

het 
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her parents to the tent of her future hufband, 
where there is always an abundant repañt pre- 
pared for the ceremony. Prefents are made 
to the father; but if the fon-in-law be poor 
his wife’s family affift him, and furnifh him 
with the means of incfeafing his flocks ; if, on 
thé contrary, he be rich, and the father poor, 
he fupports the whole family in his own 
tent. | 

The fidelity of the women is rachis 
different in their opinions from all the other 
Mahometans, they think they are immortal 
like the men; but they do not flatter them: 
felves with the poflibility of pretending to 
happinefs in the other world, unlefs when 
they fhall have béen faithful to their hufbands. 
If they fhould fail in this duty, they think they 
fhould be the eternal flaves of the more vir: — 
tuous part of their fex, without ever pattaking 
of their blifs. 

They often vifit one ahother: on thefe oc: 
cafions; the honour confifts in lettirig the fe: 
male who comes to fee her friend or relation 
do all the work of the tent. The vifitor af 
fumes the management of every thing, drefles 
the victuals, churns the butter, and keeps her- 

FRE felf 
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felf continually employed; while her friend 
entertains her with an account of the different 
affairs of the family or nation. | 

The heartinefs of the welcome is meafured 
by the extent of the work fubmitted to the 
gueft, who generally prepares double ‘the 
ufual quantity of food, fo that the Arab is 
obliged to invite his neighbours to partake of 
the repaft. The flaves are always pleafed 
with thefe entertainments, a larger portion 
then coming to their lot. It is the bufinefs 
of the vifitor to do the honours; nor will 
fhe fuffer any body about her to remain dif- 
fatisfied. 

As neither fex wears. linen, and as hes want 
of water will not admit of their cloaths be- 
ing frequently wafhed, they are covered with 
vermin, ‘That they may not feel the incon- 
venience, and that they may rid themfelves 
of the bite of the gnats, they rub their whole 
bodies with butter or greafe, always prefer- 
ring the moftrancid. ‘This givesthem an un- 
fufferable fmell to who all are not accuftomed 
to it by long habit. The negreffes, efpecial- 
ly, who have naturally an ill fmell, exhale a 
{cent fufficient to difguft a man of the leaft 
| delicacy ; 
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delicacy; infomuch that, notwithftanding 
my acquaintance with the country, I rather 
chofe to fleep in the open air, than to remain 
in the fame tent with a negrefs. 

An Arab mutt be poor indeed, -not to have 
at leaft one negro flave. His fole occupation 
is the care of the herd. ‘They are never em- 
ployed in war, but they have it in their power 
to marry. ‘Their wives, who are captive ne- 
grefles, do all the domeftic work, and are 
roughly treated by the Arabian women, and 
by the Arabs themfelves. Their children are 
flaves like them, and put to all kinds of 
drudgery. — 

In their infancy, the little negroes may at- 
tend the public fchools, and join in all the 
amufements of the young Arabs: but if they 
be guilty of a fault, they are rigoroufly pu- 
nifhed: thefe people, who have {fo blind a 
complaifance for their children, becaufe they 
do not fuppofe they have fufficient knowledge, 
have no kind of confideration for thofe of the 
negroes, but treat them with unheard of bar- 
barity. If it happen that an Arab have a boy 
by a negrefs, fhe is better treated, without 
however ceafing to be a flave. Her child is 

H 2 brought 
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brought up like the other Arabs, and enjoys 
freedom, and the rank of citizen. 

When the mafter of a tent has a CHAR 
flave, which only happens when there has 
been a fhipwreck on the coaft, the white is 
confidered as fuperior to the negro, although 
the latter be a Mahometan. He is fed fepa- 
rately, his victuals are taken from the gene- 
ral ftock, and if any remain, which can only 
happen on days of ceremony, neither the wo- 
men nor even the flaves will touch it: they 
carry their {cruples {o far as not even to make 
ufe of any thing that has contained a Chrif- 
tian’s food. As to the latter’s occupations, I 
have faid enough of them in my relation of the 
fhipwreck. 

If the Chriftian be a child, he is treated like 
thofe of the Arabs, and has no tafk fet him, . 
obeying only the impulfe of his will The 
Moor who fhould be rath enough to ftrike 
him, would run a rifk of his life. Our cabin- 
boys fuffered nothing in their flavery; no 
fervice was required from them; they did 
whatever they pleafed; and when the horde: 
removed, the women took the greateft care 
to make them get upon the camels, for fear 
of their being fatigued. | 


Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding the hardfhips experienced 
in this country, it is full fortunate for the 
fhipwrecked man to be of the French or En g- 
lifh nation. Some time before us a Spanifh 
bark had the misfortune to run aground, near 
the place where we were loft; there were 
fourteen men, and two women on board. As 
it appeared that they came from the Canary 
Iflands, they were all maffacred without 
mercy, except the women, who were referved 
for fale at Morocco. Nor is it without rea- 
fon that the Mongearts act in this manner 
with the inhabitants of the Canaries, and even 
with all Spaniards whatever; we afterwards 
learned that their hatred arofe from the na- 
‘tives of the above iflands making frequent 
defcents upon their coafts, and carrying off 
men, women, and cattle, every thing in fhort | 
that they meet with; | 
Thefe people are ignorant of what becomes 
of their countrymen, and facrifice, without | 
exception, all thofe of the Spanifh nation that 
fall into their hands; while, on the contrary, 
they treat the French and Englith as well as 
they can, and that is bad enough. They are 
acquainted with the two latter nations by 
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the trade they carry on along the banks of 


the Niger, and in all the cities fubjeét to the 
dominion of the Emperor of Morocco. 


Medicine is almoft unknown among the > 
Mongearts, their priefts alone being the depo- . 


fitaries of the fecrets of that important art. 
Their general remedies for internal difeafes 
are regimen, reft, and a few maxims of the 
Alcoran, which the pricit myfterioufly applies 
to the affected part. 

In the head-ach they bind the head with 
fuch extraordinary violence as to force out the 
blood. from the forehead. Flefh wounds are 
cured with fire; that‘is to fay, a flab is heated 


by cauterizing the injured part with the red- 


hot blade of a knife. ‘Turtle’s oil and tar are 
then put upon it, the wound is enveloped 
with herbs of known efficacy, and by thefe 
means they bring about a fpeedy cure. 
The country is full of antelopes, wild boars, 
. lions, tygers, apes, and ferpents. The tyger’s 
fkin fells to advantage; that of the fnake is 
carefully preferved, being of ufe, as they fay, 
in ftrengthening the fight, which is eafily loft 
in a country where one.is obliged to lie in the 
open air. A bandage of this {kin is put upon 
| the 


7 ee 


COAST OF AFRICA. 103 


the eyes, and the patient in a fhort time finds . 
relief. One of our failors was cured in this 
manner, in CIF days, on the road to Tan- 
gier. ; 
The fcorpion carries the antidote to it’s 
own poifon: itis fufficient to crufh it ae 
the wound, otherwife, to efcape death, 
would foon be neceflary to cut off the sittin 
part, the venom fpeedily communicating it- 
felf to the circulation. : 

‘Snakes are very common in the Defert, but: 
it contains few fcorpions ; the latter fpecies 
delights in old ruins, and is very numerous in 
deferted cities. 

The wild boars do very great mifchief. 
They often rufh upon the flocks of goats; 
but as the Mongearts are always armed, ei- 
ther with mufkets, or fome-other weapon, 
they killa great many, and endeavour to keep 
them at the greateft diftance poflible from 
their Bublencoay 

The cround in the Defert is sauieuleivated: 
and Aon every where parched up; few 
trees are met with, the country being only 
covered with brufh-wood; here and there, 
however, palm and date-trees are feen, but 

H 4 they 
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they are very fearce. Fine plains alfo occur, 
that might be made productive, did not three 
reafons oppofe their cultivation. The firft 
arifes from the inhabitants’ manner of living, 
who content the mfelves with a milk diet, of 
which they have always a plenty ; the fecond 
from the wandering life they lead, without a 
fettled abode, and very often never fetting 
their feet a fecond time in the fpot from 
whieh they remove: the third and moft 
weighty one is, their being obliged to leave 
the plains in the rainy rae eae to take 
refuge in the mountains ; ; fo that being un- 
der the neceflity of removing from place 
to place, they might not be able to gather in 
their harveft, and thus would lofe the fruits 
of their labour. 

All cultivation is alfo oppofed by the flying 
fand, which, being infinitely light, rifes into 
high mountains, pat frequently fhift their 
nies It is very remarkable that this fand 
forms itfelf into mounds, at regular intervals 
of diftance, as if they had been thrown up on 
purpofe with a deal of labour. This fand is 
one of the gr eatett inconveniences of the 


country. When the wind begins to fill the 
oe he 25 air 
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air with it, the Arabs decamp without delay, 
load their camels, turn their backs upon the 
gale, and hafte away : but for this wife pre- 
caution a fingle night would be enough to 
heap fifty feet of fand upon their heads. 

- All thefe cuftoms are nearly general among 
the Trafars, and the Bracnars, nations ee 
biting the northern banks of the N iger. The 
latter differ only in fome few unimportant 
cuftoms, that proceed from their communica- 
tion with the negroes, from whom they are 

feparated only by the river. 

. ‘Thefe ufages are likewife general in Bili- 
dulgerid, and in the ftates dependent on the 
Emperor of Morocco: for this reafon, when © 
{peaking of the nations that inhabit thofe fe- 
veral countries, I fhall only dwell upon the 
cuftoms that are not in practice among the 
Mongearts.. 

It only remains to obferve, that all thefe 
nations call and think themfelves but one, and 
that they are denominated, without diftinction, 
Ataks or Moors. In the Defert they are 
pleafed with the name of Monfelemines. It 
icems as if they were honoured by that ap- 


peilation, of which they are proud, although 
the 
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the true Monfelemines, are their moft inve- 
terate enemies. | | 


BILIDULGERID. 


_BrLmpuLGErID, in the part I have travelled 
through, is inhabited by a people known by: 
the general name of Monfelemines. ‘They 
differ in their religion and cuftoms from the 
Moors their neighbours, and from the Mon- 
gearts, inhabitants of the Defert. This varia- 
tion however is hardly perceptible. The 
parts that confine on Morocco follow the 
cuftoms of that empire, unlefs in one fingular 
particular. ‘They that are in the vicinity of 
the Defert, and do not turn their attention to 
trade, adhere more clofely to the prejudices 
of their nation. | 

This Arabian tribe, no doubt, derives its ori- 
gin and name from the fectaries of Mofeilama, 
a contemporary of the great prophet. They 
have the fame love of liberty as the ancient 
Arabs, and follow, in all refpects, the cuftoms 
of the people who lived in the remoter ages. 
Like the Mahometans they have the greateft 


refpect 
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| ; 
refpec&t for the prophet, but they are far from 
believing that he was infallible; that his de- 
fcendants are all infpired by God, that their 
willis a law, and that it is impoflible to be 
a good Mahometan, without giving faith to 
Sie ideas. 
‘This nation, in the part wafhed by the At- 
lantic, occupies a fpace of land of various 
qualities, from about twenty leagues from Sv. 
Croix de Barbarie to the diftance of about 
thirty beyond Cape Non. The limits of their 
poffeflions are indicated by lofty columns, 
placed at diftant intervals towards the Defert. 
This they have done as they have thought 
fit, the inhabitants of the Defert never inter- 
fering, and even inhabiting unmolefted by 
any body, the fpots where the pillars ftand. 
Some people pretend that thefe columns 
were erected by the Emperors of Morocco, to 
mark the bounds of their empire. However 
it may be, the country is inhabited by an af- 
femblage of true Arabs, defcended from the: 
ancient Arabs, and of fugitive Moors. from: 
the empire of Morocco. ~ : 
The government is republican. "They de- 
fend themfelves with great courage, choofe 


now 
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new chiefs every year, and pafs for invincible 
in the eyes of the Moors, as well on account 
of the difficulty of penetrating into their 
country, furrounded as it is on every fide by 
fteep and arid mountains, as from their cou- 
rage, and the obftinate refiftance they oppofeto 
the efforts of their enemies. 

This nation, more civilized than thofe that 
inhabit the defert, 1s not for ever wandering 
from region to region ; but is fettled in towns 
that are all fituated upon the-declivity of hills. 
Their houfes are built of ftone and earth, 
and are of a conftruction fimilar to thofe of 
the Moors; they are low, and covered with 
terrafles that are laid floping to carry off the 
water. The heavy rains that prevail in this 
country for three months of the year, are 
gréatly prejudicial to this kind of habitations ; 
infomuch that they are obliged to change 
their abode every fifteen or twenty years. 
The towns are inhabited by the artifans, and 
opulent people, as well as by the Jews, who 
are occupied in a variety of work... The 
Monfelemines ‘have mofques, where. they 
affemble to pray on Fridays. Although that 
day is confecrated to religious duties, it does 

nat 
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not prevent them from working: it is the 
day of their principal market, when the 
country people, and Arabs of the Defert re- 
pair thither to trade. There are public 
fquares for the fale of merchandife, the in- 
habitants alone having little fhops to expofe 
their goods to fale. As to the others, they 
merely fpread them out upon the fquare. If 
any difputes arife, the old men judge with- 
out appeal, andthe fuit is immediately ter- 
minated. | te | 
More induftrious and more laborious than 
their neighbours, thé Monfelemine nation 
cultivates the earth. The chief of each fa- 
mily having chofen the ground that appears 
to him moîft proper, they flightly turn up 
the furface of the earth with a kind of crook, 
and then throw in the feed. They take care 
to furround the field with bufhes, to indicate 
the {pot that has been cultivated, and to keep 
off the cattle of the wandering Arabs. The 
crop is ripe three months after the fowing of 
the feed, generally at the end of March : 
they cut their corn at about fix inches from 
the ear, and make it up intolittle bundles, 
Every body then goes to work from morning 


till 


’ 
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till night without intermiffion. The corn is 
brought before the tent, threfhed, winnowed, 
‘and then laid by. As foon as the harvett is 
over they fet fire to the ftraw that remains 
ftanding, and abandon the field for two or 
three years. | | 

Their method of keeping thst corn ‘is 
exactly fimilar to that of the inhabitants of 
_ Barbary. ‘They make for the purpofe a great 
hole in the earth, in the form of the frujirum 
ofacone, and fill it with wood, to which 
they fet fire: this operation over, they clean 
the cavity, and there depofit the half-win- 
nowed corn: they then take {trong planks, 
lay them clofe to one another, and cover the 
whole with eafth. By thefe means, it ‘is 
rendered impoflible to cut off their fupplies in 
time of war, the enemy marching, without 
knowing it, over heaps of corn: : 

The iutanidiabie of the plains make a fdp 
in feed-time, and return at the moment of 
the harveft: every one knows the fpot he has 
cultivated, and reaps the crop. When they 
have done fo, they lay by the corn in the 
manner I have juft mentiened, and go wan- 
dering about in all direftions with dei cattle, 


only 
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only taking with them what is abfolutely 
neceffary. When they find that their ftock 
is nearly exhaufted, féveral individuals well 
armed, fet off with their camels, and go to 
the magazines of the horde to fetch a fupply. 
Every one fhares in proportion to the number 
ef men he employed in labouring for the 
common advantage. 

The laws of. das ipitality are Local ob- 
ferved among the wandering tribes; and here, 
asin the Defert, the traveller pays nothing for 
his entertainment. It is not the fame in the 
towns, where the multitude of ftrangers that 
frequent the market, oblige them to exact 
payment, otherwife the inhabitants would 
ever be poor, fince on the market days, and 
thofe of aflembly, they would have an in- 
finite number of aliens to fupport. As to 
lodgings, the country Arabs always fleep 
upon the terrafles in the open air, the in- 
habitants permitting none but their kinfmen, 
friends, or chiefs of hordes to enter their 
houfes. The negro flaves belonging to them 
carefully examine the number of perfons that 
afk for victuals, give it them at the door 
according to their number, adding a fufficient 

Roi a quantity 
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quantity of water to quench their thirft: 
There is à feparate yard for the horfes; but 
unlefs their mafters ftay all night, nothing is 
given them. When they do, three pounds 
of barley are diftributed to each horfe at the 
clofe of the day, and that is all they get for 
four andtwenty hours. I have dwelt a little 
upon this article, becaufe when I lived with 
Hali Laze, to whofe houfe the country. 
| people ufed to come for food, I have feen all 
this put in practice feveral times. 

Thofe who refide in the towns have itt 
general no cattle, but profefs fome trade; 
fuch as weaver, fhoemaker, goldfmith, pot- 
ter, &c. The principal ones, however; donot 
apply to any of thefe occupations: ‘They 
have a great many cows, horfes, eamels; — 

fheep, goats, and poultry of every kind : 
their negroes have a great deal of work to do, 
and are harfhly treated. ‘Thofe who tend the 
cattle are undoubtedly the moft happy; but 
thofe who are kept at home for domeftie oc: 
cupations; have much to undergo. They 

mutt téke care of the repairs of the building, 
fupply the houfe with wood afd water, RE 
prepare the corn. The negrefles reduce it 
to 
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to meal, making ufe for that purpofe of ftone 
mills, like thofe that are ufed in France to 
erind pepper and muftard : they alfo drefs the 
victuals, and are inceflantly employed from 
morning to night. The negro fhepherd on 
the contrary; knows no care but that of his 
flock ; always finds his repaft ready ; is well 
cloathed and well armed; and has a little re- 
treat for himfelf and his family. | 

. This country is well peopled, and would 
be more fo, but for the continual wars its in- 
habitants are obliged to fupport againit the 
Emperor of Morocco. It is improperly faid 
that this nation is in rebellion againft him; 
for they never were his fubje&s. When a 
Moorifh army takes the field, the inhabitants 
of Bilidulgerid, who have many of their 
countrymen fettled in the Morocco domi- | 
nions, are fpeédily apprized, hold themfelves 
prepared ; and all the inhabitants of the coun- 
try cantons being well mounted, they com- 
pofe formidable bodies of cavalty, take poflef- 
fion of the paffes, and maffacre without mercy — 
any troops that may have the temerity to ad- 
venture within them. No prifoners are made 


on either fide. ‘The women and the flaves, 
I efcorted — 
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efcorted by a fufficient number of warriors 
for their defence, quit their habitations, and 
retire to the interior parts of the country, 
fometimes they even retire to the Defert. 
The liberty thefe people enjoy encourages 
them to fupport the greateft fatigue. They 
confider it as the firft of all bleflings,. and 
fight to the laft extremity to preferve their 
rights, The trade, between Barbary and 
Zaara, of which they have the exclufive pof- 
feffion, renders them opulent, and according- 
ly they are fure to hold out, and terminate 
the war to advantage. As, this country is 
the retreat of the rich Moors, who with to 
withdraw from the Emperor’s tyrannic fway, 
they have always many among them, who 
being acquainted with the Moorifh cuftoms, 
enables them by their counfels to guard 
againft all furprife. There is no danger of 
their being betrayed by thefe fugitives, who 
have been plundered and condemned to death 
in their own country. So far from it, they 
always fight with obftinacy; and rather 
choofe to die with their arms in their hands, 
than to let themfelves be taken, and executed 
before the eyes of the whole nation. 


The 
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The Monfelemine, richer than any of the 
people that inhabit the provinces fubje& to 
the dominion of Morocco, is always well 
clothed and wellarmed. He pays no tribute, 
enjoys the fruit of his labour, and of his 
commerce ; and having nothing to contribute 
to the charges of the ftate, every thing he 
can acquire is his own. ‘There is this differ- 
ence between the fugitive Moors and the 
natives, that the latter are always armed, 
whether refiding in the country, reforting to 
the markets, prefent at the aflemblies of the 
nation, or paying vifits :: the fugitive Moors, 
on the contrar ÿ, even be they princés, never 
bear arms but fo the country, when they 
take the field. 

The women are no mote flaves than thofe 
of Zaata. Thofe of the towns remain ina 
kind of feraglio, each man having as many 
as he can maintain. ‘The moft refpected are 
they who bear male children. Although 
their apartment is diftin@ from that of the 
men, admittance to them is not forbidden. 
They are well clothed, and the hufband not 
being jealous, they may be feen, may walk 
A the town and vifit their friends. When 
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they go out they have a veil, which covers 
them entirely, but which is ufelefs, nay, 
even inconvenient, fince they take it off, 
whenever they meet any one to whom they 
with to fpeak. ‘They are more humane thofe 
of Zaara, and are not like them for ever liable 
to blows. ‘Tey think it is poffible for their 
hufbands to love them, without giving them 
fuch folid proofs of their fondnefs. ‘Their 
nails and face they paint with red and yellow, 
and ftain the edges of their eye-lids with 
black. When they paint only one fide of | 
their face, they have no communication with 
the men; a cuftom that is*common to all 
thefe nations, even to thofe who inhabit the 
banks of the Niger. ; 
The children are breualt up with the 
createft care; but they re not, like thofe 
of Zaara, any proofs of courage to give to be 
confidered as men. Age alone, their dex- 
terity in the management of their horfes and 
arms, and their labour in harveft time fuffice. 
When they marry, a portion is given them, 
confifting of apparel, arms, and cattle; and 
they afterwards become whatever their in- 
gies or opportunities may permit. Thofe 
who 
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who have a knowledge of their religion turn | 
priefts, marry as well as the reft, and praétice 
all the exercifes of their countrymen. They 
are, however, more refpected, and in their old 
age become the judges of the nation. If they 
meet with misfortunes they are fupported, 
whereas thofe who are not of that holy pro- 
feflion, find no refource but in their induftry, 
in the plunder for which they adventure on 
the territory of their neighbours, the Moors, 
or in the profit of the caravans. 

The horfemen are more re{pected than the 
reft, having no employment but the ufe of 
arms, and being for ever in the practice of 
it, both in peace and war. In the field they 
behave courageouily ; in time of peace, they 
exercife themfelves in the management of. 
their horfes, and in a variety of military 
évolutions. ‘They alfo efcort the caravans, 
for which fervice they receive pay, being 
obliged to buy and keep their horfes them- 
felves. They are eafily known, for being 
almoît always on horfeback, and wearing no 
boots, they have a callous lump on that part 
of the leg, that comes in contaét with the 


iron of the ftirrup, Thefe people are the 
I 3 moft 
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moft formidable robbers in the world: they 
rufh with unequalled rapidity on thofe they 
mean to plunder, and without giving them 
time to ftand on their defence, carry off every 
thing that comes in their way. Their horfes, 

mich they break in an admirable manner, 

and for the wants of which they are always 
able to provide, are the beft in exiftence. 
They are taken the greateft care of, know 
their mafter, are obedient to his voice, and 
will not bear to be backed by any other man. 

The chief, in time of war, is chofen in- 
difcriminately from among the natives, or 
the fugitive Moors. His. authority lafts no 
longer than the campaign; but during that 
time it is abfolute. When it is expired, he 
gives an account of his actions to the old men 
febied. and 1s rewarded or punifhed, ac- 
cording to his fuccefs or his condu&. His 
fucceflor is then appointed, and he ferves in 
the army, undiftinguifhed from the common 
mafs of individuals. 

Thefe people have a chief prieft, per 
they treat with a refpect bordering on admi- 
ration. His name is Sidy Mohammet Moufla, 
and his ordinary refidence at: ‘about fifteen 

leagues 
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leagues from Cape Non, near the town called 
Illeric. Although this man has no troops at 
his command, he is neverthelefs the moft 
powerful of all Africa; his authority is in- 
deed without bounds. If he order war to be 
made upon the Emperor of Morocco, war ts 
proclaimed: if he wifh it to ceafe, the war 
is at anend. ‘Though he has no property of 
his own, every fine isat his difpofal. Every 
family makes him a yearly prefent, vying 
with one another in the richnefs of the gift. 
He adminifters juftice to every one ; (ibeaies 
all accufations to his council, and a few days 
after, pronounces a definitive fentence. He 
requires nothing from any body, and yet all 
are inclined to give. Widely different in his 
principles and conduét from the Emperor of 
Morocco, he does not pretend to be infpired 
by the prophet ; nor has he the audacity to 
make his people believe fo; he liftens on the 
contrary to the advice of the wife and expe- 
rienced, and gives judgment in conformity 
with their opinions. His dominion extends 
over all the nations of Bilidulgerid and Zaara. 
The very Moors refpe& him; and the Em- 
peror himfelf, all-powerful as he is, has 
never dared to make an attack on this man’s 

I 4 authority, 


120 | VOYAGES TO THE. 


bere nor to fend i troops towards the 
place he inhabits. This ought to convince 
him that the authority which proceeds from 
the love of the people, is a thoufand times 
greater than that conferred by terror, or a 
warlike force. | | 
The Jews, difperfed in the different parts 
Mit country, live only in the towns, and 
never cultivate the earth, although much re- 
mains unoccupied. ‘They all turn their at- 
tention to trade, work in a variety of ways, 
and are obliged to purchaïe the neceffaries of 
life. This nation, among the Monfelemines, 
is what the flave is in Barbary. They are 
made to work according to the pleafure of 
the Arabs, nor are they even allowed the 
wretched liberty of complaining. A Jew - 
never carries arms: if he had the misfortune _ 
to do fo, and fhould defend himfelf againit an 
Arab, he would be punifhed with death, 
the vengeance may even extend to his family. 
The free exercife of their religion is however 
left them, which, joined to the avarice that 
defcends from one generation to another of 
this wandering nation, makes them fuffer all 
the indignities, that à man of the leatt feeling 
would revolt at. 


Diférent 
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Different from their neighbours, the Mon- 
gearts and the Moors, the Monfelemines 
never endeavour to make profelytes. When 
they have a chriftian flave, they treat him 
with humanity, let him want for nothing, 
and put him to no painful tafk. Money, 
their darling idol, is the caufe of this indul- 
gence. ‘They deteft the chriftians, but they 
love money; and fear that the ill-treatment 
of their flaves might occafion their ficknefs 
or death, and thus rob them of the expected 
ranfom: it isto money, that the chriftians, 
whofe evil ftar conduéts them to that country, 
‘owe the little comfort they experience there. 
Among the Mongearts, a chriftian who 
fhould chaunt the prayer, or fuffer circumci- 
fion, would have his liberty and the rank of 
citizen; the family to which he might have 
belonged, would give him cattle to enable 
him to live like them. A chriftian at Mo- 
rocco, whofe curiofity fhould carry him with- 
in a mofque, would be put to death, or forced 
to aflume the turban. But among the Mon- 
{elemines he would have nothing to fear; 
money there takes the lead of religion ; they 
would content themfelves with turning him 
out, 
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out, without even giving him a blow; but 
they would make he pay as much as his 
means might permit. 

Among je Moors, a chriftian ene fhould 
- be at with a woman of the nation, would 
be forced to turn Mahometan to avoid death ; 
but among the Monfelemines the- woman 
alone is ati She is put into a fack, 
and thrown into the fea: the chriftian has 
nothing to apprehend; money is his faviour. 

If in a difpute, a chriftian flave defend 
himfelf againft his mafter, the crime is pu- 
nifhed with death among the neighbouring 
nations; but among the Monfelemines it re- 
mains unpunifhed, or is at moft repaid with 
afew ftripes. The money expected for his 
-ranfom protects him: ‘that is the touchftone 
that puts every thing to the proof. 

If an Arab kill a Jew, or a man of his own 
nation, a fmall fine to the Jew’s family faves 
him; but he is obliged to pay a large fum to 


that of the Arab. This rE ae thirft of 


gold is the more inconceivable, as the inha- 
_bitants of thefe countries hardly make any 
ufe of it. They hoard it up with care, and 
often deny themfelves the neceflaries of life, 


rather 
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rather than {pend the fmalleft piece of money : 
when a father of a family dies, although he 
has accumulated a great deal during his life, 
none is ever found among his effects; he has 
buried it in the earth unknown to every body. 
He hopes, no doubt, to be the better forit after | 
his death, and to be refpected in the other 
world, according to the quantity of fpecie he 
fhall have had in his poffeffion. Mifers fhould 
go to that country ; they would there learn 
means of economy that would fhew them, 
that. in comparifon with the Arabs, they are 
perfect prodigals. 

The Mongearts have not near fo great a 
luft for gold or filver: they employ thofe 
metals only to make trinkets for their women, 
when they procure any by a fhipwreck or the 
fale of their productions; and will willingly 
exchange it for gunpowder or other articles 
ufeful to their exiftence, or pleafing to their 
fancy. 

The country of the Cie | is very 
fertile, producing all the neceflaries of life, 
almoft without cultivation. ‘The plains are 
watered by an infinite number of ftreams that 
render them fruitful. Palm, date, fig, and 

almond 
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almond trees abound. They have alfo large” 
quantities of oil; wax and tobacto, which 
they fell at the public markets, the merchan- 
dize of the country being carried to Mo- 
gador. Very good grapes are cultivated in 
the gardens, are dried by the Arabs, and 
converted into brandy by the Jews. . 

This abundance enables the inhabitants to 
live better than thofe of Zaara: in the country, 
however, their frugality approaches that of 
the Defert ; for as the Arabs of Zaara, are 
often. obliged for want of corn to ‘content 
themfelves with milk, fo the Monfelemines,, 
that they may not make fuch frequent vifits — 
to their magazines, eat only in the evening. 
In the towns they live well, making two 
meals a day, one at about ten o’clock, and 
the other at the fetting of the fun, which 
gives a great deal of occupation to the ne- 
ereffes; for they are almoft inceflently em- 
ployed in grinding the corn, and drefling the 
victuals. The inhabitants of the {mall towns 
alfo fleep in a more comfortable manner; 
they fpread mats on the floor of their apart- 
ments, make ufe of linen, and reft quietly, 
without being expofed to the night air. 


Their 
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Their ways of treating wounds and difeafes 
are precifely the fame as thofe of the in- 
habitants of the Defert. © ; 


THE EMPIRE OF MOROCCO. 


THE peolpe fubject to the dominion of the | 
Emperor of Morocco, are lefs happy than 
thofe of whom I have juft fpoken. The 
prejudices of their nation, the arbitrary power 
of their princes, whom they believe to be — 
_ defcended from the great prophet, the pillage 
to which they are ever expofed, whether at 
war or not, the neceflity of concealing their 
property, for fear of being ftripped of it by 
the Emperor or his governors, all concur to 
make them flaves and barbarians. They have 
no regard for their neighbours ; plunder and 
rob one another as often as it is in their 
power; and fubject in-every thing to the 
will of an imperious mafter, they have not 
even the liberty of lamenting their fad fitua- 
tion. ‘Their greateft misfortunes, no doubt, is 
their ignorance of all the focial affections. 
The father fears his fon, the fon is afraid of 

| his 


126 VOYAGES TO THE 
his father; and thus from this complication 
of vices and prejudices, the Moorifh nation, 


which: poflefles one of the faireft portions of 


the earth, is always wretched, and often in 
want of the very neceflaries of life. 

As thefe people are born to flavery they 
have no fettled ufages or manners. The will 
of the prince is a law; they know no other. 
They have nothing in common with the 
other Mahometans, but their defeéts, with- 
out having any of their virtues. 

It is not aftonifhing, with fuch a want of 


principles, that this nation, which looks : 


upon itfelf as the firft in the univerfe, and 


which defpifes all others, fhould be for ever — 


changing its cuftoms. In one province 
crimes are authorized that are punifhed in 
another. Always in contradiétion with them- 
felves, apart of this people is often feen in 
fevolt againft fovereign authority, and waging 
a cruel war with thofe who obey the Em- 
peror. ‘The next year the moft determined 
rebels become the moft faithful fubje&ts, and 
the others revolt in their turn. ‘This con- 
trariety of fentiments, and the ignorance of 
the nation, continue to maintain the fove- 


reign 


a 
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reign in his rights, and give him an unlimited 
authority, of which he avails himfelf, to plun- 
der his fubjects, and to keep them in fervitude. 
Not being able to obferve any order in {peaking 
of people who are unacquainted with it, I can 
only touch upon matters as ‘they offer them- 
felves to my memory. 

The plurality of wives is permitted, and is 
a received ufuage among the Moors; they are 
allowed to have four who bear that name, 
the others being no more than flaves, of 
whom they are free to have as many as they 
can afford to keep. ‘The leaft wretched are, 
no doubt, thofe who inhabit the country, in 
other words the pooreft ; for they are free, 
_and may go wherever they pleafe. They are, 
indeed, very little lefs happy than thofe of | 
Zaara and Bilidulgerid. The cafe is very 
different with the females who live in the 
towns. ‘They can never go out; are always 
fhut up within the limits of the houfe, and 
are no longer happy than they pleafe their 
mafter. When a barbarous hufband is dif- 
contented with his wives, he may treat thém 
as he pleafes; he may act the tyrant uncon- 
trouled; nobody can go to their afliftance; 
3 for 
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for nobody has a right to enter his: feragho: 
nay, often when he has made them endure 
long fufferings, and is tired of their fight, he 
kills them, that he may be delivered from 
the care of keeping cheri: ‘The moft hu-- 
-mane get rid of them by fale, or by exchange. 
But whatever be the fate of thefe unfortunate 
‘women, it is fure to be wretched, when they 
have no male children. In that cafe it aflumes 
a different face, the father not daring to be- 
have ill to the mother of his fon, who would 
not fail to take revenge. A father, however 
fond of his daughter, cannot affift her, even 
if informed of the ill treatment fhe undergoes. 
‘True itis, that the hufband would be feverely 
punithed if convicted of the murder of his 
wife; but that is impoffible. If the bear 
about her the marks of his barbarity, nobody 
‘knows it: he has her buried at home, and 
| acquaints her parents that fhe is dead. As 
none but the great dare act in this manner, 
by reafon of the impoffibility of calling them 
to an account, men in high ftations, who 
love their children, often marry them to people 
of inferior condition, that they may be treated 
with greater kindnefs. The affiftance they 

| obtain 
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obtain from the father in their trade, or on 
other occafions, induces them to behave with 
decency to the daughter. A father often 
feigns to refufe his daughter to him who afks 
her in marriage, to avoid the reproaches of 
people of his own rank. In that cafe the 
flighted fuitor complains. to the Emperor ; 
his conduét is examined, and as all has been 
fettled beforehand, nothing can ever be laid 
to his charge: the father is confequently 
condemned to give him his daughter, and 
pretends to be angry, although in reality his 
deareft wifhes are accomplifhed. 
- The Moors are equal by birth, and know 
no diftinGions, except thofe that are derived 
from official employments; on refigning 
thefe employments they again return into the 
common mafs of citizens; thus may the 
pooreft man in the nation pretend, without 
_prefumption, to the hand of the daughter of 
the moft opulent. An accident, or the caprice 
of the prince, may precipitate the latter into 
ruin, and the former may, by the fame caprice 
of fortune, be elevated to a ftate of wealth 
and honour. 

The mode of education is generally alike 


K throu gh- 
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throughout the whole empire. The children 
remain unemployed until the age of feven:or 
eight, but as foon as they are circumeifed 
they are all occupied, either in the arts, the 
ftudy of the Koran, the care of the flocks, or 
the exercife of arms. Thofe engaged in the 
latter are moft noticed by the Emperor. 
When able to bear arms they are fent to Mo- 
rocco, and when received into the army re- 
main there during his pleafure. They are 
incorporated in the cavalry or infantry, accord- 
ing to their refpeétive talents. ‘Thofe bred 
up to the fea are alfo obliged to prefent them- 
felves before the Emperor, and are then fent 
to the different ports to man the veflels def- 
tined to cruife againft the Chriftians. 

The Emperor goes every day to the Nufoire 
or place of Afflembly, where he adminifters 
juftice. : He liftens to every one; foreigners 
or fubjeéts, men or women, rich or poor: 
every one has a right to appear before him 
and explain the nature of his caufe. Between 
eight and nine o’clock he comes to the au- 
dience, where he is furrounded by a great 
number of foldiers. Thofe who have caufe 
for complaint make him a prefent, without 

which 
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which previous ceremony it is impoffible to 
{peak to him. This prefent is proportioned 
to the condition and fortune of’ each indi- 
vidual The fmalleft matter, even two eggs, 1s 
accepted. Theytalk with great freedom before 
the prince, who, if the adverfe party be pre- 
fent, foon gives judgment; if abfent, they 
are fent for, and the plaintiff returns another 
day for a final determination. ‘The Moors 
addrefs their fovereign with boldnefs ; they 
are never bafhful before him, and he that 
fhould feem fo would, in fome meafure, con- 
fefs his guilt, and infallibly lofe his fuit. 

In places remote from the Emperor’s refi- 
dence, the governors adminifter iuftice. Each 
- province has a chief governor, and every vil- 
‘lage a particular magiftrate. They have per- 
fons under them, who execute the orders of 
the fovereign, or rather their own. ‘They 
are fo many petty tyrants fpread over the pro- 
vinces, and are ever ready to fanétion their 
extortions by the name of their mafter; for | 
to get rich as rapidly as poffible is the object of 
all their defires. It very feldom happens, how- 
ever, that they enjcy the fruit of their rapine. 
When they learn, by means of their fpies, that 

Wi an 
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an individual has acquired any property, either 
in plunder, or by the profits of trade, they 
never fail to infift upon their fhare, and the 
wretch is obliged to facrifice a part of his 
wealth, in order to preferve the reft. Should 
he refufe the demand, he is immediately ac- 
cufed before the: Emperor, and when he 
leaft thinks of it, an order for his ruin arrives 
from court; he is difpoiled of all he poffeffes ; 
his cattle, his flaves, his effects are publicly 
fold, and he is put into prifon, till fuch time 
as he is fent to anfwer his accufer before the © 
fovereign. Not unfrequently the wretches 
expire with muifery and» ill-ufage . before 
they reach the royal prefence; and. even 
fhould a man have the good fortune’ to - 
juftify himfelfto the Emperor, he does not, 
on that account, recover his property ; all that 
has been'taken from him having been de- 
pofited inthe royal treafury, cannot, without 
tacrilige, be removed from thence, where it 
is faid to be kept in referve for the exigencies 
of the flate. He obtains nothing but his 
liberty, and the right of vengeance; nof is 
he ever told the name of his accufers';' they 
are left tothe fagacity of his fufpieion. When 


he 
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he returns to his family, he forms a party, 
who prefer different accufations againft the 
governor. He, in his turn, falls a facrifice, 
and his property is Foro ace to the profit of 
the royal treafury. 3 
This latter, however, finds it much more 
difficult to make his way out of the labyrinth 
than an ordinary man; for as he is pofieffed 
of greater property, and as that property is 
the produce of rapacity, he has very feldom 
any means of defence. He is then fentenced 
to die, unlefs the Emperor fhould ftand in 
need of him, in this cafe he is re-appointed 
governor, and fent into another province. 
The impunity which attended his firft tranf- 
greflion determines him to fhew lefs regard 
for the people, and fooner, or later, he is fure 
to lofe his head. If he can forefee the inftant — 
of his ruin, and be inclined to retire, he 
eafily obtains his pardon, by giving up the 
fruits of his rapine, for he muft be endowed 
with no {mall fhare of cunning to make any 
referve for himielf, when deftined to live 
among a people whom he has plundered, and 
who would not fail to accufe him, if they 
_faw him enjoying the comforts of life. He 
ah | fi 
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may full efcape death and the confifcation of 
his property, if fortunate enough to make 
good his retreat among the Monfelemines. 
When he has reached this country he is in 
fafety, and has nothing to apprehend from the . 
Emperor’s refentment. | 

Sidy Mahammet Ben Abdella, Emperor of 
Morocco, of the family of the Sherifs, and 
defcended from Mahomet, is the interpreter 
of the law. The priefts are called Ta/bes, 
and are always of his opinion. Befides being - 
a defcendant of the great prophet, he has the 
good fortune to be infpired by him, and is as . 
infallible as the pope. The refpect his fub- 
jects entertain for him is fo great, that they 
think themfelves happy to die by his hand; 
nay, this is the greateft favour to which a 
Moor, convinced of the fandtity of his religion, 
can afpire; he is certain of enjoying eternal 
felicity in the bofom of Mahomet. The 
reigning Emperor, lefs cruel than his prede- 
ceflors, keeps up this opinion. When he 
condemns any one to death, the body of the 
malefactor is left at the place of execution 
until it pleafe the Emperor to forgive. His 
friends and relations then repair to the corpfe, 
ie ‘ proclaim 
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proclaim the pardon, carry it away, and per- 
form the rites of fepulture. The fpot where 
the body is interred is furrounded with a wall, 
and the deceafed is afterwards confidered as a 
fantwilf the Emperor does not grant a par- 
don, the Jews carry away the body, which: 
remains without burial, and becomes food for 
the beafts of prey. 
Friday, which at Bilidulgerid, is a market 
day, isin Morocco the day of prayer. Labour 
is fufpended, and the mofques are devoutly 
attended.. When prayers are over, the Moors 
vifit each other, meet together in places of 
public worfhip, and pafs the day in recrea- 
tion. At dawn of morning the public cryer 
afcends the terrace of the mofque, and 
chaunts aloud a general prayer; this cere- 
mony is repeated at noon and at fun-fet. 
Among thefe people, hofpitality is known 
only by name; the traveller muft pay for his _ 
entertainment; but the perfonal fafety of the 
gueft is inviolate. A recent inftance evinces 
the facrednefs of this law. A chief of a band 
of robbers, who had taken refu ge in the 
mountains of Atlas, having received informa- 
tion one his fpies of the day on which the _ 
K iy French 
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French merchants were to leave S¥. Croix, in 
order to fettle, by the Emperor’s command, at 
Mogodor, was determined to attack and pillage 
them. He ordered his men to advance into 
one of the defiles of the mountain through 
which the caravan that efcorted their mer- 
chandize was to pats. ‘This body of robbers 
confifted of four hundred men, refolute and 
well armed. The efcort of the caravan was 
far from being fo numerous, but a lucky 
chance refcued them from pillage, and perhaps 
from affaffination ; ; a heavy fhower of rain 
obliged them to halt late at night, and as it 
Sel vi near the houfe of the chief of the 
band. Not chufng to ftay in the place 
where they had halted, the conductor of the 
caravan propofed to quit the road and make 
to the houfe of this man, who was known © 
here as a chieftain of the country, and not as 
the head of: a band of robbers. ‘The propofal 
was adopted; and having foon arrived at the 
manfion, they began ta unload their goods 
to put them under cover. ‘The matter of the 
houfe being informed of their arrival, came to 
receive the merchants ; and told them that 
he had put four hundred men in ambufh, in 

order 
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order to plunder them; a difafter which he 
obferved they could not have efcaped with-. 
out the fpecial protection of the prophet. He 
added, that having taken refuge under his 
roof they had nothing to fear, that his reli- 
gion enjoined him to give them proteétion, 
and that far from annoying them, his men 
fhould be their efcort as far as Mogodor. 
This was put into execution without his men 
requiring any recompenfe either for himfelf 
or for his band. 

The Moors fcrupuloufly obferve and prac- 
dice all the aufterities of their lent. It con- 
fifts in abftinence from food, from drinking, 
and from the ufe of tobacco, from the rifing 
to the fetting of the fun. The perfon detec- 
ted in the violation of thefe precepts is rigor- 
oufly punifhed. If he has taken food, he re- 
ceives the baftinado according to the fentence 
of the chief: if he has drank water, he re- | 
ceives twenty or thirty blows upon the head: 
a punifhment I myfelf faw infliéted in the 
camp before the town of Rabate. As to the 
ufe of tobacco, an article which can be more 
eafily difpenfed with, it is punifhed with ftill 
greater feverity. In this cafe the offender 
feldom efcapes death ; gunpowder is ftuffed 

into 
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into his mouth, and fet on fire. The foldiery, 
- even on the march, are not exempted from 
the aufterities of lent, and it was during the 
time that I accompanied them, that I had an | 
opportunity of obferving the penalties in- 
flicted on thofe who violate thefe religious 
precepts. 
Thefick areindulged with difpeli ovat but 
as foon as they are pehoted to health, are re- . 
quired to redeem the indulgence, by doing 
what they fhould have done before. During 
this holy feafon the priefts are occupied al- 
moft the entire day and part of the night in 
reading the Koran, and the cominentators of 
the MA ANR law. 
The Moors believe in the immortality of 
-the foul of thofe men who are zealous ob- 
fervers of the law, while thofe who live in 
violation of its precepts are condemned to 
fuffer for a feafon, and afterwards to be anni- 
hilated. They reject eternal torments ; this 
dreadful doëtrine feems to them contrary to 
the goodnefs of the Divinity. © 
With refpe& to the women, the fouls of 
thofe whofe conjugal fidelity has been invio- 
late, are alone immortal. After death, they 


become 
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become celeftial beauties ; annihilation at- 
tends the reft. According to their principles, 
man is not a free agent ; every thing is .or- 
dained from eternity ; and hence it is that a 
perfon who commits a crime is not the lefs 
efteemed by his countrymen. When a Moor 
falls under adverfity, he fupports it with heroic 
firmnefs ; he is never heard tomurmur; but 
fubmits entirely to the divine will; nor does 
he make the leaft effort to emerge from his © 
diftrefs. 

The prefent Emperor had an intimate 
friend, who had been bred up with him from 
his infancy. When the prince came to the 
throne this man was his only confidant. His 
enemies (for fuch diftinguifhed favour never 
fails to excite ill-will) perfuaded the Emperor 
to remove him from his perfon, by giving him 
a government, under the fpecious pretext, 
that the favourite, by the mildnefs and equity 
of his adminiftration, would foon reftore peace 
and tranquility to the country. The prince 
liftened to the infidious counfel, and men- 
tioned it to his friend, who fully fatisfied 
with the mediocrity of his fortune, and happy 
in the friendfhip of his fovereign, heard the | 

| news 
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news with forrow: He made known his un- 
eafinefs to the Emperor, who endeavoured 
to reconcile him to this feparation, affuring 
him that the firft perfon who fhould prefume 
to accufe him fhould be punifhed with death. 
He fubmitted then to his deftination, but not 
without regret; and acquitted himfelf irre- 
proachably of all the duties of his employ- 
ment. The whole province applauded the 
mildnefs of his adminiftration, and the neigh- 
bouring ones, envying the happinefs of thofe 
who lived under his fway, folicited, by their 
deputies, to be governed by fuch rulers. This 
blamelefs conduét proved his.ruin. His ene- 
mies, taking the advantage of the revolt 
of the neighbouring provinces, which had 
refufed to pay tribute to their governors, per- 
fuaded the Emperor that his old friend, elated 
with the popular favour, had the defign of 
making himfelf independent. This charge 
fufficed for his condemnation. He was re- 
called from his government, and without 
hearing or feeing him, the Emperor ordered 
him to be confined in a corn magazine, and 
to be fed only once a day. In this confine- 
ment, where he had fcarcely room to breathe, 


he 
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he lancuifhed unheard of for fifteen years. 
The Emperor imagined he had been long 
dead, when the fon of this unhappy man 
having diftinguifhed himfelf in a revolt, in 
which he received feveral wounds to fave the 
Emperor, ventured to afk, asthe only reward 
of his fervices, permiflion to deliver his fa- 
ther from prifon. ‘This requeft awaked the 
affection .of the Emperor, who, aftonifhed 
to find that his friend was {till alive, inftantly 
ordered that he fhould be releafed from his 
painful abode; placed him again near his per- 
fon, and reftored him to his former confi- 
dence and: friendfhip. During fo long a {pace 
of time the old man was never once heard 
to give utterance toa fingle complaint. He 
had often enjoined his fon, whom he tenderly 
loved, to bewareof incurring the difpleafure 
of the prince by daring to {peak in his behalf, 
He affirmed that he fhould one day be re- 
leafed, and heard the news of his deliverance 
with as little emotion. as he had done that 
of his unjuft condemnation. | 
When the Emperor of Morocco is in- 
formed that a province-is growing rich, in 
confequence of a long continuance of. peace; 


he 
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he impofes more than the ordinary taxes, | 
which does not fail to excite the murmurs of 
the inhabitants, and this is the very objet he 
has in view. ‘The people, whofe taxes are 
thus augmented, aflemble to deliberate, and 
on fuch occafions the hot-headed are fure to 
run to arms. At firft the Emperor tempo- 
rizes, affects to yeild to the juft reprefenta- — 
tions of his fubjects, and taking care to in-: 
form himfelf of the number of the revolters, 
their names and wealth, reduces the taxes to _ 
their ordinary amount, and public tranquility © 
is inftantly re-eftablifhed. ‘This calm, how- 
ever, is more dangerous to the province than 
the tempeft itfelf; for, by the removal of the 
chiefs, either by alluring them to his court, ~ 
or charging them with fome honourable 
commiflion, he neceflitates their abfence 
from their province. He then takes ven- 
geance, by ordering the adjacent ones to attack - 
it, under the pretence of rebellion, : and 
comes in for one half of the plunder. The 
people taken by furprize, attacked on all fides, 
and deprived of their leaders, are eafily over- 
come: they fubmit and pay; andthe Em- 
peror then puts a ftop to havoc and depreda- 
tion. 
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tion. It often happens that, under the pre- 
tence of having exceeded their orders, the 
provinces that ia affifted in executing his 
vengeance, are in their turn fubjeéted to the 
fentence which they had infliéted on their 
neighbours. By this barbarous fpecies of po- 
licy the prince contrives to get into his hands 
all the riches of the empire. - 

It is mot probable that the reigning prince 
is of the nation of the a Re : for his 
domineering paffion is avarice, the inherent 
vice of that people. The inhabitants of Cape 
Non affirm that his mother was of their 
country; and this is very probable, notwith- 
ftanding the contrary aflertion of the Moors. 
Differing in every refpe& from his father, 
who left his people in the poffeflion of no 
arms, the prefent emperor leaves them no 
money, but he allows them to be armed ; and 
all the Moors are now fo, as well as thofe of 
Bilidulgerid. From this policy he obtains ano- 
ther advantage, that of difpenfing with re- 
cular troops. If he wifhes to make war, he 
orders a whole province to march, and the 


province inftantly affembles her fwarms of _ 


warriors. They are led to the field by the 
| | hopes 
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hopes of plunder, never think of the future, 
and are infatuated enough not to perceive 
that they themfelves will, fooner or later, be- 
come victims to the blind, fubmifion which | 
they pay to the orders of the Emperor. 

Commerce commands his attention, on ac- 
count of the great fums it brings to the trea- 
fury. He permits all nations to eftablith fac- 
tories in his territories ; exacts the twelfth of 
the cargo for his cuftoms ; and, frequently 
forces the merchants to pay him confiderable 
fums for permiffion to carry on their traffic 
without moleftation, Affairs, of commerce 
are in this country carried on with much tar- 
dinefs; this is occafionedby no bufinefs being ! 
done on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, any 
more than on the Chriftian hohdays. Sunday 
is a day of moft profound repofe, for on that 
day the Chriftians, who carry on the, much 
greater part of the traffic, fhut up their ware- 
houfes.. . 

The Jews, to whom he grants the free ex» 
ercife of their religion through the whole ex- 
tent of his dominions, furnifh him with im- 
menfe fums of money; the induftry of ‘thus 
wandering race of men being a never ceafing 

fource 
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fource of wealth. . He facilitates their com- 
merce, and even furnifhes them with a capi- 
tal, but he knows how to recover it with 
ufury. The Jew is the flave of the nation; 
and hence it is, that if a Moor of a Chriftian 
kill a Jew, he is condemned to pay a penalty 
of one hundred dollars; but if a Moor fhould 
kill a Chriftian, money cannot fave his life, 
for the Emperor would fear to lofe the com- 
merce of the Europeans, if the murder re- 
mained unpunifhed. . The Chriftian on the 
other hand may commit this crime with im- 
punity; for the Emperor would never be 
made to believe, that in his dominions, a 
Chriftian would dare, except in felf-defence, 
to killa Moor. oe he 
Though every. citizen, as I have already 
obferved, is obliged to ferve the Emperor, he 
notwithftänding always keeps on foot, a body 
_ of reguiar troops, compofed of Moors. His 
father left him an army of well difciplined 
negroes, under the command of a black Pa- 
cha; but the prefent Emperor having con- 
trived to gai the refpec of the people by 
whom his father was detefted, has changed 
all the eftablifhments of the preceding reign. 


L, ’ He 
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He rid himfelf almoft entirely of this negro 
army, by expofing it inthe defiles of Mount 
Atlas againft the Monfelemines. He ftood 
much in fear of thefe foreign foldiers, who 
formed a body of forty thou! fara men ; for he 
had often been a witnefs to their fpirit of mu- 
tiny. His beft difciplined troops, and thofe 
on whom he moft depends on all critical oc- 
¢afions, are a band of two hundred and fifty 
French renegadoes, commanded by an Alcaide 
of the fame nation. This chief, in the year 
1784, was the fon of a hat-maker at Paris, of © 
‘the name of Boiffelin. “The band is compofed 
of Frenchmen who have deferted from Spain. 
They are well paid, feldom employed, and in 
time of peace are ftationed at Mogodor. The 
Alca ide of the renégadoss is the {ole judge of 
all their difputes, or delinquencies ; ‘he is not 
bound to render any account of his conduct 
except to the Emperor himfelf. Although 
the renegadoes are permitted to have feveral 
wives, ait are generally fatisfied with one; 
the greater part even difpenfe with them alto- 
gether. There are alfo eight hundred other 
renegadoes of the Spanifh and Portuguefe na- 
tions; but they form no diftinét body, are 

diftributed 
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ni. 
diftribüted in the different parts of the em- 
_ pite, and are fubjeét to the orders of the go- 
vernors of provinces. 

The réafon that the Emperoi’s orders are 
not’ put in force at a diftance from the feat of 
empire, 15, becaufe he promifes and never 
pays; he knows How to make himfelf mafter 
of money, but is unacquainted with the art 
of beftowing it. When he wants to purchafe 
flaves, the Jews are charged with this com- 
miflion. The Jews .temporize, in concert 
with the governors, fometimes under one pre- 
text, fometimes under another, till the Ems 
peror, tired with their delay, fends other Jews 
ofthe fame errand, who with the certainty 
- of never being paid, are as little folicitous as 
the firft to fulfil their commiffion. 

The independent Arabs, who know his 
character, will not deliver up their captives 
on his bare promife; and for this reafon it is 
shat the Chriftians have no hope of deliver- 
ance from their captivity, except through the 
meéaiis of the merchants who are fpr gad over 
the empire. Thefe merchants would haften 
their relief; but they are ‘obliged to have re- 

courte to ftratigéms, in order to get the Em- 
d L:2 peror’s 
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peror’s permiffion to redeem the captives. 
Scarcely have the natives of Bilidulgerid the 
word of the merchants when they give up 
their flaves. They are under no apprehenfion 
of being defrauded of the ranfom agreed on, 
for there has never occurred an inftance of 
the head of a commercial houfe having failed 
in performing his engagements. ‘The Moors 
accordingly fay, that Chriftians may be de- 
pended on, as their religion, which they 
fcrupuloufly: obferve, forbids them to lie. 
This received: opinion gives great facility to 
commerce, and tends much to eafe the fuffer- 
ings of thofe unhappy men who are fhip- 
wrecked on the coaft of Barbary ; for as foon 
as fuch an event happens, the inhabitants im- 
mediately inform the Chriftian merchants, 
but never give advice to the Emperor, who 

only hears of it by accident. | 
Among a people fo fuperftitious as the 
Moors, it is not furprifing that ambitious men 
frequently endeavour to make parties in the 
ftate. The abufe of power, their country- 
men’s fondnefs for novelty, the defire of in- 
dependance fo natural to man, all concur in 
cg iting fuch turbulent characters to {pr ead 
their 


+ COAST OF AFRICA. 149 


their opinions among the country people. 
They have ever recourfe to the fpecious plea 
of religion, and however abfurd their argu- 
ments, never fail of finding fanatical partizans, 
efpecially. if the impoftor has dexterity enough : 
by fome artful trick to furprize the mind, 
and gain the attention of thefe ignorant peo- 
ple. He takes care above all to boaft a divine 
intercourfe with the prophet, and his doétrine 
never fails toallow ofall kind of pillage ; a pow- 
erful incitement to a nation naturally addicted 
to rapine. His fectaries run to arms and fall 
upon the poffeffions of the Emperor. ‘The 
latter immediately fets an army on fost, being 
unwilling to depend upon the zeal of the 
the provinces, who have nothing to gain, but 
every thing to lofe, and who might very pro- 
bably be drawn into the fedition, through 
the defire of novelty, and the hope of meet- 
ing with better treatment. The Emperor’s 
troops, well difciplined, and-under the con- 
du& of able leaders, bred up in arms, foon 
difperfe the rebels, who not daring to appear 
in their provinces after their defeat, where 
they would be treated as facriligious perfons, 
take refuge in the mountains of Atlas, from 
whence it is not poffible to diflodzethem, Here | 
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they form themfelves into bands of robbers, 
and attack every one who falls in their way, 
They frequently ‘make incurfions into the : 
plains, and as they are dreffed and fpeak like 
the natives, there is no guarding againft 
them. They get information of the depar- 
ture of the caravans, which they attack and 
generally plunder. ‘Thofe of the Emperor, 
tranfporting the royal revenue arifing from 
the cuftoms of the different fea-ports, are not 
more refpe@ted than the others. But the 
efcorts are in general fo ftrong, that thefe ca- 
gxavans are rarely pillaged. - 

A rebel of this difcription, under the reign 
ofthe prefent Emperor, purfued his conquefts 
to the very city of Morocco. - The multitude, 
on whom his miraeles, his revelations, and a 
thoufand other pious abfurdities had impofed, 
were ready to join the ftandard. The Em- 
peror was only fuftained by his French rene- 
gadoes, who had haftily repaired to the capi- 
tal, and by a fmall body of his moft faithful 
Moors. The Prince perceiving that force 
could be of no avail, had recourfe to ftrata- 
gem, and advancing towards the people at the 
head of his renegadoes, cried out syith a loud 

voice, 
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voice, that if the man before him were really 
a mefienger of the prophet, he would be the 
firft to kifs the duft of his feet ; but that it 
was at leaft neceflary to know the will of the — 
creat prophet, and that for that purpofe he 
was going to the mofque. ‘The rebel chief 
obferving that the people applauded thefe fen- 
timents, and finding himfelf at the head of a 
numerous party, while the Emperor was aban- 
doned by his fubjects, conceived he had no- 
thing to fear. ‘Taking an efcort of chofen 
men, he repaired thither likewife. They 
remained there about half an hour, and on 
their return to the people, the Emperor afked- 
the impoftor what it was that the prophet 
had infpired hin with. ‘* To dethrone thee,” 
replied he, ‘ and to ufe violence if thou do 
not fubmit with refignation.” ‘€ Well, 
then,” faid the Emperor, ‘* the prophet has 
revealed tome, that I fhould acknowledge for 
my fucceflor the perfon who lying proftrate 
on the ground, in the prefence of all the peo- 
ple, fhould continue in that pofture with a . 
{tone weighing five thoufand pounds fu fpend- 
ed over his head, and ready to crufh him. 
Lay thyfelf down then if thou art truly fent 

L 4 | by 
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by the prophet ; and if all the wonders which | 


thou haît hitherto performed, be not falfe mi- 
racles invented to deceivethe people, the ftone 
will remain fufpended over thee in the fame 
manner as over Mahomet’s tomb at Mecca. I 
fhall then be the firft to fubmit to thy laws, 
and to give to my people the example of 
fidelity.” MP OM 

The impoftor did not chufe to accept this 
propofal ; but the people having applauded the 
renegadoes, laid hold of him, notwithftanding 
the refiftance made by his guard, raifed over 
him a large ftone, which inftead of remaining 
fufpended, fell and crufhed him to death. 

This fortunate ftratagem, and the courage 
of the renegadoes, who were not to be inti- 
midated by the number of their enemies, pre- 
ferved the Emperor, and infured to them the 
inviolable attachment and lafting generofity 


of that Prince, who reviews them once a. 


year, clothes them anew, and allows them 
pay in proportion to the eminent fervices dif: 
plaved on the above moft critical occafion. 
When a perfon is accufed before the Em- 
peror, and the Prince has fpoken, no one 
dares to reply ; fuch prefumption would be 
| attended 
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attended with certain and inftant death. ‘The 
Alcaide of the French renegadoes was the 
only petfon who ever attempted it with im- 
punity, ‘* Thou favoured the flight of thy 
countrymen,” faid the Emperor to him, in 
the prefence of the people, ‘* I know it from 
good authority, and thou art to expeét the 
punifhment which fuch a crime deferves.”’— 
‘6 O, mighty Prince, thou haft been deceiv- 
ed,” replied the Alcaide. ‘ What,” faid 
the Emperor, ** thou doft not admit the 
charge ?”’—** No,” my lord, ‘ command 
my accufers to appear in thy prefence, and 
thou wilt know the truth.” ‘This determin- 
ed anfwer would have been for any other a 
fentence of death, but it faved the life of the 
Alcaide. His accufers, among whom was 
a Pacha, were ordered to appear; and al- 
though the charge was true, yet it could not 
be proved, and they were inftantly put to 
death. The Alcaide on the contrary was re- 
warded. I heard him relate this circumftance 
himfelf, 

When a Moorifh army is on the march 
no order is obferved; only thofe who carry 
the colours march at the head ofthe troops. 

The 
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The horfe are indifcriminately mixed with 
the foot. When they arrive upon their 
ground. the whole affembie, but no roll-call 
takes place. The encampment is circular ; the 
general's tent, and that deftined for religious 
ceremonies, are placed in the middle. To- 
wards night centinels are planted before the 
tents; the troops lie on the bare ground; 
every quarter of an hour their war-cry goes 
round their camp to prove their vigilance; 
and during the whole night a moft terrible 
noife is heard. It isa difficult matter to fur- 
prize their camp, for the troops fleep in their 
clothes, and on their arms. Their horfes tied 
only to a {mall ftake, are difingaged in an 5n- 
ftant, and ready for action. They fwim 
acrofs rivers, and tranfport their baggage upon © 
rafts made of tent poles, fuftained by inflated 
goat-fkins. When an army approaches a city, 
the cavalry come out to meet them, and both 
parties advance in a fham fight. ‘They fall 
upon cach other in full fpeed, and after dif- 
charging their carbines, the cavalry retreat, load 
as they make off, and return to the charge 
feveral times on the fame front. We were, 
entertained with this fpeétacle before the city 
of Azemor. 


The ~ 
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The naval forces of the empire of Morocco 
are very inconfiderable. Their corfairs, how- 
ever, are by no means to be defpifed. They 
always endeavour to board the veflels they 
attack, and as their crews are numerous, have 
often theadvantage. ‘They fcarcely ever lofe 
fight of the land ; and if they find themfelves 
purfued by a fuperior force, they foon take 
fhelter under the cannon of fome fort. 

The towns of Barbary are very ill built ; 
the ftreets are narrow and without pavement ; 
there confequently are no carriages to be 
feen. The houfes have no windows towards 
the ftreets; the roofs are terraced. Several 
ancient monuments of this country have fallen 
into ruin. At the entrance into Morocco is 
feen a magnificent bridge of a furprifing 
length. The town of Rabate is well forti- 
fied, and in fome parts paved. That of Mo- 
godor, however, is much more elegant, forthe 
French merchants have built there feveral 
magnificent houfes of hewn {tone ; they have 
alfo in common a large garden, given them by 
the Emperor, which is kept in excellent 
order. | 

The territory is fertile, and produces abun- 


dantly 
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dantly all the neceffaries of life. The moun-— 
tains are extremely abrupt. The chain known 
by theappellation of Atlas, in the part oppofite: 
to Morocco, is entirely covered with fnow the 
whole year round. 

The Moors who inhabit that part of thofe 
mountains which lies near St. Croix, leave : 
not a fingle inch of land untilled. ‘They fup- 
port their grounds by fmall walls. Jt often « 
happens that a cultivated fpot is not more 
than eight or ten feet in breadth. A perfon 
obferving with what care the foil is laid out 
would be apt to imagine that it was extremely 
fcarce in thefe parts ; yet at fome leagues dif- 
tance there are extenfive plains of excellent 
earth, which are totally Le die, nor is it 
eafy to find out the reafon of fuch a praétice, 
anlefs it arife from a preference given to the 
cultivation of the mountains, where property 
is better fecured from depredation. By occu- 
pying the neighbourhood of Bilidulgerid, they 
can eafily take refuge there, for they are maf- 
ters of the defiles in the way, and, of courfe 
are fecure from furprife. This, doubtlefs, in- 
duces them to prefer fuch fterile {pots to the 
pleafant habitations which the neighbouring 

champaign | 
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champaign country would afford. When har- 
veft is got in, it is the cuftom to fet fire to 
theftubble. They preferve their corn as at 
Bilidulgerid. As to the commerce of this 
country, every one knows, and particularly at 
Marfeilles, with what advantages it is attend- 
ed. On clofing thefe reflections, what re- 
mains to be obferved, is, that nothing is want- 
ing to render the a Moors profperous and an 
invincible nation, but fixed laws, and an ad- 
miniftration independent of the caprice of 
their Emperors. 
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PART THE SECOND. 


VOYAGE TO GALEM, AND RETURN TO 
FRANCE. 


» ESTORED again to my family, I 
thought to have enjoyed fome confola- 

tion, but I was cruelly difappointed. I difco- 
veréd, with great pain, that my relations gave 
no Credit to the ftory of my fufferings. Some of 
them told me, that as I had brought them 
upon myfelf, they were nothing more than 
What I deferved. Others, quite unmoved at 
my fituation, had not even coridefcended to 
anfwer the obliging letters they had received 
from feveral merchants at Bordeaux, who not 
being of the fame opinion with my family, 
had warmly interefted themfelves in my be- ° 
half. Thefe merchants had had the goodnefs 
to write to Cadix, Mogodor, Sallée, and 
other places, to urge every poflible means of 
extricating me from my miferable condition ; 
engaging themfelves, without any limitation, 
to 


160 VOYAGES TO THE 


to defray every expence attending it. I think 
it incumbent on me to infert a letter to this 
effet which I received by duplicate at Sainte | 
Croix de Barbarie, and which was written to « 
me by Mr. Mocquart of Bordeaux. Itcame — 
to my hands by the means of a Jew. 


Bordeaux, April 14, 1784. 

Mr. SAUGNIER, | | 

. “ Tonly heard yefterday of the pr =. 

that have befallen you. I had that information 
by a letter Mr. Lanefpeze, junior, your mate, 
wrote to Mr. Mure, the French conful at 
Sallée, dated the 21ft February laft, which 
Mr. Mure fent to Mr. Lanefpeze, fenior, the 
14th March. There is no evil, .my~ dear 
friend, without a remedy. May God preferve 
your health, and we will foon relieve you from 
your diftrefs. I wrote yefterday to Mr. 
Mure, to engage him toufe all poffible means 
to find you out, and immediately to furnith 
what is neceflary for your ranfom, and I have 
made myfelf anfwerable for the payment. By 
which means, my dear Sir, I hope, that al- : 
though your misfortunes have been. great, 
that 
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that they will not be of long duration. Do 
not then give yourfelf up to forrow, I earneftly 
intreat you. It would be fo much the more 
unworthy of you, as you fhould know how 
to furmount the adverfities of fortune, to 
which you have been fo long inured. 

Your friends, Mefirs. Floquet, fet fail the 
2gthof December ; they met with bad weather; 
and were obliged to put into Breft the 7th of 
January ; their letter of the roth informs me 
they were to fail again the 11th. | 

ce This is all the account Ihave of them to 
the prefent time. I imagine they are arrived 
by this time. I am now fhipping them a 
{mall confignment, part of which is à fill. 
Ethought your arrival would have preceded 
theirs. But after all, I hope it is only delay- 
ed. Apropos, I have written to M: Mure, 
if by chance it fhould be in his power, to fend 
you either to the ifland of St. Louis at Sené= — 
gal, or to Goree, if agreeable to you; atid in 
cafe of your declining it, I have defited him 
to forward your return to France with all 
poflible expedition ; adding, that which ever 
_ propofal you chufe to accept, he ney fulllook 
to me for reimburfement. 

M ss «] wrote, 
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‘€ [ wrote, befides, by the fame convey- 
ance to David Benatar, a Jew, fettled at Mo- 
godor, (the perfon to whom Lanefpeze ad- 
dreffed his letter to M. Mure,) to engage 
him to ufe every means in his power to find 
you out, and to give the earlieft intelligence 
of the fame to M. Mure. After having taken 
the foregoing {teps in order to terminate your 
misfortunes, the end of which I fhall fee 
with extreme fatisfaction, I am, with the fin- 
cereft attachment, Sir, 
| “touts gue. 

66 M. MocauarT.” 


My mother, who is far from being in eafy 
circumftances, wasthe only one of my relations 
who felt for my diftrefs. She furnifhed me 
with linen, and other neceflaries, as far as the 


{cantinefs of her means would allow One of — 


my uncles, a prebendary, and in good circum- 
ftances, fent me 300 livres, more through 
oftentation than friendfhip, obferving that it 
was the laft prefent I fhould receive at his 
hands, and that notwith{tanding the intereft 
he took in my fufferings, he could not here- 
after do any thing more for me, In this try- 


ANS 
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ing fituation, with fo (watt a ftock, and with 
only the coat I had on my back, I determined 
upon returning to Paris, and engaging myfelf 
in my original line of bufinefs, however pain- 
ful the tafk. I did not repine at my fate; for 
by comparing the fituation I had lately expe- 
rienced, with that in which I now found my- 
felf, I confidered the latter as a ftate of hap- 
pinefs, although my health had been greatly 
impaired by the-hardfhips of flavery. My 
example ought to ferve as a leflon to thofe 
young people, who even if they are of an af: 
fluent family, ought never to depend too much, 
upon the fupport of their relations.  Selfith- 
nefs prevails in France, and the ties of blood 
are a mere illufion, We are in the wrong 
not to allow that the fault of an individual re- 
fiects difhonour upon his family, and that they 
ought to partake of the fhame; for frequently 
they are the only caufe of his delinquency; 
by the barbarity with which they treat the 
unhappy perfon, whom defpair ‘alone has led 
on to crimes. Whenever fuch calamity hap- 
pens, the fault is almoft always on the fide of 
the family. With lefs avarice, and more 
gentlenefs and good-nature, they would foon 

M 2 … reclaim. 
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reclaim the errors of an exafperated mind, 
which, urged on by want and difpair, is prone 
to cotes every thing allowable for the pre- 
fervation of life. | 

Having taken this refolution, I remained 
in quiet at my mother’s houfe till I recovered 
my health. In the mean while I wrote 
to feveral fhop-keepers in the capital, with a 
view of obtaining a place. But I was not yet 
come to the end of my misfortunes; my wan- 
derings were not terminated. Heaven had 
decided otherwife. I had fuffered much in 
the hope of going to Senegal, and it was writ- 
ten in the book of fate that I fhould go there. 
I received at this time a letter from the elder 
of my two companions in misfortune. He 
had lately returned to Paris, where he learnt 
my arrival in France, through the merchants 
of Bordeaux, whom I had Hieiced for the fuc- 
cour they had afforded me in my captivity, 
and for the obliging letters which they had 
written to my relations, and which thofe re- 
lations had never deigned to anfwer. 

My fhipwreck, and the lofs of our common 
venture had thrown the greateft obftacles in 


the way of his fuccefs, as wellas mine. He 
embarked 
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embarked in the Bayonnaife, as I have before 
mentioned, and two months after his depar- 
ture from Bordeaux arrived at Senegal, 
where he expected to find me. My abfence, 
the uncertainty of my being alive, and the 
probable lofs of our common effects, had prov- 
ed a ftroke of thunder to him. Some time, 
however, after his arrival at the colony, he. 
had learnt, or rather had conceived fome fu- 


 fpicion of my fhipwreck from the report of 


fome wandering Moors, who had fpread about 
the rumour of a fhip being loft on their coafts. 
This news determining him, after a refidence 
of three months at the colony, to return to 
France, he took fhipping for Cape Francois, 
from whence he afterwards failed for Bor- 
deaux. 

‘ He exhorted me in his letter not to lofe 
courage. He drew an argument from my 
paft misfortunes to infer that our next voyage 
would be more profperous ; and he gave a very 
flattering account of the advantage to be de- 
rived from traffic at Senegal. He likewife 
communicated to me the motive of his com- 
ing to Paris, and encouraged me to purfue my 
former projects, ‘The recent example of the 
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fhip Antonia, Captain Vegneux, belonging 

Meff. Lavayfle, Puchelberg and Co. of l’Orient, 
which, with a cargo of 42,000 livres value, had 
produced more than 500,000, affordeda proof of 
the high probability of making a fpeedy and 
confiderable fortune in thatcountry. I deter- 
mined then once more to try mine. I had re- 
ceived. but 300 livres from my uncle; a fum 


far from being fufficient to clothe, maintain 


me, and defray the expences of anew voyage; 
and I was under the neceflity of making ano- 
ther effort to obtain fupplies from my family, 
and at length, after much trouble and humi- 


liation, I got 300 livres more, and that only « 


on my mother’s becoming my fecurity, with- 

out which I fhould never have fucceeded.. 
I repaired to Paris with this {mall ftock. 
There were feveral companies eftablifhed in 
that capital, who all expected an exclufive 
privilege for the gum trade at Senegal. ‘The 
hope of being placed at the head of the com- 
pany which obtained it, induced us to ftay at 
Paris for the {pace of two months to no pur- 
pole. | Prime 
_ Perceiving no progrefs made in our bufi- 
nefs, and that we were only amufed with fair 
promifes, 


/ 
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promifes, we fet off for Bordeaux, a place of | 
great refource to thofe who are not deterred 
by the dangers of the fea, and who are wil- 
ling to apply to bufinefs. We hoped to meet 
with fhips taking in freight, and fortunately 
were not deceived in our expectations. 

Two weeks after our arrival in that city, 
I embarked with a venture on board the Guf- 
tavus Adolphus, commanded by Captain Marc, 
of Havre, and belonging to M. Lamalathie, 
merchant of Bordeaux. This veflel was to 
trade along the coaft, and thence to fet fail 
for India, after having delivered provifions for 
the garrifon of Senegal. M. Lamalathie al- 
lowed me a commiffion upon fuch negroes as 
I fhould purchafe in concert with the cap- 
tain. | ‘VE 
In the fituation I was then in, I was 
obliged to accept any conditions, although I 
was well aware that in purchafing jointly 
with the captain, 1 fhould gain next ta no- 
thing, for it being the intereft of thefe gen- 
tlemen to carry on the trade alone, they are 
‘unwilling to. fhare the commiffion with any 
one. I think it effentially neceffary for the 
. good management of an expedition, that either 
: M 4 the 
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the entire bufinefs fhould be left to the cap- 
tain, or that his power fhould be reftrited 
to the mere navigation of the fhip. A diver- 
fity of opinions is ever prejudicial: one ob- 
jects to the propofal of the other, and this 
‘ diffenfion proves always detrimental to the in- 
tereft of the owners. As I was: abfolutely 
bent upon going to Senegal, I clofed with 
the offers of M. Lamalathie, and reconciled 
myfelf to the reft. | 

My partner remained at Bordeaux to fit out 
the brig to Furet, Captain Gabory, of about 
7o tons burden, and on board of which he 
embarked fix weeks after me. The Gufta- 
vus Adolphus was a prime failor, and our 
voyage fhort and fortunate. On leaving the 
Canary Iflands we neverthelefs met withvio- 
lent gales of wind, which fprung our main- 
maft, an accident that determined the cap- 
tain, from the impoffibility of répairing it tho- 
roughly on that ceaft, not to hazard the voy- | 
age toIndia: he therefore finifhed his bufi- 
nefs at Goree, where he ftaid a twelvemonth, | 
and from thence failed for America. 

Scarcely had we loft fight of the Canaries 
when we perceived the coaft of Africa. The 
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ftory of my misfortunes, and the experience 
of the captain, made him refolve of keeping 
well out to fea. The next day, however, we 
made Cape Blanco, and perceived two wrecks, 
the one appearing to be a veflel of about 150 
tons, and the other a frigate. 

We arrived without AR difficulty with- 
in fight of Senegal the 13th of June, 1785, and 
the fame day we crofled the bar, according 
to the report of feamen, the moft dangerous 
in the world. The bar is the effect of feveral 
fucceñlive furfs that conftantly purfue and 
break upon each other with great force. This 
furf is occafioned by the current of the river, 
that is thrown back upon itfelf by the fea into 
which it flows. The fand carried down by 
the ftream, and caft back by the fea, formsa — 
flat which renders this paflage inaccefhible to 
veflels of great burthen. There was only 
thirteen feet water when I paffed it. I ven- 
tured over. it in the pilot’s boat. I did not 
know the danger; but when the violence of 
the furf bore us aloft, I began to tremble for 
‘my life. In the month of September of the 
fame year, though the bar had but feven feet 
water, it was more eafy to be pafled in boats. 


It 


170 VOYAGES TO THE 


It feems as if nature, by thefe dangers, would _ 
forbid the Europeans to make eftablifhments | 
in this country, where they come only to. 
carry on a commerce difgraceful to huma- 
nity; but the defire of gain prevails over 
every confideration, and iurmounts the « 
greateft obftacles. It is neceflary to be piloted — 
over the bar by negroes, who are good fwim- 
mers, and will not eafily abandon the whites 
in the moment of danger; they often fave 
them when the boat overfets, and in fuch 
cafe the beft expedient is to truft ones felf 
entirely to their care. Woe to him, who 
contradicts them during this dangerous paf- 
fage, for in that cafe, if an accident happen 
they only provide for their own fafety, with- 
out paying any attention to the fituation of 
the whites, who are foon {wallowed up by the 
waves. Of this truth the fate of M. de la 
Echouart, Captain of the Bayonnaife, who was 
drowned in the month of April, 1786, isa 
melancholy example. 

Having croffed the bar, we went on fhore; 
and although the fun was extremely hot, I 
continued my way to Senegal along the Bar- 
bary point, a flip of {andy ground, from fifty 

ta 
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to fixty toifes wide, that feparates the Niger 
from the fea. The breadth of the river near 
the village of Gandiole is more than three 

hundred toifes. | 
The ifland of Senegal is three leagues 
higher up.. Thisifland, properly {peaking, is 
only a bank of fand in the middle of the 
river... It is a thoufand geometrical paces 
long and about fixty in its greateft width ; is 
almoft on a level with the river, and with 
the fea, being defended from the latter by 
Barbary point, which is of greater elevation 
than the colony. ‘The eaftern branch of the 
river is the more confiderable of the two, 
being about four hundred toifes acrofs; the 
weiftern branch is only from fifty to two 
hundred toifes wide. The ifle confifts en- 
tirely of burning fands, on the barren fur- 
face of which you fometimes meet with {cat- 
terred flints, thrown out among their ballaft 
by veflels coming from Goree, or with the 
ruins of buildings formerly erected by Euro- 
peaus. There is fcarcely fuch a thing as a 
garden upon the ifland; European | feeds 
in general not thriving here. It is not fur- 
_prifing that the foil is fo unproduëtive; for 
the air is {trongly impregnated with fea falt, 
which 
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which pervades every thing, and confumes 
even iron in'a very fhort {pace of time.. The. 
heats are exceffive, and rendered {till more in- 
fupportable by the reflection of the fand, fo that 
from ten in the morning until four in the after- 
noon it is almeft impoffible to do any work. 
During the months of January, February, : 
March, and April, the heats are moderated ; — 
but in Auguft, and in the following ones, they | 
become fo opprefiive as to affect even the’ na- 
tives themfelves. What effet then mutt 
they have upon the Europeans, fuddenly. 
tranfported unto this burning climate? The 
nights are a ‘little lefs fultry; not always, . 
however, but only when the fea breeze fets 
in. Itis then, that the inhabitants of the 
colony breatha frefher air, for ‘which they 
have been longing the whole of the day ; 
but this air in our climate would feem a 
burning vapour. ‘The nights are neverthe- 
lefs troublefome, notwithftanding the com- 
forts of the fea breeze. ‘The inftant the fun 
is fet, we are affailed by an infinity of gnats, 
which are called mufquitos ; their ftings are 
very painful, and their multitude incredible. 
‘The inhabitants’ find but a poor defence in 

their 
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their gauze curtains. For my own part, ac- 


cuftomed as I had been to live among the 
Moors, I was but little annoyed by thefe in- 
fets, Being half afavage, I felt no defire 
to recommend myfelf to the favourable re- 
gard of the fair-fex, and I was therefore 
under no neceflity of taking care of my 
perfon. In imitation of my former matters, 
I fmeared myfelf with butter,, and this ex- 
pedient preferved me at all times from thefe 
impertinent ftingers, thefe fpiteleis enemies 
to the repofe of the human kind. 

If the profpect of Senegal is not agreeable 
to the-eye, much lefs are its environs, which 
are covered over only with fand, and over-run 
with mangles, It may be faid, without ex- 
aggeration, that there is not a more forlorn 
fituation to. be found on the face of the in- 
habited globe, or a place in which the com- 
mon neceflaries of life are procured with 
greater difficulties. Water, that indifpentible 
aliment of man, is here not potable. Wells 
are dug in the fand to the deoth of five or 
fix feet, and water is obtained by this means ; 
but whatever pains are taken to frefhen it, it 
ever retains a brackifh taite.. 1 have diftilled 

this 
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this water myfelf, and obferved that it always 
kept a difagreeable favour, which cannot fail 
to be hurtful to the health ; it is true that 
when the river is high, its ftreams are frefh, 
but the water 1s only the more dangerous. 3 
It proves the caufe of moft of thofe maladies 
which carry off the Europeans fo rapidly, 
that at the end of every three years the 
colony has a frefh fet of inhabitants. The 
blacks themfelves, although accuftomed to 
the climate, are not in this feafon free from 
difeafe. | | 
There 1s not any good water to be got in 
the country, but that which is brought forty w 
leagues down the river, and through the : 
moit infectious fwamps. A fpring of good 
water rifes, however, four leagues above Gan- 
diole, upon the way from Senegal to Goree, 
but it is not fufficiently copious to become of 
general utility. As to the other aliments of 
life, they are equally unwholefome, notwith- — 
ftanding the lying report of travellers, and 
their book-makers, who in their accounts of 
this fad country, feem as if they were ftriv- 
ing to outdo each other in falfehood. The , 
meat is in general deteftably bad, and the fifh 
ole - a 
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of an ill tafte. It muft be dreffed the day it 


- is caught; for the next morning it is good” 
for nothing. The oxen furnifh the beft » 
meat: but they are not half fo tall or fo big 
as thofe of France, even of Brittany. Meffrs. 
Adanfon and Dumanet have taken a pleafure 
in embellifhing the narratives they have 
written relative to thefecountries, where they 
have found fomething marvellous at every 
ftep. As for me, who have gone over the 
greater part of thefe diftriéts, I have found 
the country only more or lefs deteftable. 
No man can fpeak in its favour, except to 
anfwer fome particular purpofe. ‘The Se- 
negal company derive great benefit from their 
merce: and confequently have an intereft 
in reprefenting the country as a terreftrial 
paradife ; for if it were known to be fuch as 
it is in fat, they would find nobody to go 
there, the chance being five to one that the 
adventurer will never return, (independent 
of the hazards of the voyage) and that in the 
{pace of three years. It muft, however, be 
confeffed that this charming country has one | 
advantage, which is, that af a man become 
_ tired of life he. may ealily terminate his ex- 
‘ iftence 
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iftence without committing the crime of. 
fuicide. He need only remain at Senegal a 
little while, or if he would wifh to make it 
fhorter full, let him undertake a voyage to 
Galam. ‘Thofe on the contrary who with to 
prolong their life a little muft be fatisfied 
with negro food—and heavens! what food! 
The females pound millet in wooden mor- 
tars upon the fand, but it is fo ill prepared 
that it grates between the teeth. Walking 
or riding out is no amufement here, as it is © 
ever attended with danger, and as there are 
no fituations tolerably agreeable nearer than 
ten leagues from the colony. | Befides, a man 
is always expofed either to the danger of 
being made capture by the inhabitants of the 
country, or to be devoured by wild beafts, 
fuch as the tiger, and the lion. Neither 
can fuch excurfions be made without danger, 
even when the colony is at peace with the 
natives of the country. This, however, does 
not involve a contradiction, for there are in 
Senegal, as in every other part of Africa, 
troops of robbers, who carry away whatever 
they meet with, and who wage war with all 
the world. A perfon may, therefore, be in 

: | danger 
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“danger even in time of peace, more efpecially 
as one or other of thefe gangs are always 
{couring the country. Thefe robbers never 
attack the inhabitants of the. colony on their 
own ground,. but whenever :they find. them 
upon: salle territories of their, enemies, they 
fail,not to lay hold of the occafion, to the 
ruin of thofe whom curiofty leads abroad. 
‘In-fine, in order to give a juftiidea of: this 
wretched colony, letit fuffice toobferve, with- 
out exaggeration, that it is the moit deteftable 
{pot on the face of the earth; and that no- 
- thing but utter ignorance, .or a total want of 
_ any thé er means of fubfiftence, cari induce 
aman to fettle there. 
While waiting the. arrivaliof, the Furet, 
which had been fitted out by my friend, I 
- had time to ftudy the charaéter of, the in- 
» habitants of Senegal, and their manner, of 
trading, this was the only matter to which 
» J turned my attention. : I was convincedithat- 
: Ffhould never fucceed without underftand- 
ing thoroughly the people with whom I had 
to deal; and I was afhfted in this ftudy by 
the younger Floquet, who had been left 1 by 
his brother at. the colony, and who, with 
N | the 


\ 


178 VOYAGES TO THE 


the affiftance of the Couiit de Repentigny, 
had made upon the whole a profitable 1e 
culation. 

At that time there were only three Bad 
ropean houfes at Senegal that carried on the 
greater part of the commerce of that place ; 
thefe were, firft, the company’s houfe, which; 
befides the exclufive privilege of the gum: 
trade, dealt alfo in flaves.. This houfe was 
certainly the moft confiderable, but withal 
the worft regulated; the perfons who had 
been fent by the company having no know- 
ledge whatever of this commerce. It was: 
| biere the leaft formidable. That of M. 
Aubry de la Fofle, of Nantz, was better con- 
duéted. With a fmaller ftock they carried on: 
a more confiderable trade; the fuperintend- 
ance of the houfe was committed to M. Vig- 
neux, formerly captain of a fhip from Nantz. 
He was the perfon, who taking the advantage 
of my unhappy fhipwreck, which happened in 
the year1784, had made one of thofe furprif- 
ingly lucrative bargains, which allure fo many | 
of our countrymen to their ruin. He made 
alfo, in the years 1785 and 1786, feveral 
highly advantageous fpeculations without go- ; 

ing 
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ing from Senegal; the laft, however, coft 
him his life. | | | 
The third houfe was conduéted by M. Paul 
Benis, who traded folely on his own bottom. 
He had been formerly cooper to the company 
at Goreë, and when that ifland fell into the 
hands of the Englifh, took refuge in Senegal: 
He was the man the beft acquainted with the 
colony. He fpoke the negro language as 
well as the negroes themfelves, lived in their 
manner, and always fourid means to lay hold 
of the beft bargains. This man, who could 
neither write nor tread, had, by a long refi- 
dence in the country, obtained a thorough 
knowledge of trade; but though he could 
rival the company, he found himfelf unable 
to ftand the competition of M. Vigneux; 
who, ignorant as he was of the country, had 
neverthelefs a great advantage in the better 
aflortment of his articles, and the friendly ad- 
vice of the natives, who deteft whatever bears 
the name of company. | 
The principle perforis atnüng them, as well 
negroes as mulattos, erigaged in cominerce on 
theirown account, were YAevenot, aman, who 
in the early part of his life had {pent a great 
Na deal 


180 VOYAGES TO THE 


deal of money at Paris, and had affumed the | 
Aitle of an African prince ; Saint-fean, his bro- 
ther-in-law, who was fon of an Englifhman, 
.formerly a governor of Senegal, and who had 
been at London; Le Fuge of the fame family, « 
who had travelled into India and through all u 
Europe; Dubois, a negro, the moft artful of — 
the fet, and who undertook nothing for the 
company, but on condition of having a confi- 
derable fhare for himfelf; and feveral others, 
who trafficked fometimes on their own bot- 
toms, and at other times for thofe who had 
recourfe to their agency. ‘There were alfo 
two Moors of the family of the Sherifs who w 
followed trade; but all, whether whites or 4 
blacks, Chriftians or Mahometans, were ! 
equally ftrangers to probity, which indeed is 
entirely banifhed from that fpecies of com- 
merce. The moft facred, engagements are 
only words of courfe, and who {hall trick ” 
moft, feems to be the object of general emu- 
lation. When a bargain is, made, it muff be 
inftantly fulfilled, or otherwife confidered as 
null. Such were the charaéters of thofe with 
whom I was on the point of being con- 
‘cerned. 
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Notwithftanding the barrennefs ofthe fpot, 
Senegal contains more than fix thoufand ne- 
oroes, including the captives of the Tapades, 
or negroes born of the black inhabitants of 
the country. They are never put up to fale, 
unlefs convicted of fome crime. "Their huts, 
conftruéted in the form of bee-hives, and 
fupported upon four ftakes, furround the ha- 
bitations of the negro inhabitants. “The en- 
tire height of thofe huts may rife to about 
_ twelve feet, the width in every direétion is 
commonly from ten to twelve. ‘The beds 
are compofed of hurdles laid upon crofs-bars, 
fupported by forked ftakes at the height of 
about a foot from the ground. Here the 
flaves fleep promifcuoufly, men, women,’ 
girls, and boys. A fire is made in the middle 
of the hut, which is filled with fmoke, fuffi- 
cient to ftifle any man but a negro. | | 

The men are tall, and the women are ac- 
counted the handfomeit necrefles of all Africa. 
The Senegalians may be confidered as the 
moft courageous people of that part of the 
world, without even excepting the Moors. 
Their courage, however, is more nearly al- 
lied to temerity, than to bravery. In the courfe 
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of the voyage to Galam, they meet the great 
eft dangers with gaiety and fong; they dread 
neither mufket nor cannon, ine are equally 
fearlefs of the cayman or crocodile. Should 
one of their companions be killed, and de- 
voured by thefe animals before their face, 
they are not deterred from plunging into the 
water, if the working of the fhip require it. 
Thefeexcellent qualifications which diftinguifh 
them, and on which they value themfelves 
fo much, do not, however, preferve them 
from the common contagion of the country, 
which inclines them all to rapine. ‘They are 
emulous to furpafs one another in all the arts 
of over-reaching and fraud. The conduct of 
the Europeans, has, no doubt, encouraged 
thefe vices as much as the leffons of the ma- 
rabous, who inculcate the duty of plundering 
the Chriftians to the utmoft of their power. 
_ The Yolof negroes of Senegal are either ! 
Chriftians or Mahometans, or rather one and 
the other, or with more truth neither; re- 
ligion being a matter of indifference to them. 
Thofe on the continent are of the fame way 
of thinking, and their religious practices are 
Kept up only forthe fake of form. A bar of 
“iron, 
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iron, a few beads, will make them change 
their opinion at will. By fuch means are 
they aéted upon; a fufficient proof of their 

want of all religious principle. The mara- 
bous, or priefts, and the men of their law, 
are no better than the reft. I have examined 
the character of feveral of this order of men, : 
and even among the nation of the Poules, 
who are confidered as great fanatics, I difco- 
vered that they were only publicly attached 
to their opinions. ‘* This white man,” fay 
they, ‘€ does fo ; he is better informedthan I, 
and why fhould not I imitate his example,” 
This way of reafoning is common to ine that 
tract of country. 

The colony of Senegal is furrounded with 
iflands, which, on account of the proximity 
_ of the fea, are all more unhealthy than that 
on which the town is built. They are full of 
ftanding pools, that, when dried up by the 
fun, exhale a putrid vapour that carries. mor- 
tality with it, and difolates thefe iflands, It is 
doubtlefs the fame caufe that takes off fo many 
of the French at Senegal, during the danger- 
ous feafon of the year. This alfo may be in part 
eccafioned by the bad quality of the water, 

N 4 which 
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which flows from the ponds in the neighbour- 
hood of the colony, and though repeal ne 
with that of the river, comes neers little agi» 
‘tated by the current, and is eafily Ana hal 
by a vapidnefs oftafte. This particular is, : 
in my opinion, effentially worthy of notice, 
and if properly attended to by our medical: 
men, might become the means of preferving 
many lives. 
‘ Not one of the French at Senegal, iy thine) 
ing to the feveral houfes of commerce, ‘etic 
ink lined to make the voyage to Galam, (a) 
place of confiderable trade) becaufe none of 
them had ever been in that part of thecountry, 
I refolved to undertake it myfelf. I faw how: 
much fuperior the other houfes were in point 
of funds and refources, I fought therefore to 
obtain, fome how, an advantageous founda- 
tion for mine. ‘This point could be gained: 
only by acquiring an accurate knowledge 
of the country. I hoped by that means, 
that though unable to ftand a competition 
in the colony, I fhould at leaft in the trade 
on the rivet, have a decided advantage over 
every other houfe. I determined then to 
fet off for Galam. “The concurring reports of 
, the 
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the inhabitants las, well as of the Europeans, 
who had made this voyage, left me no. 
room to doubt. the reality of the dangers to 
which L was: going to expofe myfelf; but I 
was. refolved to purfue fortune, however 
rough. the road. I had lived among the 
Moers,.and had braved naked all the burning 
influence ofthe clime ; I had fupported, during 
_ the period of my. flavery, the moft deplorable: 
{tate of mifery and want; I-knew and con- 
fided in the ftrength of my conftitution ; and I 
fet down to the account of exaggeration, a 
good deal of what I was told of the unwhole- 
fome atmofphere of that diftrict: the ne- 
groes, faid I to myfelf, prepare with the 
greateft joy for this voyage, why therefore 
fhould I be difmayed ? 

The time which we were obliged to wait 

for the arrival of the Furet, we employed in 
| collecting falt for ourfelves, and for the King’s 
fhip which was bound upthe river... This 
traffic of falt is carried on at the bar of Sene- 
_ gal, the articles of exchange are fwords, gun- 
powder, balls, flints,’ and glafs ware. The 
falt coft me this year three livres per cafk, 
and was. fold) at. Senegal at the rate of fiva 
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livres, to thofe who had not the opportunity 
or the will to trade for themfelves. 

The 26th of July,the fleet got under way, : 
and failed up the river. It confifted of twenty- 
feven veflels, freighted by the inhabitants, 
together with a veffel of 50 tons, called the 
Moor, belonging to Paul Benis; the great 
bark of M. Vigneux, fuperintendant of the 
houfe of Aubry, of Nantz, burthen 180 tons, 
and a King’s fhip called the Brenfarfant, Cap- 
tain Thevenot, an inhabitant of Senegal, car- 
rying the cuftoms, or dues for the feveral 
princes of the country. 

The company, ever flow in their opera- 
tions, had not yet any veflels ready, when 
‘the Furet brig appeared in view. The fame 
day that fhe came before the fort fhe enter- 
ed the river. We proceeded immediately to 
unload her. She was then repaired and load- 
ed for the flave trade. I embarked on 
board the veffel, and failed from Fort Louis, 
Auguft the 16th, 1785, about nits o'clock 
in the morning. 

This fhip SF 70 tons burthen, but light and 
an excellent failor, had a crew ccmpofed of 24 
laptots, four gourmets, a linguift, a carpenter, 

| à a mate, 
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a mate, fix prleufes, and a dozen of repaffes. 
By /aptof, is underftood a negro failor; the 
gourmets are the officers, or rather fteerfmen, 
for the negroes acknowledge but one com- 
mander, who is their Captain. The linguift 
is in fact the boatfwain, who underftands and 
commands the working of the fhip in the 
French language. * The pi/eufes are women 
who cook for the crew, and wath their linen 
during the voyage. In fine the repa/fes are negro 
children who receive no pay, and who ferve 
aboard fhip much in the fame manner with 
our cabbin-boys ; the children of the negro 
inhabitants of T'apade make the fame voyage 
on the fame conditions, by thefe means they 
are inured to fatigue, and acquire a knowledge 
of the navigation of the river. 

We had fcarcely left Senegal when the 
whole crew began to pray. Every perfon, 
with melancholy vifage and tears in his eyes, 
turned his looks to that barren fpot of fand 
which gave him birth, and where he aban- 
doned his wife and his children. ‘They bade 
their relatives a woeful farewell, as if they 
had loft all hope of feeing them again. Thefe 
fad ceremonies, and the lamentations of the 


hesroes, 
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negroes, made me form a difagreeable idea of. 
the dangers of the voyage, But fcarcely had, 


we loft fight of the colony, when every vif- 


age tbe up, and the laptots began to } 


Ale 
The Count de Repintigny, Governor of Se- 
negal, had engaged me to colle& together all 
the ftraggling scala sis, in order to a ere them 
to the rendezvous of the convoy. In the even- 
ing of the fame day I met witha veflel be- 


longing to one Soliman, who had left the co- 


lony three days before me. He had only three 
laptots aboard, and I did not think myfelf 
obliged.to delay my voyage, on account of a 
perfon fo imprudent as not to fupply himfelf 
with a number of hands fufficient to work 
his fhip.. My negroes, however, who knew 
the orders which I had received from the go- 
vernor, endeavoured to perfuade me to give 
him fome affiftance ; I ordered him to return 
to. Senegal, which was only eight leagues 
diftant ; ete thought proper to comply rer 
my defire. | 
We handed our fails about eight o’clock in 


-the evening ; being then atthe great Mer igots, | 


which extend to Portandic. The fhip was 
afterwards 
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afterwards baptized according to the énitom 
of the negroes, and all thofe M6 had not be- 
fore Atte that place were obliged to fubmit 
to the fame ceremony. At the fame time 
| they made me fire a falute with my fmall train 
of artillery, confiftins of fix fwivels, with 
fix French and fome Englifh wall pieces. In 
order to perform this ceremony with due 
pomp, the linguift, accompanied by two gour- 
mets, caft anchor and aflémbled the crew. 
He caufed all the artillery to be charged, 
‘filled a vafe with water from the river, and 
threw it at three féveral times upon different 
parts of the fhip. At each operation; in order 
to render the ceremony as auguft as poflible, 
a falute was fired; and after the’ baptifmal 
rites were performed upon the veffel, the 
fame linguift proceeded to baptize thofe who 
had not yet made the voyage: thefe are com- 
monly the whites atid the repafles. Hefprink- 
led water of the river on my chin and fore- 
head ; a ceremony which was announced bv a 
general difcharge of the artillery. In fhort, to 
clofe this feftivity with becoming cheer, I 
gave the crew aprefent of good liquor. Our 
floop joined us, and the evening was {pent in 
merriment and joy. 


We 
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We fcarcely got down to the cabin in order 
to take a little reft, when the laptots of the 
watch gave us notice, that they heard a noife 
of oars on the river. We inftantly were on 
the look out, and foon faw that it was a canoe 
rowed by negroes, who ufed every effort to. 
come up with us. As foon as they got on 
board, they informed us that the boat /¢ Ma- 
leime, belonging to Scipio, the mafter of my 
veffel, had run aground, and funk ten leagues” 
beyond Podor; that Admet Moëtar, King of 
the Traflarts, a Moorifh tribe, claimed half 
the goods faved from the wreck, giving no 
better reafon, than that fuch was the will of 
God, fince he had fuffered the veffel to be 
wrecked on the caft. I immediately wrote | 
to the Count de Repentigny, Governor of Se- | 
negal, requefting he would give me his in- 
{tructions how to at on the occafion. I gave 
the negroes fomething to eat, and inftantly 
ordered them away for the colony. I was 
defirous to wait at Podor for the Governor’s 
anfwer, before’I fhould come to any decifive 
agreement with Admet Moétar. On this ac- 
count I declined proceeding, but anchored 


oppofite the village of Reims. ‘The marabou, 
| | or 
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or head of the village, prevailing on us to 
come afhore. We took the diverfion of the 
chace ; we met with excellent fport, for the 
country was full of game, and every fhot took | 
place. At about five in the morning, the 
wind frefhening confiderably, the veflel drove 
at her anchors, and ftranded on the Moorith 
coaft.: Accidents like thefe daily happen, but 
are not attended with danger, The river is 
full of fand banks, and it is only off Doumons, 
that there is caufe for real apprehenfions. 
. Thefe {mall trading veffels are hauled afhore 
every night ; and when it is neceflary to pro- 
siceed, the negroes foon, fet them afloat by 
plunging into the water and pufhing them off. 
It often happens, that in this operation fome 
are drowned, but this is the only method they | 
know, and they confider it as the readieft 
and leaft laborious. On that day we loft an. 
anchor, and notwithftanding allthe pains we 
took we could never lay hold of it with the 
drag. gi 
We proceeded on our way, and faw on an 
extenfive plain a Moorifh camp, confilting of 
eighty or an hundred tents ; they were defir- 
ous to difpofe of fome cattle and captives, 
but 
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but we had. no time to treat with them. The 
19th we faw the village of Berne, fituated on 
the Moorifh coaft, near the defart of Zaara, 
which extends tothis part of the river. Thus, 
after ‘having ‘formerly travelled during my 
flavery through the interior of that vaft de- 
fart, I had an opportunity. of feeing its ex- 
treme bounds. ‘Two ftately palm trees 
mark its limits on this fide ;  as:où the other 
bordering on Bilidulgerid, the boundaries are 
_ afcertained by two high pillars, which I ob- 
ferved in the plain before I entered the terri- 

tories of the Monfelemines. 2 
- On leaving the defart, on theoppofite fhore 
we faw the village of Brac, belonging to the 
King of the Walon’ negroes. « The-prefent 
Prince had been minifter to the former King, 
whom he caufed to be \aflaffinated ‘by the 
Moors of Halicory, King of the Bracnars. >It 
was under the fpecious pretence of public 
good that he feized upon the throne. But. 
his treachery coft him his life; for having 
fome difputes with Halicory, the latter caufed 
him to be firangled a few months after my 
departure. ‘This prince was not at his vil- 
lage when we pafled byat; but his favourites 
and 
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and women came down to the fhip; I pre- 
fented them with a few bottles of brandy, 
and by that means got rid of them: 

We arrived at Podor on'the night of the 
20th, and found the Sherif’s boat there, which 
put off the moment we were perceived. At 
eight o’clock 1 went on fhore to the fort, 
where Admet Mo@ar, King of the Trafiarts, 
was already waiting for me. ‘This prince, 
contrary to all law, departing from his ori- — 
ginal demand, infifted on getting poffeffion 
of all the merchandize which Scipio’s laptots 

‘had faved from the wreck; he no longer 
talked of participation, but aflerted that the 
whole belonged to him, and that in confe- 
quence of this fhipwreck the very laptots 
became his captives; he wanted-even to com- 
pel me to pay their ranfom: in vain did we 
tell him that if the King of France paid him 
an annual cuftom, it was with the fole view 
to promote the liberty of commerce along 
the river; he would liften to nothing; but, 

inflexible in his refolution, threatened to 
attack me, whether I returned down the 
“river to Senegal, or continued thy Voyage to 
Galam. He knew TI had but lately arrived at 
| O : the 
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the colony, and was far from thinking that 
his fpeech and menaces made no impreflion 
on me. He wifhed to intimidate me; land — 
hoped by thefe means to become matter of « 
the merchandize which the commandant at # 
‘Podor had been weak enough to deliver: to 
him; but having been a flave among the * 
Moors, I had learnt by my misfortunes to 
know them perfectly... Before I left the 
_ vellel in order to go to the fort, I had put — 
her in a ffate of defence. The fwivels, wall * 
pieces, and fmall arms, were all ready for 
an engagement. I had ordered my mate to 
allure as many Moors on board as he ‘could, 
to difarm thém, and to put them down into 
the hold. . My precautions were not ufelefs, 
for perceiving that I would not yield, Admet 
Moétar directed one of* his officers to order 
his brother to make feizure of my veflel. 
His orders did not efcape my knowledge, | 
though he imagined I was totally ignorant of 
his language. I inftantly withdrew from the 
affembly, on pretext of an occafion to retire ; 
and having fent for a faithful negro, I dif- 
patched him on board with orders to the 
mate, to put all the Moors, that were already 
in 
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in his power, in irons, to inveigle a$ many 
more 4s poflible, particularly the king’s 
brother, and to fetter and put him with the 
reft in the hold. Scipio, inured to warlike 
exploits, perfectly underftanding and fpeak- 
ing Arabic, had comprehended the orders of 
Admet Moétar.. He reproached him on the 
occafion, had-even recourfe to menaces, and 
left the aflembly in a precipitate manner to 
go on board the veflel. On his arrival he 
was aftonifhed to find the brother of that 
_prince difarmed, and in irons. Obferving that 
the crew were out of all danger of being fur- 
prifed, he returned to the fort. During 
this interval, as I was. at breakfaft with M. 
Duchozel, commandant of Podor, I com- 
-municated to him the intentions of Admet 
Moétar, and the orders I had given to coun- 
_teraét them. Scareely had he heard to what 
excefs this favage had carried his audacity, 
than he put his detachment under arms, re- 
paired to the prince, and informed him, that 
affairs of commerce not coming within. his 
cognizance, he recommended him to; make 
up matters with me, but that he fhould 
never fuffer a veffel of his nation to be attacked 

O 2 under 
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under the cannon of the fort he commanded. 
This entirely difconcerted Admet Moétar. 
Having fpoken in Arabic, he did not imagine 
he had been underftood, for he knew not 
that Scipio fpoke that language as well as 
himfelf. He was likewife unacquainted with 

the precautions I had taken, and was alarmed 
_to find himfelf in the power of a French 
detachment under arms. He was {till more 
intimidated, when one of his attendants came 
and told him that all the negroes of the vil- 
lage of Podor, on the information of the 
crew, had ran to arms; that they had feized 
thofe of his foldiers ; and that unable either 
to act on the offenfive or defenfive, the latter 
were open to the fire of the fort, the village, 
and my veflel; that all the negroes had fet 
up the fhout of war, and only waited my 
orders to put all his fubjeéts to death. “Thus 
circumftanced, and ftanding at a few paces 
from him, and having my piftols charged and 
cocked, I had nothing to apprekend but the 
ftroke of a dagger; but I had determined 
that the firit ftep he might make towards me 
fhould be his laft. As I was furrounded by 
the braveit of my men, I upbraided him in 


the 
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the Arabic language with his perfidious de- 
figns. He was confounded on hearing me . 
{peak his own tongue; and yielding to necef- 
fity, he told me that having always been the 
friend to the French, he had no intention 
whatever to feize upon my veflel, but only 
. to claim that to which he had a right by the 
laws of his country; that rather than come 
to hoftilities with a nation that he loved, and 
to which he owed his elevation. and autho- 
rity, he was going to retire up the country. 
He hoped by this fubterfuge to have procraf- - 
tinated the matter; but upon the requifition 
Inmade, that in oproof of his fincerity, he 
fhould make reftitution of the effets he had 
{eized, he plainly perceived that he could 
fhufle with me no longer, and:told me, that 
having cut and diftributed the merchandize 
among his attendants, it was no longer poffi- 
ble to reftore it, but that he willingly under- 
took:to return Scipio the value ef whatever 
he had feized, out of the account of the 
cuftoms to which he was entitled. 

The mere promife of fuch a man did not 
fatisfy me. I required an engagement figned 
by himfelf and his minifters.. He would not 

O 3 à confent 
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confent to this; his word, he faid, oughtto : 


be fufficient. Four hours had been wafted 
in this difpute, when itwas reported to him 
that his brother, who had gone on board my 
veffel, was no longer to be feen upon deck. 
This intelligence made him uneafy ; and foon 
difcovering that the prince was detained, he 
no longer made any objections; but fub- 
{cribed to my conditions, liberated Scipio’s 


laptots, and: confented to re-imburfe me in 


every expence. This engagement was figned 
by himfelf, his two principal minifters, and 
his brother, who in confequence of this writ- 
ing was liberated, and conducted by my 
negroes to the fort, as foon as they had re- 
ftored to me the two Senegalians, who» had 
been feized by order of Admet Matra on 
his arrival at Podor. 

I then invited the prince on board, but ap- 
prehending, that I fhould treat him as I had 
already done his brother, he would never 
truft himfelf in my power.. He queftioned 
the laptots, and learnt from them, that I had 
been a flave in the Defart and at Morocco, 
the preceeding year. The following day we 
met in a friendly manner ; he alked me many 

j | queftions 
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 queftions concerning the force of the Mon- 
gearts, and Monfelemines ;, and: particularly 
the character and the forces of Mouley Ab- 
dramene, the fon of the Emperor of Mo- 
rocco, who was was, he knew, :atithe head 
of a ftrong party in the Defart. , He was 
fenfible, if this prince made his appearance 
upon his domains, that all the Moors would 
inftantly recognize him as their fovereign; 
and was defirous of getting information re- 
{pecting his intentions. His brother Sydy 
Hali made me a vifit, I had him difarmed 
immediately, according to the cuftom of the 
Moors ; and making him obferve the force of 
my {wivels and wall-pieces, I afked him if a 
French man, whofe veflel was thus armed, 
with Scipio.for a captain, had any reafon to 
fear the menaces of his brother. I then re- 
galed him with large quantities of fugar and 
water, and. fent fe away on the approach 

of the evening, | 
The next day, when we were on the point 
of getting under way, we faw  Scipio’s boat, 
that was juft returned with the gOVErnOr’S 
orders from Senegal... I again landed, and 
went to Admet Moétar, who figned a fecond 
O 4 engagement 


200 WOWAGES ‘TO THE 


engagement conformable to the firft, which 
was to deduct out of his cuftoms the’ value 
of the merchandize he had taken. He made 


mea prefent of two oxen, ten fheep, and fome . 


oftrich’s feathers, and prefled me very much 

to vifit him on my return from Galam. I 

promifed to fee him again; and we soe: 
highly fatisfied with sait other. 

On the 24th, at about ten leagues from 
Podor, we perceived the maft of the Maléime; 
that was loft on the 12th, by running againft 
the trunk of a tree. Scipio requefted my 
leave to endeavour to fave fomething from 
the wreck of his veffel; and having obtained 
it, he direéted his courfe that way; the crew 
were employed the whole day in weighing 
her. They hauled her nearer fsb. but 


on the coming on of the evenin’g, perceiving | 


the impoffibility of getting her afloat, they 
were fatisfied with taking out the mainmaft, 
the bow fprit, the rudder, and the anchor. 
The next day we loft a captot of the name 
of Bacary, belonging to Ifabella Nagot, with 


whom I had lodged. This man, who was 


an excellent diver, having on fome occafion 
plunged into the water, difappeared, and, 


nen * 
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never more was feen.: He was doubtlefs car- 
ried off by one of the alligators or crocodiles, 
of which the river is full... As we were under 
the neceflity of towing the veflel, an opera- 
tion very fatiguing to the crew, I was defir- 
ous of amufing my people, and of diverting 
their attention from the misfortune that had 
happened to their companion ; for this pur- 
pofe I) regaled. my captots with copious 
draughts of liquor. © We anchored in the 
evening off the villagesof Donguelle, where 
J purchafed three elephant’s teeth for a {mall 
quantity of gun-powder. Ata league higher 
up, we cleared’ the rock ‘of Goul-de- 
Diabbé, or the Devils Mouth, the .moft 
dangerous. pafs in the whole courfe: of the 
river. On the way back from Galam this 
place may well be called the Devils Mouth, 
- for the inhabitants fire in front, atid on both 
fides upon the vefiels, in the very moment 
when the crews are employed in furmount- 
- ing the almoft invincible difficulties of the 
paffage. 

Engaged intirely in commercial concerns, 
on which my all depended, and not being 
in circumftances that allowed me to dedicate 


any | 
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any of my time to.the purpofe of making ob 
fervations, I paid but little attention to the na-' 
tural hiftory, the fites, and the productions of. 
thefe countries. Inthe whole extent of coun- 
try which belongs to the Poules, and which’ 
begins two leagues below Podor, nothing is 
feen but thick forefts that cover the banks of 
the river, and render the fituation extremely 
unwholefome: Never is the air refrefhed by 
a cooling breeze. ~The infufferable heat:of 
the climate is rendered {till more fuffocating 
by the peftiferous {mell that exhales from trees. 
in bloflom; an exhalation that moft fenfibly 
affects the noftrils, andis often attended with 
death. ‘This country abounds -with’ wild 
beafts of every ind » it may, indeed, «be 
called the immenfe monfter magazine of Af 
rica. The ferpents are of a prodigious fize, 
but they do not meafure from) forty-five ta 
fifty feet, as fome authors have reported.,' I 
offered the value of a flave for the {kin of one 
of thefe creatures, which was about twenty- 
eight feet long, and my offer was rejected. 
If they were commonly fifty feet in length, 
according to M. Adanfon’s account, it is cer- 
tain my negroes would have prevented me 

| from 
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_ from bidding, fuch a, price for a fkin of {o 
inferior ‘a fize.. But when a traveller has 
once pafled the tropic he thinks himfelf en- 
titled to exaggerate, and confders himfelf 
within the limits of veracity when he mag- 
nifies only one half. 

Crocodiles are more frequent here than in 
any other part of the river; no doubt on ac- 
count of the neigbouring forefts which afford 
them a retreat from the hunter. They are 
rarely feen at Senegal, and only when the 
river: is not)impregnated, with falt water. 
-Hence it as, that during almoft the whole 
year they are not foundlowerthan forty leagues 
from the mouth of the river. | The river is al- 
ways dangerous, for the fharks, which never go 
into frefh water, ending where the crocodiles 
begin, any one who ventures to bathe, ex- 
pofes himfelf to imminent danger at all 
times, and in every part of the ftream. 

The hippopotamus, or fea-horfe, is likewife 
very common in the kingdom of the Poules. 
This animal is amphibious like the crocodile, 
living indifferently on: land or in water; he 


1s generally half as large again as our full- 


grown ox; yet fometimes very {mall ones 
+ | are 
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are found among them. But when the ani- 
mal has attained to his full growth he is of 
enormous fize. From his head, which, how- 
ever, is not proportioned to his body, an idea 
may be formed of his whole bulk. Theréare 
feveral fkeletons of the head of the hippopo- 
tamus preferved at Senegal, which, without 
the teeth, weigh from one hundred and fifty 
to two hundred pounds: teeth of this animal 
I have feen weigh feven pounds.:The hip- 
popotamus in this climate is an inoftenfive 
creature, and is eafily taken and deftroyed. 
He never makes any attack, nor does he 
even ftand upon his defence but when he 
feels himfelf wounded. As he is very heavy 
it is eafy for the hunter to efcape from his 
fury, when he fees him coming.* ‘His flefh 
is good, and when cut up in flices and dried 
inthe fun, will keep a long time. ‘The fat 
when melted becomes an oil, of which excel-. 
lent foap is made; the negroes employ it for 
this purpofe ; and this foap, except that its. 


* The hippopotamus of the fouth of Africa is appa- 
rently not of the fame fpecies ; for Meffrs. Vaillant, Spear- 
man, and Patterfon, mention him as a dangerous animal, 
‘and dificult to be deftroyed, 
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fmell is not agreeable, is better than the beft 
manufactured at Marfeilles. There are alfo 
in this diftriét a’ great number of elephants ; 
I have never, however, feen any of them, 
although I frequently went afhore to kill 

game, and could obferve their traces on every 
fide. | 

The aigrettes are found in great numbers all 
along the banks of the river Niger; but 
thofe which have the beft plumes are peculiar 
to a fmall ifland, about feven leagues from 
Podor, which in the months of Auguft and 
September is covered with them. I have 
killed many of them in this place, and their 
plumes were twenty-two inches in length, 
while thofe which I could procure in the 
river, were only fifteen or fixteen. 

On the 28th, the wind not permitting us 
to fet fail, I fet out for the chace. I found 
in the woods a tree which bears a fruit re- 
fembling our peach. I was going to tafte it, 
but the negroes having affured me that it 
contained a deadly poifon, my curiofity was 
fatisfied. ‘The ftone of this fruit is very like 
that of an apricot, but much larger. ; 

On the next day, the 29th, about eleven 


o'clock 
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not fhot. ope ut thought ah it was oe 
the Almamy of the Poules nee had eee 
at Saldee to receive his dues. On the 3oth — 
we faw M. Pontret’s veflel coming down the. 
river; we hailed him, and he told us that M 
he would much rather lofe his voyage to Ga- 4 
lam, (and he was certainly in the right) than q 
fubmit to the enormous duties which the — 
Poules had eftablifhed in 1785. He wasa M 
Frenchman, and on.-that account his veflel, 4 
though very fmall, would have been forced to q 


pay the fame duties that are exa¢ted from the 
largeft fhips. Thofe duties would have con: 
fumed one half of his cargo;. he would have 


loft his time, and been obliged to undergothe « 
faticues of the voyage and of the flave trade 


at Tamboucanee ; inftead of which, by taking in 
a cargo of millet at Saldee, he could no epee 
indemnify himfelf at the colony for lofing 


the profits | he would have made by a voyage " 


to Galam. 
At noon, on the 3rft, we arrived at Sale à 
this village is fituated a league up the country, 


but being the place where the Poules receive : 


their cuftoms, fhips are obliged to.anchor op- 4 
pofites 
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| -poñte. Although thexe duties are regulated 


Le 


‘by the Governor:of Senegal and the envoys 


_.of thé Almamy, before the departure of the 
~ convoy for»Galam, difficulties, however, fre- 


4 ; 


| 


quently arife at the time of payment ; the 
Tampfir chofen for this purpofe, and the mi- 
nifter of the Almamy, are always ftarting the 
moft frivolous objections. ‘They infift on re- 
ceiving all the duties on the fame day ; and do 
not allow any veflel to continue the voyage 


to Galam, until the whole convoy from Se- 


negal be arrived. As the air of this {pot is 
very unwholefome, it is here that the greater 
part of the French traders, who imprudently - 
undertake the voyage, fall fick; and very few 


of them recover. 


Immediately on our arrival, St. Jean, Maf- 
ter of the Maure, a {mall veffel belonging to 
Paul Benis, came on board, and acquainted 
me with the death of M. Bertrand, an officer 
of the African battalion, who commanded the 


‘convoy. Thé cannon. we had heard was fired 


at, his interment, and not on account of the 
Almamy, who did not come this year to re- 
ceive his cuftoms. This mafter gave mea 
tarif of the ufual dues. Never having made 

a the 
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the voyage before, I did not find the demands _ 


too high, although they were double what had 


been paid the preceding years. The cap- 


tains of the convoy affembled on board my 
veflel, with the agents of the Almamy ; and, 
after mutual conceffions, the cuftoms we fet- 
tled and paid in a few days after, the greater 
part being depofited on board my veffel. 

The traders fubmit to pay the cuftoms, in 


order to have the freedom of trafficking during ~ 


the voyage, of goingon fhore at pleafure, and 


of enjoying the fame privileges as the natives.. 


Thefe cuftoms are become very confiderable, 
through the culpable condué of the fucceffive 
governors of Senegal; who, more attached to 
their private interefts, than to that of the 
French nation, have every year, in the King’s 
‘name, made additional prefents to the favages. 
They receive negroes in return, who are con- 
fidered as part of the royal property ; but if 
the general opinion may be credited, the 
whole finds its way into the governor’s 
pocket. The negroes of the inland parts, 
who are extremely avaricious, and who know 
not how toeftimate things at their true value, 


infift on receiving from European bottoms, — 


cuftoms 


te, 
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_ éuftôms proportioned to thofe which have 
been introduced by the avarice of the gover- 
nors. In the year 1785, the cuftoms paid at 
: Saldee amounted to five livres in fpécie a bar, 
which makes 3125 livres for each veffel car- 
rying 62 5 bars. 

‘Fhefe cuftoms increafe in proportion as 
the merchandife in the river is enhanced in 
value. A barrel of gun-powder, for inftance, 
of two pounds weight, is confidered an equi- 
valent for four bars, an hundred flints for two 
bars, &c. The general amount of the cuf- 
toms on bars got up to 839 inftead of 625. 
The value of each negro being eftimated, ac- 
cording to the convention of Galam, for this 
year at 70 bars, the amount of twelve cap: 
tives was given” for the payment of the cuf- 
toms. It even amounted to more, for the 
greater number of bars paid at Saldee confifted 
of fall bars, whereas in the payment of the 
captives, forty full bars only are giveti for 
each negro, as will be more fully explained, 
when I come to fpeak on the fubje& of com- 
merce. The large veflels belonging to the 
negro inhabitants pay only one half of thefé 
- cuitoms, and the {mall ones a quarter, ‘The 

| BR _ Sherif’s ’ 
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. Sherif’s veflel alone was exempted from the 
tax. As thefe people retain fome traces of 
the Mahometan religion in their own, it is 
confidered as a piece of injuftice to require 
payment from a man who is allowed to be of 
the family of the great Prophet, they were 
therefore fatished with his benediction. I 
wanted to try if they would be fatisfied with 
mine, but they gave the preference to my © 
guinea-blues and mufkets; which made us 
laugh, efpecially the Sherif, for all the profit 
was on his fide. 

The Poules, or Foulques, are one of the 
principal nations that inhabit the banks of the 
Niger: They poffefs an extent of more than 
fixty leagues along that river. ‘Their terri- 
tory begins below Podor, at a place called Le 
| Cog, fituated two leagues from the fort, and 
terminates at Matame, a village of great 
ftrength, inhabited partly by the Poules, and | 
partly by the Saltiguets. A people few in 
number, and generally confounded with the 
Poules. The latter nation are not fo black 
as the other negroes, but of a copper colour, 
much inclining to red. It is remarkable, 
however, that their children who are fent to 

Senegal 
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Senegal, and refide there for fome years, be- 
come much blacker. The females are very 
handfome, and the whites of Senegal gene- 
rally take care to procure fome of them. But 
they are of a bad difpofition, and utterly inca- 
pable of attachment. When a man has a 
_ miftrefs of this nation, he muft watch her 
 conduét very narrowly, and even chaftife her, 
_ that fhe may not be guilty of infidelity to him 
whom fhe honours with her favours. The 
dread of the baftinado will, in fuch cafe, effect 
what attention and complaifance can never 

bring about. | 
Although the Poules inhabit one of the 
fineft fpots in Africa, they are neverthelefs a 
wretched people ; they are bafe, cruel, thiev- 
ifh, and fanatic in the extreme. They are 
commanded by a chief of their religion, which 
is a contemptible mixture of Mahometanifm 
and idolatry. This chief is called the Alma- 
my; he is always chofen from among the 
Tampfrs, who are twelve in number. The 
- Tampfirs are the interpreters of the law, and 
‘are the moft learned, or rather the moft fana- 
tical among them. The Almamy has the 
power of life and death over his fubjects ; 
ae yet 
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yet he may be depofed by an affembly of 
Tampfirs ; it is therefore his intereft to keep 
on good terms with them. ‘The payment of — 
cuftoms is made to the Almamy, and is after- 
wards diftributed among the ‘Tampfirs; and 
although a part belongs to the former, he 
no odchiete requires a feparate POSE for 
himfelf. 

On the ift of September, I dined on beard | 
the Maure, commanded by Captain St. Jean, 
I faw no whites on board, all thofe of the | 
convoy being fick. The next day in the 
evening, a violent fquall driving me for fhel- 
ter to the ward-room, I {tumbled over the 
chefts, and my head ftriking againft a table, 
I was feized the following day with a fever: 
The inflammation increafing, I was let blood, 
and foon became delirious; nor did I recover 
my reafon till my arrival at Galam on the 
4th of O&ober. I found, from the journal of 
the voyage, that the cuftoms paid to the other 
Princes on the river were. very inconfiderable, 
‘They amounted to mo more than 120 bars 
Senegal currency, ‘including two. pieces of 
guinea-blues and a double barrelled gun that 
had been given to Sirman, King of Galam, 

| I went 
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I went on fhore to his houfe.. It is built 
of clay, thatched with reeds in fome parts, 
_ terraced in others, and upon the whole com- 
modioufly conftructed. Here I was treated 
with fuch attention, that I quickly began to 
recover my health. I took an airing every 
day on the banks of the river: two negroes 
carried me; and when the heat became too 
troublefome, I returned to my abode, and was 
put under a kind of fhed, which fheltered me 
from the rays of the fun. 

The Captains of the convoy and dc Mara- 
bous of the country repaired to Sirman, King 
of Galam, in order to fettle the price of flaves. 
It was fixedat 70 bars, part of which confifted 
of 4 pieces of guinea-blues. : The price being 
agreed upon, we failed immediately to Tam- 
boucanee, a principal mart for the traffic of ne: 
groes and ivory. ‘This village is fituated fif- 
‘teen leagues from Galam. The lords of the | 
‘neighbouring villages, exafperated againft the 
Senegalians, for making Galam the place of 
their general rendezvous, united their forces 
to make an attack upon the convoy, which 
was. detained at Saldee on account of the 
fhallownefs of the river. The King’s thin, 

r3 and 
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and that belonging to M. Vigneux had not 
yet reached Galam. ‘The one had ftopped at 
Baquelle, and the other at Cotterat. The 
Furet alone, which drew but fix feet water, 
was fufficiently well armed to command re- — 
fpe&. She immediately hoifted fail and 
advanced to the affiftance of the convoy. The 
courage of Scipio, my Captain, was well known 
among the negro Princes, they were afraid 
of contending with him, his prefence put an 
end to the Baio) and impofed pence upon 
the negroes. | 
Having fallen ill at Saldee, the firft place 
we Pt hel at fince our departure from fort 
St. Louis at Senegal, I could not examine the 
different merchandize, which, on account of 
the advanced ftate of the feafon, had been 
haftily put on board at the colony. I now 
examined it in order to difpofe of that of infe- 
rior quality in the firft place ; and I found to 
my great furprife that all the guinea-blues 
were of a bad quality and damaged, They 
had certainly been dyed over again in France. 
‘The owners, for the fake of a greater profit, 
had purchafed them at a very low price. Ill 
“acquainted with their bufinefs, and blinded 
with 
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with avarice, they were the occafion of my 
lofing my market, as none of the. guinea- 
blues would pafs in payment for flaves. This 
difappointment obliged me to change my 
plan ; I ordered my Captain to trade for what- 
… ever fell in his way with the other articles of 

the cargo, and I put by the guinea-blues that 
were the leaft damaged, in order to make a 
purchafe of fome negroes. My plan was 
to gain by gold and ivory fufficiently to 
“ie up for “ie lofs occafioned by the bad 
quality cf the guinea-blues. I had at moft, 
120 pieces that could be confidered as fale- 
able. Scipio took them, and fet fail in a boat 
with a proper aflortment of goods, to Tam- 
boucanee. I kept the damaged blues with a 
view of difpofing of them in exchange for 
whatever might be offered to me. 

The rainy feafon was over: the delay oc- 
cafioned by the payment of cuftoms at Saldee 
had proved very prejudicial tous. I was 
under the neceflity of embarking the 25th of 
October to go down to Senegal. I had made 
but little raie in the D trade ; I had, 


. however, procured fix negroes with my da- 


maged guinea-blues, all of which I fhould 
pee got rid of, had I been able to protract | 
ite ar my 
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my departure ; but being unwilling torifk my 
fhip, I left Scipio with the long boat to trade 
in the. cuftomary manner at Tamboucanee, 
The King of Galam, who had fhewn me 
‘every kind of attention, accompanied me on 
board. As I had been a flave in Morocco, he 
looked on me with admiration. The refpect 
in which all thefe people hold the Emperor 
extended even to my perfon: this petty mo- 
narch had given up. his chamber and a good 
‘bed to me, while the whites employed in the 
convoy on the King’s account, were only 
lodged under fheds. M, Molinard, who was 
one of them, was an engineer, and was fent 
out to take a plan of the river and to explore 
the gold mines, He fell ill at Saldee, and 
died on his return from Galam to Senegal. | 
Sirman, King of Galam is very fondof wine, 
and I regaled him with that liquor every day 
during my refidence in his houfe. I took — 
care, however, not to give him any but at 
night ; and in order to obtain it, I laid him 
under the neceflity of returning the bottles, 
on which account he ordered his people to 
take the greateft care of them. Having at- 
tended me on board, he was obliged to be 
| earried 
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carried: back to his village, for he had drank 
to excefs, to prove how much he regretted 
my departure. ‘This Prince had purchafed of 
me thirteen beads of coral, half a {tring of 
amber, twenty-eight filver bells, and three 
| pair of bracelets for his women. He was to 
have paid me in gold or ivory, but having 
neither of thofe articles, he gave me a fine 
negro, although.the things I had fold him 
amounted to no more than fixty-three. bars. 
In acknowledgment of his liberality, I made 
him a prefent of a fabre, with a piftol itthe 
hilt, of a little wool for his wives, and sits 
favourite, who alone had borne him fons, I 
-prefented fome rows of glafs beads, and about 
four ounces of fcarlet wool. She had taken 
_ the greateft care of me during my illnefs, and 
to her I was principally indebted for my re- 
covery. My magnificent prefent to her 
might amount in all toabout thirty-fix fous. 
This favourite pretends to be a Chriftian. 
She had formerly been miftrefs toone Labrue, 
an agent for the factory of Senegal. As it 
was the King himfelf that communicated 
this anecdote to me, I apprehend it will afford 
a fufficient eftimate of the delicacy of the 
_ Princes of this country. 
| Galam 
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Galamis a fmall village, known only as the 
place of meeting of the inhabitants of Senegal, 
for the purpofe of fettling their. mercantile 
concerns, and on account of a wretched fort 
built by the French in the time of the former 
African company. ‘The father of the reign- 
ing King was born a freeman among the 
Saracolets, and had been a laptot at Senegal. 
Confidered by the negroes as a man of bra- — 
very, and fpeaking pot French, he was | 
placed in the fort by de company in quality 
of broker. The grand Fouquet of Tuago, 
chieftain of the country, gave him the abfo- 
lute property of the village of Galam, on con- 
dition of his charging himfelf with the re- 
ceipt of the cuftoms paid by European veflels. 
His fon, the prefent King of Galam, was 
brought up at Senegal, and {peaks French and 
Englith fluently. When the company aban- 
doned the fort, he took poffeffion of the can- 
non, put himfelf at the head ofa party in the 
country, became formidable to his fovereign, 
and laftly, entirely independent. He has fe- 
veral villages fubject to his authority. The 
laptots of Senegal are received by him in the 
moitt cordial uni and every voyage he de- 

tains — 


COAST OF AFRICA. 219 


tains fome of them by his kindnefs, particu- 
larly thofe belonging to the Saracolet nation, ’ 
for in order to have one of thefe he will give 
feveral flaves in exchange. 

The tribes, which in this part of; Africa 
occupy the lands fituated between the rivers 
of Senegal and Gambia, are all of the Sara- 
colet nation. From Galam, fituated on the 
banks of the Niger, to the river Gambia, 
isa journey of a day and a half. The Sara- 
colets acknowledge as fovereign the grand 
Fouquet. of Tuago, They are a laborious 
people, cultivate their lands with care, are 
-plentifully fupplied with all the necefla- 
ries of life, and inhabit. handfome and well 
built villages ; their houfes, of a circular form, 
are for the moft part terraced; the others 
are covered with reeds as at Senegal ; they 
are inclofed with a mud walla foot ir and 
the villages are furrounded with one of ftone 
and earth of double that folidity. There are 
feveral gates, which are guarded at night for 
fear of a furprize. This nation is remark- 
ably braye, and.it is very uncommon to find 
a Saracolet flave, They always defend them- 
felves with adyantage againft their affailants. 
Such Saracolets as are expofed to fale, may 

be 
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be fafely purchafed, for (excepting when 
they are at war with the Poules) none are 
to be met with but fuch as have been con- 
demned by the laws for fome mifdemeanour; 
in fuch cafe, thefe wretches could not efcape 
flavery even by taking refuge in their own 
country ; for they would be reftored to their 
mafters, or would be put to death, if the con- 
voy fhould have failed, The religious princi- 
ples of this people is nearly allied to Mahome- 
tanifm, and {till more to natural religion. 
They acknowledge one God; and believe - 
that thofe who fteal, or are guilty of any 
crime, are eternally punifhed. They admit 
a plurality of wives, and believe their fouls to 
be immortal like their own. They think 
lightly of adultery; for as they allow them 
felves feveral wives, they are not fo unjuft 
as to punifh women who diftribute their fa- 
vours among feveral gallants ; a mutual ex- 
change is then permitted, one woman’ may. 
be bartered for another, unlefs fhe be free, or 
anative of the country. In this laft cafe, 
the French cuftom prevails; it is winked | 
at, although the laws are particularly fevere 
againft the violation of the moft facred of all 
property. 


\ 
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property. ‘This nation lies near that of the 
Poules. Its extent up the country is un- 
known; all that we know is, that it is 
governed by four powerful princes, all bear- 
ing the name of Fouquet. The leaft confi- 
derable, according to the teftimony of the 
Saracolets, is that of Tuago, who can af- 
femble thirty thoufand horfe, and whofe fub- — 
jects occupy a territory two hundred leagues 
in extent, as well on the Niger, as on the 
tract that reaches beyond the Felou, a rock, 
which according to the fame report, forms 
cataracts, from whence proceed the Niger 
and the river Gambia, equally confiderable. 
The latter is the more navigable, carries 
down a lefs quantity of fand, and forms 
fewer flats. Its mouth is about fixty leagues 
from Senegal by land, and feventy-five by 
doubling Cape Verd. 

Qn the 24th of October at night, Scipio, 
who obferved the water lowering: at’Tam- . 
boucanee, difpatched a negro to me, defir- 
ing me to quit Galam. I embarked on the 
next morning at eight o’clock, but my lap- 
tots had not as yet fold their falt. The mate 
and the-boatfwain infifted on ftaying in fpite 

| of 
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of me; but on the 26th, feeing that all the 
laptots adhered to me, and that if they per- 
fifted they would be put into irons, they 
weighed anchor and fet fail. The water on 
the night of the 25th lowered a foot more, 
which occafioned our ftranding a league be- 
low Galam. In this critical moment, I ftood 
in need of all my authority to hinder the lap- 
tots from killing the mate and boatfwain, who 
had refufed to fet fail, as foon as I embarked. | 
. They threw over board their falt to lighten 
the veffel ; but all their efforts proved ineffec- 
tual. 1 difpatched a Saracolet to acquaint 
Scipio with my fituation, and he immediately 
fet off to my affiftance. As the horfes in 
this country are excellent, and as he changed 
them at every village, he travelled with the « 
greateft fpeed, and arrived the following day 

at four in theafternoon, to my great aftonifh- 
ment; for he had performed in that time a 
journey of fixteen leagues. ‘The meflenger 
whom I had difpatched, returned alfo with 
Scipio, having executed his commiffion with 
_ great diligence. We laboured for the fpace 
of twenty-four hours with unremitting per- 
feverance, to difengage ourfelyes from this 


diftrefling 
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diftreffing fituation, to no purpofe ; a circum- 
ftance that would have difcouraged the ne- 
groes, except for the affiftance of the whites, 
and the confcioufnefs that they were com- 
-manded by one of the moft experienced 
captains of the colony. As foon as he ar- 
rived, he made the laptots ceafe their labour, 
gave them two hours for reft and refrefh- 
ment, and likewife repofed and refrefhed 
himfelf. He was perfectly acquainted with 
the river; and having examined the pañles, 
faw there was do danger to be apprehended, 
: direéted all the operations, and in lefs than 
half an hour, fucceeded in getting her into 
| deep water. He ftaid on board twenty-four 
hours, to fteer us clear of the more danger- 
ous fhoals, which we pafled without once 
 ftriking, and without any fatigue to the 
crew. He then left us, after having traced 
the courfe we had to make, and pointed out 
to the mate and boatfwain the dangerous 
parts of the river. He was determinéd.on 
_ keeping up his reputation ; and notwithftand- 
ing the bad quality of our merchandize, he 
hoped {till to traffic with anvAN™ ss at T'am- 
boucanee. . | | rs 


About 


L 
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About ten leagues from Galam, we came 


= 


in fight of the Furet, that could not make her | 


way to that place, for want of water. She 
lay at anchor off Cotterat, where there is a 


good depth of water all the year round. The | 


agent of the company, whofe name was Bar- 
dinal, a relation of the director of Senegal, 
tranfported all his merchandize in a boat to 


Galam, with an intention to paf the year — 


there. He came on board to fee me, and 
had fome dealings with him. J fold him the 
amber, the coral, and the filver bells that 


remained on my hands; and it was an ad- — 


vantageous-purchafe to him, as well as very 
convenient to me, for I had no occafion for 
thofe articles at the colony. Thus, after 
tranfacting the bufinefs,. we mutually con: 
eratulated each other on our meeting. 1 


made him afterwards acquainted with the « 


value of the merchandize faleable in the 


negro trade, and of which he had conceived. 


very imperfect ideas at Senegal; and in re- 


gard to which, he had alfo been impofed 
upon by his laptots fince his departure from 
that place. When a man is at fuch a dif 
tance from his native land, and without any 
| intercourfe 
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intercourfe with{his countrymen, the pleafure 
he feels when he has the happinefs of meet: 
ing one of them, even were he an enemy, 
cannot be eafily expreffed, and is fill more 
_ difficult to define. I had an affe€ting proof 
of it onthe prefent occafion. Engaged as I 
was in a private trade, I could not have con 
ceived that a perfon in the employ of the 
company. would have come to fee me, par- 
ticularly as the houfe with which I was con- 
nected had materially thwarted all their {pe- 
culations. On the 3oth I parted from this 
worthy man with tears in my eyes; for al- 
though he was in good health, and I infirm, 
yet knowing that his intention was to pafs 
the year at Galam, I was perfuaded he would 
never have the happinefs of revifiting his na+ 
‘tive country, to which I hoped to returns 
he was prepofieffed with the fame idea, and 
we were both in the right; for he fell ill, in 
confequence of extreme fatigue, eight days 
_ after 1 left him, and died ina few hours. 
The 2d of November, after having pañled 
the village of Baquelle, without touching 
there, we entered into the canal of the 


ifland of that name. The boatfwain, for 
want of experience, being unable to ftem 


GE the 
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the current, the veflel loft her head way, and 
foundered upon the rocks, at nine o’clock in 
the morning. Peter Mambao, a Senegal 
captain, who had arrived at Baquelle with a 
cargo of falt, inftantly fent out his boat to 
our affiftance. . I put on board her the moft 
valuable of my goods, and one of my chefts ; 
the other difappeared in an inftant, nor was 
I ever able to get any account of it. It was 
doubtlefs ftolen by my negroes. At ten 
o’clock, finding that the hold of the veffel 
was full of water, and that the bank of the 
river was covered with the natives of the 
country, who. plundered whatever was put 
on fhore, I tranfported the goods that were 
left on board the wreck, to the ifland, which 
they could not reach, except by {wimming, 
and went on board Mambao’s veflel, that lay 
at about half a league diftant from mine. 

I fhould have faved the whole cargo, had 
not the laptots themfelves fallen to pillage. 
In this fcene of diftrefs, my people were de- 
firous of indemnifying themfelves for the 
toils of the voyage, and for the wages of 
which the lofs would have followed that of 
the veffel. They plundered as faft as they 
were able, but it proved of no advantage to 

them. 
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them. Had they ae to their pofts, the Sa- 
racolets would not have come near. us, the 
goods would have been all preferved, and the 
veffel relieved by the Senegalians, by whofe 
afliftance fhe would have been fet afloat; but 
they confidered her as irrecoverably loft, and 
carried away every thing which they could 
conceal from my obfervation. 

Amadi Tkioncoh, Lord of Ada. as 
great a knavé as any of his fubjeéts, was de- 

droites to take advantage of my unfor- 
- tunate fituation. He came to me on board 
Mambao’s fhip, and made me a tender of 
his ‘houfe, and a good warehoufe to ftore 
the goods I had faved. All the Senegalians 
aflured me I might rely upon his word; 
to which I was indeed compelled by necef- 
fity. I was obliged then to fuffer every 
thing that J had preferved from the wreck, 
to be carried to the houfe of this prince. The 
next day, being preffed by his folicitations, 
and perceiving that Mambao was unwilling 
to expofe himfelf any longer on my account, 
I went on fhore, and repaired to the village 
of Baquelle. I was accommodated With. a 
kind of atent, that while it fereened me from 
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the heat of the fun, admitted the frefh air; 
and on the firft day I was treated with the. 
moft attentive care. 7 
The grand Fouquet of Tuago, being ihe: 
formed by his fon, who had been fome days. 
on board my veflel, of my misfortune, came 
to Baquelle with a numerous efcort of caval- 


ry to fhare the plunder. My laptots then % 


gave up every thing for loft. This king 
pretended, according to the cuftom of the 
Moors, that my veflel, the freight, the crew,’ 
and myfelf, were all become his property. 
_ He would have taken immediate poffeffion of 
the principal articles, had not the Lord of 
Baquelle, dreading the return of Scipio, in- 
terpofed. | | 

I had taken two Moors on board at Galam,' 
to deliver to Admet Moétar; they informed 
thefe princes that I was a flave to the Em- 
peror of Morocco, and that they would in= 
fallibly draw down upon them the refent- 
ment of the Moors, if they ventured to offer. 
me any violence. 

This intelligence induced the grand Foquet 
to defift; yet a clofe watch was kept over 
~ my laptots; they were not allowed to pafs 
the 
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the fecond court-yard, and they confidered 
themfelves all as prifoners. As to myfelf, I 
was at full liberty, but I could fearcely walk, 

‘and was obliged to be fupported by two 
F negroes. “As I was walking out about ten 
o’clock in the morning, I heard a great noife, 
and perceived the Lord of Baquelle, who was 
going to decide a difpute that had arifen be- 


tween one of my failors, and one of his — 


_ guards. I approached him, and having feated 

myfelf near Amadi, I informed myfelf of 
the caufe of the difpute. His guard had rob- 
bed me of a remnant of fcarlet cloth. My 
laptot had perceived the theft, and taken the 
ftuff from him; they had come to blows, 
and the guard was feverely beaten; he was 
all over blood. I foon decided the caufe, by 
taking the cloth, and giving it to the man 
who had been beaten, I then took the lap- 
tot, whofe name was Sagot, away with me, 
and the aflembly broke up and retired, with- 
out faying a word. The Lord of Baquelle 
himfelf, did not require more, and he came 
with my people to attend me to my tent. 

I had but feventeen laptots remaining of 
my crew, and four of them were difabled; 
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for when the veflel was wrecked, and the 
men were endeavouring to fave the powder, 
a barrel containing four pounds blue up upon 
deck. ‘The man who had it in his hands 
was {0 defperately wounded that he died the # 
next day, and the bodies of the three others 
_ that were near him, were fo miferably fcorch- _ 
ed that only one of them recovered, My 
other laptots were with Scipio to carry on 
the flave-trade. I had difpatched a courier 
to him; as likewife to M. Vigneux’s captain, 
and the commandant of the King’s thip, Cal 
led the Bienfaifant. 

Having but thirteen laptots that were able 
to work, I could not make any attempt to 
weigh my veflel ; befides the Saracolets, who 
had cut the rigging and taken away the cord- 
age, would not pga fuffered us to make fuch 
an attempt. I was obliged therefore to wait 
for a reinforcement to extricate me from my 
embarraffiment. Six or feven refolute laptots 
arrived in Bafca’s long-boat. That negro 
being well acquainted with their courage, 
had fent then, with orders to attempt every 
thing to fave me; they came at eleven o’clock 
in the morning, having travelled the whole 

| night. 
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night. They told methat they had feen my 
 veflel; that the Saracolets having entirely 
plundered her and taken away ail her rig- 
ging, there was now no remedy for my mis- 
fortune ; that 1 fhould rather look to my per- 
fonal fafety, fince I was {till left at liberty; 
their floop, they defired me to obferve, was 
wellarmed; they were going, they fad, to 
take the merchandize' which J had left on 
board Mambao, and they advifed me to’en- 
deavour by all means to embark with them. 
I followed their advice. In about two hours. 
I reached Mambao’s veflel, The guard, who 
faw me going out, did not eae my paf- 
fage ; perhaps becaufe they confidered me as 
‘too weak to attempt an efcape, perhaps alfo 
the confideration and refpect which they pay 
to the Emperor of Morocco might deter them 
from offering violence to a man who had be- 
longed to him. Whatever were their rea- 
fons, I reached the banks of the river without 
meeting any mioleitation, and from thence 
got aboard Mambao. In the ev ening I em- 
barked with my merchandize. We kept on 
during the whole mght, andonthe 7th, about 
nine o’clock in the morning, reached .the 
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veflel which was under the command of 


Bafca. 

If any other reafon, except the neceflity of 
a fhipwreck, had conducted me to Baquelle, I 
fhould have confidered with pleafure the fight 
of this place. The ftreets of the village are 
wide and ftraight, the huts are all of caste 


furrounded with great courts, and are almoft | 


all terraced. The gardens are beautiful and 
well fituated; they offer to the view along 
the river, the moft agreeable of profpects. 
This village is ftrong. It contains about 
three thoufand inhabitants ; and if one may 
give the name of town to the habitations of 


thefe countries, Baquelle will certainly ftandin — 


the foremoft rank. It is the beft fortified of 


all that are aie along the banks of the | 


_ Niger. Sa 

had’ eel taken a little reft, when 
I was informed of the arrival of Mafie, a mu- 
latto of Senegal, who was one of my gour- 
mets. He had run away from Baquelle with 
my boat, carrying with him at the fame time 
about eight hundred pounds of ivory, forty 
pieces of guinea-blues, a few mufkets, anda 
barrel, containing about an hundred pounds 


weight . 
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weight of gun-powder. Three refolute lap- 
tots (among whom was Sagot) had been the 
companions of his flight. ‘Two of thefe lap- 
tots were Saracolets. They had concealed the 
cloth in their knapfacks, and Maffe, who was 
a dextrous fellow, had obtained from the Lord 
of Baquelle permiffion to follow me, by infi- 
nuating to that prince, that fince I was no 
longer in his power, he would do well to per- 
mit him to join me; that this action on the 
part of the prince would appeafe my refent- 
ment, and that as I was ignorant of the ne- 
gro language, and that as he (Maffe) ferved 
me as interpreter, the prince could not fall 
upon a better means to make me forgive and 
forget the paft. Mafle did not lofe his pains; 
and fcarcely had he obtained this permiffion, 
than without mentioning to any perfon his 
intended departure, he repaired to my boat, 
which the people of the country imagined 
belonged to Mamboa, and with all poffible 
diligence embarked with the merchandize ~ 
above mentioned. Scarcely had he fet fail, 
when he was purfued from the village of 
Baquelle by a body of men, who fired upon 
him, but were too late to prevent-his efcape. 

He 
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: He reached the middle of the river, failed on 
the whole night without encountering any 

danger. | 
Mafle, on his arrival on board the veffel of 
Bafca, made enquiry after the King’s fhip; 
and having learnt that it was at’no great dif- 
tance, he aban to me to embark aboard 
the boat in order to overtake her. Recover- 
ing flowly from the cruel malady under which 
I laboured, and having no time to recruit my 
force, deprefled by the confequences of my 
fhipwreck, and worn out by the continual dif- 
putes at Baquelle, and the fatigues of my 
flight ; living only on the fare of the negroes, 
that is to fay, eating whatever came to hand, 
fometimes raw millet fteeped in water, at 
other times flefh or fith dried in the fun ; poi- 
foned by the foetid atmofphere aboard Bafca’s 
fhip, where there were 107 negroes in irons ; 
expofed during the day toa burning fun, and 
in the night forced, in order to avoid the dew, 
to fhut nie up in the ward-room, where 
1 was ‘ftifled with bad air, and the exceflive 
heat concentred there, 1 did Sot hefitate a 
moment; and lucky was it for me, for cer- 
as I fbould never have furmounted fo 
many 
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many evils united, if I had refufed to follow 
his advice. | 

I embarked with him in the night, having 
no more than the three laptots whom I have 

already mentioned. My fwivels were in order, 
. mounted upon the gun-wale of the boat, and 
. charged, in cafe of an attack. My people 
were all armed,each with a double barrelled 
. mufket, and I proceeded, confiding entirely in 
their care. We were thirty-feven hours under 
fail. Larrived on the 14th, at feven in the 
morning, and went on board the Bienfaifant, 
commanded by Thevenot, a wealthy inhabi- 
tant of Senegal. | 

My bodily pains were embittered by the af- 
: flitions of my mind. My veffel was aban- 
doned on the territory of the Saracolets ; my 
merchandize was difperfed up and down the 
river ; part of it lay at the mercy of the Sene- 
galian negroes, fhould Scipio leave the place 
he was at in order to come to Baquelle, the 
_ other part was expofed at the houfe of the 
lord of that. village, who confidered it as his 
own property. I had been forced to leave 
twelve negroes on board Mambao. This, 
man might poffibly deceive me, and get them 


feized 
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feized by the princes of the country for a per- 
fonal reward. I knew Mambao to be an art- 
ful and determined robber ; I had detected him 
in purloining and carrying on board many of 
my effects. He had even carried off my 
Moorifh habit, and a fheet ; and I had every 
thing to apprehend from his want of honefty. 
The only things then, that I could confider 
in fafety, were the mufkets and the guinea- 
blues that I had left aboard with Bafca; it was 
all I could hope to preferve from the wreck 
of my veflel. 
Thevenot, however, endeavoured by his 
kind attentions to mitigate my diftrefs. His 
veffel, fitted out folely for the purpofeof pay- 
ing the duties, was well armed and commo- 
dious. 1 was well lodged, had a good table, 
and being no longer expofed to the dew, nor 
to the ardour of the fun, my fever vifibly 
abated. ‘This fever was folely the confe- 
quence of a weaknefs, arifing from the conti- 
nual fatigue I had folong undergone. After 
having been eight days on board, it left me 
entirely. The river gradually lowering, and 
the veffel drawing nine feet water, Thevenot 


determined to ufe the greateft {peed to return 


and 


<= 
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and avoid the fhoals, which are frequent in the 
river. Notwithftanding, his inceflant care, 
together with the experience of the boatfwain, 

he was then on his forty- fifth voyage, and 
the uninterrupted labour of the laptots, we. 
made but little way. In one place it was a 
 fand bank which prevented our paflage, in 
another trunks of trees,. which had been fwept 
away by the currents, impeded our progrefs ; 
fometimes one obftacle, fometimes another. 
To complete our misfortunes, when we ar- 
rived at Saldee, we were informed thata party 
of the Poules were determined to ftop the 
_convoy. This intelligence induced Thevenot 
to depart immediately, without ftaying to take 
any millet on board. We touched the ground 
at the paflage of the grand canal, ten leagues 
below Saldee.. ‘The Poilss who had be: us, 
came to wait for us near the rock of Gdioul 
de Diabbe ; they hoped to furprife us here; 
but when we founded the two channels which, 
run through this rock, every one fet to work, 
and we foon difengaged ourfelves. The cap- 
tain had taken care to put the cargo and 
trunks on a point of the rock which rifes in 
the middle of the river, nor could the Poules 


get 
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get at it to plunder. We loft, however, the 
{mall quantity of millet, which according 
to cuftom, is generally left on the Moorifh | 
coaft, to lighten the veflel when near this dan- 
gerous paflage. ‘The Bienfaifant was the firft 
_ veffel which returned ; but we were not with- 
out fears for the reft ; we difpatched an ex- 
prefs by land, to inform the remainder ofthe 

convey of the meafures which had been taken ! 
to attack and furprize them : but this meffen- 
ger, who was one of the tribe of the Poules, 
was'better pleafed to ftop near the rock, and 
fhare in the plunder of the convoy, than to 
warn the veflels of the danger. Why then, 
it may be faid, employ a meflenger of this 
nation? The reafon was, that this man had 
his family fettled in the colony, was defirous 
to fix himfelf there, and that any other ratr 
the rifk of being {topped in the country. We 
received no news from our companions, nor 
did we fee any of the convoy, which made 
us fear that the whole had been ftopped. We 
were of opinion, however, that the whole 
forces of the Poules were not capable of op- 
pofing the Senegalians united. Their fpirit 
and bravery fufficiently enfured the freedom 


of | 


COAST OF AFRICA. 239 


of their perfonsi;, but. the veflels could not 
poffibly have efcaped being taken, if the Poules 
had taken the precaution of throwing trunks 
of trees acrofs the paffages near the rock ; in 
fuch a cafe, every thing was to be dreaded ; 
befides the captains of the veflels having no 
fufpicion, and relying on the faith of treaties, 
were not returning in company. Six hun- 
dred Senegalians would have foon fcoured the 
river, and. the Poules, though in thoufands, 
never would have ventured coming to action 
with fuch a body of colonifts. The cannon- 
ade from the fhipping muft have madethem re- 
treat, and landing upon the banks of the river, — 
the Senegalian negroes, accuftomed to arms, 
would have foon put to flight fo daftardly a 
. people. 
_ After having got clear of many fand banks, 
we ftruck again on that of Haliburum. It 
then became neceflary to lighten the veffel, 
and we employed half the day in that bufi- 
nefs. At night we faw the boat of the Paul, 
Captain St. Jean. He had been attacked at 
the rock, but as his veflel drew but little 
water, and his crew was numerous, he paffed 
without lofs.. He informed me that Scipio, 
the 


240 VOYAGE TO THE 


the day after my departure, had arrived at 
Baquelle; that he had weighed my veflel, 
faved my cargo, and would foon be with us. 
On the. rith of December’ he arrived: at 
Doumons, the general rendezvous of the con 
voy on their return from Galam. 
Immediately on the arrival of my courier . 
at _Tamboucanee, Scipio depofited his mer- 
chandize on board the different Senegalian 
veflels, and putting a {top to his traffic, came 
off with his laptots in the boat. At Cotterat 
he was informed J had left Baquelle ; and al- 
though he was told he could never be able:to 
fave either my merchandize or veflel, he ne- q 
verthelefs continued his voyage, in hopes. of. 
meeting both. Inftead of landing at Baquelle, 
he went with his men to examine the veffel 
which was left upon the rocks ; from thence 
he repaired to Tuago, and prefented himfelf — 
before the grand Fouquet, made him a tender. 
of his fervices, and promifed to {pend his — 
whole life with him. ‘The prince, glad to — 
engage a man’ of fuch courage and reputations 
| gave ana a very gracious reception. 
Scipio finding. him  difpofed as he soul 
with, sente (uted that he could not do hing 


any 
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any effential fervice, unlefs my {hip was firft 
cleared from the rocks 3 that by means of repair- 
ing the veffel, he might expeditioufly tranf- 
port his troops were the war required them ; 
that his neighbours and the governors of the 
different provinces would by this means be 
taught to hold him in greater fear, and learn 
to refpeét his authority ; that Sirman himfelf 
would foon return to his duty, particularly 
when he fhould perceive that the Senegalian 
Japtots were united againft him to bring him 
to fubmiffion. Thefe meafures were ap- 
proved by the prince ; and Scipio, in order to 
bring about his defigns, recovered the cordage 
which the Saracolets had taken away; and 
with their affiftance fucceeded, after much 
labour, in heaving down the veffel upon the 
 fand. He then requefted the grand Fouquet 
to reftore him his laptots, who being more 
expert in naval matters than the Saracolets, 
would facilitate the repairs of the veflel while 
the convoy remained; a thing impoffible to 
effet after their departure for Senegal. ‘The 
_ Lord of Baquelle received an order, and let the 
laptots go. With their affiftance, Scipio turned 
the fhip keel upwards ; and feveral Senega- 
| R han 
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lian veflels, among the reft the Moor, com 
ing by, he borrowed a fufficient number of 
laptots, got her upright again, after having | 
repaired the damage her keel had: fuffered, 
difmiffed the Saracolets, who had been) very 
ufeful to. him, and made towards Baquelle. 
Being called upon to fulfil his engagements 
by the grand Fouquet, he replied, that if the — 
Fouquet was king on land, Scipio. was mo- 
narch on the river; that he was ready for 
battle ; andthat a Senegalian, bearing the title 
_of Frenchman, could never think of becoming 
a flave toa negro king... The veffel no longer 
_ Jeaked ; Scipio, with none but his own laptots 
on board, moored her acrofs the principal paf- 
fages of the river, and waited for thé return- 
ed veflels.. He felt himfelf too much obliged 
to St. Jean to detain his laptots, and as foon 
as the veffel had undergone her repairs, {ent — 
them back to him. He then forced the lap- — 
tots belonging to the convoy to come on. 
board him, and fummoned the Lord of Ba: 
quelle to reftore him all the merchandize that « 
he had purloined by trick, or taken by force! ~ 
Amadi at firft made fome difficulty ; but.con- a 
fented the moment he faw Scipio was about « 
- ta 
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to make a defcent in order to fet his village 
on fire, and to carry off whatever fhould come 


in his way. He called to recollection the 


' check which the erand Fouquet had received 
feven years before: when that prince hay- 


ing newly mounted fis throne, and being 
vain of his power, endeavoured to {top a con- 
voy. He had 12,000 men under arms, and 
was beaten by Scipio at the head 800 men 
of the colony. On that emergency, the 
captain, though a flave, was recognized as 


“general, and burnt and entirely deftroyed the 


village. The king himfelf had fallen into his 


hands, but Scipio, fatisfied with his victory, 


had generoufly reftored him without ran- 
fom. A man who is confidered as invincible, 
who has never been vanquifhed, who is look- 
ed upon by thofe under his command as well 


vas by his enemies as a hero, is capable of exe- 


‘cuting an enterprize that another would not 


undertake with double the force ; and accord- 
-angly the old Amadi would not expofe his 


village to deftruétion, and being befides at en- 
mity with the Fouquet, to whom he had re- 
fufed to deliver up the merchandize, he 
thought fit to capitulate. He gave back the 
; Ra. goods 


¥ 
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goods of which I had taken an account in 
‘writing, and reftored befides, two barrels of 
-gun powder ofan hundred pounds weight each, 
which I had not recolleéted to fet down, ag 
which he took for barrels of flour. 

The Senegal captains were not inclined to 
expofe their failors in my behalf, but thofe 
-brave fellows, accuftomed to fight under the 
command of Scipio, and acknowledging no 
other leader but him, could not reconcile to 
themfelves the idea of abandoning him. Be- " 
fides they had hopes of plunder in attacking : 
the village of Baquelle, and they believed 
themfelves to be invincible under his orders. 
All thefe confiderations made them determine 
to ftand by him in this critical emergency. 
Every thing being in readinefs for the onfet, 
Scipio began to proceed down the river. The 
army of T'uago was already drawn out upon 
the bank. ‘Fhe grand Fouquet wanted to 
-take vengeance on Scipio, and hoped that with 
{mall arms alone he fhould be able to prevent 
his .paflage; but the balls only grazed the 
_ fhip, the barricado kept Scipio’s men in 
fafety ; and his fwivels, from which feveral — 
difcharges were made, foon fcattered the un- 


difciplined 
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- difciplined troops that tremblingly advanced: — 
. againft him. Without lofs of time, he con-. 
tinued his way as far as Yfanne, the refidence 
of the principal minifter of the Almamy of 
the Poules. This man informed him that 
the Tampfirs, diffatisfied with the diftribution 
of the duties made by the Almamy, were af- 
fembled together, that forming a numerous 
body they waited at the rock for the return 
of the veflels. Scipio determined anew either 
to conguer or to die. He difpatched feveral 
exprefles to the other fhips of the convoy to 
prevail on them not to fail but in a body, in 
order to repel the attacks of the Poules. As 
his veflel drew too much water to wait for 
the convoy, he determined to fail. prepared for 
every event. His defign was to make himfelf 
mafter of the paflage, to refift at that poft 
every attempt of the enemy, and to wait 
there the arrival of the convoy. He hoped, 
with the affiftance of the failors from Sene- 
gal, to repel the combined force of the Poules, | 
ak to indemnify himfelf for the loffes of the 
| voyage by the captures made on this people ; 
but circumftances changed his refolution. 
His crew were confiderably diminifhed ; he 
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had loft five men ;and I had taken with methree, 
together with a gourmet ; which (if we com- 
prehend another left at Galam, to affift in re- 
pairing the fort) deprived him of the aid of 
ten of his men; there remained only twenty- — 
two on board, the greater part of whom were 
fo reduced by the fatigue attendant on fo dan- 
gerous a voyage, that little dependence could 
be placed on their affiftance. In this dilemma 
he armed the negroes he had retaken on 
board of Mambao; and as they were his, 
countrymen, that is, from Baabarn, he found 
no difficulty in determining them to fight, in 
cafe of an attack on the part of the Poules. 
Things being thus difpofed, he advanced with 
confidence to that part of the river where 
he knew the negroes were waiting to plunder 
the fhip. Four leagues before he arrived at 
the rock, he caft anchor, and took poft in a. 
wood, with twelve refolute laptots, in order 
to reconnoitre the motions of the enemy. 
Here he furprifed two princes, who were go- 
ing to join the forces of the Poules, carried 
them on board his veflel, and put them in 
irons. He then weighed anchor, and ap- 
peared at feven in the morning, in that 
part 
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bi of the channel which he judged to ve 
deepett. 

When arrived near the rock, he faw both 
fides of the river lined with an innumerable 
multitude of Poules, fhouting with joy, and 
preparing to oppofe his paflage. He remain- 
ed, according to his firft intention, the whole 
day inactive on board; at night he founded 
the channel, found there wasa foot lefs water » 
than the veflel drew. \ FT 

At day-light he retired into the wards — 
room from whence he heard the Poules cry- 
ing from fhore, ‘* Scipio, thou canft no longer 
efcape from our hands, thou fhall come among 
us to plant piftaccio nuts.” . He was undeter: 
mined what part to act. His courage urged 
him to the battle, but he had not men etiough 
to ‘enable him to go on fhore and repel his 
enemies, timorous it is true, but in great 
numbers. ‘The convoy was at a great dif- 
tance from him, and he could not beaf to re- 
main longer ina ftate of inaction. He had 
recourfe then to ftratagem, and ftcceeded. 
At fun-fet, after having obferved the fpot 
where the T'ampfrs that commanded the 
ni were ftationed, he fwam on fhore with 

R 4 a fabre 
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a fabre ftuck in his girdle, and his mufket on — 
his head, accompanied by twelve of his crew, — 


He attacked the Poules, who inftantly fled, 
and took prifoners, fix princes, who were-not 


able to make their efcape. He then obliged — | 


them to fwim to the veffel and put them in 
irons. i | 
The next morning the Poules perceiving 
that feveral of les chiefs were wanting, 
{ent a man aboard ; Scipio fhewed the princes 
to their meffenger, and defired him to in- 
form the Tamplirs, that if they continued to 
attack and to moleft him in his bufinefs, he 
was determined to cut off the heads of the 
captives ; that as for him hedid not fear them, 
that he would wait for the convoy, and that 
then, fetting fire tohis fhip, he would open 
the pafs, and that, aided by the Senegalians, 
he would maffacre all the Poules that oppofed 
him. When this refolution was reported to 
the chiefs, they thought proper to fend a fe- 
cond meflenger to Scipio, in order to tell 
him, that if he would only reftore the princes 
they would permit him to act as he thought 
A Hae 3 
To truft to.the promife of a negro, and to 
become 
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become his dupé is the fame thing. Scipio 
therefore refufed to hearken to their re- 
queft. But he affured them, that if he was, 
not molefted, he would hberate the prifoners 
as foon as he pafled the rock; and this aflu- 
rance fatisfied the Poules, who permitted 
him to procced without further hindrance. 
During the courfe of two days the water 
lowered more and more every day, and the 
paffage became Jefs and lefs practicable. In 
order to fucceed, it was neceflary to lighten 
the veflels but where could the merchandize | 
be depofited, for the banks of the river were 
covered with enemies? Thefe difficulties 
induced Scipio, in order to fave the fhip, to 
agree to give the Tampfirs thirty pieces 
of guinea-blues, fourteen double-barrelled 
mufkets, fourteen barrels of gun powder, 
and ten fufils of the better kind. As a furety 
for the performance cf the capitulation, 
he required thatthe fon of the Tampfir who 
commanded the troops, fhould be put into his 
hands : this was inftantly complied with; and 
the Poules themfelves aflifted him to get 
through this dangerous paflage. Scipio might 
have waited for the convoy ; but he thought. 


it 
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it better, by this flight facrifice to favea fhip, 
which he had preferved with fo much diffi- 
culty, and which would have perifhed ‘in- 
evitably if the arrival of the convoy had been 
delayed three days longer. | 

Thefe multiplied misfortunes loft me the 
whole profit of my trafic. Of my damaged 
merchandize all that was faved was about 150 
pieces of bad guinea-blues, i2 negroes, 194 


drachms of gold, 906 pounds of ivory, and 


56 cafks of millet. I had got a great quantity 
of ivory, but it had been taken from mevat 
Baquelle, together with my trunk, cdntain- 
ing thirty-eight marks, two ounces of gold 
which IT had procured at Galam, and alfo, 
my coral, my amber, my powder, my beads, 

and filver bells. | 
Scipio often told me, that if he had been | 
permitted to take prifoners thofe who attack- 
ed him with an intention to deprive him of 
his liberty, my expedition would not have 
failed. But the order of the governors of Se- 
negal is, that thetraders fhall only fland upon 
the defenfive, but fhall take nothing in the 
country; and for that reafon, Scipio, who 
naturally might have made-reprifals, having . 
eight © 
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eight princes in irons on board, was obliged 
to carry them on fhore. They had taken ad- 
vantage of his fituation to plunder him of his 
merchandize, but he was not allowed to avail 
_himfelf of the capture of thofe men, to in- 
demnify his loffes. Certainly cuftoms of this 
nature are fo much the more unjuft, as the 
_matives of the country take advantage of them 
to plunder the European veflels who trade in 
thofe parts ; the profit which the governors 
derive from thofe abufes, is the reafon that 
they remain unremedied. ‘They are paid by 
the negro princes, who reimburfe themfelves 
an hundred fold by the plunder of the veffels 
of thofe, who on the faith of treaties, expofe 
_themfelves to the dangers of this trade. 
_ We remained fix days at Doumons, wait- 
ing for the convoy. We had difpatched 
feveral couriers to obtain intelligence ; but no 
\ convoy appeared. A marabou'was the only 
perfon, who, in telling us our fortune, affured 
us that it would foon make its appearance. 
This fame marabou, about a fortnight before 
_the event, foretold that I fhould fee my fhip 
and Scipio, but that he would have encoun- 
tered a great many difficulties. Notwith- 
ftanding 
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ftanding the accomplifhment of his former, 
' predi€tion, we gave very little credit to his. 
dicourfe. We concluded thatthe convoy, 
was loft, and continued our courfe to Sene-, — 
gal, being fix vefiels in company. Scarcely 
had we arrived at Podor, when we received, 
intelligence that the whole convoy had enter-. 
ed into a capitulation at the rock, and that. 
they would foon appear in fight. This in-, 
formation caufed us to RTE our courie,. — 
and about two o’clock in the morning, we had 
the fatisfaction to fee the convoy heave in. 
fight, three days after our arrival at Podor. , 
It was not enough that my veflel had been. 
wrecked, that I ie been obliged to capitu-, 
late atthe rock of Dguioul de Diabbé, it wasne- 
ceffary, in order to fill up the meafure of my. 
misfortune, | that the veflel alfo, aboard of 
which Scipio had left my merchandize at 
Tamboucanee, fhould fink, and that which « 
contained his ivory, fhould be pillaged at the 
rock. ‘The ivory was entirely loft, and the 
Senegalian veffel did not bring me two-thirds 
of what was recovered from the wreck 
of the veflel that had my goods on board. 
The fhip was totally loft, and all the negra 
habia | 
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inhabitants could fave, were his flaves ; avery 
— flender compenfition for the misfortunes of 
the voyage, and the lofs of the bark. 

‘The convoy was faved by a miracle, ‘Their 
‘capitulation at the rock coft but little, for in 
confequence of fome heavy rains that had 
fallen, there were five feet and a half of water 
in the river when they arrived at the paflage, 
-were eight days before there were but three; 
-but for this fortunate circumftance the con- . 
-voy would’ have been loft; the Senegalians 
‘muft have been under the neceflity of re- 
‘turning by land, and with the veffels, muft 
have been given up the millet, the negroes, 
and the merchandize. Such a difafter would 
-have plunged the colony into extreme diftrefs ; 
as thefe craft are necefary during the whole 
year for the purpofe of procuring the necef- 
 fary millet for their fubfiftence. An event of 
this nature, is fufficient to contradiét the falfe 

reports of thofe writers who -reprefent this 
country as ne in every tré of 
Jife. | 

The marquis of Beccaria had been ste 
ed by the governor, commandant of the fort 
an in the room of M. Duchozel. He 

| KA TS Ta ived 
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arrived the day on which I appeared before 


that place, and informed me of the death of 
the younger Floquet, and of feveral other : 
whites, who fell victims to the heat of the 


climate. This young man was extremely 


regretted by the negroes, efpecially by Scipio, 
who, as well as myfelf, was fincerely attached | 
to him. M. Duchozel embarked with me, 
as likewife did the company’s agent at Podor. 
The latter would not proceed in the com- 
pany’s veflels, and I received him on ac- 
count of his fituation, notwithftanding the 
injuries I had fuffered from the direétors of 
Senegal. We fet fail from Podor with a fair 


and a ftrong current, which foon brought us 


to the colony, where we arrived the twenty- 
fourth of December, 1786, after having {pent 
four months and eight days in this calamitous 
voyage. | 

Podor is confidered, on account al the air, — 
the moft dangerous fpot in all this part of 
Africa. The village and the fort, are fitu- 
ated on the banks of the river in the territory 
belonging to the Poules. The fort, which 
forms a circle, with four towers, was con- | 
ftructed by the Englifh. It has no ditch, and 


being . 


{ 
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being at the diftance of 200 toifes from the 
river, may, in cafe of hoftilities with the 
Poules, eafily be cut off from the water. It is 
confequently of no utility, fince it can 
neither protect the veffels that pafs the river, 
nor be relieved by them. The unwholefome- 
nefs of the air is occafioned by the furround- 
ing {wamps, which are fcarcely ever dried 
up. It would be therefore, an impofition on 
the public to join M. Adanfon in his praife of 
this part of the world, fince wood, water, 
and the other neceflaries of life, are only to 
be procured by fending for them at a great 
diftance up the country. 

The fever which had left me, dae nba on 
my arrival at Senegal. I had loft the com- 
panion of my fortunes. Every body, that is, 
all the French at the colony, confidered me 


as a madman. The governor himfelf was . 
imprefled with that idea although he had 


never feen me. It is true that 1 was fo ab- 
forbed in the rejeétion of paft misfortunes, 
that I would not even fpeak to a white. I 
was never of their parties, and confidered 
them with a kind of horror. ‘The many in- 
ftances of their difhoneft conduct had made 

them 
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them odious in my fight.  Deceived by the 
whites, deceived alfo by the blacks, I had no 
confidence in any body. J could not get my 
accounts paffed with the commercial houfe 
in which I was concerned, and finding the 
eldeft partner in the firm as difhoneft as the 
reft of the world, I broke entirely with him 
the 6th of February, 1786. 1 now deter- 
mined to return to France for the recovery 
-of my health, which the fatigues of fo long a 
and painful a voyage had much impaired, and 
as I ftoodin great need of repofe: I haftened 
the conclufion of my affairs in amanner little 
. favourable to my intereft. I waited for an 
opportunity of embarking for France, but 
fearing the frequent infurrections, and the bad 
air aboard the flave fhips, I determined not 
to go by way of the Weft Indies. Under 
thefe circumftances, Captain Clouët Dubui-: . 
fon of Havre, commander of the Furet, which 
had been repaired, (and which after remain- 
ing a month at Goree, and the Cape de 
Verd Iflands, was to proceed dire&ly for 
Havre) having offered me a paflage, I ac- 
cepted it, and embarked with him, rather 
than wait the departure of the companies 


a 
se 


gum fhips, which had not yet arrived. 
_ There were not, indeed, as yet any accounts 
received of fhips fitted out from France for 
that moft lucrative branch of commerce. At 
> Jength, on the twenty-fixth, we pafled the 
bar, and on this occafion I had a convincing 
proof of the negroes attachment to my per- 
fon. They came to conduct me, and while 
the veffel was going over that dangerous 
paflage, ftood naked on the deck réady to 
_rifk all to fave mé in cafe of accident. I 
wanted to reward their zeal, but they refufed 
to take any thing either from me or from the 
captain. | : 
_ About eleven o’clock we got out to fea; 
and the next day at eight in the morning, 
anchored in the harbour of Gorees This 
ifland is only a defert rock, and totally un- 
productive. There are, however, 2 few 
gardens which furnifh a little fallad. It is 
deftitute of water, although indeed there are 
three fmall fprings on the mountain, which 
are guarded with great care, referved for the 
commandant, and furnifh water only for his 
ufe. ‘The commandants are often fo inhuman 
as to refufe water to their countrymen, even 
S when 
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when they | have more than they have occa- 
fion for themfelves. ‘They: prefer empleying | 
it to wafh their linen, or Jetting it run, ta | 
wafte, rather than give Kamae ES the trouble 
of anfwering Pr Er or, as they pretend, : 
rather than excite the jealoufy of the inhabi- 
tints... Both whites and blacks are therefore 
obliged to. procure their water from Dacar, a 
village in the neighbourhood, or from other 
places, according to the deftination of the 
veflels. : This water, fetched in cafks, has 
always. a very naufeous tafte, and after the 
_ fecond day becomes quite unfit for ufe., The 
air is more falubrious here than at Senegal, 
which is. doubtlefs owing toits being, fur- 
rounded by the fea, and to the adjoining con- 
tinents being free from {wamps., Thecountry. 
is inhabited by, the fame race of people with 
that of Senegal, m other words, the Yolofs.. 
‘The inhabitants of the colony are all of that 
nation. Although the population is not con- 
fiderable, it furnifhes;. however, more than. 
double the number of hands wanted for the 
purpofe of commerce ; for never did the flave- _ 
trade exceed one hundred negroes in a yeary 
and even to procure that number it.is necefsw 


fary 
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 fary to go from ‘thirty to forty leagues along 

the coaft; Thére wéré feveral fhips in the 
harbour, and among the reft one from Hon- 
fleur, which had loft all her crew by ficknefs, 
> excepting the captain and fecond mate: 

Captain Clouët Dubuiffon, according to 
his inftru@ions, wifhed to take in wax and 
ivory, but fome days after his arrival he re- 
ceived orders to fail; he then: refigned the 
command of his veffel, and embarked on 
beard the Bayonnaife, a king’s fhip that was 
returning to France, with the Count de Re- 
_ pentigny, who was fucceeded by the Chevalier 
de Boufflers: This veflel was commanded by 
M. Ketpel, the fucceffor of Captain Echouard, 
who: was drowned in attempting to pafs the 
bar of Senegal, contrary to the advice of the 
negro laptots. 

‘Acéording to the arrangement which I 
had made with the houfe I had quitted, I 
was to receive my payments out of the cargo 
‘ofthe Furet; as this {hip was not to return 
to France, I was obliged to go back to Sene- 
gal; the misfortune which happened to M. 
| a la Echouard, the lofs of two fhips belong- 
ing to the company upon the fame bar, det 

52 | terred 


| é 


260 VOYAGES TO THE 


terred me from taking fhipping; and as the 
air of Goree had reftored me to health and — 
ftrength, I determined to: undertake the 
journey by land. 

The Furet had hardly fet {ail before I ot 
ferved on fhore a failor of a very fufpicious 
appearance. Having him feized by the ne- 
groes, and brought before the commandant, 
he acknowledged, that he had concealed » 
himfelf, in order to avoid being an accomplice 
in the depredations sdoumaeeae by a Bermu- ! 
dian veflel, that under pretext of taking in — 
provifions, had put in for a few days to 
Goree. The depofition of this man alarmed | 
me exceedingly; I had apprehenfions that 
this fhip, (which in fact was a pirate, but. 
which could not be detected, as all her cre- « 
dentials were in due form) intended to attack ~ 
the Furet. And this was really the cafe, 
but that veflel being an excellent failer, 
would not let the pirate come up with her; 
fhe fan under the cannon of the fort, and we 
perceived the Bermudian fheer off. RE 
Bayonnaife, king’s fhip, which was at Ben, 
taking in wood and water, not having had. 
timely notice could not give the pirate chafe. 


Had ~ 


COAST OF AFRICA. © 261 


Had an engagement taken place, it is even 
probable that fhe would have come off with 
the worft, for the Bermudian’s crew confifted 
of fixty men of determined refolution, and 
fhe mounted fix howitzers andtwelve twenty- 
four pounders. She was an excellent failer, 
and had repulfed two Portuguefe frigates who 
had given her chace on the coaft of Brafil. 

I fet off from Goree the gth of April, in 
the evening, and arrived at Dacar, where I 
put up for the night at the houfe of the ma- 
rabou of the village; next morning I fet out 
upon my journey, efcorted by his fon, and a 
negro of Senegal named Wally. I had an 
Arabian horfe that I very feldom rode, being 
accompanied by the elder Floquet, who had 
. been to Goree in the Bayonnaife. We arriv- 
ed on the 14th about nine o’clock in the 
evening, after a journey of five days, con- 
{tantly fleeping in the open air, walking along 
the fea fhore, and broiling under a burning 
“fun. It was too late to enter the colony, 
neverthelefs Saerguy, one of our gourmets in 
the Galam voyage, carried me thither in his 
canoe, unperceived by the centinels. 

My health was vifibly mending, and this 

o3 journey 
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journey far from weakening had re-eftablifh- 
ed my ftrength. I was determined then to: 
remain at Senegal to trade on my own bot- 
tom ; 1 was defirous of coming to terms with 
the alee Floquet, and I ose to difadvan- 
tageous conditions to effect it; however, he 
ftill procraftinated affairs, which compelled 
me, in order to draw fomething from him, to 
ernbark on board the EGperaiiee of Orient, 
belonging to Meffrs. Lavuyfle, Puchelberg. 
and Co. Captain Everard of Dunkirk, com- 
mander. ‘This veflel was come on a particu- 
Jar commiffion from France, for the purchafe 
of gum at Portendic; never thelefs it Was. 
feized by order of the King. The alterca- 
tions which the captain on with the gover- 
nors of the company upon this fubject, detain- | 
ed him near a month at Senegal. I was 
quite idle there, and time hung hé on my 
bands. ‘The mortification of having been ex- 
pofed to fo many dangers, and again to lofe, | 
in fpite of myfelf, the little I was pofleffed 
1 threw me into a languid flate of body, of 
which again brought on my fever ; and when 
the Hi fet fail on the 3oth of ae 1786, 
] was carried on board i ina ftate of infenfi- 
bility. 
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bility. I had fhipped 8co falted cow-hides. 


The negroes carried me over the bar in the 


company’s boat. The direétors had objected 


= = 


to hire it to me for that purpofe; but they 


were obliged to confent,. for the negroes ob- 
ftinately refufed to work for them but on 


condition of firft conducting me on board the 


Efperance. Scipio infifted fo forcibly that 


they were obliged to fubmit. He accompa- 


nied me cir and would not quit me ite 


he faw me fafe on board. 

One may fay with great truth, that if the 
company is detefted in the colony, they merit’ 
it in every refpect. After all the fervice that 


I had gratuitoufly rendered them, this laft 
- trait proves in what degree of eftimation the. 


directors are to be held; and if this commerce 
ceafe to be exclufive, I {till hope to have it in 
my power to teftify before I die, the warm 
fenfe I entertain of their conduét towards 
me... 

We weighed anchor two hours after I 
came on board, on the 3oth of June, 1786. 
The voyage though long was profperous. I 
entirely recovered my health on the paflage, 

S 4 and 


264 VOYAGES, Bc. 


and SAR at l'Orient the 23d of Auguft, 
1786. : : 
Whatever may be my future lot, I think 
_ Itcan {earcely be more unhappy ve the paft ; 
and it is with this hope, that refigning myfelf 
to Providence, I look forward to the period 
when fortune, wearied at laft with perfecuting . 
me, fhall crown my honeft endeavours with 
4 decent independency. 


PART 


a 


| are great impediments in the way of trade 


PART THE THIRD. 


COMMERCE OF SENEGAL AND GALAM. 


LTHOUGH the nature of the com- 
merce of Senegal appears fo fimple, that — 

even thofe not bred to trade are confident of 
fucceeding in it, it is neverthelefs extremely 
complex, and lable to a thoufand difficulties, 
requiring not only much experience in bufi- 


_nefs, but likewife a thorough knowledge of 


mankind. Whoever is not well Le in 
both fhould not embark at all in the Seneoa- 
lian traffic. His enterprife would be attend- 
ed with lofs of fortune in fpite of the moft 
unremittin g induftry. 

It is neceflary to rs that having va- 
rious nations to deal with, fo many ren 
modes of conduct are to be followed. The vari- 
ous feafons of the year require different opera- 
tions. The barrennefs of the colony, and the 
dangers of the bar at the mouth of the river, 


A 
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and the manner of traffic purfued in other 
countries will not fucceed here. “He who 
confines himfelf to the colony alone, cannot, 
without extreme difficulty, carry on a thriv- 
ing bufinefs. He muft purchafe the articles 
of the flave trade on the river'at a high rate, 
and difpofe of them to the captains of vef- 
fels at a fimall profit. In the profecution of 
fuch a plan, a man would have leifure to die 
feveral times over before he would acquire a 
moderate fortune. It is neceflary, therefore, 
for any one who fettles in the see: to trade 
on an extenfive fcale. 

À trader at Senegal, whether on his own 
bottom, or as factor for different houfes in 
France, fhould be provided with two fmall 
fchooners, or flat-bottomed boats, from 20 to 
30 tons burden, drawing from four to fix 
feet water when laden, and carrying fwivels 
and wall-pieces. The perference 1s to be given 
to Englifh wall-pieces, which carry much far-° 
ther than French ones. ‘They are mounted 
upon proper ftocks, and may be ufed and 
pointed like a mufket. | : 

The fwivel ftocks fhould be three feet above 
the deck, to leave room for the barricade, for 


which 
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which it is effentially neceflary to bring 
planks from France, as it can only be. fet 
up at Senegal, and is indifpenfably neceflary 
in the fervice of the river. 

The cabin muft be fpacious, in order to 
contain the dry goods, with large lockers in 
the form of benches... Great’ care muft be 
taken of the rigging, and provifion made of 
two fpare fets. ‘If thefe fmall veflels were 
copper fheathed, it would prove of great ad- 
vantage, it is the fureft way to ‘mabtioas 
them from the worm, that in the fpace of 
three years will deftroy the moft folid bot- 
toms. ‘The damage done by the worm might 
indeed be repaired were it not for the fre- 
quent fcarcity of hands even at Senegal, and 
which becomes doubly difficult, when tar and 
_ other articles neceflary for the paying of vef- 
fels happen to run fhort. In fuch predica- 
ments, opportunities of advantage flip away, 
for the river is not navigable, unlefs in the 
rainy feafon. In order that veffels coming 
from France fhould pafs the bar, the ae 
Without not being fafe, they fhould draw at 
Jeaft nine feet water. 

The adyantage arifing fromfmall vefiels 

is 


o 
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is the poflibility of doing every thing by ones 
felf. In this manner one may go to all parts | 
of the river, and even to Goree and down the 
coaft. Inthefe places provifions are taken in 
when they failat the colony, which turns out 
a very beneficial commerce. The Dutch bi- 
landers, fuch’as trade to Oftend and Dunkirk, 
are the fuitable craft for this navigation, but 
the grand difficulty lies in getting them to 
the African coaft. ‘ | 

The people, who inhabit the eaftern part 
of the river from Senegal to Galam inclu- 
fively, are of the Yolof nation, governed by a 
powerful king, of the name of Damel. The 
general refidence of this prince is Cahiers, 
an‘inland village, fituated between Senegal 
and-Goree. The inhabitants of thefe two 
colonies are moftly of this nation, and are 
reckoned the braveft of this part of Africa. 
They have always the advantage. over their 
hoftile neighbours, no doubt on account of. 
the military knowledge they have derived 
from the French of the two colonies, and 
from the fuccour that nation ever affords: 
thera. The dominion of Damel upon: the 
river extends to about forty leagues. Be- 


yond 
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yond which boundary are the Wals and'the - 
Bracs, nations formerly powerful, but at pre- 
fent almoft favages, and ever expofed to the 
incurfions of the negroes, or of their Moorifh 
neighbours. | 

The nation of the Poules or Foulques be- 
gins at Cocq, a village fituated on the point of 
the ifle of Podor, two leagues below the fort, 
and terminates at Validienta, comprehending 
an extent of 160 leagues along the banks of 
the river. The trade carried on with thefe 
people is very inconfiderable. All thefe coun- 
tries only afford millet neceflary for the con- 
fumption of the colony, tobacco and a {mall 
quantity of ivory ; and in cafe of war between 
the different nations, choice of excellent 
flaves. From Validienta to Galam, and even 
beyond, lies the nation of the Saracolets. 
Their country is a place of advantageous 
traffic. The inhabitants are brave, numer- 
ous, and ina higher {tate of civilization than 
the other negroes. Their religion is partly 
Mahometan, and partly idolatrous. Great 
quantities of flaves of various countries of 
Africa, brought by the caravans, are expofed 

here for fale. Here alfo much traffic is car- 
ried 
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ried on in gold, elephants teeth, pagns, ane 


various other articles. Nor is trade in thefe. 


diftriéts lefs fecure than advantageous ; fora 


man may acvance far up the inland country M 


without the leaft perfonal danger, even 1f. 


alone. The northern part of the river is peo- 


pled by barbarous hordes of Moors, fuch as. | 
the Bracnarts near Senegal, and the Traflarts M 


in the vicinity of Podor.. The Mongearts are 
alfo very numerous in the neighbourhood of 


Galam. Thofe paftoral hordes rove from 


place to place, as I have before mentioned, 
m my obfervations on the manners and cuf- 
toms of the. people with whom I ‘travelled 
during my captiviry. The Moors furnifh 


the gum which they bring to the defart and 


to Cocq, two marts eftablifhed for the carry: 
ing on of that traffic, and whither the com- 
pany’s veflels always repair in the month of 
May. They likewife bring flaves to the co- 
lony during the whole year, except in the 
rainy’ feafon, when the overflowing of the 
Niger drives them into the interior parts of 
the country. In this feafon their emigra- 


tions extend as far as the mountains of Atlas 


The Saltiguets, a negro race, oceupy the 
banks 


ae 
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banks of the river above Yafanne, and extend 
as far as the dominion of the Saracolets. They 
_compofe in ja manner but-one and the fame 
* people, and are governed by a prince, who by 

right of birth, is intitled to the dominion of 


Ae ee ee 


> 


the Poules ;. but the priefts deprived him of 

His crown and drove him out of his countrv. 
This prince is a man of courage, makes fre- 
quent, incurfions upon the territories of the 

Poules, and difpofes of his captives to tne 
neighbouring Moors, who bring them to Se- 
negal. They are purchafed, notwithftanding 
the treaty made with the Almamy, import- 
ing that no flave of his nation fhould be 
bought; mo doubt becaufe it is underftood 
that this treaty does not hold good but in the 
cafe of the convoy touching at his dominions 
in the way to Galam. 

From Podor to Mafon the hyppopotamus is 
found in. great abundance. This is a moft 
ufeful animal. Its fefh, as I have before ob- 
ferved, is good food, and its fat makes excel- 
lent foap. . There is likewife in thefe cantons 


CORPS ee ee ae” CR 


ola a ae ARE Piel aie ad 


ei apie ‘SP ne bo “oe 


_ great plenty and variety of grain, which might 
| be purchafed ata very low rate. The exclu- 
i five privilege of the company proves the bane 


; * | 3 of 
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of this gainful commerce; for their agents, 
wholly infent upon their own interefts, and 
not that of their principals, neglect, perhaps 
through ignorance, this very effential branch! 


of trade, but from which I can affert from . 


my own experience, immenfe profits arife. 
The articles procured here are of the firft 


neceflity in France, for the manufactory of . 


Marfeilles foap, and their preparation cofts as 
little as their original purchafe. The conti- 
nual apprehenfion of lofing the fruits of one’s 
labours, and of feeing one’s difcoveries enjoy- 
ed by-others, is the reafon why feveral 
branches of commerce are entirely abandoned. 

The inhabitants of the colony, the Yolofs, 


Poules, or Foulques, and Moors, are the four 


nations. with whom trade is carried on with- 
out going out of Senegal. This is done im’ 
four different ways; the difference of feafons. 


occafions a farther variation; the wants of 
thefe feveral nations, according to time and 
place, require particular information relative 
to the articles of which they ftand in-need. 
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The Bracs and Wals have the fame wants as- 1 


the Yolofs, and fpeak the fame language: 


With refpeét to the Saracolets and the Salti- 


guets; 
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guets, bufinefs ‘cannot be tranfaéted with 
- them, but in the voyage to Galam, of which 
an account will be given hereafter. 

::The natives of the colony are almoft all, as 
has been remarked before, of a faithlefs cha- 
racter; they feck for opportunities, which 
they never fuffer to efcape them, to cheat 
fuch Europeans as are not fufficiently on their 
guard. ‘To be proof againit their wiles, it is 

abfolutely neceflary to know the Yolof lan= 
guage; for when a manis not acquainted with 
it, recourfe muft be had to interpreters, who 
neceflarily belonging to this people, always 
cheat and fhare, according to agreement, 
the produce of their knavery. From this 
general and well-founded idea, it follows that 

a man fhould always diftruft them whatever 
be the nature of the tranfaction. It is cuf- 
tomary to deal with them either for the voy- 
age to Galam, or for fuch articles as are ne- 
ceflary for their own confumption. 

With refpe& to the laft, to avoid every 
_caufe of difference, it is requifite never to de- 
liver goods but on payment, either in money 
or merchandize. It is neceflary even to be fo 
~ ferupulous as to minute every article of agree- 
T ment, 
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ment, to repeat each feveral times, even if 
the bufinefs were to be concluded on the fpot, 
as well with the rich as with the poor.» Pof- ! 
feffion fhould be immediately taken of what- 
ever article is agreed for, either by purchafe 
or barter ; but for this precaution a man would 
inevitably be expofed to a thoufand quibbles, : 
which, without breaking the bargain, would 
make it turn entirely to the advantage .of the. 
blacks. The employers, always affe&ing to 
believe that their fervants were deceived, fel- 
dom fail to decide in their favour, and although 
a man have juftice on his fide, he will never- 
thelefs incur in the colony an imputation of 
difhonefty, which cannot but prove detrjusens 
tal to his affairs. 

If credit be given for any merchandize, it is 
neceflary, before delivery, to enquire into the : 
circumftances of the buyer ;whether he have 
any negroes or not, and whether they can be 
made refponfable for the debt; whether the 
flaves of this native be Tapade’s flaves by in- 
heritance, or have been purchafed by him in 
the voyage to Galam. Thefe things well af- 
certained, credit may be given without appre- 
henfion, on obferving, however, eight princi- 
pal precautions. 


rft. The 
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ft. The Tapade’s flaves by inheritance are 
only nominally fo; their mafters cannot fell 
them without bringing difhonour upon them- 
felves, according to the received cuftoms of 
the country, unlefs they be confidered as 
abandoned characters, or have been guilty of 
fome great crime. Brought up with the na- 
tives, they are confidered as inhabitants, and 
form a body apart in the colony. They have 
their friends and relations there, who would 
become implacable enemies to thofe who 
fhould endeavour to fell them; but when on 
account of any crime they are expofed to fale, 
the inhabitants readily buy them, and give in 
exchange flaves of a greater value. 

2dly. Care muft be taken to fee that the 
flaves which come from Galam be not mar- 
ried to Tapade’s negroes, for in that cafe, like 
the former, they cannot be fold, except by 
their mafters. | 

3dly. An exact account muft be kept of 
the time given for payment, the goods de- 
livered, and the conditions of delivery. 

4thly. Thofe bargains fhould never be con- 
cluded privately, but always before three in- 
habitants at leaft. 

A sthly. 
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sthly. They muft be figned by the-mayor 
of the town, who is at the fame time the, 
chief of the negroes, ‘and alfo by the fureties 
and the witnefies. | | | 
6thly. The fureties muft confift of the 
neareft relations of the purchafer, and in 
| their default; of the moft wealthy in habi- 
tants. | 
athly. As foon as thé time a payment ar: 
rives, no time muft bé loft; otherwife the . 
fureties and witneffes will infift upon with- 
drawing their names, alledging, that without 
their Rimless other bargains have been 
made with the purchafer, and that to their 
detriment, without advifing with them ; and 
that thofe engagements having been made in 
private; they are therefore ka 
Sthly. It 1s advifeable, though not abfo- 
_ Jutely neceffafy, to make fome prefents to the 
mayor of the town, and to the witnefles! to 
the bargain, if one would remain on good 
terms with the natives. By abeatyiiw all 
‘thefe precautions, one may carry on with the 
natives a traffic on cfedit without running. 
any rifk. 
| If the articles have been furnifhed for the — 
VOYaSS 
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voyage of Galam, andithe time of payment 
become, ‘whether the -purchafer return or 
not, whether:he be ‘dead of fatigue, ‘or,1n 
order :to avoid payment, remain -in-the coun- 
try, ‘hoping thatan a fhort time the mer- 
chant ;whomhe charged with the commiffion, 
will either dic or be obliged to return to 


France; in this cafe the greateft care mutt 


beitaken that the T'apade’s captives do not . 
attend -on their mafter. Whatever good opi- 
nion we: may have of-the integrity of an in- 
habitant, this precaution is always neceflary. 
If it fhould happen that by the addrefs of the 
matter, the 'T'apade’s captives fhould have ac- 
companied shim it his voyage, you muft 
inftantly, without ceremony or delay, attack 
the fureties andithe witnefles. Without this 
precaution you are fure to lofe all. In this 
cafe-you-have no enemy to fear ; always ob- 


ferving, however, notto fell the T'apade’s flaves 


whom .you may ‘have got into your hands, 
except when the relations of the abfent pur- 
chafer, or the other inhabitants fhall refufe to 
redeem them by an equal number of other 
flaves. | ME 


Whoever fhould dare, ‘either ‘from a {pirit 
IT | of 
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of vengeance, or by way of bravado, to embark 
the T'apades captives, would run the greateft 
rifk, nor could he efcape being ftabbed or 
poifoned but by miracle: at the beft he 
would be fure to lofe his merchandize, and to 
be reduced to flavery among the negroes or 
the Moors. 

If the article furnifhed be for confumption, 
either before, or for the voyage of Galam, 
a different arrangement muit be adopted in re- 
gard to the time and mode of payment. The 
term of the credit given ought to be fixed, at 
furtheft, at a month before the Galam expe- 
dition, always before two witnefles and 
fureties, who fign the bargain. and the en- 
gagement: the fignature or prefence of the 
mayor of the town is alfo neceflary. ‘The 
-moft advantageous period of payment. is at 
the termination of the voyage; becaufe re- 
turns may then be made to Europe. 

When the term of payment comes, fhould 
the inhabitant neglect to pay, a complaint 
muft be preferred before the mayor. If, the 
creditor, confent to allow the debtor time to 
enable him to perform the voyage to Galam, 
either becaute he fhould have fuftained lofies, 

and 
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and it fhould appear that the payment would 
_ be prejudicial to his trade and means of exift- 
ence, or becaufe, from the want of the money » 
: orgoods he would be obliged to give, he would 
_ nolonger have it in his power to procure pitch, 
tar, cordage, and fuch other articles of in- 
difpenfable neceflity for the above voyage; in 
that cafe, the agreement muft be annulled, 
and a fecond drawn up, bearing heavy intereft, 
and payable at his return; taking care to ob- 
ferve the fame precautions as before. ‘The 
intereft, which 1s generally fifty per cent, is 
not too high, confidering that the creditor 
would obtain at leaft an equal advantage, by 
undertaking the expedition himfelf... By em- 
ploying thefe means he is fure to be paid 
when:it is at an end; a debt thus prolonged 
is facréd, and gives the right of feizing the 
Tapade’s flaves, and even of felling them, 
without exciting the murmurs of any one. On 
failure of payment at this fecond period, the 
obligation may alfo be negociated ; for when 
all’ thefe precautions have been taken, it is 
confidered as ready money by the inhabitants, 
who are fond of engagements of this kind, 
_efpecially if the debtor have any good work- 

. Gy" | men 
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men among his Tapade’s flaves; who would 
become his if the agreement fhould not be 
… tulhileds ï 4 | 
MLE the coods furnifhed be intended to faci- 
litate Mess Galam voyage, care is taken to 
fettle their value, and the profit that might 
be obtained af the perfon furnifhing them 
went thither himfelf... Every thing muft be 
{pecified in, the bargain; the quantity and 
quality of the merchandize to, be received 
in return muft be.agreed upon, without any : 
regard to the future price of the colony. 
For inftance, if the article amount to 1200 © 
livres, and a flave be then worth only 600, 
it fhall'be .exprefled in the agreement, two 
_ flaves, jor foamach ivory, or, fo much:gold, 
en.the return from Galam. So that fhould 
the vefféls from Europe raife the price of 
flaves, the debtor wall be obliged to pay, not 
1200 livres; money, but two-flaves in kind, 
whatever price, they may then bear. It) is 
true, , that ifiat the fame period, flaves fhould 
be «worth: lefs than, 600. livres a. piece,, the 
debtor in | like: manner would be, obliged.te 
cive only two, to obtain a difcharge. , .Butias 
ncn is no, example of fuch .a depreciation, 
he who fells has always the advantage. 


If, 
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If, for want of being perfectly acquainted - 
with the laws of the colony,:.a man have the 
misfortune toifellto Tapade’s captives, think+ 
ing them free inhabitants, he muft endeavour 
to remedy his error without lofs of time, by 
getting ther matters to be) anfwerable for 
them; but in thefe cafes he is feldom paid. 
Care muft alfo be taken notito.deal with the 
wives of the inhabitants, unlefs for ready 
money, or actual exchange without that, 
all would be loft. ‘The rich female inhabi- 
tants, who carry on their bufnefs them- 
felves, and who have 150 or 200 negroes 
belonging to them, may be dealt with ; ‘but 
not without:the above-mentioned precautions. 

A perfon who does not underftand the 
* Molof language is obliged to make ufe of 
negroes as interpreters, whether an opportu- 
nity offer of trading with themegroes of the 
_ continent, or with ‘the Moors. In this cafe 
it is advifeable for him to have flaves of his 
own, who underftand the language of thofe 
nations, that ‘he may avoid the impofitions of 
the negroes:of the colony. : Thefe flaves 
hope that their ‘cares and fervices, will one 
day or other:procure them their ‘liberty. 

It 
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‘Tt often happens, in making a bargain, 
that the negro interpreter afks a higher price 
than he who fells, becaufe in that cafe, be: 
fides the two bars he has a right to for the 
flave bought through his medium, what he 
demands above the real price is an addition to 
his profit. 

He who has no flaves of his own fuffici-+ 
ently well informed, would do well to have 
feveral interpreters among the negroes: he 
employs as day-labourers, and fhould give 
them, as well as to the interpreter appointed 
by the governor, ‘the two bars for the -bar- 
gain. : By fo doing he will:avoid a part of 
the tricks and impofitions, to’which he is 
particularly liable when dealing with Moors. 

A bargain concluded by one of thefe. in- 
terpreters of. the colony. with the elder Flo- 
quet, fufficiently proves the impofition 1 
have juft fpoken of. ‘The Moors afked feven 
pieces of guinea-blues for each flave; the 
interpreter told: Floquet that they demanded 
nine, and he agreed to give them. In the 
evening the Moors fent hima flave, who 
came at a moment when the interpreter was 

abfent: On receiving him, Floquet. gave: 
; niné 
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nine pieces of guinea-blues, having in the 
morning paid the interpreter for feveral others 
in the fame manner. The Moors, however, 
took only feven, and returned the other two. 
This difference aftonifhed Floquet; he fent 
for a little negrefs who {poke Arabic, and 
learned from her that the Moors afked only 
feven pieces for this flave, being what they 
had received for the others in the morning. 
The Moors preferred their complaint of this 
knavery to the mayor of the town; Floquet 
laid his before the governor, and the negro 
interpreter was publicly punifhed. 

However the interpreter may cheat, they 
muft not be flighted, unlefs by a man per- 
feétly acquainted with the country. For 
when they fee that they are fufpeéted, and 
that their difhonefty is known, they never 
fail to find a thoufand reafons to infinuate 
into the minds of the Moors, by way of 
keeping them from the houfes of the whites, 
of whom they wifh to be revenged. To 
avoid: this inconvenience, it is neceflary to 
have negroes paid by the month, who, being 
difperfed upon the continent, give notice of 
the moment when.the Moors arrive with 

their 


~ 
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their captives. The traders then go out ite 
meet them, and it feldom happens that ithe 
bargain is not immediately concluded: 
Nonmoftit be forgot to treat thefe favages 
with the politeft regard, rand:to quit every oc- 
cupation when they arrive. ‘The captainsiof 
fhips who are frequently wanting in thofe at- 
tentions whichthey expect, feldom fucceed in 
the negociations ‘they: undertake. For the 
Moors; humiliated at {eeing themfelves in a 
manner defpifed, chute rather to repair:ito the 
houfes of thofe whites, who, accuftomed ‘to 
their ufages, alwaysreceivethemwithkindneds. 
The precautions there recommended: im deal- 
ing with: the Moors, shold good asitothe ne- 
eroes;.itiis, however, tobe obferved, 1nvtrad- 
ing with the datter, that they never itake in- 
terpreters; being fure of finding negroesiof | 
their nation inthe houfes of the:whites; they 
go thither without precaution ; debate othe 
bargain perfonally ; and take immediate pof= _ 
deflion of the-atticles agreed upon. © 
Whether.dealing withithe Moors, ‘or with 
the negroes of whatever nation, itis neceflary 
‘to -have.asroom called the pa/abre, in other 
words, an apartment in which there are — 
neither 
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neither goods nor furniture; otherwife there 
_ would be great danger of theft. 
D: The pababres ét laft two hours, and dur- 
ing all that time, the people who follow the 
principals, ferutinize every corner with their 
» eyes, tofee if it be poffible to fteal, while 
the bargain for goods or flaves is making. | 

‘They never agree upon the firit interview ; 
they are defirous of feeing whether the mer- 
chandize of the other houfes be not of a better 
quality, or eafier purchafe. | 

If they be negroes, they are plied with 
liquor; for, though Mahometans, they will 
accept annifeed water, or brandy. They 
drink till they lofe their reafon, and then {trike 
their bargains. If Moors, fugar and water 
is given them at difcretion, ie fometimes 
gem ; although followers of Mahomet alfo, 
they will not refufe it, particularly the 
princes. | 
| It fometimes happens that they are regaled 
IM vain it is therefore prudent in the mer- 
_ chant who is dealing with them, to give them 
nothing to drink until he is nearly fure of 
coming to an agreement. 

As ae people generally praatife hofpita- 

lity, 
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lity, they eat and drink at the houfes of the 
whites without any fenfe of obligation, be- 
caufe in their place, they would treat as 
willingly as they fuffer themfelves to va 
treated. 

The Poules feldom or never bring their 
captives to fale; they carry their commodities 
to the colony, but they will not drink. Their 
palabres are of fhorter duration ; and’ when 
they fee any merchandize that fuits them, 
they give in exchange the money they have 
procured at the colony, by felling their mil- 
let, fkins, elephants teeth, &c. Iron and 
wool are the articles, the want of which draws 
them to the colony. 

Trade with this nation is carried on at Sene- 
gal only from January to June; and hence 
it 18, td after that period, it becomes need- 
lefs to fend out iron, thefe people being the 
principal confumers. They make their 
other purchafes in the voyage of Galam, as 
well as among the Saracolets, the Saltiquets, 
and the Moors fettled on the upper part of Hits 
river. 

There are three modes of making this 
voyage; nor has it yet been decided which of 

| | the 
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practifed by Europeans is, to enter into an en- 
gagement with a negro inhabitant, who pur- 
pofes undertaking the expedition. In this cafe, 
the number of bars he is to receive for each 
flave is agreed upon; or elfe a bargain is 
made by the great, and he is allowed 120 or 
130 bars, fometimes more, according to cir- 
cumftances. He requires full bars, among 
which he infifts upon eight pieces of guinea- 
blues. He then becomes anfwerable for all 
events, and the Galam voyage is at his own 
rifk and peril. If it prove unfuccefsful, his 
Tapade’s captives, to whom the creditor's 
rights extend, are his fecurity. | | 

In the fecond manner, the inhabitant will 
be content with 100 full bars, but is not 
anfwerable for events or mortality. 
The firft of thefe two modes is without 
difpute the more advantageous, although the 
flave is purchafed at a dearer rate. In either 
way the negro is a great gainer, even though 
fome lofles fhould attend his expedition. 

The third motive, which is to perform it 
in perfon, would doubtlefs be preferable to 
the other two, if the whites could {upport 

| {0 
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fo laborious a voyage; but as they almoft all - 
fall fick, the negroes avail themfelves of it. 
All the faults, and all the misfortunes fall 
upon the whites, and all the profit goes to 
the negroes. The only advantage that can 
be derived from going there is.a knowledge 
of the value of merchandize upon the river, 
which enables the trader to avoid the impo- 
 fitions of the negroes in making out their 
accounts in future voyages. é 

. Several whites have tried a fourth manner ; 
that is, to freight a veflel themfelves, and 
fend, at their own expence, an inhabitant 
charged with the care of their intereft. 

This mode is more productive than the 
others; but the profits muft be fhared with 
the captain, who brings to account nothing 
but full bars, and takes the falt for himfelf ; 
always affirming that he has been obliged to 
throw it Re on prefling oct ON or 
for fome other reafons, of which it is impof- 
fible to prove the falfity. This is the mode 
the negroes like the beft, being fure of gains - 
ing in A Sir of this kind. 

However, though they thieve as much as” 
they can, it is fill the moft advantageous of" 

| all 
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«all to the trader.| To infure fuccefs it is only. 
neceflary to find the leaft rafcally negro, and 
to be acquainted with the value of goods 
* upon the river. 
_ The voyage to Galam is the beft in point 
» of profit, though the moft dangerous in re- 
_ gard tothe trouble and fatigue that inceflantly 
ui upon the RÉCENTS | 
It muft be obferved that there are articles 
at the colony, of which the price is fixed, 
and which cannot be refufed in payment of 
_ the expences of the above voyage. 
Such, at leaft, was the cuftom from the 
: firit exitterice.of the colony to 1785, when I 
undertook myfelf to trade to Galam. Their 
price and currency is invariable; but all arti- 
cles, not included in the note fubjoined, may 
be rejected, although articles of trade. The 
_cuitom at Goree is totally different: there 
the value of bars is fettled in money, and never 
in goods. 
The following are the articles which, at 
_ Senegal, have always the fame value, and 
‘: Rich cannot be refufed i in payment. 
brits à | Bars. French money. 
A piece of guinea-blue =. 10 50 livres. 
An ordinary mufket = Ripe ts, 
| U ep at ee wo 
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| | Bars. French money. 
Two pounds of powder - 1 ¢ livres, 
One hundred mufket-flints 1 5 | 
One hundred mufket- balls Pak 
DÉOUL MUires.OF paper. Le 0 TUE tay 
Four wedges of Swedifh . 
‘iron, two inches and a 
half broad, nine inches 
long, and feven or eight 
eras thick, Vo 
together 14 Ib. - ae ig 
N.B. French Weight and meafure. 
A handfome mufket > 
fometimes accepted 
fort eyes - 10 40 


I do not pretend to fay that thefe goods are 
of the value I rate them at here in French © 
‘money; but only that they pafs for that va- | 
lue at the colony of Senegal. As it never - 
varies, no difpute arifes from tendering ~ 
‘them. À | 

Fourteen pounds of ir on, even when not 
cut into wedges, are not refufed; but itis 
moft advantageous to give them cut, as by 
that method a pound in a bar is faved, which, 
in a quantity, produces a very great profit, 


The 
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The bar is an imaginary money, in goods. 
only, and notin cafh. ‘This obfervation fuf- 
 fices to make known the difference between 
full and fmall bars. A bar counting for five 
livres, the inhabitant has a greater profit, or 
rather -fuffers lefs lofs in ‘tabling a piece of 
œuinea-blue for ten bars, than one hundred 
ke. flints, two pounds of powder, or two 
pounds of tobacco for a bar. The difference 
is evident enough. 

Four: pieces it twenty- -four fous make a 
ae at Senegal... At Goree the bar confifts of 
four. pieces of twenty-four fous, and one of 
\ fix.’ At Senegal the dollar pañles only for a 
bar. 

.. At Goree fix fous are added to the dollar to 
make up a bar. The French crown there, 
as well as at Senegal, is worth a bar and a 
fifth; but in ‘the river Salum a bar is only 
equal to a dollar. 

» Before I proceed to the pay and expences of 
the Galam voyage, I think it fitting to give 
-anote of the articles current. in the flave- 
trade, and of thofe that ferve only for the 
confumption of the inhabitants of both co- 
lonies. | | 
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CE aA hen 


General flatement of [uch merchandize as is ne 
ceffary to carry on tr ade 4 in the river of Sene= 
gal, Goree, Sc. 


FIRST Article. Guinea-blues of India, of 


a fine texture, a deep blue, approaching to M 


black. This article 1s moft neceffary at Se- 
negal, either for the gum or the flave-trade, 
with the Moors. The sha fort ee 
the greateft profit. 

Sid guinea-blues as are has at 
Rouen, or other parts of France, fhould be . 
rejected, for the Moors will not buy them. 

2, and, 3. Single ‘and double-barrelled 
mufkets, four feet eight and nine inches in 
length, large bore, bronzed and gilt, light w 
‘ ftock and filver plate. ‘Thefe arm$ are pur- 
chafed by the Moors, as alfo in the Galam 
trade, for the Saracolets of the caravans. 
They begin to be in requeft among the Yolof 
negroes. | we 

i ee ae 4. Am- 
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4.  Ammunition-mufkets, called thade- 
-mufkets, without bayonets, with wooden 
ram-rods, are good articles of trade for 1, 
groes in general; mounted with iron for 
| Senegal and up the-river; but with copper 
for Goree and the neighbouring country. 

5. Buccaneer mufkets, five feet four inches 
high, and proof, if poflible. This article is 
much in requeft among the_negroes. It has 
no current value in trade, but is fold for 
more or lefs bars, according to the quality 
and quantity that Pappena to be inthe co- 
lony. 

6. Holfter piftols, fingle and double-bar- _ 
relled ; this article is in very little demand, 
The brace of piftols is eftimated as a muf- _ 
ket. 7 | : 

7. Cutlaffes, with red fcabbards, of no ufe 
to the Moors, but in much derpane among 
the negroes. 

8. Flemith knives, ai copper chapes ; 
ufelefs at Sengal, but faleable at t Gores ; ; lag 
are ufed as poniards.. | 

9, and 10. Mufket-balls. An article in 
great demand among the Moors and negroes. 

11, and 12. Flints, fine and coarfe ; fine 
for the Moors, and coarfe for the negroes. 


Rig soccer ea. non 
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- #$ Englifh clafp-knives ; the beft poffible 3 _ 
they’only fell in proportion to their quality. M 
4 moft ufeful article among the Moors; © 
they make ufe of them to bleed their cattle. 
14. Swedifh iron-plates, without flaws, x 
two inches four lines in width, feven lines « 
thick, for Senegal, à 
15. French-iron plates, one inch four 4 
lines in width, three or four lines thick ; «a 4 
good article for Goree. Thefe two articles à 
are effentially neceflary, and may be taken 7 


in the greateft quantity poflible; they are a 


fold to advantage from the month of Febru- M 
ary to the month of June inclufively ; but 
afterwards are almoft ufelefs. 3 4 

16. Dollars; a thing of the firft confe- 
quence at Gorce, and without which it is 7 
impoffible to trade; at Senegal, however, : 
they can be difpenfed with. 

17. Coarfe linens, called platelles. 

18. Brittany linens. | os 

Ig. Common printed cottons. | 

20. Englifh wool, red, yellow, and green, à 


all of a good dye; the quality fhould be ex- À 


cellent ; there fhould be but little green and 
yellow. This article is extremely profitable, 


particularly — 
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particularly at Senegal; it is fold all the . 
year round, but the brifkeit time of fale is in 
January and February, at the return from 
Galam ; and June and July, when prepara- 
_ tions are making for that voyage. , 

21. Red and yellow ferges. 

22. London fcarlet Lo ; it is adapted | 
to their tafte, and is always neceflary for the 
trade. 

2e Brandy, En Senegal, Galam, and Go- 
ree; the Moors and the Poules do not con- 
fume any. | | 

24. Stout paper. 

25. Virginia tobacco. 

26. Silver bells, proper for Galam. 

27 Silver mortottes, not very neceflary. 

28. Silver hand-bells, unneceflary at Sene- 
eal, but proper for Goree. 

29. Copper bafons, for Goree and the 
Poules. 

30. Cloves. 

31. Small {ciffars. 

32. Small padlocks. | 

33- Steels to ftrike light. — 

34. Combs, of wood or box. 

35. Tin tobacco-boxes, painted. 

Us 36. Snuff- 
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26. Snuff-boxes, lined with lead. 
«37. Small looking-glaffes. 

_ All thefe are current articles of. re ase, 
En as the glafs and bead branch, which 
varies cu to the time of the Ye and 
té quantity at market. 


CoH AP. IL. 


; Articles of glafs and beads, which are sn in. À 


demand. 


FIRST Article. Amber, No. 2, 3, and 4, 
proper in the Galam, voyage for the porehets 
of gold. 

2. Fine coral, from eight to nine lines in 
length, three lines in et econ es and very 
| ‘cea. At Galam this article goes for its 
weight in gold. Coral of a fmaller fize may 
meet with a market, but the very {mall fort — 
will fearcely find a purchafer. | 


3.. Round cornehans, cut, and very tran- 


{parent ; an article of no value at Senegal, 
but of the firft neceffity at Goree. | 
| 4. Black 


) 


COAST OF AFRICA. ac, 


4. Black point; an article quite ufelefs 
at Senegal. There are upwards of twenty dif- 
ferent kinds, which are all in demand at Go- 
ree, &C: 

» 5. Tobacco pipes, an inch long. This 
ware is fold to advantage only among the 
Poules. Deputies from Doumons requefted 
me not to have them cut fo fhort, as in that 
cafe they were no better than pebbles; for 
this reafon it is that I prefcribe ‘their length. 


' 6. Drinking-glafles, yellow, green, black, 


and white. The two forts rhoft in requeft | 
are the black and white. This glafs-ware 
fells extremely well at Senegal, and in the 
following proportions ; one half in white, a 
quarter black, one eighth green, and the Jamie 
poe of vidoe | js 

7. Affortments of mock cryftal. Small 


x ones do not fell. They muft be of a middle 


fize, white, or rather of a glafs colour. Azure 


coloured cryftal is alfo much in requeft. This © 


kind of glafs-ware ferves the negroes for the 
purchafe of millet, poultry, game, fifh, &c. 


There is a great confumption of it, and if: 


care be taken to chufe the larger fort, too 
much cannot be had. This article produces 
always 
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always an immenfe pr even in times leaft 
advantageous. 


8. Pigeons eggs of the fort called tourne- — 


culs, re and ie. 

_g. Pebbles, white, black, and red. This 
is the moft current kind of glafs-ware. It is 
ufeful among the Yolof nation to purchafe 
millet, falt, &c. The Moors and the negro 
inhabitants of the interior part of the country, 
hold that commodity in high eftimation. 
yo. Snow-white, round and cut out in the 

form of barley-corns is preferred at Senegal. 
This article is more beneficial than even 


amber or coral ; but too great a {tock fhould © | 


not be laid in; for in fuch cafes, it lowers the 
market, as it is not a commodity of the firft 
neceflity. 

11. White agate; it is fufficient to provide 
a {mall quantity only of this article, as it is 
not. productive. It is even fold at a lofs, but 


is neceflary to complete the aflortment of glafs 


wares. 
12. Mock coral; anarticle in great requeit 
at Goree, but not faleable at Sandon 


13. Mock garnets, for the trade of Goree 


and the neighbouring country only. 
I 4. 


| 


| 
| 
: 
1 
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14. Mock coral beads.’ This fpecies of 
glafs-ware, though very beautiful, does not 
however pafs in the flave trade; it fells only 
among the inhabitants of Senegal and Goree, 
and is one of the moft effential articles of 
coration in the drefs of their young wo- 
men. | 

The fourteen articles above-mentioned form 
forty-four different kinds of glafs-ware, which 
have all a currency in either colony ; but the 
affortments muft be made up according to 
the greater or lefs demand for them; for 
fome of them may be difpenfed with, while 
others are abfolutely neceflary. 

The above-mentioned articles of glafs- 
ware, which of themfelves are nothing, fince 
their value is only ideal and momentary, are 
neverthelefs indifpenfbly neceffary in order 
to trade to advantage. One may trade indeed 
without them; but then one lofes the benefit 
of the {mall bars in the river expeditions : for 
example, a bundle of fnow-white makes four 
bars at thecolony, and eight at Galam. In1 785; 
the bundle coft me in France 53 fous, being 
compofed of forty ftrings. At Senegal the 
bundle is only of ten ftrings ; inthe river and at 

| Galam, — 
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Galam, it is only between three and five, ac- 
cording to the fc arcityor abundance of glafs- 
ware; for this reafon it is that one fhould 
have good affortments without having too 
much of any one article, for the defire of — 
gain is but too apt to make us take a greater 
quantity than we can fell. By following 
this mode, a perfon will always derive a very 
confiderable benefit from his capital, and after 
a fhort refidence at Senegal, he willalways be 
able to get the money neceflary to carry on 
as extenfive a traffic as he may with. 


Con AePS NE 


Articles of confumption and of advantageous 
fale for the inhabitants of Goree and Senegal, 
but which are not marketable in the ae 
trade. | | 


rt. Bordeaux wines.. 
2. Anifeed water. 
3. Flour in barrels. 
4. Dried fruits. | 
5. Sugar plumbs and conferves. : 
6. Negroes hats. 

7. Red 
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7, Red flippers, te a few green and 
yellow. 
8. Sailors linen trowfers. 
g. Sailors blue fhirts. 
10. Large knives. 
11. Large fciffars. 
12. An aflortment of files. 
13. An afflortment of hammers. 
14 Watches, fteel fprings. * 
15. Silks of good quality, and of divers 
forts. | 
16. Axes of the firft quality. They are 
neceflary in every houfehold. 
17. Adzes, and carpenters tools. 
18. Planes, and joiners tools. 
| 19. Pens and ink. 
20. Poft-paper 
21. Sealing wax. 
22. Common linens. 
23. Common printed cottons go in ex- 
change for flaves at Goree. 
24. Mafulipatan handkerchiefs. 
26. Blue and fcarlet cloth. 
26. Light ftuffs for waiftcoats. 
27. Englifh needles. 
28. Silver buckles. | 
à 29. Pots 
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29. Pots of pomatum. 

30. Rolls of pomatum. 

31. Various perfumes. | 

32. Drinking glaffes, flat bottomed. 
iia. eke 

34. Small fhot. It ie current in the flave 

trade. : 

35. Black pepper and fpices. © 

36. Funnels, coffee-pots, and meafures, + 
37 Weights,:fcales, drachms, grains, Bc. 

38. Plate copper, for the Moors. 
» All the foregoing articles are to be advan- 
Ra FE LE on the return from Ga- 
lam. ‘The inhabitant then denies himfelf 
nothing ; but at the beginning of the voyage 
thefe articles are diate They fhould there- — 
fore be only confidered as neceffary, and pro- 
vided in {mall quantities. : À perfon would. 
be very much difappointed fhould-he reft the 
benefit of his voyage on thofe articles which 
are not vendible but.on the réturn from Ga- 
lam. On the contrary, when a veflel fails 
from France withia view of arriving at the 
colony by the end of May, it 1s then proper 
to bring the neceffary articles of traffic, and 
not the ftaple articles of the flave trade. | 

1. Deal 
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1. Deal boards, ten feet long, from nine to 
ten inches wide, and an inch thick. 

. Oak planks for fhipping. 

. Nails. 

. Pitch and tar. | 

. White lead and verdegreafe. 

» Canvas. A 20 

, Oars. 

. Old ropes and oakum. 

9. Grappling irons and anchors. 

10. All the articles neceflary to facilitate 


Or Un À LO NH 


the means of performing the voyageto Galam, 
which is, as it were, the harveit of all.thefe 
countries. Then the negro proprietors can- 
not indulge themfelves in fanciful purchafes. 
Whereas on the return from. thence, the 
hopes of being employed by the Europeans, 
either in the river trade or at the colony; the 
diftance of the next, voyage to Galam ; the 
want .and toils they have undergone in that 
they have juft performed ; the money or the 
_ goods. they have received in payment, all 
concur in tempting them to procure what- 
_ ever would gratify their defires. : They bar- 
“ gain little, and readily pay as long as their 
money lafts. If credit be given them, it is 
| | difficult | 
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difficult to obtain payment. Recourfe init 


% 


in fuch cafe be had to the law, and‘a man is 
then confidered as the enemy of the whole 


colony. 


CoP as Pie oD 


Falue of articles for the flave trade at Senegal, 
and their value on the river and at Galam, 


beyond Podor. 


At Senegal. Ontheriver. , 
livres. 


bars. 


A piece of guinea-blue ro 50 


. À double barrelled mufket 20 100 ‘i 


_ A fingle barrelled mutket, 


- beft quality 10 
À common mufket +70 
À buccaneer mufket 10 
A brace of holfter piftols, ! 
fingle barrelled - 6 
A brace of double bar- 
relled ditto — 16 
A common cutlafs - 1 


Two pound of gunpowder 1 


A hundred mufket balls 1 
A piece of coarfe linen - 2 


50 


FOR 
100 


39 


bars. livres. 
40 
16 "80 
18 40 
8 40 
TO NES 
8 "404 
16 80 
2 10 
426 
2 * 104 
4 20 
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aie AL Senegal. On the river. 
0 =. bars.” livres... bars. livres 


A piece of Brittany, linen, 3 15 An ae 


Four quire of paper mes Ge ela: 
Two pound of Virginia | 
+ tobacco Fe DOS AIT AIS 
” . Ten fmall looking-glafles 1 5 10 50 
‘Ten fnuff-boxes EAE ET PNRONNNEO 
Ten fteels for ftriking fire 1 5 go as 
T'en-fmall knives — 1 5 f'128 
T'en box combs  — os on Ges 
Four Englifh clafp knives 1 5 4 20 
An eighth of fcarlet cloth 1 5 ZV LO 
Four ounces of wool Rais 4 20 
Four quarts of brandy Lg 4 20 


The produce of the glafs-ware befides muft 
be eftimated, which in the river trade, is four 
times the value of its currency at Senegal. 
Another great advantage arifes from the arti- 
cles of glafs-ware and fuch trifles as looking- 
glaffes, &c. being what are called low bars, | 
nor is it aftonifhing that the inhabitants when 
going to Galam will not receive them as full 
bars, unlefs they be furnifhed at the colony 
price, and even when they afford a very con- 
_ fiderable profit. 

x CHAP. 
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GET A Pew: 


Direttion for a veffel bound to Galam, with a | 
view of purchafing an hundred flaves at leaf. 
Precautions neceffary as to the veffel; amount 
of duties previous to trading ; expences of — 
the crew and negroes on the return from 
thence. | , 


IN the firft place, as to the veflel, fhe 
muft be well barricaded, three feet above the 
deck, with ftout planks mufket proof; all 
communication between the hold and cabin 
muft be cut off; there muft be two good 
boats to lighten and tow the fhip, according 
as occafion may require, in thedifferent parts 
of the river. She fhould be well armed to 
be able to refift in cafe of an attack. Every 
‘man of the crew fhould have a mufket, and 
cutlafs. Fifty pair of fetters are fufficient for 
thé flaves, being almoft all Banbaras, from 
whom no revolt is to be apprehended, and. 
who are feldom put in irons ; they are necef- 
fary however, for the criminals, whom the 


Saracolet nation, inftead of putting to death, 
fell 
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{ell to the Europeans. ‘Thefe latter cannot 
be too much guarded again : it would even 
be advifeable, if poffible, to feparate them 
from the Banbaras, a mild nation, but capa- 
ble of recurring to the moft dreadful extre- — 
mities, when heated by pañlion. 

A captain fhould be had perfectly acquainted _ 
with the working of the fhip, the river, and 
the language of the nations among which it 
is Intended to trade. 

The mate ought, if poffible, to have the 
qualifications of the captain, one being em- 
ployed in trading on fhore, while the other 
“remaining on board, fhould be able to trade 
there, work the fhip, direct the courfe, take 
care of the flaves, and keep up good order 
among the crew. 

. There mutt alfo be five gourmets, namely, 
two to a@ as fteerfmen, one as carpenter, 
one as failmaker, and one as boat{wain: the 
laft is called linguift. They all pafs for gour- 
mets, that is negro officers, live together, 
and receive the fame pay. 

Twenty four laptots, or negro failors. 7 | 

Four pileufes to pound the millet, and 
drefs the viétuals, and as many rapañles as 

Eva offer 
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offer their fervices, no matter what be their 
age.  Thefe rapaffes are negro children, who — 
undertake the voyage gratis, with a view of 
making themfelves acquainted with the river, 
and the languages of the nations on its banks. 
They are of great ufe on all occafions, and 
therefore ought not to be refufed, efpecially 
as their food being taken from the general 
allowance, they coft the owner nothings and 
are of the greateft utility to his enterprife. 


Expences of a veffel trading to Galam for a 
hundred flaves. The duties as paid in i is 
The voyage of jive entire months. 


Bars. Livres. 

The captain, his pay is fixteen 
bars per month. He is allowed 
hefides a bottle of wine a day, 
which amounts to four bars per 
month. Five months make 100 6500 

‘The mate at eight bars per 
month, a bottle of wine or brandy 
per week, an expence equal to one 
bar per month, and making inall =. 
nine bars permonth Five months 45 226 


OR 
i) 4 


Carried over 145 925 | 
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Brought over 
The boatfivain, five bars per 
month, and one for wine, make 
_ for five months - - 


The two fteerfmen, the carpen- 


ter, and the fail-maker, the fame 
pay as the boat{wain a 


Twenty four laptots at three 


bars per month, for five months 


make - - - 

The allowance of falt, which 
- in 1785 coft a bar per barrel at 
the colony, muft alfo be reckoned 
the whole free of freight up the 
river . 

The captain four barrels 

‘The mate two barrels 

The boatfwain two barrels 

The four gourmets one and half 
barrel each sy a - 

Twenty-four laptots a barrel 
each i AE 


Four pileufes half a barrel each 


Total expence of the crew 


309 
… Bars. Livres. | 
145 735 
: 30 Néo 
120 600 
360 1800 
4°20 

2 seo 

RES ie 

6: 140 
Md A020 
Zoo CEO 
735 3775 
it 


X 3 


310 VOYAGES TO THE 
It muft be obferved that the barrel of falt 


is the barrel of Bordeaux, and falt is an eflen- 
tial article for the negroes who go up to 
Galam. It muft be carried for them free of 
freight, as well as the articles they procure 
in return. ‘They would not undertake the 
voyage without conditions, for falt ferves 
them to buy pagns, wooden mortars to 
pound their millet, tobacco, dry kidney 
beans, and a thoufand other articles, which 
are of indifpenfable neceflity to them, and 
highly ufeful in their houfe-keeping. Thofe 
who do not ftand in need of fuch articles, 
fell their falt for gold, at a dearer or cheaper 
rate, according to the wants of the Saraco- 
lets, fix, feven, and even eight drachms per 
barrel. ‘The gold fells at Senegal for two — 
bars a drachm, that 1s ten livres ; the barrel of | 
{alt is confequently worth to the laptots 60, 
70, or 80 livres, according to the variation 
of circumftances. It even produces them 
more, when they difpofe of it to procure 
the above-mentioned articles. It is not then 
to be wondered at if all the negroes fet fo 
high a value on this commodity. | 


CHAP. 
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Expences for the provifions of a crew as above. 


A meafure of meal is neceflary for each 
perfon of the crew every day, making 35 
meafures, which, multiplied by 30, for each 
month, of a voyage of five, amount to 5,250 
meafures of millet. | 

Half a pound of meat for each laptot, and 
pileufe, a pound each for the gourmets; a 
pound and a half each for the captain and 
” mate, make 22 pounds of meat per day, which 
_ multiplied by 30 for each month of a voyage 
of five, amount to 3300 pounds of meat. 

Millet is bought by the matar. ‘The matar 
contains 40 meafures ; then 15,250 meafures 
make 131 2 matars. 
The matar cofts. in the river 
four cubits of guinea-blues: in 
a piece of 133 ells three are about 
29 or 30 cubits ; a piece then will 
purchafe only eight matars and . 
a half; confequently 1312 matars 
require 15% pieces of guinea-blues 
atten barsa piece — — 155 775 

sien X 4 Meat 


312 _ VOYAGES TO THE 


Brought over 

Meat is bought as fale an 
ox, for a mufket of the better 
kind among the Moors, for an 
ordinary one among the negroes, 
A piece of guinea blues will pur- 
chafe a dozen of the heavieft 
fheep or goats, and fourteen when 
{mall. 

The oxen above Podor hu 
from 100 to 140 pounds of meat : 
taking the mean term for the 
whole river, each ox will furnifh 


.120 pounds. 3,300 divided by 


- Bars. Livres, 


155150 


120 pounds give 27% oxen. Let 


us fuppofe 18, equal in value to 
28 mufkets of the better kind, 


which eftimated at Senegal at 10 | 


bars each, make À L 
The expence of feeding the ne- 
gro flaves muft alfo be taken into 
account; but. the calculation can- 
not be exact; it is fometimes 
more, fometimes lefs, according 


to the number brought on board 


280 1400 


at the different periods of the ex- —— 


Carried over 


435 2175 
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| Ae 
Brought over 
pedition. It cannot however be 
eftimated at lefs than two months 
provifions for each flave. A hun- 
ted will confume one with an- 
other at leaft 80 meafures of meal 
» per day, that is two matars :' for 
two months 120 matars, which 
cannot be procured for lefs than 
14 pieces of guinea blues 

It is the cuftom to give them 
meat, to add fome relith to their 
forry fare: lefs than four ounces 
a head cannot be put into the 
copper; this according to the 
above calculation makes 25 pounds. 
per day: multiplying them by 60 
days, the whole quantity will be 
1500 pounds of meat, which di- 
vided by 120 give a further want 
of 12 3 oxen: let us fuppofe 12 to 
compenfate the excefs on the other 
fide, at a: mufket per ox, the 
mufket equal to 10 bars 


L 


Total expence of provifions 


313 
Bars. Livres. 


435 2175 


140 700 


120 600 


695 3475 
CHAP. 
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ESA PERTE 


Amount of the cufloms paid, as well for the 
liberty of trading in the river, as for the 
perquifites of the captain and of the king of 
Galam, the negro prince of the greateft con- 


Sequence in the flave trade. 


BESIDES the above al- 
lowance to the captain, he 
has a right to two bars on 
each flave. If the expedition 
turn out well, and a hun- 
dred be purchafed, as was 
purpofed, the captain’s dues 


amount to ee — 


The Baquelet of Galam 
for. forwarding the trade 
up the country, for dif- 
patching people to the cara- 
vans, and for the care he 
takes of them, requires alfo 
two bars per flave. Sup- 
pofing that one half be 
bought above ‘Tamboucanee 
and the other places of his 
: jurifdiétion, 


Bars. Livres, Sous. 
200 {000 
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| Bars. Livres. Sous. 
Brought over 200 1000 
 jurifdiétion, the duties to 
him willbe — 100 500 
The general duties paid 
at Saldee fhould amount to 62 $$ 3128 419 


9252 4628 15 


The reft of the cuftoms 
including thofe paid by the 
king of Galam, ought not 
toexceed — © 120 600 


10453 5228 15 


General recapitulation of expences. 


Wages of the crew a- 

mounting to PRS BITS 
Expence of provifions 695 3475 
Amount of cuftoms and 

relative expences Héros 229.1% 


Total expence of voyage ee 
to Galam 24953 12478 15 


It 


~ 
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it follows from this caleylations that the 


expences of an European veflel, fitted out — 
with the-intention of purchafing a hundred ~ 


flaves at Galam, amount in all, including 
the cuftoms, to 24952 bars, which, ‘ef-— 


timated according to their value at the colony, 


and not according to their river currency, 


make the fum of 12,478 livres 15 fous. The 
value of the bars given in the purchafe. of 
flaves is much fmaller than thofe paid for the 


duties, provifions, and for the pay of the M 
crew, which are full bars. Hence it is that “ 
I have calculated them according to their va- . 


jue at the colony, and not at that tes bear 
in the river. 

It has been feen above that the provifions 
and the pay of the crew are all in full bars. 


Thofe for the cuftoms are equally fo; for, in M 
1785, I gave, as well as all the other Euro- # 
pean veflels, for the liberty of trading among ~ 


the Poules, namely, for the general duties. 


i 


Bars. Livres. Sous. - 


Ten pieces of guinea-blues 100 500 
Four double barrelled guns 80 400 
Four mufkets of the better 

kind 4 - 40 200 


Carried over 220 1100 
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Bars, Livres. Sous. 
Brought over 220 1100 
Four cutlafles  - ~ S 40 
Ten ordinary mufkets - 60 300 
Ten pieces of coarfe linen, 


called platriles, = 40 200 
T'en pieces of white Bri- 
 tanny linen ~ Ray fo) 


Ten barrels of gunpowder, 

oftwo pounds each - 20 100 
One thoufand mufket-balls, 10 50 
One thoufand mufket-flints, 10 so 
Ten bars of fcarlet cloth - 10 50 


Ten looking-glaffes - ES a 
Ten fnuff-boxes — = +0 Ya. 
Ten quires of paper - NE NME D 


T'en bundles cf pebbles. LO oo) 
Ten bundles of fnow-white 10 | 50 
Forty filver bells - 138 A436 
Ten ftrings of coral beads 10 50. 
T'en ditto amber ditto, No. 2 a ag 
_ They required befides, ten 
coffee-pots, ten copper ba- 
fons, ten hats, ten hammers, 
ten hatchets, ten adzes, and, 
generally {peaking, ten of 
. other articles which it is not 
Carried over 4323 2172 15 


? 


” 
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Brought over 43 


cuftomary to take in a trading 
voyage to that part of the 
river, and of which the whole, 
including the ten pieces of 
Britanny linen above-men- 


tioned, were difcharged by 


four pieces of guinea-blues 
This conceflion of fo many 
articles for four pieces of gui- 
nea-blues, proves the high 
value fet upon linen of that 
kind, by the natives, fince 
the ten pieces of Britanny-li- 
nen alone would have coft 
more than the four pieces of 
guinea-blues. Hence we may 
alfo perceive’ the little value 
they fet upon the other arti- 
clesthey wanted as part of the 
cuftoms, and with the names 
of which they are only ac- 
quainted by means of their 
emiflaries, whom the gover- 
nors fuffer to flay at Senegal. 
The general cuftoms a- 
mount to - ~ 


Bars. 


Livres. Sovis, 


23 2172 15 


ere e 


4723 2372015 


| COAST OF AFRICA. 319 
_ As to the particular prefent made to the AI- 
_mamy, he did not require any mufkets, but 


Bars. Livres. 


Two pieces of guinea-blues 20 100 
Two pieces of platilles - 6 30 
. ‘Two bars of fcarlet cloth = 2. Cio 


Two barrels of gunpowder, of two 


pounds each - - 4 20 

Six ftrings of amber beads, No.2 3 15 

T'wo ditto of coral = ~ 2 10 

Six filver bells A on -2 10 

_ Two bundles of fnow-white 2 10 
Four quires of paper - = I 


Total of the Almamy’s prefent 42.210 


The prefent of Siry d’Ara, his minifter. 

Two pieces of guinea-blues 20 100 
One double-barrelled gun - 20 100 
One mufket of the better kind 10 50 
Two barrels of powder of two | 


pounds each - ne 4 20 

One hundred mufket balls = Las © 

_ One hundred flints © - A RUE 
Four quires of paper - Lo RENE 

Three filver bells HA AD SRS 


Carried over 58 290 
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Bars. Lived | 
Brought over 58 290 
Two ftrings ofcoral  - 2 “Tom 


Two deta of amber Hey ee de 


Total of the Minifter’s prefent 61 305m 


For ae prefent of the Tampfir, commiffion- 
ed to receive the cuftoms. | 
Two pieces of guinea-blues - 20 100 
One mufket of the better kind ~ 10 50 
Two pieces of guinea-blues - | 20 100 


Rs 


Total of the Tampfir’s prefent 50 250 


Se TD 


N. B. Thefe two laft pieces of guinea-blues _ 
acquitted the article brought to account in 
the general cuftoms for ne right of prefence. — 
He was better pleafed to Nene. the two ped 
of ftuff, and we to give them. 


Recapitulation of the cuftoms paid, and prefents « 
… made at Saldee, for liberty to trade in them 


river. 4 
mice Bars. Livres. Sous. 
The general cuftoms 472% 220300 
The Almamy’s prefent | 42. 2LOR 
The Minifter’s prefent - 61 305 


The Tampfir’s prefent - 50 250 


- 
D 2000 pa A a EN, RT SN RET ST 


Total, 625% 3128 15 
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Thefe cuftoms are the more confiderable, : 
as the goods beara, higher value in the river. 
The barrel of a A) for inftance, pañles 
there for eight bars ; the hundred of mufket- 
flints for two, &c. ‘The calculation in river 
bars made them amount to no lefs than 839. 
Reckoning the flaves at feventy bars, as they 
-were.in 1785, the value of twelve flaves, and 
even more, was given for the duties. I paid 
the flave, at CARE feventy bars ,namely, four 
pieces of guinea-blues, which, in the river 


| pafs for. 


ea Bars. 
| Only eight bars each = NOW à 32 
A mufket of the better kind PERTE tops 

no more than = - 8 

An ordinary mufket = HG ae 
A barrel of falt = . 6 
A bottle of gunpowder - 4 
The fixteenth of an ell of fcarlet cloth 1 
Fifty mufket-flints - - I 
Fifty mufket-balls = - I 

Four quires of paper - i 
A {nuff-box a Ee as I 
A looking-glafs = - I 
‘Two heads of Virginia tobacco - I 


Carried over 6 5 | 
Y à 
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| Bars. 
Brought over 65 


Three ftrings of fnow white 


I 
Two ounces of red wool 5 - 2 
Twelve ftrings of white pebbles - I 
Three filver bells : - I 

Total river value - ‘ 70 


. This price was agreed upon by the Mara- 
bous of the country. Slaves were dear in 
1785, as will be feen hereafter by the balance 
of the preceding years. 

The flave valued at Galam at feventy bars, 
was only worth fixty-two three quarters, Se- 
negal currency ; for 


Four pieces of guinea-blues ~ 40 
A mufket of the better kind = 10 
An ordinary mufket simi | 6 
A barrel of falt - - I 
A bottle of gunpowder  - - OZ 
: A fixteenth of an ell of fcarlet cloth of 
_ Fifty mufket-flints - - of 
Fifty ditto balls - = of 
Four quires of paper’ - - 1 
A fnuff-box - = Or 
A looking-glafs - - of 
‘Twelve ftrings of white pebbles  - 0% 


Carried over 61 
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Bars. 
sBroughe over 61 


‘Three firings of {now CPE hs oz 
‘Two heads of Virginia tobacco =. of 
‘Two ounces of wool = ath 4203 
Three filver bells - SJ oz 


‘Fotal of the value of a Galam flave, 
according to the current rate of mer- 
chandize at the colony, the negro va- ——— 
lued and agreed for at feventy bars 622 


The flave, at feventy bars at Galam, equal 
to fixty-two bars three quarters, colony cur- 
rency, was worth, in French money, only, 


Livres. Sous. 
Four pieces of rise blues, at 


40 livres - - 160 

A mufket of the better kind 15 
An ordinary mufket saad Up ak@ 

_ A barrel of falt = - 3 
A bottle of gunpowder - a 4 


The fixteenth of an ell of fcarlet clotho 16 
_ Fifty mufket-flints,at 4lb.perthoufando 4 
_ Fifty ditto balls, at eight fous per Jb. 1 

Four quires of paper, at feven fous - 1 8 


À fnuff-box aos =. iO BZ 
+ A.looking-glafs. ....- Her mous | 


- € 


Carried over 190 17 


OS 
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Bars. Livres. 
Brought over 190 17 


Three ftrings of fnow white Oo 6 
Twelve ftrings of white pebbles, at 
16-fous per Ib. - - 0 10 
Two heads of Virginia tobacco, at 35 | 
livres per cwt. . - - o 6 


Two ounces red wool, at 10 livres 
-per Ib. ei iyholes'S LUE 
Three filver bells, at a livre a-piece 3 
Total valueof the flave i in French | 
money - $ 195 19. 


The flave coft me then no more than 195 
livres 19 fous, valuing the goods at the high- 
eft rate. In 1782 and — 193} the flave coft 
fixty bars, among which five pieces of guinea- | 
blues and a mufket were given, the'reft in. 
{mall bars. In 1784 the flivé coft likewife no. 
more than fixty bars; but only three pieces 
of guinea blues, and a mufket of the better 
kind were given, the reft was alfo in low bars. 
“in 1785 thé. captive coft féventy bars, among 
which weré four pieces of guinea- -blues. 

From-thefe feveral years a tolerable juft cal 
‘éulâtion may be made of a commercial ope- 
‘ration, whether more or lefs guinea- -blues be 
given. They are what fix the price of the 
have, the other. articles are confidered as a 

a prefent, 
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a prefent, the, value of thefe unfortunate 
wretches only confifting in the greater or 


{maller quantity. of guinea-blues. 
Livres. Sous, 


The flave, worth at Galam feventy 
bars, at five livres, amounted in river 
money to ee RE ES 
_ Which, reduced to their value at 
the colony, made no more than fixty- 
two bars three quarters in ee 
currency - - AIO Te 

Which fixty-two bars three quar- 
ters, in effective money, amounted 
to only = - TOers 

From thefe calculations it is eafy to fee that 
the fum of 12,478 livres, 16 fous, for the 
cuftoms, and the expence of fitting out at Se- 
negal, being divided, we will fuppofe among 
an ied flaves, make 124 livres, 15 fous, 
9 deniers for each. 

Hence it follows, that in 1785, the cuf- 
toms paid, and every thing valued in French 
money, each flave, delivered at Senegal, coft 

Livres. Sous. Den. 

Seventy bars, river currency 313 15 

Cuftoms, &c. - = 124) 660 0 


CE 


438 10 9 


vant vo ut 
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- The captains coming to trade at Senegal 


that fame year, paid from eight to nine hun- 
dred livres, French money, for the flave on 
the return from Galam. ‘The flave cofting 
438 livres, 10 fous, g deniers, currency of 
the colony, and delivered there, there was a 
profit of cent per cent, which proves the ad- 
vantage attending the Galam trade, fince 


there is, over and above, the difference be- | 


tween effective French money, and the ideal 
money of the colony. I do not undertake to 
give the exact value in French money, for 
the accidental loffes, and expences which 
cannot be calculated, may be admitted as a 
compenfation, and the trader may be con- 
tent to calculate his fpeculations upon the 


footing of the money of the colony, with a 


certainty of a very confiderable gain. 

The dangers to which a man is expofed in 
this voyage ; the expences occafioned by the 
payment of cuftoms, and the purchafe of 
provifions, added to the wages of the negro 
crew, will not allow of trading on a {mall 


{cale : it is therefore neceflary to prepare for. 


the bringing back of a hundred flaves; for if 
only one half can be procured, and a com- 
| penfation 


- 
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penfation be not found in gold, and elephant’s 
teeth, it is indifputable that the flaves would 
become much dearer, in which cafe it would 
be more advantageous to remain at Senegal, 
_ where at leaft the trouble and fatigue would 
be avoided. Itis matter of wonder to me 
how any one can undertake this voyage, with- 
out being acquainted with the confequences. 
As to myfelf, I cannot now conceive how I 
could fo haftily come to fuch a refolution, 
efpecially after all the hardfhips I had under- 
gone in Barbary 


Re owe Ve 


Merchandize equivalent to the purchafe of an 
hundred negroes with gold and rvory in pro- 


portion, at Galam or along the river. 


Five hundred pieces of guinea-blues. 

Fifty double-barrelled guns, 

Eighty fingle-barrelled ditto, of a good 
quality. 

Fifty ordinary mufkets. 


Fifty cutlaffes. 2 
| 4 One 
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~ One hundred and twenty Fei of pia 
or coarfe linen ‘cloth. 
! Fifteen‘reams of paper. 

One thoufand pound of gun-powder. 
| Ten thoufand RASE “ae large and 
: fmall. | 

Ten thoufand mufket-balls. 

* Looking-olaffes, fnuff-boxes, ‘fciffars, tin- 
der-boxes ; box combs of every kind, two 
ee ate | 

The total of the cargo would amount, 
prime-coft in France, to 27,800 livres. 

Four pound of cloves. 

Fifty barrels of falt. The overplus goes 
to the laptots,. 

Twelve pound of fcarlet wool. 

Two pound yellow, two green ditta |. 

As much coral and amber as pofble; too 
much cannot well be provided: gold is ob- 
tained in exchange for thefe articles. : 

Twenty bundles of fnow white, the bundle 
contains ten ftrings only. 

Four hundred polka of white and. ey 
fhuffle-boards, more white than red. . 

Twenty pound of large drinkinésglaeés 

Two hundred and ten pound tobacco-pipes 

for 
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for the ufe of the Poules. They are bartered 
for millet and tobacco. bcd 

The foregoing cargo, freighted at the co- 
lony fhould produce an hundred negroes, 
10,000 pound of elephant’s teeth, and gold in 
proportion to the quantity of amber and coral, 
as well as filver bells. 7 

After this ftatement of articles neceffary 
for the river trade, and the notice of fuch 
goods as ferve for the confumption of Sene- 
gal, and of fuch as being folely adapted to 
the flave trade, have no fixed value, it is 
ufelefs to give the ftatement of a cargo for a 
perfon who fhould wifh to trade for more or 
lefs negroes at Senegal only Jt is fufficient 
to obferve, that a man fhould have pofitive 
information of the current value of goods, 
and provide himfelf with the underwritten 
articles only, as circumftances require. 

The returns fold at the colony 
eftimating an hundred negroes at Livres. 


800 livres each - : - 80,000 
Teh thoufand pound of ivory at 
42 fous per pound —- - 1 022,000 


i 
node nm 


T'otal 101,000 


Without 
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Without reckoning the gold, feathers, 
and other articles, fuch as provifions, &c. 


CNET SAME 
Of the manner of treating the negro flaves. 


IT’ is not fufficient that the overfeer fhould 
be merely verfed in all I have hitherto ex- 
plained; in order to promote the benefit of 
his employers; he muft know, befides, how 
to manage his captives, to alleviate their fuf- 
ferings, to give them hopes of a better fate, 
He muft be able to make them confider the 
moment of their departure for the Weft-In- 
dies as that of their deliverance and good- 
fortune. Bythefe means he will prevent in- 
furrections, and avert much of the mortality 
which arifes from forrow and defpair. 

As I have been myfelf a flave, I can fpeak 
from experience, and I declare that I was 
_ never fo much attached to a mafter as when I 
perceived that, uniting his own intereft with 
mine, he was about to transfer me to thofe 


by 
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by whom I fhould be treated with care and 
humanity. 

If I am deceived in the rules I would lay 
down, I doubt that a man who has never 
been in a ftate of captivity ‘can furnifh better. 

An overfeer, therefore, muft be well in- 
formed in thefe particulars, if he chufes not 
to expofe his employers to great and irrepa- 
rable lofles. A fuccefsful fpeculation, arifing 
from favourable circumftances, fhould not 
give him too blind a confidence; he fhould 
take care to be always on his guard. 

An agent, befides, fhould be acquainted 
with the manner of treating and feeding his 
flaves. He fhould endeavour to make them 
look on him as a father; he has then nothing 
to fear, for a father furely is fafe in the midit 
of his children, and an agent is in like fecu- 
rity among his flaves, when he knows how 
to foften the rigor of their captivity. 

In fuch an occupation it is eafy to make 
himfelf beloved and refpeéted; nor can I 
yet conceive how a man can incur the detef- 
tation of his flaves. I have had more than 
once as many as a hundred and twenty ne- 
groes under my care. I went every day to 

{ee 
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fee them, and was SR in pat face fecurity 
among them. . Scarcely was there an appear- 
ance of a revolt, either at the company’s, or 
at Mr. Vigneux’s, but my Banbaras that I left 
at perfect liberty in the colony, informed me 
of it. All then was peace about me. I was 
alone, furrounded by my captives, and fome- 
times, in cafe of fire, I have put myfelf at 
their head to give affiftance, and never was 
one of them tempted to abandon me. I.do 
not {peak here of the Yolofs, who were too 
near the confines of their own country to 
let any opportunity of recovering their li- 
berty efcape them ; but a part of my Banba- 
ras guarded them while the reft attended me 
on fa expeditions. 

I have even obferved many of my fade go 
on board the veflel with joy, on my Te 
_ that they would be well treated and happy, on 
the plantation where I was going to fend 
them. It is by fuch means as thefe alone, 
that a man can acquit himfelf well of this 
painful and dangerous tafk ; and I am con- 
vinced that an agent who is ignorant of this 
manner of treating flaves, can never fucceed, 
either to his own, or his employer’s advan- 


tage. 


Of 
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Of the propriety of my treatment I was the 
more convinced, as I never loft a flave by de- 
fertion, although they were not guarded ; 
while in my own time, the company loft 
men almoft every day, notwithftanding the 
eareof their overfeers, who guarded them with 
the ftricteft feverity. | 

To fympathize ‘in the recovery of the 
wretched ‘is the only means of gaining their 
good will.’ Never did I lofe fight of this 
principle,» for I knew, from my own experi- 
ence, the tendency of fuch conduc. 

Befides attending to the neceffary precau- 
tions above-mentioned, an agent fhould alfo 
be careful to prevent the maladies of the ne- 
groes. He fhould endeavour to difcover the 
caufe of their difeafes, and to apply the.pro- 
per remedies; this is a moft effential point of 
his duty. 

The care ofthe flaves fhould not be left to 
ignorant furgeons, nor to other underftrappers, 
The furgeons are, for the moft part, young 
men without experience, a thing much to 
be lamented, for no voyage ftands more in 
need of men of medical merit. It is true, that 
furgeons of ability will not, for a flight re- 
| compence, 
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_ compence, undergo the dangers of an African 
voyage, but, in order to induce fuch men to 
enter into their fervice, the traders fhould not 
begrudge to give a handfome recompence, 
which, however, would weigh light againft 
the loffes from which they would thus be re- — 
deemed. " 

In order to prevent the maladies of your 
flaves, it is neceflary to diftinguifh their re- 
fpective nations, and to clafs each man with 
his countrymen. The Banbaras are the only 
tribe that it is not neceflary to put in irons, 
provided however, that they have not si 
ated with the Yolofs. 

As to the latter, they mutt sbfolately + be: 
fettered, watched with the ‘greateft. care, 
and fent off as foon as poflible, for they are 
all enterprizing fellows, excellent fwimmers, 
and well acquainted with almoft all the inha- 
bitants of the colony, whether freemen or 
T'apades flaves, who, by every means in their 
power will endeavour to favour their efcape. 
To obtain their liberty they have only. to — 
eet acrofs the river. They muft therefore 
be obferved with the greateft vigilance, and 
all communication between them andthe ne- : 

groes 
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groes of the colony muft abfolutely be cut 
off. ate 

The Banbaras, on the contrary, who come 
from the interior parts of Africa, towards 
the fource of the Niger, never think of mak- 
ing their efcape. They are all very laborious, 
and inftead of being put in irons, they may 
with great fafety be employed in ufeful toil. 
In order to engage them to a& with the moft 
fubmiffive alacrity, it is fufficient to treat 
them with humanity, to feed andclothe them 
well; by fo doing you will not only fecure 
their good behaviour, but you will form to 
yourfelf a vigilant guard againft the feditious 
motions of the Yolofs, to which nation the 
Banbaras are {worn enemies. 

When the Banbaras find that they are 
trufted by the whites, they never think of 
making their efcape, preferring to be the 
flaves of the Europeans, rather than of a 
black man, who would treat them with the 
greateit cruelty, 

The Saracolets, Saltiquets, Poules, Braes, 
and Wals, muft alfo be put in irons, but not 
with fo much rigour as the Yolofs. . One 
pair of fetters is: fufficient for two flaves of 

| thefe 
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thefe nations, while one, and even two pair 
of irons is fcarce enough for every fingle cap- 
tive of the Yolofs. You muft take care that 
their irons are well rivetted, and- examine 
them every might and morning. | Above all, 
you muit obferve, if poffible, never to put 
more than twenty of that nation together in 
one place. 
‘It is contrary to shescisiensaGsbonlle engh 
to put the women in irons, and yet they are 
more dangerous than the men:, In. complying 
however with this humane praétice, all com- 
munication between the men,and women 
mutt be ftri@ly: prohibited. 

‘The: place where the flaves are confined, 
as wellas the perfons of the flaves themfelves, 
muft be keptun the greateft cleanlinefs. You 
muft make them nie often, in. order, to 
prevent thofe maladies which too often —_ 4 
cruel havoc in the fhip. | | 

The difeafes to which the negroes are a fubs, 
iect, are of five forts, viz. + 

1ft, The venereal difeafe. 

2d. Ulcers. , " 

ad. Thefeurvy. .. da lis 

_ 4th. The itch. | 


sth. Worms. 
Thefe 
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Thefe five maladies may be reduced to four, — 
by omitting ulcers, which are not in the leaft 
dangerous, being occafioned only by flight 
wotinds, and eafily cured, except when the 
blood is infefted with virus. 

Of all difeafes the feurvy is that which at- 
tacks the negroes moft fatally. It will fome- 
times depopulate a veffel in afew days. This 
malady is occafioned by foul air, by neglect- 
ing cleanlinefs, and fometimes by the bad 
quality of the water. 
The Banbaras are more fubje® to this plague 
than the other negroes. Care muft be taken, 
therefore, to fupply them with the frefheft 
provifions that can be procured, without pay- 
ing any regard to their predilection for every 
thing that is falt; for, having no falt in their 
own country, they no fooner get the tafte of 
it in their captivity, than they contract 
an immoderate liking to it, and mix it pro- 
fufely with every thing, they eat. Great 
care muft be taken to prevent the dangerous 
eonfequences of this habit. 

The itch proceeds from the uncleanlinefs 
of the captives purchafed from the Moors. 
On their way to the colony thofe flaves lie 
Z promifcuoufly 
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promifcuoufly with their mafters, who, for 
the moft part, are eaten up by that diforder. 
When they arrive at Senegal they communi- 
cate the infection to the: companions of their 
mifery, except great care be taken to keep 
them apart till they be cured. It is therefore 


eceffary to put in a. feparate place the ne+ 
groes brought down by the Moors, if one 


would prevent the difeafe from infecting the 
whole habitation, | 
The worms are almoft as dangerous as ‘a 


{fcurvy. They carry off a great number of | 
thefe wretches, and that fo fuddenly, that it — 


often happens a man dies before the fymp- 
toms of the diforder have been perceived. 


The Banbaras are alfo very fubject to this 
difeafe, efpecially in the bad feafon of the“ 


year, for, accuftomed in their own country 


to good water, they cannot endure the water” 
of the colony, which is at that time corrupted. 


It is dangerous to falt their victuals much, 


for fear of the fcutvy, but the beft mode of 
éuarding againft the danger is to mix with 


ir drink about two ounces of {pirituous li- 
quoi to e sia quart of water. a 


negal, 


The venereal difeafe is lefs dangerous at Sau | 
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negal than in our climate. Few negroes are 
exempt from it, and on that account their 
ulcers are more difficult to cure, and demand 
a peculiar attention. It is therefore neceflary 
to know thofe diforders and their caufes, and 
to carry with one the proper remedies. 

The overfeer fhould have fome knowledge 
of thofe drugs, by which means he would 
always have the medicines of a good quality, 
and ready to be adminiftered. ~The fcarcity 
of perfons well informed in thefe particulars, 
renders it neceffary to take every precaution. 
Every man has his #0/frums for the curing of 
thofe diforders; I fhall not, however, men- 
tion mine, though I have often employed 
them with fuccefs. 

The following note of the principal articles 
that ought to form the materia medica of an 
agent, may not be without its ufe. | 


SALTS iu” Nitre 


Glauber Ammoniac 
Epfom _ ‘ _Powpers. 
Rochelle Jefuits Bark 
Duobus Ipecacuanha 
Vegetable Rhubarb 


ESS VAR 
2 | Jalap 
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Jalap 
Emetic T'artar 
Cremor Tartar 


Semeu-contra, or 
Worm-powder — 


Hellebore 
Euphorbium 
Mifletoe 
Zedoary 
-Gentian-root 
Saffron 


Senna 


FLOWERS, 


Mallows 
Elder 
Tuffilago 
Mullein — 
Violets — 
Camomile 


White Nettles 


Roors, . 
Mallows 
Water Dock 
Strawberry 


Liquorice 
Dog Grafs 
Rhubarb 
Angelica. 


HERBS. 


Wormwood 
Coralina of Corfica 


| Fumitory 
And fome other emol- 


lient plants, which 


are not found at the © 


Colony. 


OINTMENTS, 
Elder 
Bafilicum 
Oil of Laurel 
Styrax 
Album Rafis 
Galien’s Cerat 
Rofes 
Mallows 


PoMATUMS. 
Citron 
Theriaca - 


Catholicum 
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Catholicum  : 

. Diafcordium 
Confeét. Hyacinth 
Confeé&t. Hamec 


 PLAISTERS: 
Divine 
Diachilon 

De Vigo 
Hemlock 
Diapalma 


BazsAMs: 
Arcens 
Commanders _ 
Balf. Tranquil 
Meliffe Water 
Cologne Water 
Goulard 
Oil of ‘Turpentine 


Vinegar of the Four 
Thieves | 

Volatile Alkali 

Burnt Allum 


‘Hoffman’s Anoine Li- 


quor 
Oil of Sweet Almonds 
OTHER ARTICLESe 
Barley 
Honey 
Manna 
Senna 
Rhubarb 
Juniper 
Annifeed 
Coriander 


Mifletoe 


_Camphor 


Blue Vitriol 
White Vitriol 
Hartfhorn 


Spirit of Scurvygrafs Mercurial Pills 


Antifcorbutic Wine 
Arquebufade Water 


Corrofive Sublimate 


Rock Allum 


Z 3 CHAP: 
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Route from Senegal to Galam, by way if iis 
River, in leagues, according to the meafure- 
ment ue the sieht 

| Leagues. 

THE diftance from the ifland of St. 

Louis, at Senegal, to Podor, a French 

fort, erected on the territory of the _ 

Poules, is generally eftimated at = ae 79 
In the whole extent of the river, as 

far as this port, the traffic of negroes, — pes 

millet, and other trifling articles, is car- 

ried on during all the year. In the 
month of May the famous gum-trade ~_ 
is alfo carried on with the Yolofs, the - 

Bracs, and the Wals, who are all of 

negro race, and with the Bracnarts . 

and ‘T'rafarts, two Moorifh nations ; 

namely, with the Bracnarts in the De- 

fert' and the ‘Trafarts at Cocq, a 

point of the ifland on which the fort of 

Podor is built; and at Portrendie, 


& à 


Carried over 70 


| 
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Leagues, 


+ 


Brought over 70 
ie the coaft where the Brgtith are :. 


mons 14, LS ; = 


allowed to traffic. From Podor to Dou- 


IS 


Doumons is the firft mart for the © 


millet trade among the Poules. At 
this place there is much bufinefs tranf- 
acted in water melon-feed, tiger-fkins, 
feathers of all kinds, and negro foap. 
This village is fituated'on the northern 
bank of the river. 

From Doumous to Mafou, a place 
where:the tide ceafes to ebb and flow, 


and. where the fame articles of com- 


merce are to be found, but in {maller 


‘quantities than at Doumons - _. 


From Mafou to Haliburum, the firtt 
place where the navigation of the river 
becomes difficult, on account of. fand- 
banks tia. quille. ate = 


OO 


From Haliburum to the famous: ek | 


_ called Dguioul de Diable, or the De- 


vil’s Mouth, the moft dangerous part 


of all the river male - 


34 


SN aaron 


Z 4 Carried over. 129 
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Brauhe over 129 
ee Medal de Diable to the 
Great anal - = À 
From the Great Canal at Saldee, the 
place of general rendezvous of the con- 


voy for the payment of duties m) s0ikn6 
The whole route from Senegal to Saldee 149 


All the villages of the Poules, except 
Doumons are on the bank oppofite to the 
Moorifh territories ; none of thefe villages 
are fituated on the river fide, but are gene- 
rally a league or two up the country. The 
inhabitants, on hearing the firing of the can- 
mon, at the arrival of the convoy, repair 
with their articles of commerce to be bank 
of the river. 

I fhall only infert the names of the principal 
villages, without their ee diftances 
from one another. | 

Yafanne, a fmall. but pci place, and © 
the refidence of the firft minifter of the 
: Almamy of the Poules. 

-— Boffeia Matame - Validienta 


-Rendeave Canelle. 
All 
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All thefe places belong to thé Poules, and 
are under the government of the Almamy of 
-that nation, and much traffic is carried on 
there in millet, elephant’s teeth, and tobacco, 
called improperly Galam tobacco, for the 
plant is not at all cultivated between Validienta 
and Tuago. 

Validienta is the refidence of a prince thine 
anceftors were dethroned by the Maraboux of 
the Poules. The inhabitants of this village 
and neighbouring country that-furround it, 
obey that prince, without however being free 
from the yoke of the Almamy ; they form a 
province in a certain degree independent, yet 
in order to efcape pillage, they from time to 
time fubmit to pay tribute to the Poules. 

Tuago is the principal refidence of the 
Grand Fouquet, one of the four fovereigns of 
the Saracolets. 

Baquelle is a village of creat ftrength, the 
moft confiderable of any I faw in thefe can- 
tons. The lord of the place is a powerful 
prince, and rivals the authority of the Fou- 
quet. 

Cotterat. Yafré: 

Galam. From Saldee to this place is 


reckoned a journey of twenty days, 
which, 


346 VOYAGES TO THE _ 


| Leagues. 
which, at the rate of eight leagues a 
day, make mh ete . 160 

From Senegal to Saldee = - 149 


Total, from Senegal to Galam, 309 


Validienta is the firft place of any confider- 
able traffic in the flave trade. Yafré is one 
of the principal marts for this trade; and in 
all the other villages of the Saracolet nation, 
this trade, as well as that of ivory, is carried: 
on in great abundance; and it is at thefe places 
where the Laptots of Senegal take in the ar- 
ticles neceflary for their houfekeeping. All 
the territory of the Saracolets is an open 
country. The villages are well-built, the 
lands well cultivated, and the inhabitants 
well clothed; and in this refpeé they. differ 
very effentially from their neighbours the. 
Poules, who are in want of every thing, and 
whofe country is extremely unwholefome. 
through their own negle&; for, as they ne- 
ver fell the woods, nor drain the marfhes, 
after the manner of the Saracolets, the air, 
they breathe is infectious, and the caufe of 
the greater part of their maladies. ] 
Galam 
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Galam is notithe principal mart of trade ; 
it is the place of meeting for the Senegal cap- 
tains, and the Maraboux of the country. The 
price of flaves being agreed upon here, the 
traders repair to Tamboucanne, a large village 
of the fame country, fixteen leagues above 
Galam. The route, therefore, that the 
caravan which conduéts the flaves has to take, 
may from the above-mentioned mart be com- 
puted at 325 leagues. 

Between Podor and Galam the nations are 
all Mahometans, and drink very little brandy. 
Beyond the limits of Galam, up the river, 
this liquor is a profitable article of trade ; the 
people are almoft all Pagans, and drink it to 
excefs. The negroes between Podor and Se- 
negal, although of the Mahometan perfuafion, 
are paffionately addicted to brandy, which 
they drink without any fcruple. ‘The Mara- 
boux alone abftain from this indulgence. 

A longer refidence in the colony would 
have given me a deeper infight into the 
means of carrying on fuccefsful trade with 
thefe nations ; yet I truft, that in the fore- 
_going fheets I have touched upon what might 
be confidered as of moît general utility. 
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SHIPWRECK AND CAPTIVITY 
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NARRATIVE 
SHIPWRECK AND CAPTIVITY 


OF 


MDE BRITS SON. 


TY travels in Africa had already been a 
fruitful fource of trouble, chagrin, and 
lofs, when in the month of June, 1 735, I re- 
ceived orders from the Marfhall dé Caftries, 
minifter and fecretary of ftate, for the de: 
partment of the marine, to embark for Sene2 
gal, on board the St. Catherine, Captain le 
Turc, the fame who, during the laft war, ac- 
guired fo brilliant a reputation in the com- 
mand of the Fiefinguois. 

After making all the head lands from the 
coaft of France to the Canaries, we pafled be- 
tween thofe iflands and that of Palma, onthe 
tenth of July, Roe ae ro) in the 
afternoon. 

Previous to our departure from France, I 
had taken care to apprize the captain of the 

danger — 
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danger to which fhips are expofed in thofe 

latitudes from the ftrength of the currents. I 

obferved to him, that as often as I had been. 
there, I had narrowly efcaped being embayed 
upon the coaft of Barbary. This advice, dic- 
tated by experience, merited the attention of 
Captain le Turc 3 nor did I fail to repeat it the 


moment I faw the fea aflume a clearercaft. I  ~ 


then afked him if he did not intend to heave © 
the lead. What are you afraid of ?’’ anfwer- 
ed he, ‘ Of the land?”—<* Why: we are 
not within eighty leagues of it.” 
dere; ler ime ibe Se to lament the va- 
nity and boundlefs confidence of the mafters 
of merchant veflels, particularly of thofe who 
have commanded privatcers. However im- 
portant the advice given them, they refufe it 
the {malleft regard, and however ferious the 
‘danger with ae they are all threatened, 
they depend fo entirely on their fkill, that they 
rather chufe to remedy than prevent the mif~ 
chief. 

A fimilar anfwer was made me by the 
mate: alas! they perceived ere long how 
well founded were my fears! 

At midnight, I was awakened by the ftrik- 

ing 


s 
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ing of the fhip, and ran immediately upon 
deck, imprefled with the idea that we were 
upon a flat ; but how great was my aftonifh- 
ment when I perceived, that we were ina 
kind of bafon formed by rocks. I hafted to 
awake the fleeping crew. ‘ Get up if you 
value your lives,” faid I, ‘* we touch the 
ground.” ‘The Captain came upon deck in 
great confternation ; and fuch was the terror 
common to him and his officers, that he gave 
orders to fteertowards the rocks. The veffel 
thus directed, and at the fame time ftrongly — 
impelled by the current, ftruck three times, 
and at length remained without motion on 
the fand. : 

All of a fudden a horrible din affailed our 
ears: the mafts began to crack ; the flapping 
fails were rent into rags by the violence of 
the wind ; and the loud clamour of the failors 
was confounded with the bellowing furge. 
So great was the confternation, that no one. 
thought of faving his life. O my wife! O 
my children! cried every tongue, while 
every hand was lifted up to Heaven. The 
mafts, however, were foon cut away to eafe 
the fhip; but thefe-were fruitlefs cares; for 

Aa the 
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the water had already found its way into the 
cabin. 

: In this wretched tation I ftepped up to 
the Captain, whofe difmay was fo great, that 
it prevented him from coming to any refo- 
lution. It was only eighteen months fince 
Captain Carfin had met with the like misfor- 
tune near Cape Blanco, and by thooting him- 
felf in defpair, he had occafioned the nee of 
feveral lives. Afraid that we might lofe 
Captain le Turc in the fame manner, I ex- 
horted him to be patient, and tried to raife 
his drooping {pirits ; but it was in vain, and we 
fhould have been irretrievably loft, if Mon- 
fieur Yan the fecond mate, M. Suret a paf. 
fenger, three Englifh - failors, and a few ; 
others, animated by my example, had not 
affifted me in hoifting out the long-boat, and 
helped me afterwards to prevent her from 
being funk or ftove alongfide. We were 
dani della to flruggle shite during a tedious 
night againft the furious fea, Robe that 
when | the dawn fhould appear and enable us 
to avoid the rocks, which’ furrounded us on 
every fide, we might have it in our power to 


land in à fafety ape the beach. 
F4 
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All thefe precautions being taken, I called 
out to thofe on board to throw a tow rope 
into the boat, that fhe might be hauled back 
to the veffel, in cafe we fhould be fortunate 
enough to get fafe tothe fhore, The cap- 
tain, the mate, and three fourths of the crew, 
. not daring to be the firft to try this defperate . 
| chance, thefe were the only means that re- 
mained to fave them. 

Scarcely had we touched the water with 
our oars, when the eddy of the fea forced 
them out of our hands ; the boat was overfet, 
the waves difperfed us, anc threw us all upon 
the beach, except M. Devoife, brother to the © 
Conful of Tripoli, in Syria. I rufhed into the 
fea, and had the good fortune to refcue him 
from a watry grave. . 

Our wretched companions, who had re- 
mained on board the fhip, no longer looked 
up to us for affiftance; but I foon revived 
their fainting hopes, by leaping into the water 
with M. Yan, whofe zeal was ever ready to 
fecond mine, and who found means to pre- 
vail upon the reft to join us in our endeavours 
to get the boat afloat. We effected it witha 
great deal of labour ; but great was our re- 

Aa 2 |. compence 
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compence alfo, when we had put the reft of 
the crew afhore! We only efcaped, how- 


ever, from this firft danger, to be the vidtims 


of another of a {till more dreadful kind. 

I afked the captain at what diftance he 
fuppofed we might be from Senegal; but was 
far from being fatisfied with his anfwer. Not 
knowing confequently what route to follow, 
I told my companions, that I could hardly 
flatter myfelf that I fhould be able to lead 
them to fome hamlet of the Trargea nation, 
where I might hope to meet with rote of the 
Arab s with whom I had had dealings at the 


fettlement of Senegal. ‘* In that cafe,” added: 


I, < our captivity would be lefs rigorous and 


of fhorter duration. But I dread our meeting 


with fome horde of the tribes of Ouadelims, 
and Labdeffeba, a favage race, whofe only 
food is the milk of their camels, and who are 
for ever wandering up and down the defert.” 

We had fcarcely landed, when 1 prevailed 
upon my companions to climb up the rocks, 
and to try to difcover on what ‘fhore Provi- 
dence had thrown us. When we had reached 


the fummit, we perceiv ed an immenfe pl ain, 


covered with white fand, over which were 
thinly 


zh 
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thinly fcattered a few creeping plants, not 
unlike the branches of coral. ‘The feed 
they bear is of the fame colour, and nearly of 
the fame form as muftard-feed. The Arabs 
call it Avezoud, cather it, and make a pafte of 
it, that they confider as a luxury. Ata great 
diftance, the eye could difcover hills of {mall 
elevation, which being covered with a fpecies 
of wild heath, refembled an extenfive foreft. 
While walking towards thefe hills,. I per- 
ceived fome camel’s dung upon the ground, 
and foon after faw feveral crazing in different 
* places. We could then no longer doubt that 
this diftrict was inhabited, and felt ourfelves 
more at eafe after the difcovery ; for without 
knowing among what people our fate had 
conducted us, we were the happier on ap- 
proaching human habitations, as hunger, 
which began to be importunate, might have 
driven us to direful extremities. No one 
knew better than I what we had to fear from 
it ; and the effects of thirft were {till more to 
be dreaded. | te 
This fad reflexion occupied my mind, when 


a I perceived fome children at a diftance, haft- 


ing to collect their herds of goats, and to 
Een drive 
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drive them away. I concluded from thence 
that we had been defcried, and that our ap- 
pearance had excited fome apprehenfion. The 
cries of the children fpread the alarm through 
the neighbouring camps, and we foon faw 
the inhabitants advancing to meet us. No 
fooner did they make out what we were, than 
they feparated, began to fkip and dance upon 
the fand, covered their faces with their hands, 
and howled and cried in the moft dreadful 
‘manner ; this was enough to convince us that 
they were little acquainted with European 
faces. Their geftures, and the meafures they 
took to furround us, did not afford a favours 
able prefage. I therefore told my fellows in 
misfortune not to feparate, but to walk on in 
an orderly manner, until I fhould be near 
enough to make mytelf heard. In my former 
voyages to Senegal, I had learnt a few words 
of Arabic, from which I hoped to derive much 
advantage on the prefent occafion, I began 
by tying a white handkerchief to the end of 
my cane, in the form of a flag; Perhaps, 
‘thought I, they may have fome knowledge 
of this fignal, efpecially if any of them have 
been at Senegal; or if they have ever feen 

) fhipping 


_ COAST OF AFRICA: 359 


fhipping on their coaft, they will know us to 
be unfortunate fhipwrecked Frenchmen. 
When we drew near the favages, fome of 
my companions, among whom were the firft 
and fecond mates, difperfed ; but they weré 
immediately fürrounded and feized by the 
collar. It was not till that moment, when 
the rays of the fun were refleéted from the 
polifhed fteel of their daggers, that we dif- 
covered them to be armed; for not having 
perceived it as yet, I had advanced without 
fear. The two unfortunate men, who had 
been carried off, not making their appearance 
again, all my efforts to {top the others became 
fruitlefs: fear took poffeffion of their minds ; 
they uttered unanimous cries of defpair, and 
ran off in various directions. The Arabs, 
armed with weighty cutlafles, and little maces, 
rufhed on them with incredible ferocity ; and 
I foon beheld fome of them wounded, and 
others ftripped naked, and ftretched out al- 
. moft breathlefs on the fand. ji 
In the midft of this horrible maflacre, I 
perceived an unarmed Arab. From his drefs 
I took him for one of thofe who had accom- 
panied Prince Allicoury, in a vifit he had for- 
Aa4g ‘CE There 
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merly made me on the Ifland of St. Louis, 
and immediately I ran to throw myfelf into 
his arms; but after viewing me for fome 
time, he caft upon me, upon the mate, Mon- 
fieur Devoife, and five others of the crew, 


who had never quitted me, a look of difdain, 
which told us but too plainly, that we were 
not lefs unfortunate than the reft: he took 


me by the hand, looked at it with attention, 
counted my fingers, and put his hand into 
the hollow of mine, making at the fame time 
feveral motions with his head. He then 
afked me who I was, what I came to do 


there, and how I had found my way thither. 
I traced the form of a fhip upon the fand, and. 


with the afliftance of the few Arabic words I 
was acquainted with, and of my geftures, I 
found means to make him underftand that 


1 folicited his affiftance to conduct us to the 


place of our deftination. I added that I had 


-about me wherewith to recompenfe his trou- 
ble, and this laft article he feemed to under- 


‘ftand better than the preceding ones; for 


“immediately after he locked his fingers in 


mine, as an aflurance that from that moment 
ve were clofely connected; and told me with 
equal 


= ‘ eae 
- m 
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“equal hafte to deliver to him the effects of 
which I had juft fpoken. I gave him two 
very handfome watches, one a repeater, with 
the chains belonging to them, a gold ftock- 
buckle, two pair of filver buckles, a ring fet 
with brilliants. a filver cup, fork, and fpoon, 
and two hundred livres in fpecie. I thought 
T remarked, that though much pleafed with 
the trinkets, &c. he was full more fo with 
the money. With great care, and {till greater 
myftery, he hid his treafure in his blue fhirt, 
-promifing not to abandon me. The precau- 
tion I had taken in faving thefe valuable ef- 
fes, proved to me, in the end, an almoit in- 
exhauftible fource of forrow. 

_ As foon as the Arab’s booty was fecure, he 
afked on what part of the coaft we had been 
fhipwrecked. ‘I pointed it out to him; ‘and 


_. the immediately called feveral of his people, : 


and told them to follow him. From the 
manner in which they addrefled him, I per- 
ceived that my proteétor was a man of con- 
fequence; and indeed he was their prot, 
whom they call Ta/be. 

When arrived at the fea- fide, they began 
to utter loud cries of joy; but the aes 
_vifble 
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vifible in their faces, ere long called up the 
fpirit of difcord. They detérmined to niake 
us fwim on board, and get out of the fhip 
every thing it was poffible to fave; but we 
all declined it, on the pretente of not fwim- 
ming, and they were obliged to go aboard 
themfelves. How ftrongly was the fear of 
not having as much as thofe who had fwum 
to the fhip, exprefled by thofe who remained 
afhore! The women were particularly out: 
rageous. 

In the mean: time the news of oùr fhips 
wreck was already fpredd over the country; 
and the greedy favages, whofe numbers could 
not fail to excite ftill further jealoufy, were 
{een riinning down from every quarter: they 
{oon came to blows; and féveral loft their 


lives. ‘The women, enraged at not being — 


ble té plunder the fhip, fell upon us; and 
tore off the {mall remains of clothes we had 
upon ouf backs: théy were particularly at- 
tentivé to mine, which I had preferved till … 

then, arid which they thought deferved a 
preference. | 
My rafter, who was more like any thing 
elfe than a warrior, ees who perceived that 
the 
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thé number of Arabs was every moment in- 
creafing, called two of his friends, whom he 
very wifely admitted to the partnerfhip of 
twelve fhipwrecked men that had put them: 
felves under his protection. This was the 
beft means of acquiring partizans, and of pre: 
ferving the portion he had referved for him=- 
felf. : After having made the necellary ftipu- 
lations, as’ well for fharing what had already 
been got out of the fhip, as for the divifion of 
the flaves that had been made, he withdrew 
from the crowd by way of fecuring us againft 
any infult. It was in a miferable hut, cover- 
ed with mofs, that we were lodged, or rather 
heaped upon one another. | 
Our mafter’s firft care was to fearch us 
{crupuloufly, for feat we fhould ftill have any 
thing concealed. Unfortunately for them, 
my companions had net been able to keep the 
{malleft article for him, fo that in his ill hu- 
mour he treated them without the leaft re- 
_ gard. He took away even their fhirts and 
handkerchiefs, giving them to underftand 
that if Je did not, fome other would. . He 
wanted to go the fame length with me, but 
| I told 
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I told him that I had already given him 
enough, and he defifted. 


Not knowing as yet what horde I had 1 


fallen in with, | addrefled myfelf to my ma: 
fter, with a view of obtaining information on 
that head, and by means of words and figns 


had with him the following converfation : - 


6 What is your name, and that of your 
tribe ? And why did you avoid the bands that 
advanced to the fea-fide ?”—:My name is 
Sidy Mahammet del Zouza ; my tribe is that 
of Labdefleba; and I avoided the Ouadelims 
becaufe we do not live with them on friendly 
terms. But, pray what is wie name? Are 
you the brother of thefe men?” fhewing me 
my ‘companions. I anfwered his nef 


but Iwas much afflicted at finding that we — 


were fallen into the hands of the moft fero- 
cious among the inhabitants of the Deferts of 


Arabia. I forefaw that we fhould have no-. 


thing but hardfhips and trouble to undergo, | 


till thé moment of our deliverance. But how. 
were we to be delivered? Alas! I hardly 


dared flatter myfelf with the hope. 


My fears were but too well founded: My. 


matter, after having buried the little treafure 
with 
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with which I had juft enriched him, return- 
ed to the beach, to fee what was coming. to 
him of the plunder of the fhip. During his 
abfence a band of Ouadelims came to befiege 
our retreat. They facked, plundered, and 
overturned every thing. They laid hold of 
fome of us by the throats, of others by the 
hair; two of them advanced towards me, 
took me by the arms, and dragged me firft 
one way, and then another. ‘The {mall re- 
mains of my drefs became the object of their 
jealous fury. More of them run up, fur- 
round, and carry me off; and aiter having 
torn off my fhirt and neck-handkerchief, | 
_pufhed me behind a heap of fand. There 
. they: committed all kind of outrages upon 
my perfon: 1 gave myfelf up for loft, and 
thought that I was going to expire beneath 
their blows. The cords with which they 
_ Were preparing to tie me, feemed to announce 
that my laft hour was at hand. I was in this 
* cruel expe@tation, when one of the aflociates 
of my mafter ran up, quite out of breath. 
L‘* Stop,” cried he, ‘* you have committed 
unheard of outrages in the hut of Sidy Ma- 
“hammet, our talbe. Not contented with 
| having 
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having carried off his flave, you have, in your 
blind rage, trod under foot the holy books of 
our religion; the prieft, incenfed at the inde- 
cency of your facrilegious conduét, has in- 
fifted that the old men De both parties fhould | 
aflemble, and judge the guilty in full council. 
Believe me; give him back his flave; it is 
the only means to appeafe his anger, and pre- 
vent the confequences*.”. ‘This threat pro- 
duced the effect that Mahammet’s emiffary 
expected. I was deliyered up to him by 
thofe who had treated me {fo cruelly, after 
having feparated me from my companions in 
misfortune. He took me away immediately, 
to lead me to a new fcene of torture, | 
Nouegem, for that was the name of the 
man who had juft delivered me, conducted 
me directly to the place where the council 
was aflembled. ‘‘ Here,” faid he, introduc- 
ing me, ‘is Sidy Mahammet’s flave : I have 
been following him the whole day, that J 


* FT was not as yet fufñciently mafter of the Arabic ta 
comprehend this fpeech and feveral others that I fhall men- 
tion; but when I underftood that language better, I ae 
ged my mafter to repeat them. 

mi ight 
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might not lofe fight of him; and after much 
danger and fatigue, I have got him out of the 
hands of thofe who had carried him off. I 
afk, as the reward of my pains, that he may 
be one of the flaves that are to belong to me, 
I have the greater right to him, as I faw him 
deliver to his mafter a quantity of effects, 
which feemed to be very valuable.” Imme- 
diately a crowd of women and children ga- 
thered round me. They looked at me atten- 
tively, and all cried out together, Es Rey. 
Sidy Mahammet, enraged at what Noue- 
gem had juft revealed in regard to his trea- 
fure, and at the pretenfions he had juft dif- 
covered, caft upon him a look full of con: 
tempt and anger, and fpoke as follows; 
_ £¢ Whether this Chriftian be rey or not, he 
belongs to me: he came of his own accord 
to throw himfelf into my arms, and I have 
promifed to protect and conduét him to 
Prince Allicoury. I have given my word, 
and I hope the tribunal will make a diftinc- 
tion in favour of my rights, between a man 
of my character, and fuch a one as Nouegem, 
| whom I fhould punifh feverely if I treated 
_ him as he deferves.”” The reader may judge 
: from 
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from hence of tie pride of. sa KA in 
priefts. 

‘© Since fuch are your pretenfions,” an- 
fwered the Arab, ‘ and as your flave cannot 
be mine, he fhall die by my hand.” On fay- 
ing thefe words, he drew his dagger to ftab 
me. I ftood trembling beneath the barba- 
rian’s threatening fteel; but my mafter, with- 
out lofs of time, threw upon me a kind of 
: rofary * of enormous length ; he then took a 
little book which hung to his girdle: and at 
the fame inftant the women rufhed upon me, 
and took me out of the hands of Nouegem to 
. deliver me into thofe of the wrathful prieft, 
fo much were they afraid left he fhould pro- 
nounce an anathema againft his adverfary. 
‘The council in a body approved the talbe’s ex- 
ertion of authority ; while the conduét of the. 
women was much laughed at, ‘and applauded ~ 
at the fame time. © 

At a few paces from the place. ‘where the 
fcenc had juft paft, I found my. fellows in 
misfortune, whom I ‘had defpaired of ever. 


FA The talbes wear a long (rips of 115 fall 1 black bals, 
and make ule of them as the Catholics do of their rofaries. 


feeing 
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feeing again. (But, good heavens! in what a 
ftate did I find them! they had already begun 
to feel the torments of hunger. They had 
ate nothing for two days; nor was 1 lefs ex- 
haufted than they; but the critical circum- 
{tances in which I had found myfelf, had fo 
agitated my fpirits, that I had in a manner 
loft the faculty of feeling the want by which 
I was fo hardly preffed. 
: When become a little more tranquil, I re- 
flected on the danger from which I had fo 
fortunately E(capeds and my emotion was fo 
great that I could not refrain from weeping. 
- I endeavoured to conceal from every eye this. 
teftimony of my fenfibility and grief: But 
fome women perceiving it, inftead of being 
moved to compañion threw fand in my eyes, 
as they faid, to wipe away my tears. Luckily 
the night coming on, and concealing me from 
their view, faved me from the for of thefe 
monfters. 

Three days had already elapfed fince we 
were made flaves, and we had as yet had no- 
thing to eat but a little meal, fpoiled by the 
falt water, and rendered ftill more deteftable 
by a mixture of barléÿ-meal, that had been’ 

Bb jong 
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long kept in godt’ fkins; and even this 
wietahe repaft was interrupted by cties of — 

alarm, which we héard at fome diftance. 
One of Sidy Mahammet's friends ran up to 
him. to.advife him to hide himfelf as fait as 
poflible, as the Ouadelims were pouring in. 
trom all quarters, with the intention of car 
rying, off what his horde had, captured. 
‘ Fly with your flaves,” faid he, ‘* while I. 
go and aflemble fome of our people; and at . 
the dawn of day we. will fet off où our march — 
to return to our habitations.’ I have fince 
learned that the Arabs of the horde of Lab- 
deffeba had only répaired to the fea-coaft 
three days before our thipwreck, to gather 
wild grain for the -fubfiftence of their aoe 
lies. . A place of rendezvous was agreed 
upon ; after which we went and hid our- 
felves behind fome :hillocks of fand, where 
we remained till fome Arabs of a different 
tribe, but equally interefted in the prefervas 
. tion of their plunder, came to join us, and re- 
inforce our band. A guide, who had gone 
before us, had placed {mall pyramids of {tones 
from diftance to diftance, to point out the — 
road we were to follow, and to prevent our 
falling 


COAST OF AFRICA. 371 


falling into the'midft of fome hoftile horde, 
particularly that of the Ouadelims.: Thefe 
people, indeed, are univerfally fo greedy and 
rapacious, that friends, or enemies, they are 
almoft equally to be feared. At break of 
_ day, all thofe that had Chriftian flaves, hav- 


ing joined us, we fet off on our march for the 


inland country, where refided the families of 
our relpective matters. 

_ It is impoflible for me to exprefs — here 
much we had to fuffer, efpecially from thirft. 
It became fo painful to us to move our 
tongues, that we did not dare to afk one ano- 
ther any queftions.. We were obligedto go the 
fame pace as the camels, which were hurried 
on at a rapid rates; and our matters, from the 
fear of our being.taken from them, marched 
and counter-marched us fo many different 
ways, that it was fifteen days before we 
reached their habitation, while, by following 

the dire& road, we fhould have arrived there 
at moft in five. 

After having climbed up mountains dé a 
prodigious. HeiBhE and entirely covered with 
{mall grey ftones as fharp as flints, we de- 
fcended into a fandy bottom, thickly fown 

Bb2 with 
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- with prickly thiftles. There we flackened 
our pace: the foles of my feet were by this 
time all over blood, and it became impoffible 
for me to get on any further. My mafter 
was therefore obliged to take me up behind © 
him on his camel; but this attention on his 
part, fo far from being a relief to me, was the 
caufe of my fuffering unheard of torments. 
The camel’s pace is naturally very heavy, and 
his trot exceedingly hard. As I was naked I 
had nothing between me and the animal’s 
bare back, fo that in a fhort time I was 
dreadfully galled. My blood ftreamed down 
the flanks shit camel: but this fpeétacle, 
inftead of exciting the fenfbility and com- 
paffion of thefe barbarians, ferved them as 
matter of amufement. ‘They made a fport 
of my fufferings; and that they might enjoy 
it the better, urged on the beafts upon which 
they were mounted. My fores would no 
doubt have become incurable, if I had not 
come toa violent, though neceflary tefolu- 
tion, that of letting myfelf fall upon the fand. 
All the hurt 1 met with in falling, was the — 
being pricked from head to foot by the 
dis: with which I have already faid the 
ground was covered, 


In 
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In the dufk of the evening, we perceived a 
very thick fmoke, and I thought we were 
approaching fome hamlet where we fhould 
find fomething to eat, and above all fome- 
thing to drink; but I foon faw that it was 
nothing but underwood, behind which our 
guide had taken up his lodging. I went and 
ftretched myfelf out behind a bufh, and there 
waited for death; but. fcarcely had I laid 
down when an Arab of our company came to 
make me get up and unload his camel. I 
was fo incenfed at the manner in which this 
man gave me orders, that I anfwered him 
without any ceremony. Immediately he 
fnatched off my head an old failor’s hat that 
had been given to me inftead of my own, 
fpit upon it as a mark of contempt, and feiz- 
ed me very roughly by the arm to drag me 
towards the camel. As foon as he laid his 
hand upon me, I was no longer mafter of my 
refentment. I began by giving him a blow 
in the face with my fift; then difengaging | 
-myfelf from his hands, I took up a ick with 
a lance at the end, and ran up to ftrike him, 
but he took to his heels, and thus is the 
effects of my anger. 

Bb 3 At 
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At the fame inftant I perceived my mafter | 
advancing towards me. Not knowing his 
defign, I called out to him that if his inten- 
tion was to avenge his countryman, he would 
find me prepared to go any length, rather 
than fuffer myfelf to be ftruck.. My refolu- 
tion and threats made him laugh; however 
he difpelled my apprehenfions, by telling me 
I had nothing to fear.. This adventure made 
me imagine that with firmnefs I might avoid 
a great deal of ill-treatment, to which I could 
not fail of being expofed, if I fhewed any 
figns of fear, and I often experienced after- 
wards, that this idea was well-founded. 
Thefe Arabs are sa brave where show! meet 
with no refiftance. . 

Son rien deans preparations made which 
gave me a great deal of uneafinefs. Flints 
were heated in a large kind of furnace ; I faw 
a great {ftone, which was lying under a bufh, 
taken up; a hole was dug in the earth, and the 
Arabs frequently repeating my name, burft 
into violent fits of laughter. At length they 
called me, and made me draw near the hole 
they had juft dug. He, whom I had beat, 
made me a number of figns with his band, . 

paffing 
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paffing it backwards and forwards along his 
neck, as if he was going to cut off his head, 
or meant to make me underftand that I fhould 
lofe mine. Determined as. 1 was to make a 
{tout refiftance, all thefe ceftures excited very 
unpleafant feelings. But how great was my 
furprize, when, on approaching the cavity, I 
faw a leathern bottle, a little bag containing 
barley meal, and a goat that had been’ lately 
killed taken out of it. The fight of thefe 
provifions reftored me to my tranquillity, al- 
though I was ignorant of the ufe to which 
the heated flints were to be applied. At | 
length I faw a wooden veffel, in which fome 
barley-meal had been thrown, filled’ with 
water; and the heated pebbles thrown into 
it ferved to make it boil. It was thus that 
our matters made a kind of pafte, which they 
kneaded in their hands, and fwallowed-with- 
out chewing. As to us flaves, our repatt 
confifted of the fame meal mixed up with 
water: it was thrown upon a carpet? which 
ferved our mafter to put under his feet dur- 
ing the prayer; and as a mattrafs at night: 
After having for a long: while kneaded this 
pafte, hedelivered it to meto divide it with my 

os: fellow 
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fellow. flaves. It is impoffible to conceive 
how naufeous it was to the tafte.. The water. 
with which it was made, had been procured 
“upon the fea-fide, and then inclofed in a raw 
_ goat’s-fkin ; to prevent it from corrupting, a 
Pad of tar had been put into it, and had given 
‘it a-moft horrid fmell. The fame water was 
given us for our drink, and bad as it was, in 
very {mall quantities. : 
The Arab whom I had ftruck, hearing that 
I complained, gave me the remains of his 
pafte, and told me that the next day we 
fhould eat the goat, which had been killed 
_ on purpofe for us, as he had given me to un- 
derftand by his figns. I teftified to him, half 
by words, and half by geftures, my great fur 
prize at the finding of thefe provifions; and 
he employed the fame language to tell me; 
that the guide, who had gone on before us, — 
had procured them in a sale A ou ham- 
Jet, and had hid: them under ia to con- 
ceal them from the fight of the Moors, in 
cafe any fhould pafs that way. Thefe details 
aftonifhed me, but lefs, I muft confefs, than 
to fee the refentment of this Arab converted 
into acts of kindnefs and complaifance. When 
| our 
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our repaft was over, each of us retired to 
fleep behind a bufh. 

As early as the dawn of day, we heard our 
matters voices, ordering us to aflemble and 
load our camels. After having obeyed them, 
we continued our journey with the’ {mall 
quantity of provifions that remained. It was 
almoft noon when we halted in a plain, 
where we did not find a fi ngle tree to fhade 
us from the rays of the st which came 
down perpendicularly upon our heads. There 
we were employed in unloading the camels, 
and in tearing up roots to make a fire, a piece 
of bufinefs the more difagreeable, as in this 
country all the trees, roots and fhrubs are co- 
vered with thorns. As foon as the fire had 
heated the fand, the goat was entirely cover- 
ed with it, and we continued to. feed the 
flames, while our matters regaled themfelves: 
with the raw greafe; they even feemed to 
-confider it as a great dainty. As foon as the 
meat was drefled, it was taken up; and the 
Arabs, without giving themfelves the time to 
take off the fand that was flicking to it, de- 
voured it with incredible voracity. After 
having well gnawed the bones, they made 

ufe 
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ufe of their nails, the better to tear away the 
little remaining flefh ; they then threw them 
to us, enjoining us to eat “with difpatch, and 
reload the camels, that we might renew our 
march without delay. | 
The fun was near fetting, when by the 
light of its fiery rays (for in this country the 
{un almoft always fets in a red harizon) we 
difcovered tents fcattered here and there 
upon a rifing ground, and flocks and herds 
returning from pafiure. The inhabitants of 
the camp we were approaching came out in 
crowds to meet us; but, far from practifing 
the kind laws of hofpitality in our regard, 
they loaded us with abufe, and made us fuffer 


the moft inhuman treatment: .two,of my — 


fellows in misfortune were reduced to a moft 
dreadful ftate; the women efpecially, far 
more ferocious than the men, took a pleafure 
in tormenting them. ‘The refiftance our 
mafters dared to oppofe was a very feeble | 
one; they feemed on the contrary delighted 
to fee that more attention was paid to us than 
to the lading of their camels. 
I had removed toa little diftance from mine, - 
when all on a fudden, perceiving a man level 


a double- 
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a double-barrelled gun* at me, I prefented my. 
breaft to him, and bad him fire. This a& of 
firmnefs, to which he was no doubt little ac- 
cuftomed, aftonifhed him, and his furprize 
contributed to ftrengthen my idea, that an 
appearance of not fearing thele people, keeps 
them in awe. I was walking up to the man 
in queftion, when a ftone, thrown by an un- 
known hand, but which I fufpected to be that 
of a woman, ftruck me on the head. I was 
ftunned. for a moment ;:as foon as I reco- 
vered my fenfes, I fell into a violent rage, 
and called out for vengeance. This was 
enough to fpread fright and terror among the 
children ;-and even the favages, who were © 
come out to meet-us, not knowing what 
might be the matter, took flight. One of 
them, however, before he retired, ftruck me 
on the breaft with the butt-end of a mufket, 
‘and made me vomit blood. If I could have 
. difcovered the man who dealt the blow, I 
would have revenged myfelf at all events ; 


* In the courfe of a few years paft, feveral fhips going 
on the flave-trade have been loft on that coaft: the Arabs 
having taken out the cargoes, it is not furprizing that they 
thould haye mufkets in their poffeffion. | 
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reduced as J was to the neceflity of making 
my complaint, I did it with fo much vehe- 
mence, that I excited the curiofity of fome of 
thefe monfters. They afked my mafter who 
Twas. ‘* He is a Chriftian,” anfwered he, 
‘ who muft needs be very rich. , He hasa 
great quantity of mufkets, balls, flints, and 
fearlet cloth *. To judge how much he is 
fuperior to the reft, it was fufficient for us to 
fee that he was far more richly drefled, to 
perceive that his linen was perfumed with a 
very agreeable fcent+, and to know that he 
received Prince Allicoury, his wife, and all 
his retinue at his houfe.” | 

I had thought to avoid a great deal of bad 
treatment, by faying that this prince had 
come to pay me a vifit; and to prove it I had 
mimicked his buffoons, who are called egeums, 
“This kind of farce pleafed my mafter fo 
much, that he made me repeat it as often as 
he had an opportunity. He made ufe of this 
little firatagem to divert thofe by whom he 


* He thought that the ore in the mane 


belonged to me. ; 
+ This fcent was nothing more than lavender, of which 


my linen had retained the fmell. 
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_ feared to be plundered, and to keep their at- 
tention otherwife engaged. Scarcely ‘had he 
mentioned my tent Fa imitating the ege- 
ums, when I was furrounded by men, wo- 
men, and children, who continually repeated 
to me ganue, fing*. As foon as I had done, 
they made me begin again, and I was obliged 
to comply, as well to amufe them, as to pro- 
cure (why fhould I not. confefs it) a few 
drops of camel’s milk, the reward of this 
forry buffoonery, 

We ftaid only one day in this cañtoh, the 
inhabitants of which, however ill-difpofed in. 
the beginning, were good enough to give us 
provifions for three or four days. ‘The plains 
we traverfed in advancing towards the eaft, 
were covered with little pebbles, as white as 
fnow, and as round and as flat as a lentil. 
While walking we heard a hollow found be- 
_ neath our feet, as if the ground had been ex- 
cavated. ‘Thefe ‘regions afford no variety, 
the country being entirely flat, and not pro- 
ducing any plant whatever. The horizon is 


* This nation is very fond of finging: they generally 


_ ange themfelyes roundhim who affords them this pleafure.. 


there 
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there obfcured by a reddifh vapour. Tt looks 
as if there were burning volcanoes. on every 
fide. The little pebbles fting the feet like — 
fparks of fire: neither bird, nor infeét, is feen 
in the air: a profound filence, that has fome- 
thing dreadful in it, prevails. If now and … 
then a {mall breeze arife, the traveller imme- 
diately feels extreme laflitude ;- his lips crack, 
his {kin is parched up, and little pimples, that 
occafion a very ‘painful fmarting, cover his 
body. Our conductors, who had advanced © 
into thefe regions to avoid fome hordes, from 
whom they would have had much ‘to fear; 
were not more exempt than ourfelves from 
the ills we fuffered in this traét of country; 
into which the fiereeft animals dare not ad- 
venture. The rays of the fun ftruck upon 
the pebbles, and I was afraid at every inftant 
left the reflection fhould deprive me of my 
fight. ai 
We proceeded from this immenfe plain 
into a fecond, vhich the wind had furrowed 
from diftance to diftance with a firm fand of 
a reddifh colour. Some odoriferous plants 
which reared their heads above the ridges of. 
the furrows, were inftantly devoured by the 
: camels, 
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camels, almoft as famifhed as ourfelves. We 
had the good fortune, in quitting this fandy 
plain, to. find a bottom furrounded . with 
mountains, the foil of which was white, and 
of a marly nature. It was in this kind of 
valley, at the foot of fome broom, forming a 
kind. of bower with its interwoven branches, 
that we met with water to quench our. rag- 
ing thirft. We drank it with unfpeakable 
pleafure, although it was very bitter, covered 
with green mofs, and of a foetid {mell. 

The evening, however, made us amends, 
by ‘bringing us to a horde that was encamped 
at the diftance of a few leagues. We there 
met with a very good reception, the road to 
other habitations was pointed out to us, and 
we were told that we fhould meet with all 
the neceflary affiftance to enable us to reach 
the refidence of our mafters. This event was 
the more fortunate, as our guides had loft 
their way. ic 

My matter’s brother-in-law, who was one 
of the chiefs. of the horde, took particular 
care of all the flaves. He ordered camel’s 
milk, and oftrich’s flefh dried in the fun, and 
_ shopped up fmall, to be given us. I. do not 
4 know 
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know what prepoffeffed him in my favotir 3_ 
but he walked up to me, and addrefled mé 
thus: ‘* Unfortunate Chriftian, my brother 
has been long’ my debtor, if you will confent 
to attach yourfelf to ine; he and I will fettle 
the matter between us.” This propofal madë 
me tremble; for it feemed to threaten me 
with a long captivity. I was fo firmly per: 
fuaded that mine was to be of fhort duration, 
that I ran in hafte to acquaint my maftet 
with.the intentions of his brother-in-law, 
and begged him not to confent to any fuch 
arrangement. J gave him to underftand that 
my ranfom would amount to more than his 
brother would give him. ** Do not be une | 
eafy,” faid he, when you leave me, it fhall 
be to go to Morocco or Senegal, and that 
fhall be ere long.” This hope filled my 
heart with inexpreffible joy. However, not- 
withftanding my grateful fenfe of Sidy Sel: 
Jem’s kind behaviour, his propofal left uñ- 
pleafant apprehenfions ia my mind. He per- 
ceived it, and told me that I might one day 
repent the not having accepted his offers. I 
attributed this difcourte to his defire of hav- 
ing me in his poffeffion: but I afterwards dif- 
covered that he had not deceived me. | 
| After 
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After three days reft among the Arabs of. 
the horde called Larouflye, we fet off again 
on our march, to advance further up the 
country, where we were to find the families 
of our conduétors. It was not till after fix- 
teen days of fatigue, and the moft dreadful 
want, that we arrived quite fpent, and almott 
reduced to fkeletons. 

At fun rife we difcovered a hamlet that 
feemed at firft fight a delightful abode. Se- 
veral tents {pread under tufted trees, and in- 
numerable flocks and herds feeding upon the 
hills, made this place look like the retreat of 
happinefs and peace; but, on a nearer approach, 
it affumed quite a different appearance. Thé 
trees, of which I had admired the verdant > 
foliage, were old gum-trees; and their boughs 
thick-fet with thorns, rendered the- fhade 
they diffufed about them inacceffible. We 
were foon perceived upon the declivity of a 
hill, which led to the abode of our matters. 

Several black flaves, generally employed to 
tend the camels, came out to meet them, to 
kifs their feet, and enquire about their wel- 
fare ; while the children, at a greater diftance, 
made the air re-echo with their joyful cries, 

Ce 1 and 
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and the women ftanding refpectfully at the 
entrance of their tents, waited for their huf- 
bands. As they approached, their wives ad- 
vanced with a fubmiffive air, laid their right 
hand upon their hufbands’ heads, kiffed it, 
and threw themfelves proftrate on the ground. 
This ceremony over, they caft on us a look 
of curiofity, and began immediately to load 
us with abufe. The children, following their 
example, pinched us, pulled out our hair, and 
tore our flefh with their nails. Their cruel 
mothers. called them fometimes towards one 
of us, fometimes towards another, and took a 
pleafure in feeing us tormented. Wretched 
men that we were! worn out with fatigue, 
hunger, and thirft, we had impatiently de- 
fired the moment of our arrival: could we, 
alas! forefee the new tortures that awaited 
ASA, | | 
In the mean time our mafters divided their 
flaves. As foon as mine had received the 
carefles of all his family, I afked him which 
of the women that furrounded him was his 
favourite: he fhewed her to me; and I ap- 
proached to give her two handfuls of cloves, 
that he had carefully préferved, on purpofe 

| that 
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that'by offering them to her, I might attract. 
a moré favourable notice. I knew that the 
Moorifh women were paffionately fond of 
odours, particularly of that of cloves: How- 
ever, fhe receivéd my prefent with infulting 
haughtihefs; and drove me from her tent with 
contempt.. À: moment after, this woman; 
the moft fpiteful Lever knew, and hated by 
all about her on account of the malignity of 
her difpofition, came to order Meff. Devoife; 
Baudre, and myfelf, who had fallen to her 
hufband’s lot, to unload the camels, to clean 
a kind of kettle, and to go and tear up roots 
to make a fire. While fhe was come to make 
known her will to us, her dear hufband had 
fallen, quietly afleep on the knees of one of his 
coricubines. 

The hope of fooh obtaining my liber ty gavé 
me the fortitude néceflary to enable me to 
bear the hard ufage of this tyrannical woman: 
I fet off then to make faggots ; but how great 
was my diftrefs, when on my return, I faw 
two of my fellows in misfortune cruelly 
beaten, and ftretchéd out upon the fand: 
They had been treated thus, becaufe, thei | 
ftrength being entirely exhaufted, they had 

CE cz ‘e not Me 
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not been able to fulfil the tafk afligned: them, 
I awaked my mafter with redoubled cries, 
and though I as yet fpoke the language but 
imperfectly, I undertook to addrefs to him 
the following fpeech: ‘ Did you then only 
bring us here that we might be killed by your 
cruel wife? Recollec& the promife you made 
me; conduct me without delay to Senegal, 
or to Morocco ; otherwife I declare to you, 
that, were it to coft me my life, I will have 
you robbed, if I cannot do it myfelf, of all the 
valuable effects I delivered to you, I fhall 
eafily find a mafter, who will treat me with 

more humanity than you do.” 
The approach of feveral of his neighbours, 
witnefles to the vehemence of my) anger, 
feemed to give great uneafinefs tomy matter, 
who was afraid that I fhould recount the 
number of the effects delivered to him.’ He 
came to me, took me by the arm, and pufhed 
. me haftily into his tent, defiring me not tomake 
fo much noife. He then offered mea’ por- 
ringer of milk: ** Carry it,” faid I, ‘to my . 
‘companions, who are dying of want.” He 
anfwered that he was going to give them 
fome, and that he begged me to bequiet. Ithen 
fhowed 
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fhowed him (my bleeding and excoriated 
arms. ‘* Recollect,” faid I, in my broken 
language, ‘* that at the moment of our fhip- 
wreck, you exclaimed, on looking at my 
hands, #hefe are not accuflomed to laborious 
work ; and yet you require from me the hardeft 
labour. Your countrymen experience very dif- 
ferent treatment in my country.” He was afto- 
nifhed to hear that Moors ever went to France. 
6 We will talk of that another time,” repli- 
ed he; ‘ in the mean while do not defpond, 
I will take as much care of you, as of my own 
fon. I forbid you,” added he to his wife, 
#6 to require him to do the leaft hard work, as 
I forbid him to obey you, Let fome barley 
be boiled for thefe flaves. 1 fhall come ere 
long to fee if my orders have been executed.” 
From that moment I became the object of 
the favourite’s moft implacable hatred. 

The end of Auguft was approaching faft, 
without my feeing the {malleft travelling pre- 
parations. I had already afked Sidy Maham- 


met what he was waiting for to conduct me to 


.. Senegal. He anfwered that he was looking out 


for two ftout and vigorous camels, that might 
be able to bear the fatigue of the journey, 
Ox 3 and 


390 VOYAGES TO THE 


and: that? we fhould- fet off! as foon as he 
could procure them. I was the more defi- 
rous of expedition, as the nights began to be 
very cool; andthe abundant dew wetted us be- 
hind the bufhes, which ferved as for a retreat : 
it is: true we found a refource in this dew; 
fince by fcooping it up'in our hands from off 
our naked bodies, it helped to quench our 
thirft, the rage of which was not diminifhed 
by the coolnefs of the night ; and this was à 
drink we preferred’ to oùr urine, to which 
we were very often reduced. 
I fpoke a fecond time tomy mafter, who 
anfwered in fuch a way, as to perfuade me of 
every thing he thought proper. : “ Do you 
think,” faid he, ‘that it is poffible to travel 
in fuch hot weather without provifions, and 
above all without water? We fhould alfo 
‘meet with great difficulty in getting to Sene- 
gal, the river that nets it having over- 
flowed all the plains; we fhould likewife have 
reafon to fear the Arabs of the horde of Trrar- 
gea, who are our enemies, Itell youthetruth,” 
added he, #6 we fhall be obliged to wait till 
the month. of October. At that period the 
rain will” water our deferts, - and hee!) us 
pafture | 
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pafture for our camels. It would be impof- 
fible otherwife to find fubfftence for them 
during fo long a journey.” I was fully fen- 
fible of the propriety of this reafoning, and 
refigned myfelf patiently to my fate. 

The famifhed flocks could no longer find” 
pafture ; and in the evening on their return, 
the ewes and goats brought back their udders 
almoft empty. It was their milk, however, 
and that of the camels, that was to ferve as 
the fupport of a numerous family. Let any 
one judge, from this, how much our portion 
was diminifhed. In our quality of Chriftians, 
the very dogs were preferred to us, and it 
was in their difhes that we received our 
icanty allowance, | 

One day the keeper of the camels cried 
out, that it was a fhame for him to ferve a 
mafter weak enough not to impofe that tafk 
upon his flaves. His favourite woman did 
not fail to back this complaint, fo that her 
hufband, who had long made me his dupe, per- 
fuaded me alfo that to prevent the others from — 
murmuring, it was neceflary that Baudré, 
fhould take upon him that care, « Heing the 
youngeft. Soon after] was like”  e¢obliged 
| | Cred 


802 : ‘VOYAGES TO THE 


to tend thé ewes and goats, M. Devoife, on 
account of his age, arid bad health, was ex- 
empt from all laborious fervitude ; but he was 
only the more to be pitied, as he was for ever 
expofed to bad treatment from the cruel 
Arabs, from whofe prefence [ was happy ta 
be removed by my new employment. 
. One evening, when I’ was coming back 
with my flock, one of my ewes brought forth 
a lamb upon the dechvity of a hill. I took it 
in my arms, and carried it with equal hatte 
and care to my matter’s favourite. I prefent- 
ed it to her, as foon as I perceived her, think- 
ing the would receive it with the fame plea+ 
on the had always teftified on fimilar occa- 
fions. I afked her at the fame time if the 
. would give me the firft of the mother’s milk, 
ces ate to their cuftom of giving it to him 
who has the care of the flock. Bi way of an- 
{wer, the threwa knife at my legs, drove me 
out of her tent with contempt, and loaded me 
with abufe. Her hufband, witnefs to this bru- 
tality, came and told me, that he would make 
me amends by g giving mea larger quantity of 
milk, lhad always believed i in the fincerity i 
of his promifes 5 ; but how great was my afto- 
: nifhment 
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nifhment, in pafling behind the tent, to hear 
the villain laughing with his wife atthe blow 
the had juft given me. I was much incenf- 
ed; but nothing could equal my anger in the 
evening, when, on going to fetch av milk 
he had promifed me, I facil the Moorifh wo- 
man come ina rage to {natch it out of my 
hands, that fhe st give one half of it to 
her dog. 

ihe were drawing near ne end of October, . 
and not a drop of water had as yet fallen. My 
fituation became: more:wretched every day. 
Thad nothing but a forry bit of packing cloth 
round my wait; I was abandoned by all the 
world..... Men of feeling minds ! ‘tranfport 
yourfelves for a moment tomy defert, and 
you will no longer think it impoffible to fhed 
. tears of blood. 
The plains, the vallies, every thing was 
~ parched up, and nothing remained for the 
nourifhment of the cattle: the feafon was 
far advanced; the month of December was 
begun, the period at which the rain generally 
‘ceafes till O&tober. For three years, the 
heavens had refufed this favour to the inha- 
bitants of the deferts. Were we going, by 

| a fourth 
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a fourth year of drought, to be expofed to'the 

moft dreadful want, and to inevitable death? 

À univerfal defolation . prevailed, when an 
Arab from a diftant country came to tellus, 

that abundanterains had fallen: in feveral can- 

‘tons. Joy immediately fucceeded:to fear and 
grief ; every one rolled up his tent ; and all fet 
off together for the newly. watered country. 

It was the thirtieth time that we changed our 
abode, and that-our fatigue was renewed ; for 
thefe hordes feldom femain more than twelve 
or fifteen days in the fame-encampment. I 
was-always employed to! fet up and fpread the 
tents, and load the baggage. Often I was 

ebliged to carry heavy burthens to relieve 

the camels; and I thought myfelf happy if 
the flocks followed, in good order, and did not 
give me the trouble of colleéting them. 

My fellowsin misfortune were fo exhauft- 
ed, that they could do nothing; all the work 
confequently fell upon me, and I was obliged 
to divide with them tthe furplus of food that 
I procured by endeavouring to make myfelf 
ufeful; for the, Arabs let them want for every > 
thing. Ts : | 

vd At-length we arrived at this place fo much 
ore defired, 
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defired, from ‘whence I hoped foon to fet off 
to enjoy my liberty ; but my mafter, who till 
then had combined the moft perfuafive lan- 
guage with the blackeft deceit, ceafed to 
Abe: and made me fuffer the moft hor- 
rible tyranny. | 
‘We were encamped on fand fo wet, that 
the mere preffure of our bodies made the 
water {pring up in confiderable quantities. We 
fhould have thought ourfelves fupremely hap- 
py, if we had an fee mat to fleep upon, anda 
thick woollen carpet with along nap to cover 
us ; but among the Arabs themfelves, none but 
the rich enjoy fuch luxury. During the night 
fuch a carpet ferves to wrap up a whole fa- 
‘mily.  Sidy Mahammet,” faid I to my maf- 
ter, fee whether it be poffible for me to live 
in fuch places ? Let me lie under your tent. 
I fuffer too much from the cold during the 
night; the ground on which you make me 
fleep is too wet. I made your fortune; you 
promifed through gratitude to treat me like 
your child, and yet you abandon me !”—** It 
4s true,” anfwered he, ‘ that I promifed you 
. my friendfhip, and Iam going at this mo- 
Rent to give you an extraordinary proof of if. 


You 
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You fay that your fituation is very wretched ; 
but it will fill be much worfe than you 
think. »Do you know :what is the fate re- 
ferved for you? Fire and flame await you, 
to torment you to all eternity. Do you un- 
derftand your own religion?” [immediately 
undertook to explain to him all its excellence. 
After having liftened to me for fome time, 
he retired, faying, ‘that he preferreda bowl 
of buttermilk to all the abfurdities I had been 
uttering.” Alas! there are no torments that 
this fanatical prieft did not make me undergo, 
to oblige me to embrace his religion. 
Meflieurs Devoife and Baudré, who had. 
heard this converfation, (which I have much 
abridged). exprefied to me the fatisfaétion they 
felt at it. They flattered themfelves it would 
in fome degree foften the rigour of their fitua- 
tion. The hour of milking the camels being 
come, I was called-to receive my portion, and 
that of my companions. On, feeing that 
they were larger than ufual, I thought that 
my morality had indeed operated; but on 
tafting it, we perceived that the augmenta- 
tion was nothing. but rain water,.of ‘which 
the dofe was every day fo much increafed, _ 
D that 


COAST OF AFRICA. 307 


that we had foon nothing but water a little 

whitened with milk, which weakened us to 

an incredible degree, and reduced'us to the 
hard neceflity of feeking our food with the 

cattle. ‘The wild plants that they trod under 

foot, and raw fnails, were from that time al- 

moft our only aliment till the moment of our 

deliverance. It behoved us however to pre- 

pare for new fatigues. I was charged to yoke 
the camels to the plough, to till the ground, 

_ and to fow the feed; and my mafter, not con- 
tented with employing mein his own fervice, 

hired me out to other Arabs for a portion of 
milk. I fhould infallibly have fallen a victim 

to, fatigue, if, from time to time, I had not 

purloined a few handfuls of barley; and it is 

to this theft, very juftifiable, I hi that I 

owe my prefervation. 

“ You fee,” faid Ito my mafter, ‘ with — 
what fubmiffion I do every kind of work. 
I make faggots, I churn butter, I tend the 
flocks, I pull up roots, I prepare camel’s 
hair for your wife to fpin, I till the earth, I 
do every thing in a word that you require of 
me; I ferve you after having enriched you, 

and you do not deign to give me a few rags 
: to 


398 VOYAGES TO THÉ 


to cover me !”’—Other Arabs more compaf: 
fionate than he, and ever jealous of his pof- 
fefling my jewels, which they confidered as 
ineftimable, one day made him the fame re- 
proach, which induced him to fend for me, 
and to afk ifat Mogador, which they call Soz- 
ra, **a good ranfom would be given for each - 
of us?” ‘I told him he fhould be fatisfed.” 
—‘‘ In that cafe,” replied he, ** you. may 
afk a Jewifh merchant who is to call here 
to-morrow to give you fome paper, and I per- 
mit you to write to thofe from whom you 
expect afliftance. The Hebrew merchant* 
called, and I wrote a letter which I addreffed 
to the conful at Soira; or if there fhould not — 
be one there, tothe perfon who might repre- 
fent him. I begged him to commiferate our 
ills, and to afford us the fpeedieft remedy. I 
pointed out the beft and fafeft means of fend- 
ing in queft of us, and the only one that 
could procure us a fpeedy deliverance.t ‘This 


* The Jews born in the defert live nearly in the fame 
manner as the Arabs; but thofe who inhabit the towns are 
more rigid obfervers of the law of Mofes. 

+ If ever the French government, or any other, re 
ceive information of the lofs of a yeffel in thefe latitudes, 
| it 
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letter once delivered into the hands of the 
Ifraclite, I thought myfelf already free : Alas! 
how did my ent deceive me! 

À Moorifh. girl, whofe flocks often fed 
in company ich mine, convinced me of my 
error, by making me acquainted with the 
real character of Sidy Mahammet. ‘‘ If he had 
dared,”’ faid fhe, ‘* he would not have treated 
you better than your companions: perhaps 
he would even have taken you afide to mur- 
der you, {fo little is he averfe to the commif- 
fion of crimes; but he fears you almoft.as 
much as he does his two brothers, who 
have taken a {trong liking to you. Ifhe has 
promifed to give you your liberty, ’tis only to 
amufe you; he will never dare remove from 
hence, for fear Moulem Adaram fhould have 
him taken, feized, and rob him of all you 
gave him; nay, perhaps of his life. 


it would be advifeable for itsagents, either at Mogador, or 
Tangier, to addrefs themfelves toa Jew of the name of 
Aaron,. who tefides at Gouadnum. This Jew fends his 
emiffaries to the different parts of Africa, to reclaim the 
crews of fhipwrecked veffels. “This advice, diétated by hu: 
manity, is the beft that can be followed. 


This 
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This Moulem Adaram * was fon to the 
emperor. Having heard a vague account of 
the effets I had brought with me, he ima- 
gined that I was a very rich Chriftian, and 
came in confequence more than a hundred 
leagues to purchafe me. I was fortunate 
enough however never to belong to this cruel 
prince, who had revolted againft his father. 

My converfation with the Moorith girl 
made me defpair of ever feeing my country 
again. This wrung my hearts; I fell into 
the deepeft defpondency ; and from that day 
I experienced nothing but new fubjeéts of 
chagrin. 

I no longer met in the fields with my fel- 
lows in misfortune. - I regretted particularly 
_ the company of the Captain ; I was accuftom- 
“ed to it, and I found a kind of confolation in 
talking with him of our fufferings, and of our 


* Meffieurs Soret, (one of my clerks) Pinjon, Surgeon 
of the fhip Les deux Amis, Briflieure, and Jean, failors, fuf- 
fered the moft cruel treatment from this barbarous prince: 
Sometimes they were beat with fticks, and fometimes their 
flefh was mangled with daggers. Burning brands and red 
hot irons were more than once employed to torment them. 
Monfieur Soret, whofe fcars will atteft the truth of what — 

L advance, is ftill to be found at Nantz. 


hopes, 
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hopes of foon\returhitig to our native cot 
try. Oneevening, when the coolnefs of the 
weather Kad invited my camels to ftray fur- 
ther than ufual, I was obliged to follow them 
to a neighbouring hamlet. Heaven! whata 
horrible fpectacle met my eyes ! the wretched 
Captain, fcarcelÿy to be known but by the 
colour ‘of his body, was ftretched out upon 
the fand. He had in his mouth one of his 
hands, which his extreme weaknefs had 
doubtlefs prevented him from gnawing. Hun= 
ger had fo disfigured him, that his corpfe 
was frightful to bebo! d; all his features were 

abfolutely obliterated. | 
A few days after thé fecond Captain, une 
able any longer to fupport his exceffive weak- 
nefs, féll fenfelefs under a gum tree, where 
he lay expofed to the attacks of an enormous 
ferpent. The famifhed ravens, hovering 
| over their prey, frightened away the venom- 
dus animal with the noife of their cries, and 
darting on the body of the defencelefs victim, 
immediately began their voracious repatt. 
Four of the favages, {till more cruel than 
-thefe ferocious birds of prey, witnefled this 
nee {cene with indifference, and without 
| D d making 
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_ making the leaft effort to afford affiftance té 
the: unhappy fufferer. I ran towards the 
fpot, encouraged by the hope that my endea- 
vours to fave him might not-prove altogether — 
ineffectual, when I was ftopped by thefe bar- 
barians, who infulted me by faying, ‘‘ That 
Chriftian is about to be burnt in the flames.” 
I turned from this place of horror, without 
knowing whither I went, and infenfbly fol- 
lowed my camels and fheep, whom,it would 
have been impoflible for me to condu& to the 
fold. My agitation was extreme; involun- 
tary tears flowed apace, and the moft alarm- 
ing apprehenfions awakened the keeneft fenfe 
of forrow in my breaft.. On my arrival at 
the tent, I was infenfible to every thing 
around me, imagination ftill prefenting to | 
my view the devouring animals bearing away 
the mangled flefh of my. unfortunate com 
panion. My mafter, ftruck with the wald- 
nefs of my afpect, eagerly enquired, the 
caufe. “Go,” replied I, ‘a little diftange 
from hence, go and contemplate what thy 
cruelty, er by that of thy wife, has been 
the means of producing. ‘Thou haft fuffered 
my pine in mifery to expire, by inhu- 
| manly 
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‘thanly refufing him the fmall quantity of 
milk neceflary for fubfiftence, becaufe his 
emaciated condition and ill ftate of health 
rendered him incapable of working any lon- 
ger. Reduced to this fituation, it was your 
duty, it was your intereft, to cherifh him, 
and adminifter to his affliction fuch comfort 
‘as you had power to beftow.’? When I had 
done fpeaking to. my mafter, I endeavoured 
to conceal my tears, which, had they been 
obferved, would only have excited the laugh- 
ter of thefe monfters, who infultingly de- 
fired me to go and feek for the blood-ftained 
girdle of the wretched victim of their barba- 
rity. Fired with indignation at fo deteftable 
a propofition, my heart fickened ; and the 
fern which the urgent calls of hunger had 
forced me to eat, occafioned the moft painful 
-vomitings, followed by an almoft univerfal 
laffitude. I had however ftrength enough to 
retire behind a bufh, where I found another 
of my unfortunate countrymen. He afked 
me the caufe of my uneafinefs, and whether 
I had feen Baudré ? ‘** He is at no great dif- 
tance,’ anfwered I; for I could not, neither © 
was I willing to tell him any thing further ; 
de | D d 2 ron DUR 
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but the fifter of our mafter, whe brought hint 
his milk, faid, ‘ Do you know that at this 
moment the ravens are devouring the entrails 
of Baudré? A fimilar fate awaits you, for you 
are fcarcely good for any thing elfe.” Not- 
withftanding my extreme weaknefs, I could 
willingly have replied to this tygrefs, but was 
reftrained by the fear of ftill more agitating 
the feelings of my comrade. Had my cou- 
rage allowed me to difclofe poor Baudré’s fate 
on firft obferving him, I might perhaps have 
foftened the recital of his melancholy cataf- 
trophe ; but it was now too late, and I could 
only accord with the overflowings of his fym- 
pathetic tendernefs, by mingling my tears 

with thofe which fell from him. | 
My health, which had hitherto miracu- 
loufly fuftained me under the fevereft pref-_ 
fures of difficulty and difeafe, now yielded - 
to their painful inflictions, arid every day an- 
nounced frefh fymptoms of its rapid decline. 
Already, like the poifonous reptiles of this 
inhofpitable climate, I had twice caft my — 
{kin ; but the pungency of my grief was in- 
creafed by the third change, finding my body 
covered, if I may be allowed the expreflion, 
with 
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with a kind of fcurf or fcale, refembling the 
natural coating of the Arabs. My feet, mi- 
ferably wounded by thorns, afforded but a 
tottering fupport to my exhaufted body ; and 
the wanton cruelty of their favage diverfion, 
in frequently fetting dogs to purfue me, from 
whofe jaws I could never extricate myfelf 
before I had felt the feverity of their fangs, 
all contributed to my incapacity of longer 
tending the camels. But, to compleat my 
misfortune, towards the end of February and 
beginning of March, the exceflive heats had 
dried up the water we found in the canton, 
and not a drop of rain had fallen to nourifh 
the ground which I had tilled and fown. As 
pafturage for our cattle could no longer be 
found, they were on the point of perifhing, 
when the two tribes of the Labdeffeba and 
_ Ouadelims, after having held feparate delibe- 
rations, refolved to go in fearch of lands oc- 
cupied by a more induftrious people than 
themfelves. 

The Ouadelims carried their ravages as far 
as Gouadnum, three hundred leagues diftant 
from the place of our encampment. Several 
hordes af the Labdeffeba, of a lefs roving dif- 

Dd3 -pofition, 
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pofition, flaid behind; and as their numbers 
were inconfiderable, they found fubfftence 
for their flocks in the neighbouring cantons. 
They killed and eat feveral fheep, and conti: 
nued living in this manner till the end of 
the uaa month, the period deftined for 
our departure from the deferts, where the 
moft frightful mifery menaced the idee 
sh babieare 
Such was the fad fituation of things, oa 
by chance we met an Arab, who had a Chrif- 
tian flave in his fuite, whom I recolleéted ta 
have been the baker belonging to our veflel. 
The Arab offered to fell nia to my matter at 
a very low price ; and the latter, who cons 
cerned himfelf very little as to the means of 
our fupport, readily offered a camel for this 
new flave. ‘The bargain being concluded, he 
was charged with ite work of my ufual em- 
ployment. The interval of leifure I derived 
from this relief, contributed in fome meafure 
to the recovery of my ftrength. The un- 
happy baker will dearly purchafe his fubfift- 
ence ; but I will not anticipate the impending 
mifer y of his condition. — | 
After having eaten up all the fnails vilioh 
were 
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were found in our circuit, we lived upon the 
carcafes of fhecp who either died of hunger 
_ or difeafe. But thefe cafualties not adequately 
fupplying our neceflities, we came to the re- 
folution of {mothering feveral young kids in 
tlie night time, knowing that our matters 
_would reject their carcafes, as their law does 
not permit them to eat the flefh of any ani- 
gal that has not expired under the knife. 

By our frequent ‘recourfe to this artful ex- 
pedient, death became common among our 
flocks, and it was obferved that thofe kids 
which appeared the moft healthy in the even- 
ing when they were affembled, were gene- 
rally found dead on the following morn- 
ing, This circumftance awakening the fuf- 
picion of our matters, we were at lene dif- 
-covered in the commiffion of the fat. We 
however efcaped punifhment, though not 
without great abufe, and the intimidating 
menaces of death, fhould we be again found 
guilty of fimilar offences. It was therefore 
neceflary for us to concert new means for 
our fupport. Thanks to my good conftitu- 
tion, I foon recovered ftrength enough to 
enable me to make faggots, whieh I had not 
| D da | the 
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the leaft difficulty in difpofing of, it being 
the cuftom of this country not to extinguifh — 
the fire during the night, and the women, — 
to whom the care of the family is configned, . 
being too idle to cyt wood for themfelves. 
By this little traffic my own mifery, as well 
as that of poor M. Devoife, who was then 
very ill, were confiderably alleviated. 
One morning, when I was preparing to 
purfue my daily occupation, my unfortunate 
friend, in a hollow and enfeebled yoice, ad- 
dreffed me thus :—‘* The flattering illufion 
can no more fuftain : till now the enlivening 
hope of again feeing my natiye country, 
gleamed a ray of comfort to my mind amidft 
the horrors of flavery, the pain of hunger, 
and the affliction of difeafe. But, alas! in 
vain; exhaufted Nature forewarns me of a 
more awful change; and this evening, my 
friend, (for well you deferve that name) fhall 
you find me within the icy arms of Death. 
Fly, my dear Briffon, fly this hateful abode; - 
Jet the vigour of your mind be exerted to fa- 
cilitate the means of your efcape, and regain 
the liberty you have loft. You may yet be 
the happy poffeffor of an enviable ftate, and 
: | | your 
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your prefent fufferings but heightem the feli- 
city of future enjoyment; and in that laft 
moment when I refign my foul to Heaven’s« 
protection, fhall my prayers be offered for 
your fafe return to the embraces of your dif- 
confolate family. Adieu, my friend; the 
tears you labour to fupprefs are additional 
proofs of your attachment. Write to my — 
brother; tell him that with my laft breath 
I mentioned his name, and died, as we had 
lived, in the true principles of Chriftianity, 
Farewell—my end is nearer than I thought 
—I die.”’—And, to my unfpeakable forrow, 
at that inftant he refigned his breath, and 
terminated his fufferings. 

Some children witnefling the caufe of my 
diftrefs, eagerly reported it throughout the 
hamlet. .My matter’s fifter came to the 
place, but quickly retired, laughing heartily, 
and obferving with the moft perfet indiffe- 
rence, that his portion of milk would be 
faved. Several neighbours, who I thought 
were moved to compañlion by my groans, 
wifhed me to leave the body of the deceafed. 
| They offered me milk, but at the fame time 
unfeelingly derided my grief. «* Wherefore,” 

| {aid 
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faid I, “ do you condemn thefe tribntary 
tears to the memory of my departed friend? — 
How often have I feen you, in circumftances 
lefs affeGting than mine, roll yourfelves in the 
duft, and your eyes bathed in tears, yield to 
all the pungency of bitter grief and unavail- 
ing forrow ? Do you imagine we are lefs 
gifted with the tender feelings of humanity ?. 
Undeceive yourfelves ; in trouble we are all 
friends and brethren.” Here I ceafed fpeak- 
ing, it being impoffible for me to continue 
longer i in He prefence of thefe beings, who 
arfiered only in fhape from the favage tyrants 
of the wood, aud were infinitely more to be 
dreaded. 

Although I hac only enjoyed the acquaint- 
ance of M. Devoif* fince our departure from 
France, the gentlenefs of his difpofition, the 
evennéfs of his temper, and perhaps {ti!l more 
the fimilarity of our fituation, had linked us 
fo clofely in the bonds of friendfhip, that I 
moft feelingly deplore? his lofs, I now re- 
joined my only furviving companion in the 
fields, with whom I went to tend the flocks, 
a talk which fiom the {Sarcity of pafturage 
became more troublefome: every day. 


On 
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On our return, we were ordered to dig a 
very deep grave, to hide, as the Arabs termed 
it, the remains of this Chriftian from the 
fight of their children. We performed this 
laft fad duty with much forrow and diffi- 
culty; for being too weak to carry the body, 
we were obliged to drag it by the feet near 
three-quarters of a league ; and fome part of 
the earth I had thrown up round the grave 
having given way, I fell in firft, and sheesh 
I out have expired under the wei she: of 
my lifelefs comrade. 

À few days after this melancholy ¢ event, we 
quitted the fituation we then occupied, and 
travelled in fearch of a more fertile fpot. We 
encamped in the neighbourhood of different 
tribes, where I met ASE one of our failors, 
named Denoux, a flave as well as myfelf. I 
afked him what were become of his compa- 
nions ? f Six of them,” anfwered he, ‘ who 
were carried away foon after our fhipwreck 
by the fon of the Emperor, are gone back to 
France. M. Taffaro, head furgeon, died in 
confequence of fome blows he received on 
the head. The Sieur Raboin, fecond Lieu- 
tenant, died alfo in the moft excruciating 

| agonies ; 
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agonies ; and the reft have changed their re. 
_ligion, as the only alternative they had to 
. preferve themfelves from perifhing through 
want. For myfelf, Sir, as I daily experience 
the moft cruel treatment, like the two firft 
gentlemen, I muft foon fall a victim to the 
brutahty of my matter.” ‘* Alas! unfortu- 
nate youth,” replied I, ‘ do not indulge 
thefe melancholy forebodings. If it is indeed 
true that fix of your companions have re- 
gained their native country, our fituation will 
foon be made known to the Minifter, from 
whofe humanity we have every reafon to 
hope the moft vigorous exertions will be made 
in our favour; and I already begin to flatter 
myfelf our fufferings will not be of long du- 
ration.” 
Indeed I have fince learnt, that on the firft 
intelligence of our fhipwreck, the Marfhall 

de Caftries iffued the moft prefling orders in 
our behalf; but the Vice-Conful, M. Mure, 
to whom thefe orders were addrefled, inftead 
of fulfilling the benevolent inftruétions of his 
patron, only paid his court to the Emperor of 
Morocco and his officers, on whom he la- 
vifhed many confiderable prefents, at the ex- 
pence of the Court of France, 
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Had not the feelings of this agent been 
blunted by the length of his refidence, and 
affociation with the barbarians of this coun- 
try, he might eafily have releafed us from 
our captivity, either by difpatching an Arab 
to Gouadnum, or employing a Jew merchant, 
who for the fum of 100 piaftres (590 livres) 
would have travelled throughout the Defert, 
and confequently for a much lefs fum would 
have vifited thofe places bordering on Mo- 
rocco. As foon as his appointment to bring 
the Chriftian flaves from Mogador fhould 
have been known, the Arabs would have re~ 
forted thither from all parts, knowing that 
the ranfom of their flaves could be here laid 
out to advantage in the purchafe of barley 
and wheat, which is to be found in great 
abundance at St. Croix de Barbarie. The 
negligence of the Vice-Conful, however, 
prolonged our misfortunes; for the Arabs 
were very unwilling to undertake fo long and 
perilous a journey, while any doubt remained 
of obtaining the object of their purfuit. 

The Sieur Mure contented himfelf with 
‘affuring the Minifter, that he had caufed the 
moft diligent fearch to be made, and that the 

| utmoft 
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utmoft exértion fhould be ufed to obtain loué 
liberty. His condué on this occafion is fo 
truly reprehenfible, that, without confidef- 
ing myfelf as a detraétor, but feeling as a 
Frenchman, a man of honour, and a-friend to 
humanity, I hold it my duty to expofe him 
to his fuperiors. 

Turning with difguft from a conduét fo 
marked eh its tur Le with what different 
fenfations do I record the names of Meff. 
Déprat and Cabanes, merchants at Mogador; 
on whofe charaéters eulogy itfelf would fall 
far fhort of defert ! and to. whofe humanity 
and patriotifm France is indebted for the re- 
demption of the greateft part of her captive 
fons. ‘The very extenfive trade thefe gentle- 
men carry on with the inland countries has 
gained them efteem in the different cities as 
well as in the capital. Had their ideas been 
adopted, what mifery and want would there 
not have been prevented ! With them I am 
inclined to believe, that it is the duty of the 
Conful-General to intereft himfelf in the re- : 
covery of his unfortunate countrymen who 
may be fhipwrecked on this coatt. 

But to return to my narration. ‘The con 
Ser verfation 
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verfation I had had with the failor funk deep 
in my mind; nor could I conceive, that with 
the means to put a period to our fufferings, 
we fhould be fo totally abandoned by thofe 
who ought to protect us. Loft in contem- 
plation on this fubje&, I arofe from behind a 
bufh, and was aftonifhed to fee my matter’s 
camels returning without their keeper. It 
was already late, and as I faw nothing of my 
poor comrade, when 1 was. called to receive 
my portion, of milk, I afked what was become | 
of him? They replied coldly, and drove me 
away. The fullen countenances of my matter 
and his wife awakened all my fears for the 
fafety of the poor baker, and I impatiently 
waited the return of day to inform myfelf of 
his fate. In the morning a young herdfman 
acquainted me, that Sidy Mahammet having 
for fome time paft fufpected the baker to be 
suilty of fucking milk from the camels, had 
watched, and dete@ing him in the fa, im- 
mediately feized him by the throat, and 
ftrangled him. ‘Be very careful,” added 
the youth, for if a Chriftian only touches 
the paps of our cattle, they are deemed impure, 
and. the proprietor, or any other Arab, is at 

liberty: 
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liberty to punifh the offender with death. TI 
apprize you of this that you may- not confit 
a fimilar crime.” | 

Being unwilling to believe the exiftence of 
-fuch cruelty even among thefe monfters, I 
ran to the tent, ‘and afked for an explanation 
of what the youth had juft imparted to me. 
A general filence confirmed the truth, ‘and 
filled me with rage and indignatioit. ‘Thé 
brother-in-law of my matter, the only perfon 
who on this occafion exprefled even a fentis — 
ment of compaffion, addrefled Sidy Maham- 
met in thefe terms : 

€ Why would you not fell me thefé flaves 
when I propofed to purchafe them from you? 
What pleafure or advantage have you derived : 
from thofe you have already fo miferably de- 
ftroyed ? And why treat fo cruelly the only 
one now left? You argue that he merits re 
fpe&, for you fafpest him to be the King: 
Methinks the riches you have obtained er 
him fhould induce you to treat him with gens 
tlenefs and refpect.” 

The latter reproach awakeried the jealousy 
. of all prefent, who unanimoufly undertook 
my defence. Sidy Sellem was the fole per 
| fon 
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fon “who {pdke, through benevolence, the 
reft not chufing to deliver their fentiments | 
- after him, in compliment to his age and his 
riches. ‘This was the fame Sidy Seltem of 
the tribe of La Rouffy, who had behaved fo 
kindly to us after our fhipwreck, and pre- 
dicted that I fhould one day ‘repent the re- 
jection of a propofal he had made to purchafe. 
me. || ti 

I was now the only flave in the hamlet, 
nor had I any perfon to whom I could dif- 
clofe my griefs; my fituation daily became 
‘more deplorable, notwithftanding I refolved 
to bear it with fortitude. ‘I will meet dan- 
gers with firmnefs,” faid I; ‘ until now I 
have furmounted the greateft fatigues, my 
health is yet {trong enough to encounter frefh 
ones, I will therefore fupport them with 
courage; perhaps Providence may now ceafe 

to-opprefs me.”’ | 
This refolution, and the behaviour I 
adopted towards thofe who would have hu- 
miliated me, gained me a fort of confidera- 
tion among the favages, fo that they permit- 
ted me at times to remain in the back part of 
their tents, and often to drink'out of their 
Ee veflels. 
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veflels. My mafter no longer employed mé 
to keep his camels; it is true he ceafed to 
{peak of liberty ; but if he had, his perfidy 
was fo well known to me, that I could have 
no confidence or reliance on him. 

I found it neceffary to continue making up 
faggots, in order to procure myfelf a fabhit- 
ence, but thirft frequently threw me into 
the moft inconceivable agonies ; nor is it pof- 
fible to form an idea of the extremities to 
which it can reduce mankind, without having — 
firft fuftamed it. 

The Arabs themfelves were driven to the 
greateft diftrefs, feveral dying from hunger 
and thirft ; nor did the prefent feafon promife 
any fuccour, being the fourth in which the 
drought had deftroyed the harveft, ‘This ca- 
lamity fo embittered the minds of the diffe- 
rent tribes, that they were at perpetual va- 
riance, ftealin ¢ each other’s cattle, in order to 
dry the flefh ; milk was very fearce, and wa- 
ter more fo, as it is rarely to be found in the 
defert, except in the vicinity of the fea, where 
Gt is black, falt, corrupt and noifome, which 
difagreeable drink, and the want of pafturage, 
rates the Arab ever to keep: at a diftance 

from 
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from the coaft. Though in want of every 

kind of provifion, yet no one dared to feek it 
at a diftance. In this calamitous fituation, I 
was a melancholy witnefs of the {traits to 
which neceflity can reduce the human-race : 
the camels that were killed fupplied water 
to thofe Arabs who had not the means of 
procuring milk, they preferving with the ut- 
moft care the liquid they found in the fto- 
. mach of the flaughtered animal, prefling it 
from the dung. The water they thus pre- 
“erved was of a greenifh colour, and in which 
they frequently drefled their meat; that 
drawn from the ftomach of the goats had a 
_ tafte of fennel and a {weet fmell, nor did the 
broth made therewith tafte difagreeable ; but 
that procured from the camel was much lefs 
pleafing to the appetite. What appeared 
really aitonifhing to me was, that thofe beatts, 


who drink but two or three times in the : 


year and live on very dry food, contain a 
prodigious quantity of water in the ftomach, 
particularly the camel. 

Providence had not yet abandoned me, and 
fill preferved a life which I wifhed to ter- 
minate, by expofing myfelf to the dangers of 
| Lez | | war 3 


oe: 
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war; exiftence was painful, and wifhing to 
fhorten its period, I afked leave of my matter 
to repair to the {pot where his flocks were 
feeding, that joining with the inhabitants, I 
might affift in defetiding them ftom pillage: 


My offer was accepted; he gave me the ca+ 


' 


‘mel on which he rode and a piftol, being the 


only one he pollefied, praying Heaven for the 
fafety of his beaft and the fuccefs of his party. 


I departed, accompanied by a relation of my 


mafter’sy and arrived with my conduétor into 
the midft of the warriors, who'appeared to 
me in the greateft diforder. I knew» not 
whether they were flying,. or were encoun- 
tered hand to hand; as I could diftinguifh no- 
thing but a confufed heap of men enveloped — 
in a cloud of duft, nor could I conceive how 
they recognized friends from.foes.. My ca- 


“mel, who doubtlefs was not accuftomed to 


fuch expeditions, marched flowly towards the 
enemies fire. My conduéter was foon fepa- 
rated from me, and I faw him almoft inftantly 
drop, aoe a fhot which pierced his brain, 
My camel being’ feared, plunged with ‘the 
and at length threw mé at - 
im, on ati hillock of-fands 

an 
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an Arab immediately attacked me, fired, but 
miffed me, when faddenly receiving a wound 
himfelf, he fell at my feet. A fecond in- 
ftantly took his place, advancing towards me 
with his poignard, ready to pierce my heart, 
when by a miracle, as he raifed his arm to 
ftrike the blow, his weapon entangled in his 
turban, which floated loofe on his:fhoulders : 
I profited by this accident, ftriking him with 
the butt end of my: piftol, fo that he fell 
fenfelefs before me. This was the only ufe 
I could make of my weapon, having no am- 
munition but what it contained, and already 
twice-miffing fire. : Thefe:aécidents.are very 
common, as the arms and powder are equally 
bad, a circumftance which caufes the Arabs 
_ battles to be foon decided, the greateft injury 
they do being ithe tearing each other’s faces 
with their nails, and fome wounds. given 
with their poignards. ‘The camels, accuf- 
tomed to thefe combats, mingle in the con- 
fufion, lowing, biting, and difperfing the ene- 
mies more {peedily than even armed men 
could effet. | 
- The: battle ended, feveral of our Arabs 
game to me, faying, I. was good, good; they. 
: TN being 
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being perfuaded that I had killed three men, 
when in reality 1 had only wounded one; — 
however I left them in their error, taking 
care to unload my piftol to favour the deceit. 

‘4 Since Fate continues to fpare me,” faid 
I, ‘* what fhould I fear to attempt !” I then 
formed the project to efcape, firft taking 
from my mafter all the jewels I had before 
given him. With thefe I purpofed to go 
over to another tribe, reafoning with myfelf 
in this manner—Any Arab who I may chance 
to meet, will be glad to accompany me to 
‘Morocco for the reward I can offer. This 
projet appeared to me excellently devifed, 
though I neither knew the road nor the dan- 
gers 1 might have to encounter. I therefore 
haftened to put it in execution, concealing 
the whole of the property in a hole:till the 
next day, when I intended to endeavour to 
procure myfelf fome covering to defend me 
from the cold. | 

Sidi Mahammed was not long before he 
difcovered the lofs of his treafure; he ran 
immediately to the thicket where I was, em- 
ploying prayers, threats, and carefles, to ob-. 
tain reftitution of his wealth, and yet more 

particularly 
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particularly to entreat me not to divulge his 
poflefling it to any perfon. ‘I fwear to 
thee by Mahomet,” faid he, ‘* and by every 
thing 1 refpeét moft, that I will have thee 
immediately conduéted to Mogador, and alfo 
to give thee liberty the firft opportunity. Re- 
turn me, I prithee, what thou before gaveñt 
me; fhould my wife, who is ready to be de- 
livered, hear of my misfortune, it would af- | 
fect her too deeply, the would lofe her infant, 
nay, perhaps her life; think what evils this 

action of thine may caufe.”’ 7 
~The rhetoric of Sidi Mahammed would 
have been of little effect, had I not refleéted, 
that during the night, if I attempted to 
efcape, it was very poffible that I might fall 
into the hands of {ome wretch too poor to un- 
_dertake fo long a journey, and who willing 
to poflefs my property, might difpofe of me 
with his dagger. T'hele ideas determined me 
to relinquifh it, and I pretended to be affected 
by his entreaties, though I refolved to keep 
the afcendance his fears gave me over him; 
I therefore informed him, that if he did not 
keep his word, I woulda fecond time deprive 
him of all which I now returned. He re- 
| * RONE newed 
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newed his oaths, promifing to give me in fu 
ture, evening and morning, a portion of milk. 
He kept his word, but was careful of quit- 
ting me, fearful that his neighbours, or par- 
ticularly his relations, with whom I fre- 
quently was, fhould be informed of what I 
had atchieved, and that he fhould a fecond 
time be deprived of his dear cafket, and never 
more be able to regain it. | 
I now began to believe he fincerely sitio 
to be rid of me, and Heaven furnifhéd the 
means I had fo long wifhed for. Chance 
conduéted me to the fpot which I had fo 
often watered with my tears. Sidi Mou- 
hammet, Sherif of the tribe of Trargea, 
_faw me, afked who I was, and was foon in- — 
formed, as well alfo of what I had told them 
I poffefied at Senegal, in powder, guns, &c. 
The Sherif inftantly called, and afked me 
what fituation I filled at the Tle St. Louis ? 
which queftion being anfwered, he obferved 
me nearly, exclaiming, ‘* Art thou Briffon ?”? 
‘© Alas! it is too true 1 am that unfortunate.” 
He exprefled much aftonifhment, adding to 
the Arabs, ‘* Do you not know this Chri 
tian? All at Senegal appertains to him: 
| pu 
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This man, who had feen mé give orders for 
the delivery of goods out of the King’s ma- 
gazine, having imagined they belonged to: 
myfelf. The brother-in-law of my matter, 
encouraged: by this information, immediately 
purchafed me, giving five camels for his bar- 
gain. I was ignorant of this agreement, 
when one day I was ftruck with aftonifhment 
. and joy. On returning with my mafter from 
watering the camels, his wife commanded me 
to carry into a neighbouring tent a leathern 
bucket which had been lent her. Sidi Sel- — 
lem, of whom I have before frequently fpo- 
ken, was there; he called to me, faying, I 
muft prepare to depart with him on the mor-. 
row for Mogador. I had been fo often flat- 
tered with this hope, and my expeétation fo 
frequently difappointed, that I could not 
perfuade myfelf he {poke truth. Several 
Arabs who were prefent, affured me it was 
really intended, and the old man protefting 
it fill more firmly, I threw my felf at his feet, 
weeping, fobbing, and alternately laughing, 
unmindful of every confideration but the joy 
I felt at the information I had received, They 
muft know the worth of liberty who can feel, 


or 


El 
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or form any adequate idea of the pleafure Y 
experienced when I learnt my chaines were to: 
_ be broken. 

My former patron called to inform me, 
that J no longer appertained to him, ‘* I keep 
my promife,”’ faid he, *‘ thou wilt again fee 
thy native country.” At this moment I for- 
got all my former refentment in the rapture 
of the prefent expectation ; a pleafure which. 
was doubled, when they informed me I 
fhould have a travelling companion, whom. 
they added was but a fhort diftance from us. 
Judge my furprize, when I found in this 
companion the unfortunate baker. 1 afked 
him by what miracle he was rifen from the 
dead? ‘* Alas!” replied he, fit is a miracle 
that I am not really fo; Sidi Mahammed one 
day found me milking the fhe-camel; he ran 
inftantly upon me, griping me fo hard by the 
throat, and giving me fuch fevere blows, that: 
I fell fiscal at she feet, I was much afto- 
nifhed, on my recovery, to find myfelf alone, 
with my throat bathed in blood; even now 
the marks of his nails ftill remain. I drag- 
ged myfelf as well as 1 could into the aper- 
ture of a rock, from whence J heard echo fee. 

veral 
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veral times repeat the voice of my barbarous 
mafter, who had returned to feek.me, and 
now called me loudly ; doubtlefs curiofity of 
what could have become of me was a {trong 
motive, as he muft neceflarily imagine he left 
me expiring. I determined not to anfwer, 
being refolyed either to die of hunger, or 
gain the fea-coaft, hoping there to difcover 
fome veflel. In effect I reached it in ten 
days, having, during that time no nourifh- 
ment but fnails, nor any drink but my own 
urine. The fight of a {mall fifhing veffel, 
which Jay at an anchor near land, redoubled 
my ftrength, and I ran haftily towards the 
fhore, hoping by my fignals to engage the 
captain to fend his boat to my relief; but I 
had hardly advanced a few dteps between the 
rocks which furround the coaft, when I was 
fuddenly feized by two young Arabs*, who 
dragged me to fome diftance from the fhore. 


The diftrefs I felt at finding myfelf in their 


* The Arabs who inhabit the coaft live entirely on their 
fithery ; and though they are extremely poor, are much 
lefs ferocious than thofe who live in the interior parts, 
which laft mentioned hold the former in the utmoft con- 
tempt. | 


| power, 
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power, the grief I fuftained from failing in 
my enterprize, added to the extreme hunger 
I experienced, had doubtlefs overcome me, 


had they not immediately afforded me fome — 
fuccour. From that day they became my. 


matters, and employed me to keep their goats, 
they having no other flocks, nor any other 


means of exiftence except fifhing ; yet are . 
much more gentle and laborious than the 


Arabs who live in the interior parts. About 
fifteen days ago, they informed me they were 
going to conduct me to the Sultan, and as 


they have brought me hither, I fuppofe this 


is the rendezvous agreed on with your maf- 
ter, when they informed him they had taken 
me. 


& LT often wifhed,” continued he, # that. 


you had been with me, as you would cer- 


tainly have been lefs unhappy, for I had no 


reafon of complaint againft thefe people. I 


haye frequently heard them fpeak of you, for 
your name appears well known to them*, 


* The jewels 1 had given to Sidi Mahammet had fo 
greatly raifed my reputation among thefe hordes, that the 


travelling Arabs who paffed through that part of the country ~ 
ufed to afk my companions in diftrefs which of us was 


Briffon. 
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Now we are re-united, what is next to be 
done with us? Is it true that we are to be 
conduéted to the Emperor of Morocco ?” 

Having heard the information of the baker, 
I replied, that we in effe& were going to de- 
part for Morocco, that we had a long journey 
to undertake. ‘ We fhall have much to 
fuffer,” faid 1, “if we are obliged to follow 
. the camels; neither can I tell how we muft 
fubfift, as there will not be any female:ani- 
mals to afford us milk. I much-fear we fhall 
be obliged to beg. from hamlet to hamlet, 
. which will greatly prolong our journey.” 
The next day the inhabitants of the tribe of 
Trargea affembled round Sidi Sellem, making 
along prayer; after which they brought us 
a large pot of broth, compofed of the farinous 
part of fome wild grain, of which I believe [| 
have before fpoken ; they joined to this pro- 
vifion a large quantity of milk, and number- 
lefs wifhes for a profperous journey. 

Sidi Mahammet bid me adieu moft affec- 
tionately. 6 Farewel, Briflon,” faid he, 
thou art. about to undertake a long and 
wearifome journey ; thou wilt then be fen- 
fible I had reafon to dread expofing myieli to 

If. 
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it. I fincerely with thou mayft arrive in 
fafety, and that thy next voyage may be hap- 
pier than the laft. Adieu, do not forget to 
fend my wife fome fcariet cloth ; thou mayft 
give it to Sidi Sellem. Once more adieu, my 
friend Briffon.” The tears that accompanied 
thefe laft words might have impofed on me, 
had I not well known what a hypocrite I had 
to deal with; notwithftanding, the pleafure 
I felt in the idea of quitting him made me ex- 
prefs a fentiment of gratitude. I even pros 
mifed to fend what he afked for. He affifted 
me to get on a large camel, which the baker 
and myfelf were allowed to travel on, but 
which we were neceflitated to quit fome few 
days after; nor were we alone in this mis- 
fortune, for from want of pafturage, thefe 
animals were unable to proceed with any 
luggage. In this country they are not equal | 
to much fatigue ; befides, the want of faddles 
would have prevented our making ufe of thofe 
beafts for any length of time. We were 
therefore obliged to walk during the remain- 
der of our journey. What agonies did I fuf- 
tain from the fand getting into the wounds in 
my feet, the pain of wi was momentarily 
augmented 
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augmented by thorns; frequently did I fall 
without the hope of ever more being able to 
rife; to add to our fatigue, we were often 
obliged to wander from the direct road to 
colle our camels, who from wearinefs lina 
gered behind ; at other times we were obliged 
to encreafe our fpeed far beyond our ftrength, 
in order to avoid hordes whom we Hbtiahe 
dangerous. 

One day, alas! the ad dub of that 
. melancholy day will ever remain engraven on 
my memory, we reached a valley, which the 
rain lately fallen had covered with verdure, 
_ In this place my mafter determined to ftop, 
that his almoft famithed beafts might graze 3 
himfelf afcending a high mountain which 
bounded the valley, and from whence he 
could fee the beatts feed that he was taking 
to the city for fale. I followed, and at length 
pafled him, firmly believing it was the road 
we were to purfue. What confirmed me in 
this opinion was, that the old man let me 
continue my walk without oppofition, and 
that I alfo difcovered a beaten path before 
mé, When I arrived at the fummit, I went 
a little afide from the path to clean my long 

Rains 
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beard, which, notwithftanding my utmoft 
care, was full of vermin. I had paffed near 
an hour in the thicket, when finding none of — 
our travellers approach, I returned to the top 
of the mountain. But, good Heaven! what 
was my furprize, when I difcovered no one, 
nor knew what road they had taken, or what 
path to purfue ; for as a number of hordes 


bad encamped on this {pot for the purpofe of 


feeding their éattle, an infinity of paths led 
to it. Thus fituated I could devife no means © 
but calling loudly on Sidi Sellem ; at length 
I difcovered at a diftance four or five Arabs, 
who advanced towards me. I haftened to 
meet them, firmly believing them to be my 
own people, but foon recognized my error, 
for one of the moft powerful of thefe barba- 
rians, accompanied by a great dog, feized me, 
the Arab inftantly knocking me down by a 
blow which he ftruck me on the head with 
the flat of his fabre, and the others immedi- 
ately joining him,*-dragged me into a defile 
of the rock, which led to their afylum. 
Behold my hopes of liberty for ever extin- 
guifhed in the expectation of a more cruel 
flavery than I had yet experienced! I was. 


loft 
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Loft 7 in thefé melancholy reflections; when 
the barbarians gained a flope, which led to.a 
cavity, where doubtlefs they intended con- 
cealing mé, but coming to a fudden open- 
ing, I difcover ed j in a valley below the moun- 
tain, our flock and little caravah, which con- 
tained about twenty perfons ; defpair gave 
me ftrength; and making à fudden nt I 
efcaped ar theft aactahes, running preci- — 
_ pitately towards my old man, Sidi save for 
refuge, while the vagabonds, alarmed at our 
fuperior numbe?, took to flight. 

1 was feverely vepuenatides by my matter, 
who defited that in future I would be careful 
not to quit them ; 3 on my part, I complained 
that he had not informed me that the path 
which he faw me take, was not that himfelf 
intended to purfué ; and that alfo he had con- 
tinued his journey; without ealling or caufing 
me to be fought after. He replied, that he 
_ intended to have takeri the fame path, but had 
been obliged to defcend into the valley, to 
collect the camels, who having been fo long 
deprived of hérbage; had ftrayed from each 
other in grazing: ‘I had juft gathered them 
together,” aiid he, ‘ and was purfuing 
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path to join thee, when the found of thy 
‘voice gave me notice of your danger, and of 
that I ran myfelf; but I could not expofe my. 
camels, or hazard my life to deliver thee. 
We have no time to lofe; let us haften from 
this fpot, where I am in as much peril as 
thyfelf.” 

During the fpace of the fix following 
hours, we redoubled our fpeed, taking alfo a 
contrary road, that we might deceive our ene- 
mies fhould they purfue us; neither had we 
any food until the evening of the fecond day, 
being forty-eight hours without any nourifh- 
ment but fome handfuls of wild endive, which 
I gathered in the fatal valley. | 

At day-break we continued our journey, 
crofling {ome mountains which led us to a 
“plain covered with calcined ftones, greatly re- 
fembling the coal that has been burnt in our 
forges; thefe ftones in fome places were 
over{pread with a whitifh earth, on which lay - 
‘the trunks of large trees, apparently torn up 
by the roots, and entirely ftripped of their 
bark, the branches being brittle as glafs, and 
twifted like cordage. The wood was of a 
yellow colour, refembling the liquorice, and 

the 
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the interior patt of the trunks full of a coarfe 
harfh powder, all appearing to announce that 
fome extraordinary revolution of nature had * 
reduced them to that ftate. I was curious to 
difcover whether the wood had not a tafte 
of fulphur, but to my furprize, the wood, 
the ftunes, and even the duft which was in- 
clofed inthe trunks of the trees, were all 
equally devoid of tafte or fmell. 

On proceeding, we arrived at fome moun- 
tains of fuch prodigious height, that they ap- 
peared piled on each other, and which, in 
fome places being torn afunder, formed tre- 
mendous precipices ; others overhanging their 
bafe, feemed fufpended in air, and appeared 'to 
threaten’ the ‘traveller with annihilation.— 
Some, from concuflions in nature, had been 
‘dafhed violently together, leaving immenfe 
apertures. The furrounding vallies were alfo 
_ environed'by rocks, whofe craggy mafles were. 
no lefs tremendous. In fhort, as far as the 
eye could reach, it was a long chain of moun- 
tains, from whofe enormous height huge 
fragments were continually detaching them- 
felves, and which dafhing from point to point, 
were: reduced to aor before they reached. 
the bottom, 
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On the other fide were two fprings; the 
one of which was black, muddy, and of a 
fulphureous fmell ; the other, feparated from 
the firft by a fand-bank of the width of fif- 
teen feet, was clear as cryftal. The tafte of 
both waters was tolerably pleafant, and the 
bottom of the {prings being covered with dif- 
ferent coloured pebbles, appeared very agree: ~ 
able to the fight. 

In this Ged obferved a fingularity, which 
I fubmit to my informed Readers. In a val< 
ley that appeared to me very narrow, from 
the clofenefs of the mountains that fur- 
rounded it, I difcovered through fome ca- 
verns, formed from the fall of prodigious 
pieces of rock that crofled each other, an 
immenfe flat, which aftonifhed me by the 
varieties it contained. ‘The earth appeared 
damp, and furrowed as though brooks had 
formerly ran in thofe channels; the edges 
of the furrows were covered with a thick 
coat of nitrous ificles, and even the furround- 
ing rocks overfpread with the fame, giving 
them the appearance of cafcades; large red 
roots and branches full of leaves refembling 
the laurel, filled up the crevices of the rock. 

Advancing 
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Advancing yet! farther towards the weft, I 
difcovered large heaps of ftones as white as 
alabafter, apparently piled on each other, and 
through which appeared the tops of palm-. 
trees, but whofe trunks were entirely buried 
therein, the ftones bearing a refemblance to 
thofe on the fea-fhore. ‘The dates, which 
are {cattered among the {ftones, plainly fhew, 
both by their colour and appearance, their 
antiquity, and are entirely deprived of their 
bark.. I broke one of them with my nails, 
in order to tafte it, and found it at once bit- 
ter and falt, but without fmell: thofe that 
were already broken, fell ta pieces on at- 
tempting to touch them, and the filaments 
that remained under the rind were covered 
with a falt powder as brilliant as cryftal. The 
roots that hung among the rocks were of a 
glutinous quality, and the rinds came off on 
the flighteft touch. I gathered feveral 
branches of wild Jaurel, from whence iffued 
a white liquid; a drop falling on my hand 
gave me great pain, took off the fkin, and 
left a black fpot, a circumftance that pre- 
vented my tafting it. In a word, the peb- 
bles, the beds of nitre, the overthrown palms, 

i ee and 


438 VOYAGES TO THE 


and others buried up to the top, the ‘flat COs 
vered with a fine falt, the appearance of the 
earth, the fhattered and craggy mountains, all 
announce, if Ï may venture my opinion, that 
formerly the foam of the fea reached this 
fpot. : 1 afked Sidi Sellem if we were far dif- 
tant from it, or if he had ever before ex- © 
plored this place ? He replied, that moft pro- 
bably we were the firft men who had done 
fo, that he imagined we were not far diftant 
from the fea, which he wifhed much to 
reach, as the coaft would direét him eaftward 
to a hord of Arabs, where he had friends who : 
had travelled to Mecca with him. . ‘ Make ~ 
thyfelf eafy,” faid he, ‘the fun is my 
guide, and will dire& me truly ; thou mayft 
therefore follow the camels with fafety.”” His 
affurances gave me hope, and’ infpired 
courage to fuftain my fatigues, though Len- . 
dured “thé moit excruciating pain from the fa- 
line duft penetrating into tlie wounds in my 
feet. But judge my pleafure and aftonifh- 
ment, when after two days journey I found. 
myfelf on the fea-fhore, and could contem- : 
plate the foaming waves beneath me. To- — 
wards the eaft, where I then was, the fea is 
limited 
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limited by immenfe rocks; on confidering — 
which, 1 relinquifhed the opinion that ever. 
the billows had rifen to fuch a prodigious 
height. ‘¢ Thefe rocks,” faid I, ‘ mutt 
have reftrained them.” I was loft in con- 
_ jeéture; but as I fimply mean to write a nar- 
rative of facts, philofophical differtations 
would be foreign to the fubject, 

After a few days journey, as we advanced 
toward Morocco, we croffed fome mountains 
no dlefs elevated than the firft ; thefe were 
covered with pebbles of different colours, as 
red, yellow, blue, and green. I likewife dif- 
covered, at a great diftance, prodigious fo- 
refts, a fight I had been a ftranger to during ~ 
the thirteen months I was in the defert.. I 
was aftonifhed to fee the trees adhering to 
the rocks, and appearing fufpended from 
them; the goats alfo purfuing each other, 
leaped the fteepeit precipices, and efcaped 
with inconceivable fwiftnefs when they dif- 
covered any perfon approach ; as {oon as one 
takes to flight all the reftinftantly follow. 

I remarked among feveral other trees, that 
one alone, which bears a leaf like our parfley, 
had fuffered from the thunder, | 

Pia. We 
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We were three days and four nights paf: 
fing thefe forefts, during which time we met 
no ‘alarm from the opie beafts who refort in 
the deferts of Africa ; doubtlefs their haunts 
are in the moft diftant parts of the eaft; but 
if fo, where can they find water ? | 
_ The farther we advanced the more my 
miferies decreafed, as we frequently met with 
fields of barley fit to be cut, among which I 
could fit and eat with a pleafure difficult to 
exprefs. Water was no longer fo fcarce, and 
we alfo often met with hamlets where we 
were well received ; ; even in fome of thefe 
which might have been dangerous to other 
travellers, "Sidi Sellem was retinal becaufe 
he had been to Mecca. Notwithftanding, the 
Arabs of the tribe of 'Telkoennes are held 1: 
the greateft confideration for hofpitality. 

After having receiv ved him with the cufto- 
mary honours due toa ftranger, at their ufual 
hour they brought him parame flour, and milk. 
What he left obra to me; and which, 
retiring toa diftance, I fhared with my new 
companion, the baker ; for in travelling, a 
Chriftian | (more par ticularly than at another | 
time) muft neither eat, drink, nor fleep near 


his 
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his mafter. One evening after abat I dug 
_ahollow in the fand, to lay me down in 
fhelter from the cold, wrapping the cloth I 
wore about my body on my head, to defend 
my eyes from the fand. I had hardly at- 
tempted to fall afleep when I heard the report 
of two guns very near me, and found myfelf 
inftantly feized. I tore the covering off my 
head; it was on fire, doubtlefs from the wad- 
ding of the gun. One of thofe who held me 
afked if I was wounded. ‘ No,” returned I, 
fé but what have I done to be thus treated ?°? 
$6 Sir,” replied he, ‘ follow us*.’’ My 
mafter, who had awoke at the report of the 
guns, ran to the place where he heard my 
voice, complaining of their behaviour to his 
flave, and their want of hofpitality to a per- 
fon like himfelf. The Arab mountaineer, 
replied with great arrogance, he was igno- 
rant that I appertained to him; that as he 
watched his flocks, feeing a man concealed in 


* J muft here obferve, that the language in the defert 
_ differs greatly from that fpoken in the capital. Sidi Sellem, 
. who was an informed man, was obliged to ufe many repe- 
titions, to enable the Effendi to underftand him, when he 


the 


queftioned him in the prefence of the Emperor, : 
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the fand, he took him for one of thofe nightly 
thieves who fteal their young goats. Sidi 
Sellem feigned to believe him, praifed his 
- geal, and refcued me from his hands. As 
foon as he thought all ft ll in the hamlet, he 
haftened to depart from a fpot, which might 
have proved as dangerous to himfelf as to 
mia, bu | | 
Thefe Arabs of the tribe of T'elkoennes — 
are the worit fituated of any I have feen in 
the deferts, livin gin the midft of mountains 
of fand which have been formed by the wind, | 
They may be truly faid to with to deprive 
themfelves even of the light of day, fo diffis 
cult is it to penetrate into their retreats, or 
to explore the way from them. The neigh 
bouring plains are infefted with enormous 
ferpents. Twas once witnefs of the alarm 
thefe reptiles give the camels, they haftening 
from them with the utmoft fpeed and fear, . 
caufing myfelf and the baker a great deal of 
trouble to colle& them again.  - | 
At length we approached the famous city 
of Gouadnum, of which I had fo often heard 
fpoken ; it was through the points of rock — 
that I difcovered at a diftance a city built on 
an 
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an elevation, and whofe environs announced 
a formidable fortification; but on a nearer 
view, I found the walls made of earth, and 
broken in feveral places ; fome inhabitants 
fhewed themfelves at the little windows on 
the houfe-tops, and were doubtlefs meditat- 
ing whether they could do us any injury. 
The chief of the town, informed that Sidi 
Sellem was at the head of our little caravan, 
came to meet us, followed by four negro 
flaves, who carried an umbrella made of 
palm leaves, which he prefented to him.— 
<¢ Ts that Gouadnum which I fee before me?” 
faidel es} No”? replied hes) “atsasufortodgasy 
bat; the city is farther on; thou mayft di- 
ftinguifh it at a diftance.” In effect we 
reached it in about two hours. 

This city is the refuge of all the rebellious 
Arabs of the different tribes, and is divided 
into two parts, the lower being governed by 
Sidi Adella, and the higher, which is not 
unlike fort Labat, by another commander. 
The houfes are all conftructed alike, being 
four large walls furrounding a Hotte 
fpace dE ground, thofe of the fame party 
living there thefe walls are very high, 

have 
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have but one entrance, nor any light but what 
comes from the roof, which is left uncovered. 
The door, which ferves for the whole circums 
ference is guarded by large dogs ; every inha- 
bitant alfo of the dwelling keeps one for his 
own fecurity; for without that caution, 
though inclofed in their own habitation, they 
would be pillaged by all their inmates, who 
might be bolder, or more dextrous than 
themfelves, 

I know not how to reconcile this general 
miftruft with the confiderable traffic which is 
carried on in this city. I faw two markets 
which were nothing inferior to the fairs in 
the French provinces, and though they cir- 
culate fpecie, the exchange of merchandize ~ 
is their principal object. I faw here very good 
woollen cloths, and particularly fome of a 
mixture of crimfon and white, which they 
ufe as cloathing. ‘Fhe dealers who purchafe 
to fell again in the interior parts, give camels 
in exchange, their ordinary profit being about. 
four hundred for one, and yet their gains on — 
this article is much lefsthan on wheat, dates, 
horfes, fheep, oxen, afles, gunpowder, to- _ 
bacco, combs, looking-elafies, ,and many 

| other 
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ether fmall articles, which are difficult to 
procure in the interior parts, the confumpe - 
tion being in the little towns, where there 
are days fixed for the fale of them. 

What is moft furprizing is, that fcarce any 
but Jews trade; they are notwithftanding 
expofed to the moft outrageous affronts. An 
Arab will fnatch the bread * from the hand 
of a Jew, enter his hut, and infift on his 
giving him a handful of tobacco, frequently 
accompanying the demand with a blow, and 
always with infolence, which the poor Jew 

_ fuffers with patience; it is true he recom- 
penfes himfelf by his fkill in difpofing of his 
merchandize, and the art with which he de- 
ceives the Arabs, who are in général very 
ignorant. 

The two chiefs who command at Gouad- 
num have no fuperiority, except they exceed 
each other in point of property. 


* Tt was at Gouadnum I firft faw bread in thefe coun 
tries. Whether brick and ftone are fcarce, or that they are 
unacquainted with the conftruétion of ovens, I know not, 
they. heat {mall ftones, on which they bake their pafte. The 
bread thus made is tolerably good ; that which the Conful 
was fupplied with by order of the Emperor, appeared dif- 
ferently baked, though I know not in what manner, and 
was more agreeable to the tafte. 
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In this city I met with a Moor who hapa 
pened to be on the fea coaft when we weré 
wrecked. To this man I owe much grati- 
tude, as he treated me with great kindnefs, 
his fifter-in-law, Paphye, particularly, taking 
the moft lively intereft in my misfortunes, 
and who, during..the eight days I ftaid at 
Gouadnum, employed me in grinding barley. 
She took care that I fhould be well fed, ‘and 
treated me with great attention, even afking 
me to remain with her: but nothing could 
equal the generous afliftance I received from 
the Jew Aaron anid his wives; notwithftand- 
‘ing the ingratitude he had before experienced 
from a al Chriftian flaves. 

I left Gouadnum after a {tay of eight dise 
and on my way to Regaden was Derpettalié 
meeting with hamlets and caftles, for the moft 
part built on very high mountains, and which 
at a diftance might have beet: taken for 
very elegant dwellings, but on a nearet view 
bore a very different appearance. We were 
- ho longer fo well fed, and the nearer we ap- 
proached the city, the lefs hofpitality we met 
with. | 3 

We had already seen fixty-fix days on our 

journey a 
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jotrney; my ftrength was exhaufted, my 
feet {welled aimoft to fuppuration *, and I 
mutt infallibly have funk under my calami- 
ties, had not my mafter been perpetually re« 
animating my courage by faying, ‘ Look, 
look, there’s the fea, feeft thou the fhips, 
bear up, we fhall foon reach them.” This 
hope fuftained me ; and at the very moment 
when fatigue had almoft exhaufted expecta- 
tion, I again beheld the element which had 
caufed me fo many misfortunes, and that 
ence more muft be the arbiter of my fates 
Sidi Sellem doubtlefs wifhed to enjoy my 
furprize, for in quitting a labyrinth of juniper 
bufhes, we came fuddenly on a hill of fand, 
from whence it opened at once on the view. 
Oh, you who read this narrative, too true in 
its misfortunes, never can you form an idea of 
the pleafure I experienced when I faw the 
French flag unfurled, as wellas thofe of other 
nations appertaining to the veflels lying at 
anchor in the Bay of Mogador, which I yet 
only knew by the name of Soira. ‘* Well, 


‘'* A thorn of the gum-tree had pierced my foot, nor 
«ould Lextradt it until it was rotten. 


Briffon,”° 
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Briflori, faid my mafter, * art thou fatisfied ? 
Doft thou fee the veffels? French ones f 
think are not wanting. I promifed to con- 
duct thee to the Conful} thou findeft I keep 
my word: but why doft thou not fpeak ?” 
Alas; what could I fay ? tears of joy inter- 
cepted the paflage of words, nor was it pof= 
fible for me to articulate a fingle found. IF 
gazed on the fea, on the flying colours; on 
the fhips; on the city, and almoft thought 
them all illufion. The unhappy baker, no 
lefs exhaufted myfelf, fhared the fame rap- 
ture, while our grateful, though fpeechlefs 
tears, bathed the thunds of the generous old 
man, who had afforded us fuch an agreeable 
furprize. 

At length we arrived at the city; but I 
was not Ge from inquietude, as I had heard © 
before I quitted France; that the Emperof 
had very ill treated M. de Chenier on his em- 
bafly, and that: he had beeti neceflitated to 
complain to his own Court: I knew not 
whether he had been redreffed, and if a frefh 
Conful fupplied his place; at all events I 
“had caufe for fear. My fufpicions foon va- 
nifhed on entering the city, and meeting two 

| Europeans, 
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Europeans, ‘¢ Whoever ye are,” faid I, ‘be. 
hold my diftrefs, and deign to fpeak comfort 
to me; re-affure me, inform where I am. 
What is your country? What month is it ? 
and what day of the week?” I addreffed 
thefe queftions to two traders, who after con- 
fidering me attentively, went and informed 
Mefirs, Duprat and Cabanes of my fituation. 
Thefe gentlemen, who made it their ftudy 
to relieve thofe whom misfortune had thrown 
into this country, came immediately to feck 
me, and without feeming fhocked at my re- 
volting appearance, embraced me, fhedding 
tears of joy to have it in their power to affift 
an unfortunate fufferer. ‘* Your forrows are 
over,” faid they, ‘ come with us, we will 
endeavour to make you forget them.” They 
took me with them immediately, engaging 
my mafter to follow us, defiring him to be 
perfedtly ealy on account of any agreement | 
might have contracted with him. I likewife 
entreated them to ‘permit me to conduét Sidi 
Sellem and his fon with us; they confented, 
defiring me to ufe their dwelling as my own, 
treating me with the greateft care, attention, 
and friendfhip, and cloathing me entirely in 
Ge their 
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théir own habiliments, until they had fome 
made for me. 

Soon after I was vifited by all the Euro- 
peans at Mogador, congratulating me onthe 
change in my fituation, and alfo on my arri- 
valin the city on the moft fortunate time it 
could have happened, being the entrance of 
the new conful, who brought confiderable 
prefents from France for the Emperor. I was 
prefented the fame day to the Governor, who 
informed us of the order to repair to Morocco, 
the Emperor having declared, that hence- 
forward he would fee all the flaves, and that 
they fhould receive from himfelf the tidings 
of liber ty. | | 

In eight days we departed, accompanied 
with che efcort which guarded the treafure ; 
that is; my mafter, myfelf, and the baker, 
whom Sidi Mahammed had given in charge 
to his brother, but referving to himfelf what- 
ever ranfom he fhould gain for him. We 
were furnifhed with mules, a tent, provi- 
fions, and proper attendants, and after four 
days journey arrived at Morocco. 

The firft thing I diftinguifhed was he 


tower of one of the bi and which is 
difcernible : 
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_ difCernible at a great diftance. I expected to 
fiñd in the dwelling of the Emperor fome re- 
mains of -grandeur and antiquity, but was 
greatly miftaken, the habitation of the King 
of Fez and Mequinez poffeffing neither. The 
walls which inclofe the palace are of earth, 
and at the corners fo damaged, that it has 
more the appearance of the circumference of 
an old burial-place than the dwelling of a 
Monarch. ‘The houfes in the vicinity are 
conftru@ed in the fame ftile of thofe at 
Gouadnum, though more dirty and lefs airy. 

‘The guard who had the care of me. pre- 
fented me to the Conful and Vice-conful ; 
they offered me a table and habitation until I 
could return to France. A fecond guard 
came to inform me, that the Emperor knew 
of my arrival, and had commanded me to be 
brought inftantly before him. I immediately 
obeyed, following the guard who took me 
through feveral fpacious courts, with high 
walls and fand floors, almoft infufferable from 
‘the fun lying on them the whole day. 

We arrived at .laft into one where the 
King’s guard were aflembled ; thofe employed 
about his perfon are armed with guns; their 

nett Gg2 _cloathing 
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cloathing confifts of different coloured tunics, 
and ‘cloaks with hoods not unlike a friar’s,: 
On their heads they wear a {mall red cap, or- 
hamented on the top with a blue taffel. Their 
feet are almoft naked, going but half into 
their flippers, which obliges them to trail as 
they walk. They fling their guns acrofs 
them, and wear a girdle, to which they at- 
tach their pouches. Thofe who appeared to 
me not in the fervice had no weapon but a 
white ftick. 

The horfemen are dreffed the fame, except 
that they wear half boots without feet, and 
fpurs of the enormous length of nine or ten 
inches, which have much the appearance of 
large iron fpikes. Their horfes have almoft 
always their flanks cut to the quick, as they 
take particular pleafure im fpurring them. 
Such is a faithful portrait of the troops of the 
King of Morocco. 

As I waited for an audience, I faw a cap- 
tain review his company; he was feated on 
the ground ‘with his elbows on his knees, 
which were bent upwards, and his chin fup- 
ported with his hands. The foldiers ad- 
vey di two by two, and received his orders, 

proftrating 


| COAST OF AFRICA. 453 


proftrating themfelves before him, after which 
they retired. 

Five or fix of thofe who were only armed 
with white fticks, feized me by the collar, as 
though I had been a thief, and opening alarge 
folding-door, like thofe of our barns, they 
pufhed me rudely forward into an inner court, 
where I in vain fought for fomething that 
might announce the grandeur of Majefty. 
After advancing fifteen or twenty paces to- 
wards a kind of wheelbarrow, fuch as we fes 
in the ftreets of Paris, they commanded me, 
- pufhing me roughly at the fame time, to 
proftrate myfelf before this fame barrow, 
which contained the Emperor, who fupport- 
ing one foot on his knee, was amufing him- 
felf in playing with his toes. He looked at 
me during fome minutes, then afked me, 
whether I was not one of thofe Chriftian 
flaves whofe veflel had been wrecked on his 
coaft about a year before, and what bufinefs 
called me to Senegal ? ‘ You were wrecked 
through your mifconduét,” faid he, < Why did 
you not keep fea-room ? Art thou rich ?” con- 
tinued he. ‘+ Art thou married?” He hardly — 
gave me time to anfwer thefe queftions, be- 
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fore he called for ink and paper, and taking a 
{mall reed, which he ufed as a pen, he traced 
the four winds, fhewing me that Paris was 
in the north. He then wrote figures up to 
twelve ? ‘ Doft thou underftand that ?” faid 
he. After this he afked me feveral other 
queftions, doubtlefs to fhew his under- 
ftanding. 

‘6 Tell me,” faid he, ‘ did Cie moun- 
taincers * treat thee well or ill ? Did they de- 
prive thee of thy effects ?’’ I replied to this 
queftion by faying, that the nearer I ap- 
proached the capital the more polifhed I had 
found the manners of the people. ‘I do not 
command,” replied he, ‘all the  diftricts 
thou haft pafled, or, to fpeak more properly, 
my commands cannot reach fo far.—With 
whom didft thou come to the city ??—— 
«6 With Sidi Sellem de la Rouflye.’”—« I 
know him; let him be brought inftantly be- _ 
fore me.”’—My mafter was immediately in- 
troduced with the fame ceremonies as I had 


been myfelf. The eee afked him’ if he 


* The inhabitants of the citeis call Me Arabs of the Die 
ferts Mountaineers. 


had | 
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had paid a large purchafe for me, and what 
were his intentions in coming to Morocco. 
He immediately replied, that his firft incen- 
tive in travelling through immenfe countries 
was to proftrate at the feet of his Sovereign 
the moft humble of his flaves*. ‘¢¢ Doft 
thou know,” faid the Emperor, “if there : 
are more flaves among the Ouadelims and 
Labdeffeba ?” Sidi replied humbly, ‘ Yes, 
matter, there are fome, whom I can eafily 
affemble, if thou command it.’—-The Em- 
peror continued this converfation no farther, 
but ordered the guards to take charge of my- 
felf and the baker until further orders, and to 
give us food from the royal kitchen. The 
guard exprefled great furpize to me that his 
Majefty had deigned to converfe fo long with 
a flave. 

‘The next day the Conful afked the guard 
to permit me to be with him, faying, that 


* It is certain that if Sidi Sellem had not wifhed to. pay 
his duty tothe. Emperor, (it was fifty years fince he had 
been at Morocco) and alfo been obliged by his perfonal inte- 
reft to travél to the city, that I had never more returned to 
my country, being too far in the interior part ever to have 


left it, 
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fhould the Emperor afk for me, they could 
fetch me immediately. I now went to my 
new dwelling, which was a kind of cave that 
had before been inhabited by the Spanifh Am- 
baffador, the Emperor, willing to ufe equal 
attention to the French Cat having or- 
dered him the fame lodging. This. Bart 
which is one of the fer the King has at his 
difpofal, is nothing more than a long cave 
built in the earth, the roof being fupported 
by two rows of pillars, and the entrance to 
it a gradual flope; nor is there any air but 
what enters through the little openings in the 
roof. "The Emperor keeps his tents and war- 
Eke ftores in it, nor is there any thing elfe 
to be feen there, except bats, rats, and {pi- 
ders. This dwelling is in one of the King’s 
moft delightful gardens, being decorated with 
olive, quince, pomegranate, and apple-trees ; 
yet the high walls which furround it might 
eafily furnifh the idea to thofe that walk in 
it that they were flate prifoners. Though 
the Emperor provides the Ambaffadors with 
a dwelling, he fupplies them with no furni- 
ture whatever, but gives orders for them to 
_ be daily ferved with a certain quantity of 
beef, mutton, poultry, bread, and water, 
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The palace of his Majefty confifts of fix 
vaft courts, furrounded with walls. The ex- 
terior of the feraglio refembles a barn, and the 
mofque is built in the fame tafte; I know 
not whether the interior is beautiful, but 
there is nothing on the outfide to pleafe the 
fight. The town is feparated from the pa- 
Jace by heaps of mud, offal, and bones of 
flaughtered beafts, piled on each other, and 
which may be faid to form the circumference 
of the city. Thefe pyramids of filth reach 
even into the interior parts of the town, in 
many places being fo much higher than the 
houfes, that they exclude the light of day; 
the fun fhining on thefe mountains of nafti- 
nefs, encreafes the putrefaétion, and renders 
the fight doubly loathfome. The houfes are 
fo ill conftruéted, that they bear more refem- _ 
blance to pig-fties than human dwellings ; 
neither are the ftreets airy, being very nar- 
row, and in many places covered with ftraw, 

One day that the Ambaffador from New- 
England, the Conful, and myfelf, were on 
horfeback, wifhing to take an airing, we were 
obliged to relinquifh our intention, and return 
home as {peedily as poflible ; the people fur- 

rounded 
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rounded us, and prevented our advancing, 
although we were protected by the Empe- 
ror’s guard, and without which we had doubt- 
lefs fallen a facrifice to their brutality; nor 
did even their prefence reftrain them fuffi- 
ciently, for I received a violent blow on the 
head with a ftone. Such are the inhabitants 

of Morocco. ! iy 
The difpofitions of the people in the city | 
are but little different from thofe in the de- 
fert; they are rather more polifhed, and 
much fairer; accuftomed to meet with Eu- 
ropeans, they exprefs lefs aftonifhment at 
their manners, though they treat them with 
the utmoft infolence. I have feen feveral 
“come in to M. Duprat’s, and alfo at the Con- 
-ful’s, fit down without being invited, and 
call for fomething to eat and drink, even. 
afking for what food was moft agreeable to 
their appetite. A porter, whohad no trouble 
. but thrice opening the gates of the Emperor’s 
court to the Conful; came with the greateft 
effrontery, and demanded a gratification. The 
Conful gave him fome filver, with which 
not being fatisfied, he continued to hold out 
his hand, faying, ef, which fignifies, it is 
| not 
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not fufficient, give more. This was per- 
formed with the utmoft arrogance, and was 
rather a command than a requeft. The Se- 
cretaries and writers conduét themfelves in 
the fame manner, laying all under contribu~ 
tion that tranfaét any bufinefs with them. 
The principal officers of the crown are yet 
more greedy of prefents, particularly of piaf- 
tres, which are worth five livres, ten fols. 
Their mafter always takes care to afk what 
profit they have made of fuch an affair or bu- 
finefs, giving them diftinguifhed employ- — 
ments, or fending them on embaffies, until 
they have amaffed a confiderable fortune ; he 
then accufes them of evil praétices, deprives 
them of their whole pofleffions, and leaves 
them to finifh their days in chains. His own 
children are not exempt from his barbarity, 
~and Moulem Adaram, of whom I have before 
fpoken, is now a wanderer in the defert, 
among a fet of the vileft barbarians, victim of 
the avarice of his father. I know not whe- 
ther this young prince ever fhewed any good 
qualities ; in the deferts his ations are cruel, 
and feem to promife, that fhould he ever 
afcend the throne, he would prove a worth- 

| lefs 
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Jefs tyrant. Moulem Azry, his brother, ap- 
pears defigned for the Emperor’s fucceffor, 
nor is he a better character *, 

I cannot here avoid obferving, that it is 
very extraordinary that a prince, fo little to 
be feared as the Emperor of Morocco, fhould 
extort Ambafladors from the Powers of Eu- 
rope ; nor is there a Sovereign who dares fend 
his reprefentative without loading ‘him with 
confiderable prefents; or where is the Envoy 
that would dare to appear before him empty 
handed. When M, de Chenier, who was 


fent from the Court of France, remitted his - 


difpatches: to the Emperor, he not finding 
them to his liking, ordered them to be wrap- 
ped in a dirty handkerchief, and hung round 
the neck of the Conful, who was thus ex- 
pofed to the infults of this cruel nation. Sure 
it is ftrange, that the Ambaffadors have not 
the zeal and courage to reprefent to their re- 
fpective Sovereigns, that the King of Morocco, 
Mefquinez, and Fez, is only great from the 


* This was written before my return from Senegal; 
and it muft be obferved, that fince that time the fon hag 
gnade war againft his father, 


fuccourg 


COAST OF AFRICA. 44g 
fücéours with’ which they fupply him.— 


“Twenty years ago this Prince was without 
means of making, or procuring metal for 
cannons; he had no wood for building, no 
canvas, cordage, nails, implements, or work- 
men. It is France and the other maritime 
powers that have furnifhed them, or the 
Emperor would ftill poffefs none. It is Hol- 
land, Spain, England, and France, that have 
fupplied him with large brafs cannons, fuch 
as 24, 36, and 48 pounders. England, par- 
ticularly, furpafled other nations, felling him 
the large brafs guns which they had taken at 
fea. | 
The fort of Mogador, which is the neareft 
Morocco, is advantageoufly built, and its bats 
teries well placed; there are cannon at each 
embrafure, but the mouths of the guns, for 
want of carriages, being obliged to reft on 
the embrafures, renders them only fit for 
fhew, there being no workmen capable of 
mounting, or making carriages for them. 
Every afliftance of this kind being wanting to 
the Emperor, let his little frigates, which areal- 
‘moft unfit for fervice, be watched out of har- 
bour, (two muft be excepted, the Vice-Conful 
Mure 
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- Mure having put it in his head to afk to have 
them repaired) nothing would be more eafy 
than to prevent their re-entrance, and to fhut 
up his ports of Mogador, Rabat, and Salee ? 
What would become of his commerce, and 
particularly his marine, were the Chriftian 
princes to ceale to fupport him againft the 
common interefts of humanity ? If England 
and Spain would unite, Tangier, his beft fort, 
might be reduced fo compleatly, as no longer 
to afford a refuge for corfairs, whofe veffels, | 
foon unfit for ee ‘mutt: renounce their 
piracies. 

If the Confuls of the different countries 
have never made thefe obfervations, orif they 
have never pointed out the means of reducing 
_ the Emperor of Morocco, the reafon is, that 
they are at the head of the commerce of their 
refpective countries. The Conful from Spain 
engrofles almoft the whole corn trade, the 
veflels being configned.to him. ‘The French 
Envoy is the only one who does not traffic 5 
and what I am well aflured is, that the dif- 
ferent reprefentatives, far from remitting to 
their refpective governments the means of 
diminifhing the power of the Emperor, never 

ceafe 
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céafe to add to his ftrength and means of de- 
fence, by inftigating him to increafe his de+ 
mands. Do we not fupply thefe pirates with 
the power of injuring our commerce ? It is 
true their fituation renders them dangerous, 
but if we deprive them of all but fituation, 
it will be of little ufe to them. Let any im- 
partial perfon vifit the country, let them fpeak 
with the fame fincerity which I do, and the 
world muft at length be convinced, that the 
Emperor of Morocco is the leaft to be feared 
of any prince, if we refufe him fupplies. 

At length the happy moment arrived when 
my flavery was to ceafe. One day the King 
on quitting the mofque ordered the Conful 
to attend, with the Chriftian flaves, in the 
Mechoir, (the place of public audience.) 
** Conful,” faid he to. M. Durochein, ‘I 
hope thou wilt not refemble thy predeceflor, 
whofe pride moft fingularly difpleafed me. 
Seeft thou this young man (fhewing the 
Vice-Conful) he is mild and complaifant, and 
has ever fought to pleafe me. Study to: 
imitate him, I command thee; thou mayft 
write to thy mafter that I am fatisfied with 
the fervices he has rendered me. Adieu, 

thou 


464 VOYAGES TO THE 

thou mayft retire with the flaves, whofe li. 
berty I give thee*. Embark them from 
which of my ports is moft convenient. Adieu, 
I fhall order proper officers from my court to 
accompany thee to the refidence appointed the 
Conful.” 

It is at this audience that the Emperor 
takes account of affairs refpecting the police. 
‘He appeared mounted on a beautiful horfe, 
caparifoned in fcarlet and blue cloth, with his 
crupper ornamented with nobs of gold; by 
the fide of the Soverezgn walked an equerry, 
who carried an umbrella to defend his Ma- 
jefty from the fun. The guard follows on 
foot in the greateft filence, all announcing 
fear, a glance from the King fpreading uni- 
verfal confternation ; for giving command, 
he fees fall without the leaft emotion the 
head of one or more of his fubje@s ; nor is 
the laft word of the condemnation hardly ar- 
ticulated before the unhappy victim is lifelefs 
on the ground. Yet the rich, if they chufe 


* We, were feven in number, myfelf, the baker, and _ 
five others, who belonged to the fhip The Two Friends, 
which had been wrecked fome time previous to us. 


to 
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~ to buy his favour; may live in fafety, and 
commit every crime with inipunity. 

What will be thought of a prince, who 
from having it fuggefted to him, that doubt- 
lefs I was a Chriftian of higher rank than the 
reft, becaufe I was better cloathed, and the. 
_ Conful paid me particular attention, that 
could forget his promifes, and fend to Moga- 
dor to ftop and bring me back to Morocco. 
Happily the winds had wafted me far from 
this detefted country when the courier ar- 
rived with thefe orders to the Governor. 

Thus I can truly affirm, that. misfortune 
purfued me to the laft moment of my ftay. 
I fhould doubtlefs have funk under my cala- 
mities as well as my unfortunate companions, 
but for a moft unfhaken conftancy, and un- 
bounded reliance on Providence. I fhould 
not forget to add, that before my departure 
Sidi Sellem retired, very well fatisfied with 
the Conful’s generofity. ©. 
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I DID not with to interrupt my narrative 
with an account of the religion, manners, 
and cuftoms of thefe people, who being little 
known, may be interefting, and which fatal 
experience enables me to paint; I therefore 
give it at the end of my flavery; and the 
reader may be affured, that I fhall be as true 
in the defcription I am about giving as I have 
been in my own adventures. 

The Arabs of the defert follow the reli- 
gion of Mahomet; but they have entirely 
disfigured it by their fuperftition and groffnefs 
of manners. They lead a wandering vaga- 
bond life amidft the burning fands of Africa; 
fome of them perpetually travelling up and 
down the coaft, without fixing in any partis 
cular fpot. They are diftributed in larger or 
fmaller tribes, and each tribe divided into 
hordes that encamp in diftriéts moft conve- 
nient for pafturage, by which means an en- 
tire tribe is never to be met with, being all 
intermingled with the hamlets of the Oua- 
delims, Labdeffeba, la Roufiye, Lathidierim, 
Chelus, Ducanois, Ouadelis, &c. The two 
firft are the moft formidable, carrying their 
depredations to the gates of Morocco. It is 

| not. 
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hot without 'reafon that the Emperor fears 
them, as they confift of {trong and vigorous 
men. They have in general fhort curling 
hair, the beard long, a ferocious look, large 


qu hanging ears, and nails fo long, that they 


have the appearance of claws, and which 
they ufe particularly in the rencontres they 
are perpetually having with their neighbours. 
The Ouadelims, who are the moft haughty, 
arrogant, dnd given to plunder, of any tribe, 
carry terror wherever they come, yet they 
are cowardly, as are all Arabs, without they 
have an evident fuperiority. | 

Thefe people live in families under tents, 
covered with a coarfe cloth of camels hair; 
the women fpin, and weave it on frames fo 
very fmall, that they work feated on the 
ground, Their furniture confifts of two lea- 
ther facks, which ferve to hold fome rags and 
Old iron; three or four goat fkins (if they 
can procure as many) in which they keep - 
their water and milk, fome wooden utenfils, 
pack-faddles for their camels, two large 
{tones to grind their barley, a fmiall one to 
drive down the pegs of their tents, a mat of | 
willow, which ferves for a bed, a coarfe kind — 
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of carpet to cover them, and a fmall boiler. 
Such is the furniture that diftinguifhes the 
tents of the rich from the poor. 

Their cattle, which are their greateft 
wealth, confift of two or three horfes, fe- 
veral camels, fome fheep, and goats. The 
poorer pollefs only fheep and goats. 

The firft of their duties, and what they ob- 
ferve moft fcrupuloufly, is prayer, and of 
which there are many in the courfe of the 
day, the firft beginning before fun-rife. The 
Talbe, rentlecte for ie long beard, and a 
loofe garment of crimfon and bte which 
in Bike meafure fhews a body that appears 
emaciated: by abftinence, but is in reality only 
the effect of exceffive idlenefs, holding a kind 
of enormous large chaplet in his hand, raifes 
his voice in a lamentable and melancholy 
tone, which a ftranger might take for pious 
contrition, but which is nothing more than 
confummate hypocrify ; for, armed with a 
poignard, he can feek the fpot where his per- 
fidious hand may ftrike with fecurity through 
| the heart of his neighbour, friend, or brother. 

The people,* informed by his lamentable 
noife, of the hour of prayer, come and range 

. _ themfelves 
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_ themfelves around him, to hear the praifes of — 
the Prophet ; all haftening with the utmoft 
refpect ; before the ou of the prayer, 
they flip off a little petticoat, which they 
wear faftened to their girdle, and envelope 
themfelves in that and their other garments. 
The Talbe then ftoops to the ground, and 
throwing afide the earth his feet had touched, 
takes up fome that has not been trodden, and 
(in fcarcity of water) rubs his face, hands, and 
arms up to the elbows, to cleanfe himfelf 
from impurities, the people imitating all his 
actions. 

The prayer Githed they remain fome 
time feated on the ground, drawing different 
figures in the fand, and by a variety of mo- 
tions appearing to indicate that they are 
anointing their heads with holy unétion. 
The favages, during the prayer, fhew as 
much exterior piety and refpect as we have 
in our churches; yet I do not believe it pof- 
* fible for religion to be more trifled with when 
once the ceremony is over. The women, 
who only affift at the morning and evening 
prayer (which is at ten at night) place them- 

felves at the entrance of their tents, turning 
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‘themfelves towards the rifing fun. ‘The dus 
ties of religion concluded, the next care is 
milking the camels; they kick them till they 
rife Pre the ground, and then remove à 
kind of fwathe made of tow, with which 
they bind up their dugs ; the young one in- 
{tantly runs, preparing to fuck, but the maf- 
ter and keeper no fooner fee the milk ready 
to flow, but they {natch the young one from 
the mother, and each prefling his head againft 
_ the fide of the animal, milking at the fame 
time, they procure in damp feafons about five 
pints; the keeper taking a draught out of 
each portion, as he carries it to empty ina 
trough that ftands by the fide of his miftrefs, 
but he is only allowed the milk of the laft 
camel he draws for his whole fupport. 

‘The produce thus collected, the miftrefs 
puts her fhare afide, always taking care it is 
not the fmalleft; fhe then ferves her hufband 
and children, fecuring what remains in a 
goat-fkin, which fhe hangs in the fun before 
the converts it into butter. Two or three 
hours after, the young girls bring in the 
fheep and goats ; the sierher who is always 
Peine mingles the milk of thefe laft with — 

that 
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that of the camels; and when the thinks the 
fun has fufficiently heated it, they blow out a 
goat-fkin, in which they fhake it, in order to 
feparate the butter, the whey ferving for drink. 
This butter is inclofed in fmall fkins, from 
whence it acquires.a ftrong fmell, which ren- 
ders it more agreeable to thefe favages. The 
women alfo ufe it to greafe their hair, nor 
would they think themfelves compleat with- 
out this pomatum, carrying their coquetry 
beyond what could be eafily imagined ; their 
hair being decorated with their utmoft art, 
leaving fome trefles to flow loofe on the bo- 
fom, and to which they attach fhells, old 
keys, padlocks, the brafs’ rings of umbrellas 
and breeches buttons, which were taken from 
the failors, or, in fhort, any thing elfe they 
can procure, ‘The hair thus decorated, they 
bind up their heads with a greafy rag, which 
covers half the nofe, and ties under the chin. 
To give luftre to their eyes, they mark 
them round with a large copper rieedle, firft 
rubbing it on a kind of blue ftone. For the 
adjuftment of their drapery, the whole art 
confifts in folding it fkilfully, fo as to make 
the pleats remain, for the drefs has neither 
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feam, ftrings, nor pins, to keep it in fhape, 
A Moorith woman, to be efteemed beautiful, 
muft have long teeth, that jut out beyond 
her lips, the flefh of her arm, from the fhoul- 
der to the elbow, loofe and flabby; the thighs 
and bedy prodigioufly fat, the walk heavy, 
and to compleat all, muft wear on the arms 
and legs bracelets not unlike the collar of our 
Danifh dogs. Their whole wardrobe confifts 
in the drefs 1 have before defcribed ; and 
when we confider natural infirmities, and 
that they are delivered in this fame drapery, 
and receive on it the filth of their children, © 
and that they alfo ufe it to blow their nofe, 
it is impoflible for imagination to form a more 
difgufting and revolting idea than the appear- 
ance and imell of a Moorifh woman. Wha 


could believe that thefe hideous creatures are a 


given to jealoufy and fcandal ? It is notwith- 
ftanding the truth. If they go to borrow any 
thing of a neighbour, and find the hufhand at 
home, they immediately cover their face, and 
make the demand at the entrance of thetent, 
with an air of timidity and fear ; on the con- 
trary, fhould the female neighbour be alone, 

they enter, and begin to fcandalize all the fe- 
sgt à males 
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males whofe drefs they think fuperior to their 
own; a third frequently joins them; and 
thus fupported, they will pafs half a day vil- 
lifying their neighbours, for the moft part fe- 
parating without remembering what they 
came to borrow. Lazinefs and gluttony are 
their favourite paffions, expofing themfelves 
to numberlefs affronts to procure a little goat 
-or camel’s flefh, when they know any is dref- 
fed in the neighbouring tents; but their fa- 
-vourite food is liver. | | 
_ The faults of the men are equal ; they will 
pafs the whole day extended on a mat, fleep- 
ing, {moaking, or caufing the vermin, which 
almoft devours them, to be picked off. They 
generally employ the women in this bufinefs, 
but have no fcruple to perform it for each 
other ; nor is it to be wondered at that the 
whole country 1s infefted with them, as they 
never take the trouble to deftroy, but throw 
them on the ground. Notwithftanding my 
utmoft care, my beard was always fwarmed, 
which I can truly aver was not among the 
leaft of the evils I had to fuffer duets my 

captivity. 
The: men fometimes aflemble to talk over 
their 
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their warlike exploits. Every one rélatesthe 
number of enemies he has vanquifhed ; and 
frequently, on fome falfe and ridiculous affer- 
tion, they give each other the lie; the difpute 
becomes warm, and ufually terminates by 
blows given. with their poignards. ‘They 
cannot differ on the moft trivial {ubje& with- 
out thei eyes fparkling with fury; rage is 
exprefled in every gefture, nor do they even: 
tranfa their: domeftic bufinefs without the 
utmoft noife and difcord. | 
Deceit and perfidy are alfo two innate vices 
among the Arabs’; they never quit their tents 
unarmed, never give any written obligation, 
as the giver would be fure to poignard the ace 
ceptor, to prevent him ever demanding it. 
They wear round their necks alittle purfe, 
which: contains what «hey have moft valu» — 
able; and thoughin general they have ono- ” 
thing in their tents fecured by a lock, yet I 
have feen fome few, who poffeffed fmall 
trunks, which, though moft probably did not 
contain the value of half a crown, yet were 
the object. of) univerfal envy, excepting meis 
ther brother, father, or fon of thofe Here pole 
fefied them. homes a 
# My 
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My matter’s brother was the moft envious 
of the whole horde of the little wealth I had ~ 
given him; he even one day propofed to me, 
as a very trifling, matter, to murder him dur- 
ing the night, offering me his poignard, and 
promifing as a recompence to conduct me to 
Morocco. However difcontented with my 
fate, the propofal difpleafed me, and I de- 
clined it with horror, yet a few days after, 
the offer was renewed with many prefling 
inftances by an uncle of Sidi Mahammed’s, 
who appeared the moft attached to him of any 
of his relations. More than once I have feen 
this fame man, ftealing cautioufly into the 
tent when all were afleep to fteal fome old 
pieces of iron, or a girth, yet this man was 
one of the moft confidered in the hamlet, his 
opinion being afked on all difputes, and his 
judgment a law to the poor, for the rich ac- 
knowledge no reftraint. 

The young men are early inftruéted to ufe 
the poignard, to tear out the entrails of their 
adverfaries with their nails, and to give to 
falfehood the appearance of truth. To thefe 
diftinguifhed talents, thofe that can add read- 
ing and writing become the moft dangerous 


of 
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of monfters, as thefe qualities give them dif. 
tinguifhed pre-eminence. Jt may truly be 
faid that they are familiarized to crimes from 
their infancy, and commit the vileft actions 
with pleafure, “a 
By the cuftom of the country, every tras 
velling Arab, of whatever tribe, let him be — 
known or unknown, mutt: be treated with 
hofpitality ; or, if there are feveral, the inha- 
bitants muft contribute jointly for their re- 
ception. Without diftinétion they all go out 
to meet them, congratulating them on their 
arrival, helping them off their camels, and 
carrying their baggage behind the thickets 
which is to fhelter them during the night; 
for it is an eftablifhed cuftom that no insiaieh 
fhould be admitted to fleep in their tents. 
This ceremony oyer, they feat themfelves 
round the new comer, afking the news of 
the country from whence he came; if fuch, 
or fuch a people have left the fpot on which ) 
they were encamped; what hordes he has 
met on his journey; where he faw the beft 
pafturage, &c. When he has anfwered to 
thefe queftions, they next afk to what tribe 
he belongs and laftly they enquire after his. 
health, 
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health, having exhaufted all other queftions, 
If the ftranger is quite unknown in the can- 
ton, the richeft Arab muft entertain him, 
if more than one, the expence muft be jointly 
made. They give to each a large porringer 
of milk, alfo fome barley fier boiled in 
milk, or in water if they can procure any. 
Ifthe vifitor can read, they confer on him 
the honour of reading prayers, in which eafe 
_ the Talbe of the hamlet places himfelf by his 
fide as mafter of the ceremonies. Such is the 
reception of an unknown; but fhould he 
chance to be rich, or have friends in the horde, 
they haften to kill a goat or a fat fheep to re- 
gale him. The cu prepares the feaft, and 
fiefore the dreffes the meat, {eparates the fat 
which is ferved up raw. As foon as the 
victuals is prepared, fhe puts by a part for 
her hufband, and likewife fome for the 
neighbours with whom fhe is in friend{hip, 
for failing in this duty would be an irrepara- 
ble crime. She then places with great care 
on a ftraw mat the part defigned for the tra- 
veller, fetting it on the head of a chriftian or 
negroe flave, who following his mafter, takes 
it tothe gueft, who RRENER 1 is never regaled 


till 
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till ten at night, although he fhould have 
arrived early in the morning, the cuftom be- 
ing never to ferve any thing but at night, by 
the light of the moon, or fire, which they 
kindle in all feafons. ‘The traveller does not — 
fail to prefs his entertainer to do him the ho- 
nour. of eating with him, but which he re- 
fufes as much as poflible, as this refufal fhews 
particular refpect tothe vifitor. The next 
morning the traveller continues his journey 
without taking leave of any one. . This man- 
ner of entertaining each other would doubt- 
lefs be very praife-worthy, but how many 
ftratagems dothey ufe to avoid it? When 
they difcover an unknown traveller, they 
haften to a place at fome diftance from their 
tents, a faddle, a mat, a gun, and a little bag 
or packagee, which announces to the ftran- 
ger that atraveller is already arrived ; but 
thefe precautions feldom anfwer, for the un- 
welcome gueft will often take-up his lodging 
next to the baggage which is placed to de- 
ceive him. ‘The mafter then deélares that 
they appertain to an Arab of a neighbouring 
hamlet, but even this will not make the tra- _ 
veller move, if he choofes to remain, they 
; have 
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have then ‘but one revenge, which is to give 
him a fmall quantity of fupper. He then 
watches on all fides, and if he difcovers any 
fire, runs with great hafte in the hope of . 
finding boiled meat and broth; taking care 
to conceal himfelf behind the tent, to liften 
whether they are at fupper, for were they 

aware of his approach, they would foon re- 

move the three ftones that fupport the pot ; 

but by thus furprizing them fuddenly, he is 

fure of fuccefs} fincethey cannot avoid afking 

him to eat.. It frequently happens that while 

he is fatisfying his gluttony,: the others are 

ftealing his efteéts which are in the thickets; 
but 'it is no more than he would do himfelf by 

them, if occafion ferved. 

It would be difficult to give a proper idea 
of the pride and ignorance of thefe people; 
they have not only the prefumption to think 
themfelves the firft in the world, but alfo to 
fuppofe the fun rifes only for them. Some 
among them have faid to me, ‘* Contemplate 
that luminary, it is unknown in thy country; 
inthe nights ye are not illuminated by the fame 
light which numbers our days, and direéts 
our fafts ; thofe children who inhabit the fky 


informs 
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inform us of the hour of prayer.* Ye have 
no trees, no camels, fheep, fand, goats, nor 
dogs. Are your women made like ours? 
‘How long waft thou in thy mother’s womb ?” 
6 As long,” replied I, ‘as thou waft in 
thine.” ‘In truth,” replied a fecond count- 
ing my fingers and toes, ** he is made like 
us, he is only different in colour and language, 
it is aftonifhing.” ‘ Do you fow barley in 
your houfes?’’+ ‘ No,” replied I, ‘ we fow 
it nearly in the fame feafon which you do.” ~ 
‘¢ How,” exclaimed a number of them?” | 
66 What, do you inhabit the earth, we thought 
you were born, and lived on the fea.” Such 
were the queftions I had to refolve, when 
they honoured me with their converfation. 

War among them is nothing more than 
depredation, being commenced for the pur- 
pofe of ftealing cattle, and ravaging the fields 
of corn, that by thus depriving their neigh- 
bours of their property, they may be them- 
{elves enabled to lead a life of idlenefs. 

One day that the cattle of the whole ham- 


LA 


* They call the ftars the children of the moon, 
+ A name they give our fhips, | 


let 


} : 3 
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let weré : feeding on a plain, a éepré ran 

almoft breathlefs to inform the horde, that a 

company of the Ouadelis appeared on the top 

of the hill, and doubtlefs came with inten- 

tion to fteal the cattle. ‘The timbrel was in- 

{tantly founded,* all haftened to prepare their | 
arms, and advance towards the enemy, thofe > 
on horfeback were loft in a cloud of duft, nor 
were the camels, who cover at once a great 
deal of ground, lefs active, for prefled Faber 
by the pre Min cries of their riders, they 
rufhed into the confufion, biting with the ut- 
moft violence all they came near, and doing 
‘as much, or more execution, than the muf- 
ketry. 

They never attack each other in order “3 
battle ; fo many men, fo many diftinét com- 
bats; and he who difmounts his adverfary, 
and can get poffeffion of his arms, camel, or 
horfe, inftantly retires with the fruit of his 
victory. | | 
Others who think theaveles more power- 


. * This large timbrel is kept in the tent of one of the 
principal Arabs, and is ufed on feveral occafions: fome- 
times to call them together to arms, fometimes that an Arab 
as miffling in the defert, or that the camels are ftrayed: 


Ii ful 
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ful than their adverfary, clofe with him at 
once, giving and receiving repeated ftrokes 
with the poignard, or tearing out each other’s 
entrails with their dreadful nails. By thefe 
means, thofe who poffefs what is to them 
confiderable wealth, a large ftock of cattle, 
are in one day often reduced to the greateft 
diftrefs, being deprived of all, by thofe who 
a few hours before, were mafters of no pro- 
perty whatever. The weakeft tribes being 
the moft expofed, they are careful to live at 
a diftance, particularly from the Ouadelims 
and the Labdeffeba. Sometime before I quit- 
ted the country, 1 heard thofe laft had begun 
their depredations on the quarter of Arguem, 
(which they call Agadin) and carried them 

even to the gates of Morocco. | 
In general they only fow barley, or fome- 
times wheat, when there is a great deal of 
rain. But after a three years drought, their 
fields producing nothing, they unite and 
carry the horrors of war and defolation into 
countries more fortunate than their own ; 
ravifhing with brutal violence from their fel- 
lows, the fruits of their labour and induftry. 
Thus does plentiful harvefts pafs from the 
true 
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men, who prefer the dangers of combat, to 
exerting a little sadutiry | to Nia them- 
felves a fubfiftence. 

The battle terminated, each party prepare 
graves, and the Talbes, informed-of what has 
pafled, haften to the field, tinged with the 
blood of their brethren, to perform the duties 
of their function. It confifts in articulating 
fome plaintive founds over a few handfuls of 
fand which they hold in a fhell, and fprinkle 
on the unhappy wretches, who lay in the 
agonies of death ; from time to time preff- 
ing their thumbs on their foreheads as though 
they were applying confecrated oil, and laftly 
_ throwing on them a kind of a fcarf and a chap- 
let. As foon as they are quite dead, they 
Jay them in the grave already prepared, plac- 
ing them on their left fide, with the face 
turned towards the rifing fun, as though to 
contemplate the tomb of their Prophet ; the 
graves are furrounded by large ftones heaped 
on each other, which ferve for momuments 
to thefe plunderers. ‘They. diftinguifh the 
age of their warriors by the quantity of ground 
gue inclofe for their burial. The women 

Lia | with 
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with an air of diftraétion come and throw 
themfelves on the ground, their geftures, gri- 
maces, and fobbing, prefenting a moft ridi- 
-culous fcene to the fpe@ator. A travelling 
Arab never pafles one of thefe burial places, 
without laying down his ftick, making a fhort 
prayer, and raifing {mall pyramids of ftone, 
to mark the interceffions he made for the re- 
pofe of the deceafed. 

The funeral ceremony over, cries of defo-~ 
lation are heard throughout the horde,’ all | 
mingling their tears with the relations of the 
defunct, whofe tent is placed on another fpot, 
all his effects expofed to the air, and the fat- 
teft goat killed to: confole the relations and 
friends. The feaft concluded, they forget all 
animofity, and I have frequently feen them 
the day after a battle vifiting each other, the 
conqueror boafting to the enemy he van- 
quifhed, of the addrefs which he ufed, in fkil- 
fully feizing the moment to wound him. 
What I thought very extraordinary was, that 
to cure the deepeft wounds, they ufed no- 
thing but earth, and that taken indifcrimi- 
nately from any {pot, equally appearing to 
act fuccefsfully ; they have another expedient 

| to 
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to remove pains, but not foefficacious, apply-. 
ing red hot iron to the part affected. Thefe 
Had are fubject to few maladies; I have 
{een feveral old people of both fexes hea 
healthy. 

Sore eyes and cholics are the moft com- 
mon complaints; children particularly are fub- 
ject to them, though naturally of {trong con- 
ftitutions, their eyes being tweens {o af- 
fected, that it is difficult in the morning for 
them to feparate the lids. As for the éHolies 
I attribute it to the verdigreafe that impreg- 
nated all they eat and ans and which not 
producing more rapid and fatal effects, is 
doubtlefs owing to the quantities of milk 
they drink. The boilers they have in con- 
ftant ufe being of untinned copper, and from 
the fcarcity oe water never wafhed, occafions 
them always to be corroded with verdigreafe, 
and that they do not even remove when they 
rub them with fand. During the time I was 
with them, and employed to clean the vef- 
fels, 1 endeavoured. to cleanfe them entirely 
from it, but they peremptorily forbad me, 
faying I fhould wear them out. It is impof- 
fible but the food that remains in thefe vef. 
{els muft be prejudicial to health, 
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Some feafons the fields of thefe barbarians 
are covered with a plentiful harveft, but in- 
ftead of waiting until it is ripe, they gather 
and dry it on hot cinders, without confider- 
ing that by thofe means they deprive them- 
felves of an abundance neceffary for the fup- 
port of their families, and their beafts of ftraw 
for nourifhment, in default of which they are 
reduced to browfe on dried branches, and 
that even themfelves are fometimes necefli- 
tated to fuftain life, by eating the leather of 
the faddles and bridles of their camels. The 
little care they take to prepare the earth, and 
to fow their grain, makes their frequent dif- 
trefs lefs to be wondered at; they firft place 
the grain between a hillock of ftones anda 
thicket, that the dried feed may imbibe the 
moifture of the foil, on which the water 
leaves a flime very proper to puth the firft 
vegetation. ‘Thote employed to fow, felect 
the dampeft places, tcattering mdifcriminately 
the feed, over which they drive a kind of 
plough drawn by one camel, confequently 
making very imall furrows. If heaven fe- 
conds this labour by fending rain, each feizes 

hare, and flies into sie interior pars of 
t ountains to enjoy it. 
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In, pafling fome more fertile cantons, I faw 
fheaves of grain, whofe ripe and full ears 
might have tempted the moft opulent to 
have tafted ; {ome heaped on each other were 
abandoned to the iniuries of the weather, the 
proprietor doubtlefs being unable to regain 
the mountains, it being the feafon when 
abundant rains falling in torrents from the 
heights, inundated the vallies. ‘ Is it poffi- 
ble,” faid J, ‘* that there are men’ in the 
world in a fituation to fet fo little ftore by 
the gifts of Providence; how happy fhould I 
think myfelf to have fuch nourifhment at my 
difpefal?’? I took fome handfuls of this bar- 
ley, and rubbing it between my hands to fe- 
parate it from the hufks, eat it with incredible 
pleafure, almoft thinking myfelf tranfported 
to the time, when the manna dropped from 
heaven for the relief of the REORNE in the de- 
fert. 
There is no underftanding ar intelligence 
among the Arabs with whom I dwelt, being 
| sean devoid of induftry, or without incli- 
nation to be inftructed; .there were among 
them but two workmen, and whom.they re- 
garded with a kind of veneration, doubtlefs 
| Ti4 _aftonifhed 


488 VOYAGES TO THE. 


aftonifhed to fee them, though rudely, imitate 
the works of other nations, for they are in- 
capable of invention. The firft of thefe was 
a fort of cartwright, and the fecond on about 
the fame equality for a fmith, and in thefe 
two did.the whole fcience of this part of the 
country unite; the knowledge of the firft 
confifted in making wooden porringers, fome 
few little domeftic er and a rude kind of 
pl lough, but he was far from giving this im- 
plement of hufbandry a form to render it 
eafily manageable to the labourer, ‘The other 
art confifted in beating out iron, though the 
artift was perfe@tly unacquainted with the qua- 
lities of that metal, for after heating it feve- 
ral times, till he had rendered it nearly ufe- 
lefs, he frequently abandoned it, unable to fuc- 
ceed in forming what he wifhed. He was 
not more fuccefsful in working other metals, 
though he attempted it with the greateft 
confidence ; my mafter one day iodine him 
a chain of gold which I had given ieee de- 
firing him to form it into rings fut his daugh- 
ter. The ignorant Arab, nee examining it 
ane great RU Gens declared it was 
not gold, comparing it with one of bafe metal 


which 
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which had be een taken froma Gh belonging 
‘to our fhip, and which he affirmed was pure 
gold; to ftrengthen his affertion, he made 
him obferve that mine was of a different co- 
lour, and a :{oftér metal, and his of a deep 
yellow. After many obfervations and difler- 
tations, as ridiculous as ill-founded, he deter- 
mined to melt it, for which purpofe he hol- 
lowed a large coal, in which he inclofed it, 
and after much blowing, fucceeded in form- 
ing it into rings about the fize of the circle of 
our fnuff-boxes. His fkill was generally ad- 
‘mired, and for his recompence he obtained a 
porringer of churned milk, 

How much pains have I taken to teach 
them how to grind their barley, and winaow 
it with greater eafe, and more equally to ba- 
lance the loads on their camels, fo that they 
might carry with greater facility, and their 
burthens not be continually fubje& to falling 
and breaking to pieces. I alfo wifhed to in- 
ftru& them how to prepare the ground before 
they fowed their corn, and to get in their 
harveft with more care; but the advice was 
fuperfluous ; they were more headftrong than 
their camels, and that is not faying a little; 

for 


490 VOYAGES TO THE 


_ for I fuffered much from them during the 
thirteen months I was their keeper. What- 
ever proofs they may have of their own want 
of capacity in all their undertakings, yet it is 
not poflible to conquer their Prensa A or 
correct their ill habits. 

The {mith was fifteen days Le on 
the pan of a fufee, and which, when finifhed, 
was fo badly let in, that I could not help ob- 
ferving, whoever firft ufed it muft run a very 
great hazard. The Arabs who were prefent 
would have obliged me to make the trial, but 
I excufed myfelf. The pride of the {mith 
taking the alarm, he determined to affay it 
himfelf, and had his jaw and part of his hand 
taken off. J am convinced that the want of 
fkill in the workmen occafions more wounds . 
than they receive in battle. 

They. queftioned us feveral times ma ey. 
there were any armourers amongft.us, and 
fufpected me after the obfervation I had made 
concerning the gun. Their arms are in the 
worft ftate that can poflibly be imagined, be- 
ing in general,what they procure from the 
Axabs of the tribe of Trargea in.exchange for 

| camels, 
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camels. Other hordes have obtained them 
from yeflels wrecked on their coaft ; many of 
them are alfo brought from Morocco. T'hefe 
laft are the ftrongeft, but fo cumberfome, that 
they prefer thofe from Europe, particularly if 
double-barrelled; nor is there an Arab but 
what would willingly give a Chriftian flave 
for one of thofe guns. When they are out of 
repair, they make ufe of the old iron they 
have obtained from wrecks to mend them. I 
was aftonifhed to fee with what hatte they 
ftaved the barrels of brandy to get off the 
hoops, nor could I fuppofe they defigned 
them for fuch aufe. If this metal and guns 
are to them of fuch value, it may eafily be 
imagined that flint, ball, lead, and powder, 
are not lefs fo. They know very well how to 
diftinguifh good powder from bad; a great 
deal is fabricated in the little town of Gouad- 
num, but it is very coarfe and weak, being 
frequently almoft ufelefs, fouling the guns, 
which in default of oil they rub with butter, 
Except crimes, which’ they always endea- 
your to commit in the night, thefe people 
make no myftery in their actions. If one in- 
tends to undertake along journey, he informs 
the 
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the whole hamlet, who affemble to give him 
advice, every one offering his opinion, even 
children of fourteen years old, and who gene” 
rally {peak with as much confidence as old men. 
Thefe conferences, which are either to ap- 
prove or condemn the ftep meant to be taken, 
are fometimes prolonged for a month toge- 
ther. ‘They are fometimes occafioned by 
their changing their encampment, or on ac- 
count of the camels being taken to the coat 
to procure water. “This laft bufinefs is always 
the longeft in fettling, as the families re- | 
maining at home muft be deprived of milk 
during the journey. It is true in that cafe, 
thofe whofe camels are abfent are furnifhed 
by thofe at home, but for which they after- 
wards expect a’ recompence. : Nothing ‘can 
equal their joy on the return of the cattle, who 
come back loaded with fkin bags full of water, 
from which it contracts a very difagreeable 
fmell and tafte, but that notwithftanding, 
from its fearcity, is drank with great pleafure. 

It is ufually fuppofed in Europe that a dos 
would run mad fhould he be deprived of wa- 
ter; yet in the burning deferts they have no 
drink whatever, and generally fubfft on ex- 

| | crementss 
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crements. ‘The camels are fometimes four 
months without a drop of water, and the 
fheep and goats drink yet lefs; in fhort, was 
it not for wee horles, I am apt to think the 
Arabs would moft probably never be at the 
pains of fetching water, but wait until it was 
the will of Heaven to fend it. The rains, 
which ufually fall about the month of Oéto- 
ber, fpread univerfal joy and public rejoicing ; 
nor is it poflible to form an idea of the general 
fatisfaGtion, without having experienced: the 
‘deprivation of that element. 

A hufband cannot put away his wife with- 
out obtaining the confent of the moft ancient 
men of the hamlet, a permiffion they never 
refufe, as women are treated with the moft 
fovereign contempt. They never take the 
name of their hufbands, but are always called 
by that given at their birth ; nor do even the 
children bear their parents’ name. In almoft 
all the hamlets I have feen, there are but four 
or five different names, being generally diftin- 
guifhed by their tribe, and any furname they 
adopt. 

When an Arab fets out on a long journey, 
his wife having bid him farewel, fellowes him 
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fome twenty paces from his tent, throwing 
after him the ftone which they ufe to drive 
the picquets of their tents, and which fhe 
buries in the fand where it falls until his re- 
turn. This is the Moorifh women’s method 
of wifhing a fpeedy and fuccefsful journey. 
Though thefe women are very indecent, 
both in their difcourfe and geftures, they are 
notwithftanding very faithful to their huf- 
bands. I could never reconcile the tender 
nefs they have for their children with the 
barbarity with which they correct them, par- 
ticularly the girls, who feem indifferent to 
both father and mother; yet on them they 
delight to difplay their opulence, ornamenting 
their ears, arms, and legs, with rings of gold 
and filver. They ufe fo much alloy in their 
filver, that it is little more than white copper. 
The poorer Arabs ufe the laft mentioned me- 
tal entirely. 
~ Nothing can exceed their joy when they 
are parents to a fon; it may eafily be fup- 
pofed the mother has no midwife to aflift, 
but is ufually alone at the moment of delivery, 
laid on the ground, under an indifferent tent, 
infufficient to fhelter her from the injuries of 
_ the weather. | 
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A woman who is déliveréd of a fon, to tef- 
tify her joy, blackens her facé for forty days; 
on the birth of a daughter, fhe fmears but 
half of it, and that only for twenty days. 
Could the infants diftinguifh the hideous 
countenances of their mothers, they would 
furely never cling to their breatts, for nothing 
ean equal their difeufting appearance. 

I could not help fhuddering to fee the 
cruelty with which thefe women treated their 
children, even while at the breaft, getting 
them to fleep, by giving them blows on the 
back with their fifts, and to prevent their cry- 
ing, pinching and pulling up their fkin with 
their fingers. I have feen thefe inhuman 
mothers depart, even on the day of their de- 
livery, to encamp at the diftance of fifteen 
or twenty leagues; they are feated in a kind 
of cradle, which is placed on the top of the 
load of the camel. On thefe occafions they 
always try to outrival each other; for which 
purpofe they decorate the camel with ftrips . 
of fcarlet cloth and white rags, ornamenting 
the four fticks which fupport the covering 
of the cradle with pieces of whitened or gilt 
copper. 
| ie 
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It is ufually the women who take up the 
picquets of the tents when their hufbands 
choofe to change fituation; it is alfo them 
who load the camels under the infpe@ion of 
their mafters ; and when the hufband gets on 
horfeback, it is the wife who prefents the 
fürrup ; during which attendance, fhould the 
fall and hurt herfelf, it is very immaterial, 
provided fhe is ready on his return to attend 
him with a porringer of churned milk, 

I was difgufted to. fee one of thofe Arabs, 
who, not fufficiently rich to keep a horfe, 
was neceflitated to feat himifelf on the load of 
his camel, which being overthrown, he re- 
clined himfelf under a thicket, leaving to his 
women the care of picking. up and replacing 
the loading. Nothing can be more arrogant 
than an Arab with his wife, nothing more 
humble than thofe women in the prefence 
of their hufbands; they are not even admitted — 
to eat with them, but ferve them with the 
utmoft deference, and are called after they 
have done to take the remainder. 

An Arab cannot without rudenefsenter: into 
the tent of one of. his neighbours: upon any 
occafion, but mutt call ine out, the wife cos 
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vering her face with a veil, as fhe alfo does — 
ben: before any ftranger. A hufband would 
fail i in Moorith’ ieee Sam who fhould throw 
himfelf on the mat of his wife, for that fa- 
vour is only permitted him when herfelf alfo 
occupies it. ‘They are generally kind to their 
women when with child ; and there are few 
matches but what praduce five or fix chil- 
dren, confequently as plurality of wives is al- 
lowed, it may eafily be fuppofed how. popu- 
lous they are, There is not however any 
jealoufy among thofe women, who frequently 
live under the fame tent witnefling the ten- 
dernefs their hufbands exprefs for ne rivals. 
The tent defigned for a new contracted, 
couple is ornamented with. a white flag, and 
the intended bridegroom has his forehead de- 
corated with a binder of the fame colour; for 
let it be his firft or fifth marriage, or of what- 
ever age, he is equally ornamented with the 
fymbol of celibacy ; the day of the ceremony 
the hufband kills a camel to regale his friends. 
The women and children without diftinction 
afflemble about the tunbrel player, who, feated 
on the ground, ftrikes the inf rument with 
one hand, and with the other forms a kind af 
MO C0 - {peaking 
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{peaking trumpet, joining the moft diffonatit 
howlings to the found of the inftrument:; 
the clamour is alfo augmented by the clink- 
ing of an iron chain, which he wears round 
his arm while he plays; a fingle female 
dances to this mufic, but that without moving 
her feet from the place on which the ftands, 
her arms, head, and eyes, alone following the 
found; her body being in ‘perpetual motion, 
and her hands fpread before her, forming dis 
vers geftures, each more indecent than the 
other, All the fpectators beat time with 
their hands, turning their faces and necks, 
and making a thoufand grimaces, to all which 
the dancer replies in the fame ftile with afto- 
nifhing precifion ; at length fhe concludes by 
leaning herfelf negligently on the mufician, 
‘the found of the inftrument becomes fofter, 
the eyes of the aétrefs are half clofed, her 
hand is preffed on her bofom ; in fhort, every 
aétion appears to exprefs the moft violent 
paffion ; yet the moment after, the woman 
who has aëted this curious fcene joins her 
companions with an air of indifference it 1s 
‘impofhible to defcribe. The young people 
fometimes form a ring, inclofing a perfon-in 

the 
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the middle, who ftands on one leg, and with 
the other defends himfelf from his compa- 
nions, who all endeavour to hit him; the 
firft that ftrikes takes his place. This is their 
only game in which there is the leaft dexte: 
rity. The day after the wedding the friends 
of the bride procure water, and wath her 
from the waift to the feet, ‘They then comb 
and decorate her hair, redden her nails, and 
drefs her in new cloaths, if fhe is rich enough 
to buy them; if not fhe borrows fome till 
the rejoicing is over. | 

I always regarded as fabulous what I had 
heard defpcdiine the breafts of the Moorith 
women, but now acknowledge my error ; for 
not to cite many examples, I faw one woman 
particularly who was difpleafed with her child, 
throw her breaft with fuch force againft him, 
that he fell-on the ground. 

As foon as a boy can walk, his mother 
treats him with as much refpeét as his fa- 
ther; that is to fay, fhe prepares his meat, 
and eats after him. The Talbe, who teaches 
them to read and write, inftrués them with 
a loud voice, and the children ftudying in 
the fame manner, caufes a moft diffonant 

noife, 


§20 VOYAGES, &c. 


noife. The examples given them are written 
on little flips of polifhed wood, and which 
when learned are- effaced, and others fubfti- 
tuted ; a {mall twig anfwers the purpofe of a 
pen; their figures have a great refemblance 
to ours. : 

After the defcription I have given of thefe 
barbarians, it may eafily be imagined how 
much I wifhed to be reftored to my country. 
We complain on quitting the places to which 
we are accuftomed ; we weep on parting with 
our friends; we fuffer ourfelves to be di- 
ftreffed for the fmalleit trifles, as the want of 
a handkerchief, or the growth of a beard of 
two days; yet I have been a flave, naked, 
devoured with vermin, wounded in every part 
of my body, and without refting place but — 
the damp or burning fands, for. fourteen 
months. Oh, Supreme Power! it is thoy 
that fuftained me in the hour of trial ; to thee 
I called in my calamities—from thee I expe& 
my recompence ! 


THE END. 
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